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A Streaked  Shearwater  (Cahmctris 

Li 

^ /eucome/as)  record  for  Wyoming 


DOUG  FAULKNER  • DEPARTMENT  OF  ZOOLOGY  AND  PHYSIOLOGY  • UNIVERSITY  OF  WYOMING  • LARAMIE,  WYOMING  • (EMAIL:  dfaulk@uwyo.edu) 


Abstract 

This  paper  examines  the  discovery  of  a 
Streaked  Shearwater  (Cakmectris  leucomelas) 
carcass  near  Medicine  Bow,  Wyoming,  on  13 
June  2006  and  criteria  for  its  identification. 
The  larger  context  for  this  record — in  partic- 
ular, other  records  of  pelagic  bird  species  from 
the  western  interior  United  States  and  their 
displacement  by  weather  features — is  also 
considered  herein. 

Field  encounter 

On  13  June  2006,  Frank  Matter  and  Marji 
Patz  (USDA-NRCS)  were  on  a field  review  on 
the  Cassidy  River  Ranch,  Albany  County 
(41.99°  N,  106.08°  W),  northeast  of  Medicine 
Bow,  Wyoming,  when  Matter  observed  a bird 
carcass  on  the  muddy  shore  of  a small  reser- 


voir away  from  the  water’s  edge.  Matter  quick- 
ly recognized  the  bird’s  features  (e.g.,  nari- 
corns)  as  indicating  an  oceanic  species  and 
thus  its  importance  as  a species  uncharacter- 
istic of  Wyoming.  Later  that  day,  Patz  stored 
the  carcass  in  a freezer  for  delivery  to  Bob 
Lanka  (Wyoming  Game  and  Fish  Depart- 
ment), who  subsequently  contacted  David 
McDonald  (University  of  Wyoming)  to  ask 


his  opinion  on  the  identification.  McDonald 
took  photographs  of  the  carcass  (Figures  1-4) 
and  forwarded  them  to  the  author  for  an  ad- 
ditional opinion. 

Identification 

The  bird  can  be  readily  identified  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  seabird  order  Procellariiformes  by 
the  naricorns  at  the  base  of  the  maxilla  (Fig- 
ure 1);  these  are  structures  that  encase  the 
nostrils  and  are  used  in  diverting  salt  excret- 
ed from  the  salt  glands  away  from  the  bird’s 
face  (and  probably  in  olfaction  as  well).  The 
bill  is  also  composed  of  multiple  plates,  rather 
than  as  a single  piece,  typical  of  procellari- 
iforms.  Fused  naricorns  are  found  in  the  fam- 
ilies Procellariidae  (shearwaters  and  petrels) 
and  Hydrobatidae  (storm-petrels);  the  latter 


can  be  ruled  out  by  the  bird’s  body  length  as 
compared  to  the  length  of  a standard  sheet  of 
paper  (27.9  cm;  Figures  2,  3),  which  exceeds 
that  of  all  storm-petrels. 

According  to  Harrison  (1985),  the  only  pro- 
cellariid  with  a combination  of  white  facial  as- 
pect and  streaked  hindcrown  and  nape  is 
Streaked  Shearwater  (Caloncctris  leucomelas). 
Despite  the  poor  condition  of  this  bird’s 


plumage,  Figure  1 clearly  shows  these  features. 
Similar  Pacific  shearwaters  could  include 
Buller’s  (Puffinus  bulleri),  Wedge-tailed  (P  paci- 
/icus),  and  Pink-footed  (P  creatopus).  Buller’s 
Shearwater  is  easily  eliminated  by  the  lack  of 
boldly  patterned  upperwings  (Figure  2).  Addi- 
tionally, Buller’s  shows  a dark  bill  and  clean 
white  underwing  primary  coverts,  whereas  the 
Wyoming  bird  has  a light-colored  bill  and  dark 
underwing  primary  coverts.  These  latter  attrib- 
utes also  help  eliminate  Wedge-tailed  Shearwa- 
ter. In  addition  to  bill  color  and  underwing  pri- 
mary pattern,  light-morph  Wedge-tailed  Shear- 
water can  be  ruled  out  based  on  the  long,  white 
undertail  coverts,  which  extend  well  beyond 
the  feet  (never  so  in  Wedge-tailed).  Examina- 
tion of  the  Wyoming  bird  showed  that  the  legs 
were  nearly  fully  extended  (Figure  3).  The 
lightest  Pink-footed  Shearwaters 
could  appear  rather  similar  to 
Streaked  Shearwater,  particular- 
ly individuals  with  abnormally 
pale  faces  or  napes.  Pink-footed 
also  shares  the  attributes  of  a 
light-colored  bill  and  pink  legs 
with  the  Wyoming  bird  (Figure 
4).  Furthermore,  Pink-footed 
has  extensive  dark  pigmentation 
in  underwing  coverts,  although 
usually  this  is  more  extensive 
than  in  Streaked.  However,  in 
contrast  to  the  Wyoming  bird 
(Figure  3),  Pink- footed  has  dark 
undertail  coverts  and  a shorter 
tail,  so  that  the  legs  extend  to 
nearly  the  tail  tip.  The  size  of  the 
specimen  rules  out  the  larger 
Cory’s  Shearwater  (Caloncctris 
diomcdea)  of  the  Atlantic,  and 
while  the  recently  split  Cape 
Verde  Shearwater  (C.  edwardsii) 
is  similar  in  size  to  the  Wyoming 
specimen,  it  is  darker  above  and  lacks  pale 
plumage  in  the  head  and  nape. 

Discussion 

How  this  Streaked  Shearwater  arrived  in 
Wyoming  remains  a mystery.  The  natural 
occurrence  of  this  species  inland  has  been 
debated  previously  (California  Bird  Records 
Committee,  in  prep.),  but  it  is  inconceiv- 


Figure  1.  Streaked  Shearwater  carcass  found  in  Albany  County  near  Medicine  Bow,  Carbon  County,  Wyoming,  on  13  June  2006.  Note  the  white  facial  as- 
pect and  extensive  streaking  on  the  crown  and  nape,  all  typical  of  this  species  and  not  present  in  other  shearwaters,  aithough  rare  leucistic  individuals  of 
other  species  may  show  somewhat  simiiar  patterns.  Photograph  by  David  McDonald. 
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able,  if  implausible,  that  this  bird  arrived  in 
Wyoming  with  human  assistance.  Streaked 
Shearwater,  a species  of  the  western  North 
Pacific,  is  considered  a fall  vagrant  along  the 
North  American  Pacific  coast,  with  the  ma- 
jority of  accepted  records  (13)  from  Califor- 
nia and  all  North  American  records  from 
the  period  5 August-9  October,  including 
one  inland  at  Red  Bluff,  California  5 August 
1993,  about  1360  km  from  the  Wyoming  lo- 
cation (Marshall  et  al.  2003;  Garrett  and 
Singer  1998).  The  actual  date  of  the  bird’s 
occurrence  in  Wyoming,  however,  appears 
to  have  been  within  a week  of  discovery.  A 
necropsy  of  the  carcass  found  the  viscera 
still  moist  and  maggot-ridden — a condition 
that  could  apply  only  if  it  was  recently  de- 
ceased. The  bird  was  clearly  emaciated  and 
had  succumbed  to  starvation,  as  no  visceral 
fat  was  evident,  the  pectoral  muscles  were 
atrophied,  and  there  was  no  evidence  of  ex- 
ternal trauma.  In  addition,  neither  the 
esophagus  nor  stomach  had  any  contents 
(Cynthia  Tate,  pers.  comm.). 

Records  of  pelagic  species  in  the  interior 
West  (defined  here  as  North  Dakota,  South 
Dakota,  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Colorado,  Utah, 
Wyoming,  Montana,  and  Idaho)  are  few, 
particularly  in  the  summer  season.  All  of 
these  states  but  North  Dakota  have  autumn 
records  of  Ancient  Murrelet  (Synthlihoram- 
phus  antiquus),  and  Colorado  and  Wyoming 
have  autumn  records  of  Long-billed  Mur- 
relet (Bmchyramphus  perdix)  (Sibley  2000). 
Wyoming  has  a summer  record  of  Lesser 
Frigatebird  {Fregata  ariel;  11  July  2003;  see 
article,  this  issue),  Montana  a late-spring 
record  of  Manx  Shearwater  (Puffinus  puffi- 
nus;  30  May  2004;  Trochlell  2004),  and 
North  Dakota  a summer  record  of  South  Po- 
lar Skua  (Stercorarius  maccormicki;  13  July 
1989;  Berkey  1989).  Colorado,  Kansas,  and 
Utah  have  one  or  more  records  of  Magnifi- 
cent Frigatebird  (E  magnificens) , mostly 
from  the  warmer  months,  as  does  Oklahoma 
and  as  do  most  interior  states  farther  east 
(Sibley  2000).  Oklahoma  also  has  a record 
of  a Great  Frigatebird  (F.  minor,  3 November 
1975;  Heller  and' Barclay  1977).  Some  of  the 
frigatebird  records,  but  by  no  means  all,  can 
be  tied  to  discrete  weather  events  such  as 
tropical  storms;  the  absence  of  clear  evi- 
dence linking  the  records  of  the  skua  and 
the  shearwaters  to  storm  systems  suggests 
that  other  factors  may  have  resulted  in  their 
disorientation.  It  is  conceivable  that  off- 
course  birds  such  as  these  travel  along  major 
waterways  like  the  Colorado,  Columbia,  or 
Mississippi  River  systems,  for  instance,  or 
that  they  simply  have  faulty  navigational 
systems. 


Figure  2.  Streaked  Shearwater  carcass  found  in  Albany  County  near  Medicine  Bow,  Carbon  County,  Wyoming,  on  13  June  2098.  The  fairly 
uniform  upperparts  help  to  rule  out  similar  Pacific  shearwater  species,  particularly  luller's  Shearwater.  Photograph  by  David  McDonald 


Figure  1 Streaked  Shearwater  carcass  found  in  Albany  County  near  Medicine  Bow,  Carbon  County,  Wyoming,  on  13  June  2006. 

The  facial  streaking  is  better  evident  in  this  photograph  than  in  Figure  1 . The  dark  primary  coverts  and  long,  white  undertail  coverts 
extending  beyond  the  feet  eliminate  Pink-footed  and  Wedge-tailed  Shearwaters.  Photograph  by  David  McDonald. 
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Figure  4.  Streaked  Shearwater  carcass  found  in  Albany  County  near  Medicine  Bow,  Carbon  County,  Wyoming,  on  13  June  2006.  Along 
with  some  plumage  features,  the  bird's  pink  legs  superficially  suggest  Pink-footed  Shearwater.  Photograph  by  David  McDonald. 
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Abstract 

This  paper  establishes  the  third  record 
(chronologically,  the  second  record)  for 
North  America  of  Lesser  Frigatebird  (Fregata 
and),  an  adult  female  found  emaciated  and 
near  death  on  11  July  2003  near  Basin,  Big 
Horn  County,  Wyoming.  Details  surrounding 
the  original  encounter,  the  bird’s  demise  and 
final  resting  place,  reassessment  of  documen- 
tary photographs,  separation  from  other 
species,  and  weather  conditions  possibly  re- 
sponsible for  this  bird’s  presence  in  Wyoming 
are  discussed  herein. 


Field  encounter 

On  1 1 July  2003,  a Wyoming  Game  and  Fish 
Department  biologist  discovered  a severely 
emaciated  frigatebird  (Fregata)  lying  on  the 
ground  near  the  town  of  Basin,  Big  Horn 
County,  Wyoming.  He  picked  up  the  bird  and 
delivered  it  to  a wildlife  rehabilitation  clinic 
in  Cody,  where  the  bird  died  within  an  hour 
of  its  arrival.  Prior  to  and  after  its  demise,  sev- 
eral photographs  were  taken  (Figures  1-3). 
The  bird  was  promptly  placed  in  the  rehabili- 
tation center’s  freezer.  Later,  when  the  local 
museum  refused  the  specimen  because  it  was 


not  a species  native  to  the  state,  the  rehabili- 
tator  was  compelled  to  dispose  of  it  in  the  lo- 
cal landfill  due  to  wildlife  regulations  regard- 
ing storage  of  non-game  birds. 

During  this  period,  it  was  reasonably  as- 
sumed to  be  a Magnificent  Frigatebird  (F 
magnificens) , and  the  record,  along  with  all  of 
the  photographs  presented  here,  was  submit- 
ted as  that  species  to  the  Wyoming  Bird 
Records  Committee.  The  Committee  formally 
accepted  it  as  the  first  state  record  of  Magnif- 
icent Frigatebird  (file  WBRC  #03-002). 

Reassessment  of  the 
photographs 

In  late  June  2006,  while  working  on  a major 
publication  updating  the  status  and  distribu- 
tion of  Wyoming’s  avifauna,  1 asked  the  Cody 
wildlife  rehabilitator  about  the  Magnificent 
Frigatebird.  She  sent  a single  photograph  (Fig- 
ure 1)  showing  the  bird’s  dorsal  aspect  post- 
mortem and  mentioned  that  more  photo- 
graphs were  submitted  along  with  the  records 
committee  documentation.  Several  features 
immediately  looked  wrong  to  me  for  Magnifi- 
cent: the  reddish  orbital  ring,  pink  bill,  and  es- 
pecially the  white  collar  with  rusty  tinge  on 
the  hindneck.  I consulted  Harrison  (1985), 
and,  after  finding  that  Magnificent  did  not  ex- 
hibit any  of  those  characteristics  in  any 
age/sex  combination,  I contacted  the  records 
committee’s  Secretary  for  the  remaining  pho- 
tographs. 1 sent  these  images  to  several  seabird 
biologists,  who  confirmed  the  identification  as 
an  adult  female  Lesser  Frigatebird  (E  ariel). 

Identification 

As  Brennan  and  Schultz  (2006)  mention  re- 
garding their  analysis  of  a Lesser  Frigatebird  in 
Michigan,  it  is  important  to  determine  age  and 
sex  of  any  frigatebird  before  trying  to  establish 
a specific  identity.  Fortunately,  the  available 
photographs  of  Wyoming’s  frigatebird  are  of  an 
in-hand  or  deceased  bird,  and  several  diagnos- 
tic features  are  shown  in  close  detail. 

There  are  five  frigatebird  species  world- 
wide— Ascension  (F.  aquila),  Christmas  Is- 
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land  (F.  andrewsi),  Great  (F  minor).  Lesser, 
and  Magnificent.  All  five  share  similar  basic 
plumage  features  that  more  or  less  character- 
ize age  and  sex  classes.  Using  these  basic 
plumage  features,  one  may  decisively  rule  out 
sexes  and  entire  age  classes. 

The  Wyoming  frigatebird’s  black  head  rules 
out  juvenal  plumage  of  all  species,  in  which 
the  head  is  either  white  or  rust-colored,  de- 
pending on  the  species.  Additionally,  the  com- 
bination of  black  head  and  white  breast  (Fig- 
ure 2)  eliminates  males  of  all  age  classes  in  all 
species.  Subadult  and  adult  males  typically  ex- 
hibit a dark  head  and  upper  breast,  though 
many  age  classes  have  a white  belly  (Harrison 
1985,  Howell  1994).  In  Figure  2,  the  Wyoming 
bird  shows  a dark  head/throat,  white  breast, 
and  dark  belly,  defining  it  as  a female.  The 
rusty  tinge  to  the  white  collar,  also  apparent  on 
the  black  throat  in  Figure  2,  was  determined  to 
be  stain  from  the  handler’s  leather  gloves. 

Separation  of  close  age  classes  can  be  diffi- 
cult, as  frigatebirds  may  take  4-t  years  to  reach 
maturity  (Harrison  1985,  Howell  1994).  Ex- 
amination of  the  'wing  shows  a non-juvenal 
plO  (tenth  primary)  and  staffelmauser  pri- 
mary-replacement patterns  indicative  of  a 
frigatebird  at  least  four  years  old  (Figure  1; 
Peter  Pyle,  pers.  comm.).  Thus,  this  bird  has 
reached  maturity  and  can  be  safely  considered 
an  adult  female. 

For  adult  female  frigatebirds,  the  ventral 
patterning  is  crucial  for  separating  species.  The 
white  axillary  spurs  (Figure  2)  rule  out  Mag- 
nificent and  all  but  a small  proportion  of  Great 
Frigatebirds  (Harrison  1987).  Moreover,  un- 
like in  Magnificent  Frigatebird,  the  Wyoming 
frigatebird  has  a reddish  orbital  ring,  pink  bill, 
and  an  extensive  white  collar  dorsally  (Figure 
1):  Magnificent  shows  a blue  orbital  ring,  gray- 
ish bill,  and  a reduced  gray  hind  collar  (How- 
ell 1994).  The  black  throat  rales  out  female 
Great  Frigatebird,  which  has  a pale  gray  throat; 
likewise,  the  white  hind  collar  and  alar  bars 
(Figures  1,  3)  further  eliminate  Great,  in 
which  both  are  brown  Qames  2004). 

Of  the  three  remaining  species,  Ascension 
and  Christmas  Island  are  superficially  more 
similar  to  the  Wyoming  bird.  However,  pale- 
morph  adult  female  Ascension  Frigatebird 
has  a dark  head  and  brown  chest  (Harrison 
1985),  bill  and  orbital  ring  color  are  grayish 
and  pale  blue,  respectively,  and  Ascension 
also  has  a dark  alar  bar.  Christmas  Island 
Frigatebird  has  more  extensive  white  plumage 
below,  which  connects  the  collar  to  the  chest 
and  the  belly,  as  well  as  black  breast-tabs 
Qames  2004):  the  Wyoming  frigatebird’s  belly 
was  black,  and  the  white  chest  lacked  black 
breast-tabs  (Figure  2).  Thus,  we  are  left  only 
with  Lesser  Frigatebird  as  having  no  plumage 
characteristics  inconsistent  with  the 


Wyoming  bird.  In  addition,  the  size  of  this  fe- 
male frigatebird  in  comparison  with  a stan- 
dard-sized newspaper  (56  cm;  cf.  Figure  3)  is 
too  small  to  be  any  of  the  other  four  species 
(86  cm  minimum:  a full  50%  longer  than  the 
newspaper).  All  other  species  are  much  larger 
than  Lesser  Frigatebird,  which  measures  71- 
81  cm  (Harrison  1985). 

DiscussiO'ii 

Brennan  and  Schultz  (2006)  thoroughly  re- 
viewed the  only  other  North  American  record 
of  this  species  (Maine,  3 July  1960)  within 
their  account  of  the  Michigan  Lesser  Frigate- 
bird.  The  occurrence  of  any  frigatebird  in 


Wyoming  is  perhaps  even  more  remarkable 
than  the  two  other  North  American  records, 
given  the  state’s  landlocked  location  in  west- 
ern North  America.  Of  states  adjoining 
Wyoming,  only  Colorado  and  Utah  have  con- 
firmed records  for  Magnificent  Frigatebird 
(Sibley  2000).  Brennan  and  Schultz  (2006) 
rightly  indicate  that  strong  tropical  storm  ac- 
tivity is  probably  only  part  of  the  equation  for 
the  occurrence  of  these  birds  in  North  Amer- 
ica. While  the  previous  Maine  and  subse- 
quent Michigan  Lesser  Frigatebirds  have  been 
assumed  to  be  vagrants  of  the  South  Atlantic 
Ocean  subspecies  trinitatis,  which  breeds  on 
several  islands  far  east  of  the  coast  of  Brazil, 


Figure  1 . Dorsal  aspect  of  a Lesser  Frigatebird  found  near  Basin,  Big  Horn  County,  Wyoming  on  1 1 July  2003.  Note  the  extensive  white 
hind  color,  whitish  alar  bars,  pink  bill,  and  reddish  orbital  ring.  The  rusty  tinge  to  the  collar  (see  also  Figure  2)  is  residue  from  the  han- 
dler's leather  gloves.  Photograph  by  Susan  Ahalt 


Figure  2.  Ventral  aspect  of  a Lesser  Frigatebird  found  near  Basin,  Big  Horn  County,  Wyoming  on  1 1 July  2003.  The  prominent  white 
axillary  spurs,  black  beliy,  and  white  chest  help  to  rule  out  all  other  frigatebird  species.  Photograph  by  Susan  Ahalt. 
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Figure  i.  Lesser  Frigatebird  found  near  Basin,  Big  Horn  County,  Wyoming  on  11  July  2003,  shortly  before  its  death.  This  live  bird  is  only  slightly  longer  than  a standard-sized  newspaper  (S6  cm),  a meas- 
urement that  places  the  bird's  estimated  length  below  the  range  of  all  other  frigatebird  species.  Photographer  unknown  {also  for  frontispiece). 


the  source  population  for  the  Wyoming  Less- 
er Frigatebird  is  perhaps  less  likely  to  be  in 
the  Atlantic.  The  lack  of  significant  tropical 
weather  during  the  time  of  the  birds  discov- 
ery along  with  the  prevailing  westerly  winds 
preceding  the  date  of  its  discovery,  suggest  in- 
stead an  Indo-Pacific  Ocean  origin,  thus  most 
likely  indicative  of  a bird  of  the  nominate  sub- 
species, which  is  a widespread  breeder  in  the 
central  and  eastern  Indian  Ocean  and  which 
disperses  widely.  The  normal  dispersal  range 
of  Lesser  Frigatebird  populations  in  the  Indo- 
Pacific  Basin  does  not  extend  north  of  Japan, 
but  there  are  a few  extralimital  records  for 
Siberia  and  Hawaii  (Sibley  and  Clapp  1967, 
Harrison  1985,  Pratt  et  al.  1987).  The  sub- 
species ircclalei  (sometimes  called  Mascarene 
Lesser  Frigatebird)  of  the  western  Indian 
Ocean  has  a smaller  population  that  is  also 
geographically  more  remote  from  North 
America;  it  may  not  be  a valid  subspecies 
(Marchant  and  Higgins  1990). 

Satellite  imagery  showing  weather  systems 
from  the  week  before  the  Wyoming  frigate- 
bird’s  arrival  marks  a low-pressure  system  de- 
veloping in  the  northern  Pacific  Ocean  near 
Alaska’s  Aleutian  Islands  on  5 July;  this  sys- 
tem then  moved  in  a southeasterly  direction, 
toward  Wyoming,  producing  thunderstorms 
across  Montana  and  Wyoming  on  8 and  9 
July.  The  system  quickly  moved  out,  and  both 
10  and  11  July  were  mostly  clear  (UNISYS 
2006).  Thus,  the  frigatebird,  if  it  arrived  with 
this  system,  probably  wandered  for  several 
days  before  being  found  and  ultimately  suc- 
cumbed to  starvation.  If  this  bird  did  indeed 
arrive  from  the  North  Pacific  with  this  weath- 
er system,  it  represents  a remarkable  displace- 


ment, as  the  species  is  already  a vagrant  in  the 
northeastern  North  Pacific  Ocean. 

In  the  intermountain  West,  there  is  scant 
precedent  for  this  record.  Colorado’s  only 
Magnificent  Frigatebird  record  was  of  an 
adult  female  found  near  Denver  on  14  Sep- 
tember 1985,  then  again  at  a mountain  reser- 
voir on  16  September.  The  frigatebird,  appar- 
ently in  a starved  state,  was  eventually  killed 
by  a group  of  windsurfers  after  it  accosted  one 
of  them  (Webb  1985).  This  record  coincided 
with  remnants  of  Hurricane  Elena  from  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  possibility  that  Atlantic 
tropical  weather  influenced  the  Wyoming 
Lesser  Frigatebird’s  arrival  in  the  way  that 
Hurricane  Katrina  almost  certainly  did  for 
Michigan’s  Lesser  (Brennan  and  Schultz 
2006)  appears  to  be  remote:  the  only  storm 
activity  during  this  period  was  Tropical  Storm 
Bill,  which  arrived  on  the  upper  Texas  Gulf 
coast  30  June.  This  weak,  slow-moving  sys- 
tem moved  abruptly  eastward  after  making 
landfall  and  was  not  noted  for  any  avian  fall- 
out (Mark  Lockwood,  pers.  comm.). 
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SHORT  TRIPS  FOR  TARGET  SPECIES  MEXICO 


Migrant  on  a Prairie  Riven  Nebraska's  Platte 

Nebraska's  Platte  River  plays  host  every  spring  to  a migration 
phenomenon  unmatched  anywhere  on  the  continent,  with  half  a 
million  Sandhill  Cranes,  up  to  two  million  Snow  Geese,  and 
80%  of  the  American  population  of  Greater  White-fronted  Geese 
filling  the  fields  and  marshes.  Add  prairie  grouse,  several  million 
ducks,  and  a mind-boiling  abundance  of  raptors,  and  it  is  not 
hard  to  see  why  central  Nebraska  in  spring  is  high  on  every 
birder's  list  of  dream  destinations!  23-28  March  2007.  Leader 
and  contact:  Rick  Wright,  Aimophila  Adventures,  www.bir- 
daz.com,  birding@birdaz.com,  (520)  544-8643. 

Springtime  in  Texas  Hill  Country 

Designed  as  a pre-tour  for  the  bfayette  Gonvention,  this  trip  be- 
gins and  ends  in  San  Antonio  on  the  edge  of  the  Edwards  Plateau. 
The  Hill  Country  is  Texas'  most  beautiful  natural  region.  The  tar- 
gets are  two  very  special  endangered  species,  the  Golden-cheeked 
Warbler  and  the  Black-capped  Vireo,  both  of  which  restrict  their 
entire  breeding  range  to  the  plateau.  In  addition  to  these  two  gems, 
we  will  seek  out  other  Texas  specialties  such  as  the  Green  King- 
fisher, Golden-fronted  Woodpecker  and  Cave  Swallow.  A special 
visit  to  the  Frio  River  Bat  Cave'  will  treat  us  to  the  evening  exodus 
of  10  million  Free-tailed  Bats.  17-22  April  2007.  Contact: 
Stephen  Shunk,  Paradise  Birding,  (541)408-1753  or 
steve@paradisebirding.cora. 

Tran»-Gulf  Migration  Watdi-Missi^ppi 
and  Mobile  Bay,  Atebama 

In  conjunction  with  the  Lafayette  Convention,  WINGS  has 
arranged  a pre-tour  to  maximize  the  birding  opportunities  along 
the  central  flyway  with  leader  Gavin  Bieber..  Witness  the  miracle 
and  speaade  of  migration  in  one  of  the  best  places  in  the  United 
States:  the  central  Gulf  Coast.  As  millions  of  birds  make  their  way 
to  their  breeding  grounds  by  aossing  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  we  will 
be  in  good  position  for  the  opportunity  to  experience  a "fall-out". 
The  coastal  areas  of  Fort  Morgan  peninsula  and  Dauphin  Island 
also  offer  excellent  access  to  water  and  migrant  shorebirds.  After 
taking  in  one  of  North  America's  busiest  banding  stations,  we 
will  bird  along  the  coast,  stopping  at  the  largest  remaining  patch 
of  coastal  Long-leaf  Pine  forest  on  the  Mississippi  Sandhill  Crane 
NWR.  19-23  April  2007.  Contact:  WINGS,  www.wings- 
birds.com  or  888.293.6443. 

Bast  Texas  Woodpedcers  It  High  Island  l^granb 

loin  woodpecker  expert  Steve  Shunk  of  Paradise  Birding  on  a 
quest  for  seven  of  the  Lone  Star  State's  ten  nesting  woodpecker 
species  (see  two  of  the  remaining  three  on  our  pre-tour!).  We'll 
spend  two  nights  in  the  Pineywoods  to  look  for  Red-cockaded, 
Red-headed,  Red-bellied  plus  Hairy,  Downy,  Flicker  and  Pileated. 
This  habitat  also  hosts  Hooded  and  Pine  Warblers,  Brown- 
headed Nuthatch  and  Bachman's  Sparrow.  Our  other  two  nights 
will  have  us  based  on  the  upper  Texas  coast  with  visits  to  Brazos 
Bend,  Quintana  Sanctuary,  High  Island,  Bolivar  Flats  and 
Anahuac  Refuge.  This  trip  is  timed  to  see  hoards  of  migrants,  in- 
cluding Yellow-bellied  and  Acadian  Flycatchers,  plus  20  different 
warblers  and  nearly  two  dozen  shorebird  species.  30  April-4 
May  2007.  Contact  Stephen  Shunk,  Paradise  Birding, 
(541)408-1753,  or  steve@paradisebirding.com. 

Spring  WaiUer  Migration  in  Tenne^ee 
loin  John  C.  Robinson,  author  of  the  "Annotated  Check-list  of 
the  Birds  of  Tennessee”,  for  the  spring  bird  migration  in  the 
heartland  of  the  eastern  US.  Once  experienced,  no  one  can  forget 
the  eastern  warblers-one  of  the  most  highly  soucht-after  group 
of  birds  in  North  America.  Leam  to  identify  them  by  sight  and  by 
sound,  a technique  that  John  uses  on  all  his  tours.  Destinations 
include  Cross  Creeks  and  Reelfoot  NWR's.  Mississippi  Kite,  Yel- 
low-billed Cuckoo,  20  plus  species  of  warblers,  and  Orchard  Ori- 
ole should  be  seen.  6-11  May  2007.  Contact:  On  My 
Mountain,  5055  Business  Center  Drive,  Suite  108,  Box  110, 
Fairfield  CA  94534,  www.OnMyMountain.com/aba, 
(707)864-8279. 


Mazatlan  and  the  Durango  Road 

After  initial  explorations  near  Mazatlan  for  coastal  species  we  will 
begin  the  climb  from  the  seaside  to  the  high,  arid  plain  east  of 
the  Sierra  Madre  Occidental,  As  we  climb  through  the  mountains 
there  is  a marked  change  in  flora,  and  hence,  in  the  birds.  The 
prize  endemic  of  the  trip  is  Tufted  lay  among  the  35+  endemics. 
Led  by  PD  Hulce,  our  most  experienced  leader.  5-12  November 
2006.  Contact;  Bob  Odear,  OBServ  Tours,  Inc,  www.obsetv- 
tours.com,  observtours@bellsouth,net,  (615)292-2739. 

CARJBBEAH 

Zapata  Peninsula,  Northern  Archipelago  A Bastem  En- 
demic BMing  Regions  of  Cuba 

This  trip  covers  locations  in  western,  central  and  eastern  endemic 
habitats  and  visits  both  the  Atlantic  and  Caribbean  coasts,  offer- 
ing the  best  opportunities  for  the  greatest  number  of  endemics 
and  other  species.  17-28  January  2007.  Contact  Gary 
Markowski,  Cuba  Bird  Study  Program,  aibirds@aol.com, 
(860)  350-6752;  CBSP,  PO  Box  355,  New  Milford,  CT 
06776. 

CENTRAL  AND  SOUTH  AMERICA 

Expedition  to  the  Chilean  F|ords,  Z007 

After  two  nights  in  Buenos  Aires,  fly  to  Ushuaia  to  board  the 
Clipper  Adventurer  destined  for  Punta  Arenas.  Zodiac  landings  of- 
fer better  birding  opportunities,  with  albatross,  petrels  and  pen- 
guins on  the  agenda.  22  February-8  March  2007.  Contact 
Clipper  Cruise  Line,  www.clippercruise.com,  groupres® 
intrav.com,  (800)456-0020. 

Quito;  Pie  and  Post  Tour^  ABA  Conference 

Tropical  Birding  will  be  offering  six  pre  tours,  as  well  as  the  same 
six  tours  afterwards  to  make  more  of  your  trip  to  Ecuador.  Some 
trips  will  offer  extensions  for  a fuller  experience.  Destinations  of 
the  tours  will  be  to  the  Galapagos  (small  group),  Southern 
Ecuador  (endemics  of  the  Tumbesian,  )ocotoco  Antpitta),  North- 
west Ecuador  (tanagers  and  hummingbirds),  Canade  Reserve 
(forest  trails/experienced  birders),  Eastern  Ecuador  (tanagers  and 
quetzals,  including  Sacha  Lodge  & canopy  walkway),  and  the 
Ecuadorian  Amazon  (6  days  at  Sacha  Lodge).  All  trips  will  begin 
and  end  at  the  conference  hotel  Contact  Tropical  Birding, 
www.tropicaibirding.com,  qulto2007@tropicalbirding. 
com,  (800)348-5941. 

Quito;  Pro  and  Post  Tours,  ABA  Conference 

Neblina  Forest  is  offering  pre  and  post  tours  to  the  conference  as 
well  to  accommodate  the  attendees  for  additional  trips  while  in 
Ecuador.  Destinations  include  Pichincha  (antpittas  galore),  Napo 
Wildlife  Center  (observation  towers,  parrot  licks)  and  Gareno 
Lodge  (target  species:  Harpy  Eagle).  All  trips  will  begin  and  end 
at  the  conference  hotel.  Contart  Neblina  Forest,  www.nebli- 
naforest.com,  info@neblinaforest.com,  (800)538-2149. 

Birding  Bonanza  in  Northern  Argentina 

See  the  birds  and  natural  history  of  Northern  Argentina  with  vis- 
its to  the  Andes  lagoons,  Calilegua  National  Park,  the  Province 
of  Salta,  the  Ibera  Marshes,  and  Iguazu  National  Park.  loin  )ohn 
C.  Robinson  and  experienced  local  field  guides  on  an  unforget- 
table tour.  Search  for  specialties  such  as  Giant  Coot,  Lyre-tailed 
Nightjar,  Rufous-throated  Dipper,  and  Red-ruffed  Fruitcrow.  1-14 
July  2007.  Contact:  On  My  Mountain,  Inc.,  5055  Business 
Center  Drive,  Suite  108,  Box  110,  Fairfield,  CA  94534, 
www.OnMyMountain.com/aba,  (707)864-8279. 

EUROPE  AND  UK 

North  Norfolk  Bush  Bash 

This  is  a very  exciting  time  to  visit  what  many  people  regard  as 
being  the  premier  birding  county  in  the  UK.  Begin  in  London, 
exploring  the  RSPB  reserve  at  Tichwell  and  its  environs,  then  the 
reserve  at  Cley  along  the  coast.  Spot  migrating  terns  and  four 
species  of  skuas,  plus  shorebirds  galore.  Explore  the  East  Coast  of 
Norfolk  for  migrant  warblers.  A boat  charter  for  offshore  seabird 


passages  is  included,  plus  visits  to  other  RSPB  reserves  for  maxi- 
mum observations.  19-27  September  2007.  Contact  and 
leader:  Neil  Donaghy,  Celtic  Bird  Tours,  Birds@celtic- 
tours.org.uk,  044-1615-645-709. 

Spain 

This  customized  trip  is  designed  to  see  the  maximum  numbers  of 
birds  in  the  height  of  southward  migration  from  Europe  to 
Africa.  There  is  no  better  place  to  see  the  speaade  of  hundreds  of 
migrating  birds  and  raptors!  Visit  rocky  habitats  and  marshlands 
for  endemia  as  well.  Fall  2007.  Contaa  Siemer  & Hand 
Travel,  www.siemerhand.com,  lravel@siemerhand.com, 
(800)451-4321. 

AFRICA 

Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the 
Umpopo  Bushveld  via  Kruger  Park 

Discover  the  landscape  of  floral  beauty  that  is  home  to  a host  of 
highly  localized  SA  endemic  birds  species  such  as  the  Cape  Sug- 
arbird  and  the  Orange-breasted  Sunbird.  The  Cape  Peninsula 
provides  excellent  pelagic  birding  to  the  south,  and  the  Great  Ka- 
roo to  the  north.  The  second  leg  takes  us  to  lohannesburg  and 
in  search  of  the  Big  Six-Martial  Eagle,  Lappet-faced  Vulture,  Sad- 
dle-billed Stork,  Kori  Bustard,  Ground  Hombill  and  if  we're 
lucky,  the  Pel's  Fishing  Owl.  10-25  February  2007.  Contact: 
Avdan  Leisure  Birding  & Wildlife  Safaris,  www.avian- 
leisure.com,  enquiries@avianieisure.com,  tel/fax  +27-21- 
786-1414,  cell  +27-83-272-2455. 

Garden  Route  to  Addo  Elephaitt  Park 

Explore  seven  different  habitats  in  the  Southern  Cape,  with  a tar- 
get bird  list  of  around  300,  plus  over  30  mamma!  species!  With 
staging  migrants  abundant,  seeking  out  the  residents  should  pro- 
vide for  excellent  birding.  A pelagic  trip  should  assure  albatross, 
shearwaters,  gannets,  petrels,  and  marine  mammals.  17-31 
March  2007.  Contaa:  Avian  Leisure  Birding  & Wildlife  Sa- 
faris, www.avianleisure.com,  enquiries@avianieisure. 
com,  tel/fax  +27-21-786-1414,  cell  +27-83-272-2455. 

ASIA 

Turicey 

Our  friends  at  Siemer  & Hand  Travel  are  putting  together  a won- 
derful trip  for  us  during  the  height  of  migration.  This  custom-de- 
signed itinerary  led  by  Soner  Bekir,  local  birding  leader,  takes  in 
western  Turkey,  starting  in  Ankara  (Soguksu  National  Park)  to 
Kulu  and  the  Sultansazligi  Nature  Reserve  (rookery);  a dawn  look 
for  Caspian  Snowcock,  then  coastal  birding  along  the  Goksu 
Delta,  and  the  riparian  Euphrates  River.  Desert  habitat  of  Biraecik 
allows  a new  variety  of  birds,  with  275  trip  birds  likely.  Pre-trip 
(May  8-13)  includes  Dilek  National  Park,  the  Gediz  Delta 
(12,000  pairs  of  flamingo  breed  here)  Kocacay  Delta,  and  Lake 
Uluabat.  12-26  May  2007.  Contaa  Siemer  & Hand  Travel, 
www.siemerhand.com,  travel@sieraerhand.com,  (800)451- 
4321. 

PACIFIC  OCEAN 

Nature  Cniising  Through  the  Philippine  Islands 

Enjoy  the  comforts  of  the  Clipper  Odysse)'  while  exploring  the 
magic  of  the  Philippines  with  birding  specialist  Brent  Stephen- 
son, the  discoverer  of  the  supposedly  extina  New  Zealand 
Storm-Petrel,  and  a world  birding  guide.  Shore  excursions  and 
sightseeing  included  in  18  days  of  travel.  3-20  April  2007.  Op- 
tional post  trip  to  Hong  Kong.  Contact  Clipper  Cruise  Line, 
www.clippercruise.com,  groupres@intrav.com,  (800)456- 
0200. 

Wild  Hawaii 

loin  Rob  Pacheco  on  a new  itinerary  for  the  islands.  We  will  visit 
the  vast  variety  of  habitats  and  elevations  to  see  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  bird  species,  both  endemic  and  introduced.  This  trip  sells 
out  every  year,  so  make  plans  early  to  join  us!  13-23  March 
2007.  Contact  Siemer  & Hand  Travel,  www.siemerhand. 
com,  travel@siemerhand.com,  (800)451-4321. 


For  more  tours  go  to  www.americanbirding.org/tours 
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The  Changing  Seasons:  Far  fetched 
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The  spring  of  2006  put  most  of  us  in 
mind,  well,  of  the  spring  of  2005,  in 
the  eastern  half  of  the  continent,  in  any 
case:  that  is,  it  was  warm,  hut  there  was  some 
“weather”  in  May  that  slowed  migration,  so 
that  the  early  part  of  the  season  saw  an  abun- 
dance of  early  arrivals  (and  few  concentra- 
tions of  migrants),  but  the  latter  part 
of  migration  slowed,  as  birds  awaited 
favorable  winds.  Overall,  conditions 
were  driest  in  the  Southwest,  wettest 
in  the  Northeast  and  Northwest — as  is 
true  in  most  years — but  generally 
warmer  in  the  East,  cooler  in  the  West, 
a crude  pattern  familiar  from  many 
springs  past  and  a function  of  the  av- 
erage position  of  the  jet  stream. 

In  Canada’s  Atlantic  provinces, 
temperatures  ran  about  3.5°  F above 
average;  next  door,  in  Quebec,  tem- 
peratures were  3-5°  F above  normal, 
relatively  warmer  in  the  north,  and  set 
records  in  many  cases;  and  Ontario 
also  had  a warm  spring,  likewise  with 
a cool-down  in  mid/late  May.  Reports 
from  the  East  generally  agree  that  the 
season  was  warmer  and  drier  than 
normal,  with  a wet  mid-May  that  in 
some  cases  was  extreme.  For  instance, 
while  March  in  Massachusetts  was  the 
third  driest  in  112  years.  May  was  the 
second  wettest  ever  there,  with  over  50 
cm  of  rain  (and  devastating  floods)  in 
some  locations  in  northern  Massachu- 
setts. The  effects  of  the  mid-May 
storms  were  negligible  in  the  South- 
east and  Gulf  of  Mexico  states,  where 
warm  temperatures  and  moderate 
weather  was  reported  throughout  the  period. 
Eastern  Texas  had  some  good  soaking  rains  to 
relieve  parched  conditions  there. 

The  Midwest  had  a more  active  weather  pat- 
tern, as  is  typical  in  spring,  with  strong  storms 
passing  between  late  March  and  early  April  in 
the  central  Midwest.  Between  late  March  and 
early  May,  the  Midwest  recorded  temperatures 
well  above  the  average;  April  in  Illinois  and  In- 
diana, for  instance,  saw  temperatures  that  av- 
eraged 5-6°  F above  normal,  “resulting  in  an 
early  leaf-out  and  giving  the  impression  of  late 
arrival  times  for  many  groups  of  birds;  actual 
arrival  dates,  however,  proved  to  be  about  nor- 
mal,” according  to  Jim  Hengeveld,  Keith  Mc- 
Mullen, and  Geoffrey  Williamson.  From  Min- 
nesota to  Michigan,  Iowa  to  Missouri,  unusu- 
ally warm  weather  continued  through  much  of 
April  but  abruptly  ended  on  9 May,  particular- 
ly in  the  north,  as  a large  low-pressure  system 


stalled  over  Lake  Michigan,  bringing  over  a 
week  of  rain  and  cool  temperatures.  This  peri- 
od of  cool,  wet  weather  extended  into  Ap- 
palachia, and  Brainard  Palmer-Ball  and  Chris 
Sloan  report  mortality  in  some  species  such  as 
Purple  Martin  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  It  is 
interesting  that  this  mid-May  cool-down  oc- 


Spring  2006  was  most  memorable  for  fallouts  of  shorebirds, 
from  Alaska  to  Atlantic  Canada.  This  striking  adult  Lesser  Sand- 
Plover  in  breeding  plumage  was  photographed  on  the  edge  of 
Sitkin  Sound,  along  the  east  side  of  Clam  Lagoon,  Adak  Island, 
Alaska  on  16  May  2006.  Photograph  by  John  Puschock. 

curred  at  nearly  the  same  time  as  the  coastal 
Atlantic  storms. 

As  often  seems  to  occur,  the  spring  was 
warmer  overall  in  the  eastern  prairies  than 
farther  west:  March/April  was  warmer  than 
usual  in  Manitoba  but  rather  cool  and  often 
wet  from  Alberta  westward  through  British 
Columbia  and  north  into  Yukon  and  Alaska. 
Mainland  Alaska  reported  La  Ninn-like  condi- 
tions, mostly  cooler  than  average,  cloudy,  but 
with  a week  of  70°  F weather  in  mid-May.  To 
the  south,  Idaho  and  Montana  also  saw  its 
warmest  weather  in  May,  while  the  Pacific 
Northwest’s  extremely  wet  winter  gave  way  to 
a wet,  cool,  late  spring,  with  precipitation 
heaviest  in  the  first  half  of  the  season,  setting 
local  records  in  Mono  County  and  Humboldt 
County,  California.  From  southern  California 
to  western  Texas,  north  into  the  Great  Basin 
and  southern  Rockies,  conditions  were  warm 


and  very  dry,  reaching  “extreme  drought” 
proportions  from  New  Mexico  north  to 
southeastern  Colorado. 

Regular  readers  of  this  column  will  be  un- 
surprised to  read  the  words  “lackluster”  and 
“uneventful”  and  “dull”  and  “slow”  in  two- 
dozen  regional  reports  in  reference  to  passer- 
ine migration.  Warm  spring  seasons 
with  relatively  few  cold  fronts  make 
the  job  of  writing  this  column  both 
easier  and  more  difficult!  The  height  of 
migration,  in  May,  saw  fallouts  of 
passerines  in  the  Midwest  and  western 
Gulf  Coast,  but  along  most  of  the 
northern  East  Coast,  into  Canada,  the 
northeasterly  winds  shut  down  migra- 
tion of  most  birds  through  about  22 
May.  Blake  Maybank,  writing  of  the 
migration  in  the  Atlantic  Provinces, 
adds  that  in  addition  to  the  effects  of 
contrary  winds,  “1  suspect  we  are  wit- 
nessing the  persistent  effects  of  the 
massive  mortality  events  of  spring 
2005” — thus  the  low  numbers  of  mi- 
grants but  typical  diversity.  In  the  mid- 
Atlantic  states,  southerly  winds  blew 
mostly  in  early  April,  23-25  April,  4-5 
May,  and  24-28  May,  with  strong  land- 
bird  migration  noted  from  New  Eng- 
land through  Virginia  during  those 
windows  but  little  migration  docu- 
mented during  mid-May  at  all.  As  a re- 
sult, “overshooting”  species  (kites, 
doves,  and  their  ilk)  were  also  mostly 
below  average  across  the  board,  from 
the  Rockies  to  eastern  Canada.  In  the 
Midwest,  observers  lamented  the 
rather  dull,  warm  April,  with  few  con- 
centrations of  migrants,  and  the  mostly  slow 
May;  the  cold,  wet  period  in  the  middle  of  May 
led  to  local  backups/fallouts  of  warblers  in 
Iowa  and  in  northeastern  Ohio  (which  record- 
ed 38  species  of  warblers)  but  to  a “dead  stop” 
to  migration  in  Michigan  and  'Wisconsin.  Gulf 
Coast  states  had  a rather  mixed  experience  of 
the  spring.  Western  Florida  and  Alabama  had 
dry  weather  and  few  fronts;  one  seasoned  ob- 
served remarked  that  it  was  “as  though  migra- 
tion had  not  taken  place.”  To  the  west,  howev- 
er, Louisiana  birders  experienced  a better  mi- 
gration than  average,  and  several  cool  fronts 
coincided  conveniently  with  weekends.  As  in 
the  East,  superlatives  on  migration  were  scarce 
in  the  regional  reports  from  the  West.  Evi- 
dence of  heavy  migration  was  spotty  and  local: 
several  good  waves  of  western  migrants  were 
noted  in  Southern  California,  especially  22 
April-4  May  and  7 May;  storm-groundings  of 
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shorebirds  came  in  mid-May  in  Colorado  and 
Wyoming;  and  a good  flight  of  Veery  and 
Gray-cheeked  Thrush  was  documented  in 
Colorado. 

I beg  your  pardon? 

Picture  this.  The  time  is  July  1976,  a year  of  a 
great  bicentennial  celebration  in  the  United 
States,  the  two-hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  Bell-bottom 
blue  jeans,  disco,  pop-tarts,  corn-dogs,  and 
the  environmental  movement  in  full  flower. 
At  the  Democratic  National  Convention  in 
New  York  City,  a lifelong  birder  named  James 
Earl  Carter,  Jr.,  is  nominated  as  the  party’s 
candidate  for  President  of  the  United  States. 
During  one  of  the  endless  festivals  of  the 
summer,  you  duck  into  a tent,  on  a lark,  to 
ask  a psychic  what  birding  will  look  like  30 
years  from  now,  in  the  futuristic-sounding 
year  of  2006.  She  gazes  into  her  crystal  ball. 

“Pm  seeing  a Verdin  in  Washington  state;  a 
Southern  Lapwing  in  Maryland;  White-tailed 
Hawks  in  Massachusetts  and  Jersey;  maybe  a 
Broad-billed  Hummingbird  in  Nova  Scotia. 
Whooping  Cranes  and  whistling-ducks  all 
over  the  place.  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  nest- 
ing everywhere;  they  reach  Yukon  that  year. 
Great  Tits  in  Wisconsin.  Eh?  No,  wise  guy — 
the  bird.  Breeding  in  Wisconsin.  Maybe  an- 
other report  of  Ivory-billed  Woodpecker;  I’m 
getting  . . . Florida?  Yes,  Florida.  Oh,  plus  all 
those  splits — vireos,  golden-plovers,  sharp- 
tailed sparrows,  murrelets,  orioles,  towhees, 
thrushes,  flycatchers,  gulls,  geese,  sapsuckers, 
what  have  you — vagrants  of  those,  all  over. 
Ooh,  but  hybrids,  hon,  watch  out  for  hybrids. 
What  a mess  with  those.  Who  knew?”  She 
pauses  ominously. 

Your  jaw  drops  and  you  shake  your  head, 
trying  to  take  it  all  in.  “That’ll  be  $5,”  she  re- 
minds you.  Still  in  shock,  you  press  for  more. 
“What?”  she  says.  “No,  nothing  else  goes  ex- 
tinct that  I can  see.  No,  no  splits  in  the  war- 
blers, hon,  sorry;  but  no  more  lumps,  either. 
And  Kirtland’s  Warbler  is  doing  well,  yes.  You’ll 
get  your  Kirtland’s.  No,  doll,  no  more  birder- 
presidents.  Enjoy  this  one.  That’ll  be  $10.” 

Far  fetched?  Welcome  to  Birding  2006.  Keep 
your  hands  inside  the  roller  coaster  at  all  times. 

North  of  Normal 

It  seems  that  when  these  far-flung  vagrants  pop 
up  in  the  emailbox,  as  they  do  increasingly  of- 
ten, 1 hear  an  evermore  familiar  voice  saying: 
“What  next?!”  Just  as  we  get  used  to  far-flung 
White-winged  Doves  and  Mississippi  Kites  in 
spring,  we  have  to  get  our  heads  around  non- 
migratory  birds  of  the  border  states — White- 
tailed Hawk,  Verdin — in  the  Northeast  and 
Northwest,  respectively.  Like  Marvin  Gaye,  we 


may  wonder  “What’s  going  on?” 

Or  could  we  take  a different  philosophical 
attitude:  perhaps  we  should  relax  our  view  of 
“normal”  distributional  ranges  when  it  comes 
to  birds.  Some  schools  of  Buddhism  teach  that 
every  situation  is  but  a passing  memory.  So  it 
is  with  our  attempts  to  conceive  of  the  actual 
distribution  of  a bird  species — they  are  outdat- 
ed as  soon  as  we  have  described  them.  More 
than  any  other  single  factor,  this  is  what  makes 
our  birding,  and  this  journal,  so  perdurable 
and  so  fascinating:  birds  do  not  stay  put.  Even 
when  we  try  to  map  their  whereabouts  in  real 
time  (such  as  in  maps,  as  on 
<www.ebird.org>),  we  trade  in  illusion,  in  a 
sense.  Birding  can  reassure,  can  calm  us— like 
seeing  old  friends  during  the  holidays — and 
the  commoner  birds  are  our  companions 
throughout  our  lives.  But  birding  also  shocks 
us,  presents  us  with  visitors  we  scarcely  ex- 
pect. And  as  we  adjust  to  these,  incorporate 
and  accommodate  them,  new,  even  less-ex- 
pected visitors  appear.  And  we  need  not  even 
see  these  birds  ourselves:  as  a birding  commu- 
nity, we  register  shock  and  wonder  vicariously, 
at  the  birding  experiences  of  others.  We  may, 
when  we  are  green  and  new  to  birding,  envy 
such  experiences;  when  we  ripen,  we  come  to 
marvel  at  them,  allow  them  to  inspire  us  and 
sharpen  our  anticipation  and  discernment. 
This  journal’s  great  task,  and  privilege,  is  to  di- 
gest our  experiences  and  make  sense  of  them, 
to  prepare  and  sharpen  our  minds  for  the  sur- 
prises to  come.  We  never  do  justice  to  a season 
of  birding.  But  let’s  begin  with  the  least  sur- 
prising, with  the  patterns  we  know  best,  before 
pondering  the  singular  and  the  strange. 

Doves — those  perennial  components  of 
nearly  every  spring  “Changing  Seasons”  essay 
in  recent  memory  (most  thoroughly  in  Leuk- 
ering  and  Gibbons  [2005]) — marched  on- 
ward and  upward  in  2006  but  not  quite  with 
the  gale-force  barnstorming  we  have  seen  in 
other  spring  seasons.  White-winged  Doves 
were  just  “average”  in  their  appearances, 
aside  from  the  22  reports  from  Colorado  and 
Wyoming  and  six  in  Indiana;  Missouri  and 
Northern  California  each  reported  two,  and 
sightings  of  singles,  mostly  in  May,  came  from 
Newfoundland,  Nova  Scotia,  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  North  Dakota,  Minnesota,  Illinois, 
Delaware,  Virginia,  and  the  mountains  of  Ala- 
bama. Inca  Dove  was  seen  in  Nebraska  and 
Missouri  and  noted  as  holding  on  or  expand- 
ing in  Colorado,  Oklahoma,  and  Kansas. 
Eurasian  Collared-Dove  consolidated  gains  in 
the  Southeast,  particularly  southernmost  Vir- 
ginia, and  single  birds  made  it  to  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Ontario,  and  Pennsylvania — 
none  to  New  England  or  Canada  otherwise. 
However,  in  the  northwestern  sector  of  the 
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continent,  the  species  was  on  fire,  with  mas- 
sive gains  in  Washington,  Oregon,  British  Co- 
lumbia, Idaho,  and  Montana.  Northern  Cali- 
fornia and  many  locations  in  Mexico  are  re- 
porting increases  as  well.  Reports  of  escapees 
in  Guerrero,  Mexico  and  in  Petersburg,  Alas- 
ka make  understanding  the  “natural”  spread 
of  this  species  tricky — not  least  because  some 
of  the  birds  that  escape  are  mixed  with  what 
we  are  now  instructed  to  call  African  Col- 
lared-Dove  (formerly  Ringed  Turtle-Dove),  a 
specimen  of  which  was  found  at  Daytona 
Beach,  Florida  this  season.  Good  documenta- 
tion of  the  spread  of  Streptopelia  doves  is  thus 
still  very  much  warranted:  the  situation  is  not 
nearly  as  straightforward  as  it  may  seem. 

Spring  regional  reports  are  also  usually  re- 
plete with  records  of  kites  “overshooting” 
their  southerly  ranges,  and  this  season  was 
no  exception.  Mississippi  Kites  are  invariably 
the  most  numerous  of  the  three  widespread 
kites,  and  in  spring  2006,  15  extralimital 
birds  made  it  to  Cape  Cod  (one).  Cape  May 
(and  two  other  New  Jersey  sites;  eight  total  in 
the  state),  and  Pennsylvania  (four),  as  well  as 
to  Calumet  County,  Wisconsin  and  Furnace 
Creek  Ranch,  California.  Almost  as  wide- 
spread north  of  regular  range,  single  Swal- 
low-tailed Kites  appeared  in  nine  locations, 
all  the  in  the  East:  two  in  Virginia,  one  in 
Maryland,  two  in  Pennsylvania,  one  in  Con- 
necticut, one  in  Massachusetts,  and  two  in 
Ontario.  White-tailed  Kite,  the  least  prone  to 
wanderlust,  appeared  in  Nevada  (two), 
Louisiana  (two),  Arkansas,  and  Osage  Coun- 
ty, Oklahoma;  reports  are  increasing  in  Ari- 
zona and  New  Mexico,  where  the  species  ap- 
pears to  be  in  a mode  of  expansion  (one  as  far 
north  as  Becker  Lake,  Arizona),  and  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest. 

In  the  West,  birders  have  been  finding 
Crested  Caracaras  well  out  of  range  in  recent 
years,  in  numbers  that  have  been  comparable 
to  kite’s  counts.  In  spring  2006,  single  birds 
were  found  north  Washington  (one)  and 
Oregon  (two),  as  well  as  to  Monterey,  Santa 
Cruz,  and  Sonoma  Counties,  California  (up 
to  six  total).  In  core  range — in  the  United 
States,  mostly  southern  Arizona  and  Texas — 
the  species  is  expanding  a bit:  both  states  re- 
ported caracaras  in  extralimital  locations, 
and  New  Mexico  reports  came  from  three 
sites.  The  trajectory  of  these  remarkable 
flights  is  not  just  to  the  north  and  northwest, 
however;  as  in  other  recent  seasons,  some 
caracaras  are  apparently  moving  toward  the 
northeast  as  well.  This  season,  one  was  found 
on  15  April  in  Kankakee,  Illinois.  Given  the 
northward  expansion  of  caracaras  in  Florida 
(this  season  saw  one  in  Orange  County  31 
May),  it  is  tempting  to  wonder  whether  some 
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of  the  recent  eastern  reports,  as  in  New 
Brunswick,  might  refer  to  Florida  birds;  how- 
ever, the  absence  of  records  in  the  Southeast 
otherwise  suggests  that  the  vagrants  are 
mostly  from  the  West. 

Other  raptors  whose  distributions  lie  most- 
ly south  of  the  U.S.-Mexican  border  are  also 
being  detected  well  north  of  usual  range  in  the 
border  states.  Short-tailed  Hawk  leads  this  list, 
although  most  records  are  coming  from  new 
areas  in  border  states,  such  as  the  Davis 


Mountains  Preserve  (23  April+),  the  first  for 
the  Trans-Pecos  region  of  Texas,  and  Rat- 
tlesnake Springs  (24  April),  only  the  second 
ever  for  New  Mexico.  Elsewhere  in  Texas,  a 
pair  was  seen  displaying  in  Bentsen  (30  April), 
and  another  was  at  the  Santa  Margarita  Ranch 
(25  April).  We  should  recall  that  the  species 
was  barely  known  in  Texas  only  a few  years 
ago.  Less  widespread  were  reports  of  wander- 
ing Common  Black-Hawk  (northern  Califor- 
nia), Gray  Hawk  (new  areas  in  Arizona  and 


New  Mexico),  and  Harris’s  Hawk  (Cherokee 
County,  Oklahoma).  But  birders  living  within 
a few  hundred  kilometers  of  these  species’ 
range  edges  should  keep  an  eye  out  for  them. 

Far  less  expected  this  season  were  reports 
of  several  extralimital  White-tailed  Hawks  in 
Texas,  as  far  north  as  Granger  Lake, 
Williamson  County  (23  April).  However,  only 
a psychic  could  have  foreseen  the  appearance 
of  a White-tailed  Hawk  in  Hadley,  Massachu- 
setts (22-24  April) — or  of  one  at  the  Great 
Swamp  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  New  Jersey 
(25  April),  or  one  in  North  Truro,  Massachu- 
setts (27  April).  At  least  two  White-tailed 
Hawks,  possibly  three,  were  touring  the  East 
in  late  April!  Normally,  in  light  of  the  recent 
wandering  of  other  southern  raptors,  our  in- 
clination would  be  to  consider  these  birds 
wild;  but  photographs  of  the  Hadley  bird 
show  an  odd  pattern  of  wear  or  damage  to 
primaries,  not  unusual  for  birds  held  in  cap- 
tivity. Does  this  bird’s  condition  then  cast 
doubt  on  the  wild  provenance  of  the  New  Jer- 
sey bird  or  the  Cape  Cod  bird,  which  appar- 
ently did  not  have  damaged  primaries?  The 
Special  Attention  boxes  in  the  New  England 
and  Hudson-Delaware  reports  are  most  in- 
structive on  these  points.  In  weighing  the  ev- 
idence against  the  larger  context — southern 
raptors  straying  to  the  north — one  is  tempted 
to  discount  the  primary  damage  in  favor  of 
the  notion  of  a “flight”  of  White-tailed  Hawks 
in  spring  2006.  Were  weather  patterns  con- 
ducive for  bringing  raptors  from  Texas  to  the 
Northeast  in  the  last  days  of  April?  It  would 
seem  that  they  would  favor  movement  of 
birds  from  southern  Texas  toward  the  North- 
east, rather  similar  to  the  scenarios  we  see 
with  Cave  Swallows  in  November:  an  advanc- 
ing low-pressure  system  crosses  Texas  and  the 
prairies,  pushing  southwesterly  and  southerly 
winds  ahead  of  it,  20-21  April  (Figure  1) — ef- 
fectively a pipeline  toward  the  Northeast.  The 
subsequent  weather  patterns  (Figures  2,  3) 
show  that  the  New  Jersey-to-Massachusetts 
corridor  would  be  literally  the  end  of  the  line 
for  a buteo  using  warm,  southerly  winds:  this 
area  had  precipitation  ahead  of  the  warm 
front,  a high-pressure  area  to  the  north,  and 
lows  to  the  east  and  west.  Thus,  it  seems  plau- 
sible that  these  White-tailed  Hawks  could 
have  gotten  to  New  Jersey  and  Massachusetts 
on  favorable  winds. 

In  the  western-raptors-east  department,  we 
should  point  out  not  just  the  Illinois  caracara 
but  also  number  of  dark-morph  Western  Red- 
tailed Hawks  (subspecies  cahinis)  in  the  East: 
one  in  Forsyth  County,  North  Carolina  (16 
March);  one  in  Jefferson  County,  Kentucky 
(30  March);  one  at  Presque  Isle  State  Park, 
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Pennsylvania  (31  March);  and  one  wintering 
at  Gatineau,  Quebec  (through  6 April).  Two 
Harlan’s  Hawks  in  Hopkins  County,  Kentucky 
on  12  March  also  merit  mention.  These 
records  are  from  the  margins  of  range,  or  well 
beyond  them,  but  my  impression  is  that  such 
records  are  increasing  slowly,  with  greater  at- 
tention to  buteos  over  the  years. 

In  spring,  the  general  pattern  of  “over- 
shooting” has  been  that  most  eastern  birds 
stay  east,  most  western  birds  west — the  birds 
are  mostly  north  of  their  usual  latitudinal  lim- 
its. Longitudinally  displaced  birds,  which  are 
not  called  “overshooters”  (though  there  may 
be  some  common  mechanism),  are  also  well 
known  in  spring,  if  fewer  in  most  years:  Cal- 
ifornia’s unpredictable  mid-May-through-ear- 
ly-June  influx  of  eastern  warblers  and  other 
Neotropical  migrants;  and  the  less-impres- 
sive scattering  of  western  passerines  in  the 
East,  usually  most  pronounced  in  the  North- 
east. The  spring  of  2006  was  far  below  aver- 
age in  California  for  eastern  birds  but  above 
average  for  western  birds  east,  good  examples 
this  spring  being  Western  Tanagers  (Quebec, 
Maine,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
Ohio,  Louisiana,  plus  12  in  the  Western 
Great  Lakes  region);  Golden-crowned  Spar- 
rows in  New  Brunswick  (two).  Nova  Scotia 
(two),  and  Massachusetts  (one);  and  a Lark 
Bunting  singing  in  a Bangor,  Maine  spruce 
bog  28  May!  Some  of  the  tanagers  and  spar- 
rows in  these  cases  were  clearly  overwinter- 
ing birds,  but  a few  were  migrants  on  the 
move,  probably  from  extralimital  wintering 
areas.  Other  species  that  appear  to  be  moving 
as  much  eastward/westward  as  they  are  to  the 
north  include  Glossy  Ibis,  actively  expanding 
westward  (many  in  Colorado,  three  in  Ari- 
zona, seven  in  New  Mexico,  and  three  in  Ida- 
ho), White-faced  Ibis,  continuing  to  expand 
eastward,  and  White  Ibis,  making  a few  more 
appearances  out  West  (New  Mexico,  Col- 
orado). 

But  most  eastern  birds  stay  east,  western 
birds  west,  even  when  overshooting.  Vagrant 
Swainson’s  Warblers,  for  instance,  stayed 
mostly  in  the  East:  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri  22 
April;  near  Winnipeg,  Manitoba  8 May;  in  the 
Toronto,  Ontario  area  12  May;  at  Headlands, 
Ohio  20-21  May;  and  in  Westmoreland  Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania  25  May.  Anhinga — which 
certainly  wanders  but  mostly  to  the  north  of 
its  southeastern  range  in  North  America — 
made  it  north  to  Exton,  Pennsylvania  4 May 
(potentially  a first  documented  for  the  state) 
and  to  Kidder  County,  North  Dakota  9 April 
(one  soaring  with  Sandhill  Cranes  was  also  a 
state  first).  Reports  of  Magnificent  (or 
unidentified)  Frigatebirds,  when  not  tied  to 


tropical  storms,  are  normally  coastal  but 
rarely  as  widespread  as  in  the  second  half  of 
May  2006:  two  were  in  Maine  (20  May),  one 
in  Massachusetts  (17  May),  two  in  New  Jersey 
(18  May),  one  in  Virginia  (26  May-r),  as  many 
as  eight  in  North  Carolina  (22  April,  15-26 
May),  and  singles  in  South  Carolina  (27  May) 
and  Georgia  (24  May).  Such  records  have 
shown  distinct  increases  in  recent  seasons. 

In  the  West,  similarly  remarkable  were 
Hooded  Orioles  at  Grand  Junction,  Colorado 
26-30  May  (first  for  the  state)  and  at  three 
Washington  sites  (2-24  May;  sixth  through 
eighth  state  records) — recalling  their  sorties 
as  far  north  as  the  Yukon  in  spring  2005 
(Leukering  and  Gibbons  2005).  Reports  of 
vagrant  Broad-billed  Hummingbirds  came 
from  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado  13  April 
(third  for  the  state);  Las  Vegas,  Nevada 
through  31  March;  Johnson  County,  Kansas 
26  April  (state  second);  near  Ramona,  Cali- 
fornia 14-18  April;  and  at  El  Centro,  Califor- 
nia 20-21  April.  Although  the  orioles  were 
best  characterized  as  “overshooting,”  at  least 
some  of  the  hummingbirds  may  well  have 
wintered  not  far  away — though  not  the  Col- 
orado Springs  bird,  which  had  wintered,  and 
been  banded,  in  New  Iberia,  Louisiana!  Still 
unimpressed?  How  about  an  apparent  Broad- 
billed Hummingbird  in  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia 
23  May — not  photographed  but  pretty  well 
described,  it  would  represent  a first  spring 
record  for  the  Atlantic  coast  of  North  Ameri- 
ca. For  a species  of  the  Southwest,  the  arc  of 
vagrancy  described  by  these  records — from 


southern  California  to  Atlantic  Canada — is 
quite  unusual  and  difficult  to  characterize  us- 
ing terms  such  as  “overshooting”  or  “expand- 
ing.” Certainty  no  other  hummingbird  species 
has  such  a pattern  at  this  season. 

Species  with  both  eastern  and  western  pop- 
ulations typically  show  the  most  widespread 
patterns  of  spring  vagrancy,  though  we  regis- 
ter such  records  when  the  birds  are  north  of 
usual  range,  and  so  the  degree  of  longitudinal 
displacement  (the  vector  of  vagrancy,  if  you 
will)  is  difficult  to  divine.  Painted  Bunting, 
whose  vagrancy  has  been  well  canvassed  in 
this  journal  (Mlodinow  and  Hamilton  2005), 
turned  up  this  spring  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

10  May  (a  state  first),  Cumberland  County, 
Kentucky  26  May  (state  second),  and  Bashaw, 
Alberta  4 May  (also  second).  Black  Rails, 
which  also  have  a broad  but  discontinuous 
breeding  range  in  North  America,  appeared  in 
Illinois,  Indiana  (two).  New  Mexico,  and  Peb- 
ble Beach,  California. 

Whistling-ducks,  which  have  eastern  pop- 
ulations but  which  in  the  West  probably  (or 
mostly?)  stray  from  Mexican  populations, 
also  showed  widespread,  scattershot  patterns 
this  spring,  on  par  with  records  from  spring 
2003  (Brinkley  2003).  Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks  were  “all  over,”  from  the 
Caribbean  to  Baja  California.  Four  were  in 
Georgia  on  Little  St.  Simons  Island  16  May, 
and  20  were  at  the  Altamaha  Wildlife  Man- 
agement Area,  not  far  away,  28  May.  Flocks  of 

11  were  seen  in  Beaufort  County,  North  Car- 
olina through  16  May  and  at  Isle  of  Palms, 
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South  Carolina  23  May.  In  the  Midwest,  Mis- 
souri had  two  on  13-15  May  at  Pertle  Springs, 
Johnson  County  and  one  on  14  May  in 
Greene  County  while  Indiana  had  its  third 
record  in  Tippecanoe  County  20  April-1  May. 
Farther  west,  in  Oklahoma,  four  were  in  Al- 
falfa County  24  May  and  one  in  McIntosh 
County  10  May  (the  species  is  found  regular- 
ly in  that  state  only  at  Red  Slough,  in  the 
states  southeastern  corner).  Farther-flung 
Black-bellieds  were  seen  in  Baja  California 
Sur  at  Lagunas  de  Chametla,  where  recently 
reported,  and  11  at  Salinas  Punta  Colorada  22 
May  added  a new  site  for  that  species  in  the 
state.  Eighteen  in  the  Bahamas  on  Grand  Ba- 
hama Island  28-29  May  probably  came  from 
Florida — a first  record  for  that  country. 

Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks,  well  outnum- 
bered by  extralimital  Black-bellieds,  contin- 
ued their  widespread  wanderings.  One  was  in 
Lafayette  County,  Wisconsin  23  March  (a 
state  second);  one  in  Robertson  County,  Ten- 
nessee 19  April-19  May  was  nearly  as  rare; 
one  in  Lake  County  3 April  was  just  Illinois’s 
fifth  since  1933;  and  three  visited  Jamaica  Bay 
Wildlife  Refuge,  New  York  28  May  into  June. 
In  the  West,  two  at  Moro  Cojo  Slough,  Mon- 
terey County,  California  24  April  and  another 
in  Tulare  County  five  days  later  were  deemed 
genuine  vagrants,  following  the  winter  flight 
of  the  species  (one  in  Scottsdale,  Arizona  was 
last  seen  31  March).  Four  at  Imperial  Reser- 
voir, Pecos  County,  Texas  10  May  were  most 
unexpected  in  that  far  corner  of  the  state  and 
could  well  have  come  from  Mexico. 

With  the  Hooded  Orioles,  Broad-billed 
Hummingbirds,  and  whistling-ducks,  a strik- 
ing array  of  even  scarcer  vagrants  is  beginning 
to  show  patterns  of  pioneering  northward 
Rights.  Among  those  in  spring  2006  were  a 
Mexican  Duck  in  Colorado,  a Hepatic  Tanag- 
er  in  Kansas,  a Bronzed  Cowbird  in  Oklaho- 
ma, and  a Common  Moorhen  in  Washington 
(and  another  north  of  normal  in  Nevada).  A 
White-crowned  Pigeon  in  Mississippi,  a Man- 
grove Cuckoo  and  multiple  Black-whiskered 
Vireos  in  Texas,  and  Gray  Kingbirds  in  Texas 
(and  Missouri)  made  for  a memorable 
Caribbean  flavor  to  the  western  Gulf’s  spring. 
From  well  south  of  the  U.S.  border,  one  or 
two  Piratic  Flycatchers  in  Texas  were  note- 
worthy. And  from  possibly  farther  south. 
Southern  Lapwings  in  Florida  (6  May  into 
June)  and  Maryland  (17  June),  however  im- 
probable, also  have  a history  of  expansion  and 
vagrancy,  sufficient  at  least  to  make  those 
records  seem  plausible  (see  the  S.A.  boxes  in 
this  and  the  next  issue). 

In  terms  of  precedence,  however,  these 
birds  pale  next  to  the  Verdin  that  turned  up  at 


Tillicum,  Washington  25  May.  This  is  not  a 
species  kept  in  captivity,  nor  is  it  a bird 
known  to  wander  widely  or  migrate  (a  few 
extralimital  Texas  records  notwithstanding). 
Certainly,  great  expanses  of  this  species’  habi- 
tat are  lost  to  development,  but  would  this  ex- 
plain a bird  1200  km  out  of  range?  If  the  past 
is  any  guide,  this  apparently  anomalous 
record  will  probably  get  some  “context” 
records  in  the  future,  as  with  other  vagrants 
from  the  Southwest  and  Mexico. 

Eurasian  birds 

while  a lucky  few  flock  to  Alaska  each  spring 
in  hopes  of  exotic  Eurasian  birds  arriving 
with  storms,  most  of  us  stay  closer  to  home, 
taking  in  the  migration  of  Nearctic  and 
Neotropical  birds,  as  well  as  home-grown  va- 
grants. We  may  forget,  however,  that  early 
spring  can  be  a great  time  to  find  Eurasian 
birds  in  our  backyards,  particularly  waterfowl 
but  also  finches.  Areas  nearer  major  coastlines 
or  flyways  have  the  greatest  concentration  of 
such  records,  while  deserts  and  mountains 
have  far  fewer  records  of  Eurasian  taxa,  but 
interior  states  such  as  Montana  have  been 
finding  a rather  impressive  array  of  Eurasian 
birds  in  recent  years.  Records  of  Old  World 
geese  and  swan  are  far  fewer  than  those  of 
ducks.  This  spring,  a Pink-footed  Goose  was 
found  at  Saint-Mathias-sur-Richelieu,  Quebec 
25  March,  and  single  Barnacle  Geese  were  at 


Masson,  Quebec  5 May;  at  Southbury  Con- 
necticut 15-28  March;  at  Eisenhower  Park, 
New  York  until  6 March;  and  at  the  Great 
Swamp  Conservancy,  New  York  9-10  April. 
(See  the  Hudson-Delaware  report  for  a note 
on  population  increases  in  this  species.)  Late 
March  was  the  time  to  see  Bewick’s  Swan, 
considered  a subspecies  of  Tundra  Swan:  one 
was  found  in  Skagit  County,  Washington  23 
March;  Wisconsin  had  its  first  in  Rock  Coun- 
ty 24  March;  and  singles  were  reported  at 
Ereezeout  Lake,  Montana  and  in  Delta,  British 
Columbia  25  March. 

Eurasian  Wigeon  is  the  most  widespread  of 
the  Old  World  ducks  in  North  America;  a ma- 
jority of  regions  reported  the  species,  some  in 
the  hundreds!  Eurasian  Teal — the  shorthand 
for  what  this  journal  has  called  “Common 
(Eurasian  Green-winged)  Teal” — has  seen  a 
resurgence  of  records,  perhaps  owing  to  ob- 
server diligence.  It  was  nearly  as  widely 
recorded  as  the  wigeon,  though  not  in  such 
numbers,  with  reports  from  Newfoundland 
(two).  New  Brunswick  (two),  Quebec  (six), 
Maine,  Connecticut  (two),  Massachusetts,  the 
Hudson-Delaware  region  (three),  Virginia, 
Maryland,  Ontario  (two),  Pennsylvania,  Ore- 
gonAVashington  (six),  and  Northern  Califor- 
nia (nine).  Garganey  a teal  rather  scarce  in 
the  1990s  but  perhaps  slightly  increasing  in 
recent  years  in  North  America,  put  in  appear- 
ances in  Iowa  (7  April),  Guadeloupe  (through 


Figure  4.  Surface  weather  map  for  1 3 May  2006  at  0700  E.S.T.  The  coastal  low-pressure  system  off  the 
Northeast  pumped  easterly  winds  into  the  coast  and  beyond,  as  far  as  Quebec.  With  the  storm,  about  55  Red 
Phalaropes  and  at  least  140  Red-necked  Phalaropes  into  interior  areas,  mostly  in  New  England.  At  the  same  time, 
a strong  low-pressure  feature  stalled  over  Lake  Michigan,  bringing  migration  to  a halt  over  much  of  the  Midwest. 
Graphic  courtesy  of  the  National  Centers  for  Environmental  Prediction,  United  States  Department  of  Commerce. 
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27  March),  Ontario  (5  May),  and  Baja  Caii- 
fornia  (through  28  April);  and  rarer  still,  a 
Falcated  Duck  could  still  be  found  around 
Eugene,  Oregon  through  20  March.  Away 
from  Alaska,  Tufted  Ducks  were  most  readily 
found  in  eastern  Canada  (Newfoundland, 
New  Brunswick,  Quebec)  and  along  the  Pa- 
cific coast  (California,  Oregon,  Washington), 
as  is  typical,  but  two  were  in  Vermont  and 
singles  in  Michigan  and  Virginia  as  well.  That 
pearl  among  mergansers,  Smew,  was  found 
just  once  outside  Alaska:  at  Medicine  Lake 
National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Montana  12  May — 
a first  for  the  state.  (Go,  Montana!) 

Underappreciated  across  most  of  the  conti- 
nent, early  spring  also  offers  a chance,  how- 
ever small,  to  encounter  Eurasian  finches  on 
the  move.  These  are  probably  birds  that  win- 
tered somewhere  in  the  New  World — or,  in 
several  recent  cases,  escapees  or  their  off- 
spring. There  must  have  been  a movement  of 
Bramblings  on  8 April,  when  single  males 
showed  up  in  Bellevue,  Idaho  (the  state’s 
third)  and  in  Buffalo  County,  Nebraska  (the 
state’s  second).  In  the  Pacific  Northwest, 
where  rare  but  more  regular,  singles  were  in 
Duncan,  British  Columbia  through  18  March, 
in  Monmouth,  Oregon  26  March-16  April, 
and  Eugene,  Oregon  1-13  April ' (the  tenth 
and  eleventh  for  that  state).  European 
Goldfinches  were  found  in  Maine  (late  April) 
and  Massachusetts  (16  April;  15  May),  and  a 
Eurasian  Siskin  turned  up  in  New  Brunswick 
29-30  April  (see  <http://homepage.mac.com/ 
maryspt/PhotoAlbum9.html>),  the  latter  only 
the  second  for  the  province.  Finally,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  trickle  of  Siberian  shorebirds, 
cuckoos,  and  passerines  to  Bering  Sea  islands 
in  Alaska,  there  were  several  dead  ardeids  of 
interest  found  at  Buldir  Island  in  late  May  and 
early  June:  two  Great  Egrets  (Asian  sub- 
species modesta)  and  North  America’s  first  In- 
termediate Egret. 

Shorebirds  & Gulls 

Most  spring  seasons  pass  with  few  superla- 
tives regarding  shorebirds,  which  typically 
move  through  most  regions  quickly  en  route 
to  breeding  areas.  This  season  was  different  in 
that  regard,  with  almost  half  the  regions  re- 
porting interesting  phenomena.  The  most 
easily  grasped  of  these  was  the  fallout  of  Red 
and  Red-necked  Phalaropes  that  spanned 
much  of  the  Northeast,  from  Quebec  to 
Maine,  south  to  New  York.  The  fallout  was 
clearly  a product  of  the  intense  low-pressure 
system  that  affected  the  area  (and  migrants  of 
all  sorts),  12-21  May  (Figure  4).  Birders  were 
quick  to  get  afield,  scanning  local  lakes  and 
wetlands,  posting  their  discoveries  and  en- 


couraging others  to  get  out  and  turn  up  more 
phalaropes.  The  results  were  most  impressive, 
particularly  inland.  Quebec  birders  described 
the  13-19  May  fallout  of  10  Red  Phalaropes, 
plus  dozens  of  Red-neckeds,  as  “unprecedent- 
ed”; the  province  had  just  four  May  records  of 
Red  Phalarope  since  1960.  Neighboring  Ver- 
mont apparently  lacked  phalaropes  on  Lake 
Champlain  but  had  four  Red  and  a Red- 
necked 14-20  May,  while  New  Hampshire 
posted  32  Red-neckeds  and  seven  Reds  12-15 
May  and  Maine  two  Reds  13  May.  As  in  the 
similar  2005  phalarope  fallout  (Leukering 
and  Gibbons  2005),  Massachusetts  took  the 
lion’s  portion:  82  Red-necked  and  27  Red 
Phalaropes  12-16  May.  In  southern  New  Eng- 
land, three  Reds  and  a Red-necked  were  in 
Connecticut  13-16  May,  and  neighboring 
Pine  Plains,  New  York  had  a Red  at  the  start 
of  the  storm,  13  May.  The  southernmost  of 
the  sightings  may  well  have  been  a very  late 
Red  in  breeding  plumage  found  off  Hatteras, 
North  Carolina  17  May! 

It  is  interesting  that  during  the  same  win- 
dow in  the  West,  a fallout  of  shorebirds  at 
Table  Mountain,  Wyoming  16  May  included 
47  Red-necked  Phalaropes;  250  were  counted 
on  Duck  Lake,  Colorado  three  days  later. 
Though  unrelated  to  the  fallout  in  the  North- 
east, the  phalaropes  were  clearly  moving 
across  a broad  front  in  mid-May:  another  71 
Red-neckeds  were  at  Riverton,  Missouri  13 
May;  and  653  were  found  between  sites  in 
Garden  County  and  Sheridan  County,  Nebras- 
ka, 15  May.  Back  at  Table  Mountain,  observers 
tallied  remarkable  counts  of  Black-bellied 
Plover,  Semipalmated,  Pectoral,  and  Stilt 
Sandpipers,  both  dowitchers,  and  singles  of 
Snowy  Plover  and  Hudsonian  Godwit;  these 
and  other  species,  particularly  White-rumped 
Sandpiper,  were  found  in  Colorado  over  the 
next  24  hours.  The  brevity  of  such  fallouts, 
which  are  usually  fairly  local  in  nature,  is 
clearly  discernable  in  a skim  of  the  adjacent 
regional  reports.  To  the  south,  in  Arizona,  30 
Red-necked  Phalaropes  at  Gila  Bend  13  May 
provided  one  of  the  few  shorebird  highlights, 
while  to  the  west,  a paucity  of  storms  meant 
that  shorebirds  were  hard  to  come  by.  in  the 
Great  Basin:  a Ruddy  Turnstone,  a White- 
rumped  Sandpiper,  and  four  Red  Knots  in 
Utah;  and  a Sanderling  in  Nevada.  The  mes- 
sage to  take  home:  get  out  while  the  weather 
is  still  messy  and  the  birds  are  grounded;  most 
will  be  gone  as  soon  as  skies  start  to  clear. 
(Take  a day  off  work;  it’s  only  money.) 

In  recent  springs  in  the  East,  strong  south- 
westerly airflows  have  been  noted  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  appearance  of  “western”  shore- 
birds — Western  Sandpiper,  Stilt  Sandpiper, 


Long-billed  Dowitcher  in  particular,  species 
whose  main  migration  routes  lie  well  west  of 
the  Atlantic  coast.  New  York  and  New  Eng- 
land had  notable  records  of  all  three  species, 
but  even  states  as  far  south  as  North  Carolina 
had  above-average  counts  of  Stilt  Sandpiper, 
for  instance.  In  the  Atlantic  provinces  of 
Canada,  large  spring  flights  of  shorebirds  are 
most  unusual,  as  most  species  appear  to  turn 
inland  toward  nesting  areas  before  reaching 
that  latitude.  During  the  second  part  of  May, 
largely  after  the  coastal  storm  had  passed  to 
the  south,  high  counts  of  Black-bellied  Plover, 
Red  Knot,  and  other  species  from  Nova  Sco- 
tia, Prince  Edward  Island,  and  Newfoundland 
prompted  speculation  that  the  dominant  air- 
flow in  late  May  (from  the  southwest),  rather 
than  a low-pressure  event,  was  responsible  for 
an  eastward  shift  in  the  migration  of  these 
species.  Birders  who  watch  the  weather  maps, 
not  surprisingly,  are  often  the  ones  who  dis- 
cover fallouts  and  unusual  birds. 

If  there  is  any  doubt  about  the  high  quality 
of  shorebirding  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains 
and  the  Missouri  River  Valley,  a perusal  of  the 
relevant  regional  reports  will  dispel  that 
doubt.  Joe  Gryzbowski  and  Ross  Silcock  not- 
ed not  just  across-the-board  early  arrivals  but 
also  high  counts  of  many  shorebird  species  on 
unprecedented  early  dates — perhaps  another 
indication  that  the  phenology  of  shorebird 
migration  has  begun  to  shift  noticeably  as  the 
earth  warms.  Climate  change  will  almost  cer- 
tainly effect  a poleward  shift  in  the  breeding 
ranges  of  shorebirds,  as  with  other  birds,  but 
as  most  shorebirds  nest  to  the  north  of  human 
population  centers,  we  rarely  witness  such 
shifts  firsthand:  we  experience  these  birds 
mostly  as  migrants.  For  species  of  the  High 
Arctic,  such  as  Ruddy  Turnstone,  Red  Knot, 
and  Sanderling,  there  is  no  land  to  the  north 
of  their  nesting  areas,  and  it  is  unclear  how 
climate  change  will  affect  their  ability  to  re- 
produce. But  we  observe  “southern”  shore- 
birds  to  the  north  of  typical  range  with  in- 
creasing frequency.  This  season,  single  Wil- 
son’s Plovers  were  boldfaced  rarities  in  Saline 
County,  Kansas  1 May  and  Bayfield  County, 
Wisconsin  13-14  May;  the  pattern  of  inland 
and  northerly  records  continues.  Black- 
necked Stilts  continue  to  spread  northward 
along  the  Atlantic  coast  as  well  as  into  south- 
ern-central Canada;  Manitoba’s  first  nest  of 
the  species  was  discovered  at  Whitewater 
Lake  23  May.  Not  usually  a shorebird  regard- 
ed as  “southern,”  an  American  Woodcock 
near  Medicine  Hat  7 April  was  a first  for  Al- 
berta. As  with  the  other  “north-of-normal” 
birds,  we  expect  more  such  records  in  springs 
to  come. 
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Though  related  to  shorebirds,  gulls  have  far 
fewer  adherents,  fewer  champions,  fewer  fa- 
natics— those  folks  often  marginalized  (or 
lauded)  as  “larophiles.”  This  may  be  because 
gull  identification  requires  such  painstaking 
attention  to  detail  or  high  tolerance  of  uncer- 
tainty; or  because  hybrids,  or  potential  hy- 
brids, or  uncertain  species  limits,  produce  on- 
line discussions  that  range  from  acrimonious 
to  agnostic.  A beginner  seeking  clear  guidance 
on  larger  gulls  may  find  the  lack  of  consensus, 
and  the  level  of  discussion,  bewildering.  De- 
spite these  difficulties,  the  small  army  of  gull 
enthusiasts  did  their  usual  fine  job  of  proving 
that  nothing  is  impossible  in  the  genus  Lams. 
In  the  West,  vagrant  Iceland  Gulls  were  in 
Wallula,  Washington;  Calgary,  Alberta;  and 
Pierre,  South  Dakota.  Western  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gulls,  increasing  annually,  were  at 
Moses  Lake  and  Lake  Lenore,  Washington;  at 
Vernon  Creek,  British  Columbia;  and  Calgary, 
Alberta.  Another  “eastern”  species  increasing- 
ly detected  in  the  West,  Great  Black-backed 
Gull  was  reported  in  North  Dakota  (two:  sec- 
ond and  third  state  records).  South  Dakota 
(first  state  record),  and  Wyoming  (second 
state  record).  Also  in  the  West,  Slaty-backed 
Gulls  kept  up  their  string  of  appearances  from 
Washington  (its  tenth),  to  Oregon  (its 
eleventh),  to  California  (four  birds  through 
early  March  were  about  the  state’s  tenth 
through  twelfth).  British  Columbia  also  had 
three  Slaty-backeds,  and  Calgary,  Alberta,  had 
one  at  the  end  of  March,  followed  by  a West- 
ern Gull  in  April  and  a Glaucous-winged  Gull 
in  May!  Not  to  be  outdone  by  western  Cana- 
da, Newfoundland’s  St.  John’s  hotspots  turned 
up  two  more  Slaty-backed  Gulls,  a Glaucous- 
winged Gull,  and  yet  another  Yellow-legged 
Gull,  in  addition  to  the  “usual  fare”  such  as 
Common  Gulls,  European  Herring  Gull, 
which  has  been  reported  several  times  in 
Newfoundland,  was  documented  for  the  first 
time  in  Florida  this  spring — despite  buzz 
about  a split  (already  a fait  accompli  in  Eu- 
rope), there  was  no  stampede  to  see  this  bird. 
But  things  do  change  in  the  birding  world;  its 
obscurity  today  may  turn  to  celebrity  tomor- 
row, as  with  Newfoundland's  Yellow-legged 
Gulls.  Smartly  plumaged  gulls  that  would 
brighten  any  birder’s  day,  Heermann’s  Gulls 
made  it  to  Utah  and  New  Mexico,  and  two 
Ross’s  Gulls  were  observed  together  at  Sept- 
iles,  Quebec  in  late  May. 

Numbers 

Some  counts  are  so  impressive  that  they  de- 
serve some  sort  of  spotlight  in  this  column. 
The  numbers  say  it  all;  we  wish  we  had  been 
there  for: 


• 210  Eurasian  Wigeons  on  the  Samish  Flats, 
Skagit  County,  Washington,  2 March; 

• 395  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  at  Fort 
Lauderdale,  Florida,  28  February; 

• 700  Bald  Eagles  near  Beaver  Cove,  British 
Columbia,  7 May; 

• 1000  Lewis’s  Woodpeckers  at  the  San 
Joaquin  Experimental  Range,  Madera 
County,  California,  23  March; 

• 1000  Painted  Buntings  in  northeastern 
Kenedy  County,  Texas,  4 May; 

• 1100  Black  Swifts  over  Swan  Lake,  Vernon, 
British  Columbia,  22  May; 

• 1300  Band-tailed  Pigeons  at  Lake  What- 
com, Washington,  6 May; 

• 1322  Long-billed  Curlews  in  Finney 
County,  Kansas,  4 April; 

• 1460  Northern  Flickers  at  Headingly,  Man- 
itoba, 16  April; 

• 7500  Mountain  Bluebirds  near  Gardiner, 
Montana,  7 April; 

• 10,005  Lesser  Yellowlegs  at  Squaw  Creek 
National  Wildlife  Refuge,  Missouri,  13 
May; 

• 75,000  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  at  Reed  Lake, 
Saskatchewan,  14  May;  and 

• 400,000  Western  Sandpipers  at  Bandon, 
Coos  County,  Oregon,  2 May. 

Hidden  in  plain  sight 

One  measure  of  the  increasing  sophistication 
in  North  American  birding  in  recent  decades 
is,  1 believe,  the  marked  increase  in  reports  of 
apparent  hybrids.  Some  of  these  birds  are  rel- 
atively straightforward  and  expected:  exam- 
ples from  this  season’s  reports  include  a 
Flame-colored  Tanager  x Western  Tanager  hy- 
brid in  Miller  Canyon,  Arizona;  Indigo 
Bunting  x Lazuli  Bunting  and  Hermit  Warbler 
X Townsend’s  Warbler  hybrids  in  California;  a 
Golden-crowned  Sparrow  x White-crowned 
Sparrow  hybrid  in  Washington;  hybrid  wigeon 
(and  intergrade  Green-winged  Teal)  at  many 
sites  but  mostly  in  the  Pacific  Northwest;  and 
Aythya  hybrids,  mostly  scaup  x Ring-necked 
or  Tufted  Ducks,  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  and 
Northern  California.  Anas  hybrids,  less  often 
reported,  included  a so-called  Brewer’s  Duck 
(Gadwall  x Mallard)  in  Nebraska  and  a Mal- 
lard X Northern  Pintail  hybrid  in  the  Yukon. 
Single  male  Cinnamon  Teal  x Blue-winged 
Teal  hybrids,  reported  annually  in  the  West, 
were  more  surprising  at  Jug  Bay,  Maryland  11 
March  and  the  same  day  at  Viera  Wetlands, 
Florida;  another  was  at  Juneau,  Alaska  18 
May.  Much  less  expected  was  an  apparent 
Green-winged  Teal  x Blue-winged  Teal  hybrid 
in  Henderson  County,  Kentucky.  As  Glossy 
and  White-faced  Ibises  expand  rapidly,  appar- 
ent hybrids  between  the  two  are  turning  up  all 


over:  one  at  Harvard  Marsh,  Nebraska;  one  at 
Red  Slough,  Oklahoma;  two  in  Jefferson 
County,  Idaho;  one  in  Belen,  New  Mexico;  and 
up  to  five  between  Fremont  County  and  Jef- 
ferson County,  Colorado. 

Gulls  and  geese  produce  more  of  the  hy- 
brid (and  intergrade)  reports  in  this  journal 
than  any  other  groups,  and  the  Pacific  North- 
west appears  to  be  the  epicenter  for  both. 
Oregon  and  Washington  had  Snow  Goose  x 
Canada/Cackling  Goose  and  Blue  Goose  x 
Canada  Goose  hybrids,  while  Northern  Cali- 
fornia had  something  resembling  a Brant  x 
minima  Cackling  Goose  hybrid.  Blue-morph 
Ross’s  Geese,  some  of  which  arguably  may 
have  had  hybrid  derivation,  were  reported 
from  Minnesota,  its  first,  and  from  Oregon, 
where  nearly  as  rare.  In  Kentucky,  an  appar- 
ent Ross’s  Goose  x Snow  Goose  was  pho- 
tographed in  Warren  County.  In  addition  to 
the  usual  large  gull  hybrids,  there  were  sever- 
al less-expected  combinations:  an  apparent 
Franklin’s  Gull  x Ring-billed  Gull  hybrid  was 
found  in  late  March  at  Pierre,  South  Dakota 
(surely  more  likely  here  than  Pallas’s  Gull); 
the  Laughing  Gull  x Ring-billed  Gull  hybrid 
came  back  to  a Kentucky  Fried  Chicken 
restaurant  on  Chicago’s  south  side  for  anoth- 
er season;  a possible  Herring  Gull  x Glau- 
cous-winged Gull  hybrid  was  at  a well- 
checked  landfill  in  southern  Manitoba;  and 
an  apparent  Great  Black-backed  Gull  x Her- 
ring Gull  hybrid  was  seen  twice  in  April  at 
Presque  Isle  State  Park,  Pennsylvania. 

Some  suspected  hybrids  are  sufficiently 
subtle  that  they  evoke  shrugs  among  our  es- 
teemed editors  at  the  journal;  we  present  them 
as  cautionary  tales,  if  not  ironclad  evidence  of 
hybridization.  Among  these  this  season  were  a 
possible  Snowy  Egret  x Little  Egret  hybrid 
from  Nantucket,  Massachusetts;  apparent 
Black-chinned  Hummingbird  x Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird  hybrids  in  Oklahoma;  a possi- 
ble Boreal  Chickadee  x Mountain  Chickadee 
hybrid  banded  in  the  Yukon;  and  a possible 
Northern  Mockingbird  x Bahama  Mocking- 
bird hybrid  at  Boca  Chica  Key,  Florida.  We 
genuinely  appreciate  receiving  photographs  of 
such  birds,  however  much  they  may  perplex 
us.  Perhaps  biochemical  studies  will  give  us  a 
window  on  such  birds  in  the  near  future. 

Another  measure  of  birding’s  refinement  in 
North  America  is  the  increasing  detection  of 
cryptic  (that  is,  hard-to-identify,  subtle) 
species,  secretive  species,  or  just  plain  rare 
birds  buried  in  large  flocks  of  common  ones. 
In  this  last  category,  one  would  have  to  place 
most  of  the  geese  mentioned  above,  as  well  as 
the  Common  Crane  found  among  the  large 
Sandhill  Crane  flocks  in  Buffalo  County,  Ne- 
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braska  17  March;  and  the  Pacific  Golden- 
Plover  found  near  Edna,  Texas  13  April.  Since 
the  split  of  Blue-headed  Vireo,  birders  have 
watched  carefully  for  vagrants  from  this  com- 
plex; this  season,  a Plumbeous  Vireo  in  Okla- 
homa and  a Cassin’s  Vireo  in  Illinois  were 
prizes  in  late  April  and  early  May,  respective- 
ly. Vagrant  swifts  are  the  stuff  of  apocrypha: 
even  those  that  are  photographed  (no  mean 
feat,  but  getting  a lot  easier  with  the  newer 
camera  technology)  are  often  left  unidentified 
to  species  or  even  to  genus.  Thus  the  ob- 
servers who  documented  Vaux’s  Swifts  in 
New  Mexico  in  late  April  and  a Black  Swift  in 
Ontario  in  late  May  are  to  be  commended  for 
their  careful  attention  to  detail  and  for  their 
courage. 

Finally,  some  “hidden”  birds  are  found  be- 
cause observers  are  looking  specifically  and 
patiently  for  them:  a Sprague’s  Pipit  in  Iowa; 
a Long-eared  Owl  in  Virginia;  a Long-billed 
Murrelet  in  the  Aleutians  at  Adak.  Though 
we  might  easily  gloss  over  such  records  while 
reading  the  reports,  each  one  represents  a 
breakthrough  by  birders  who  were  well  pre- 
pared with  an  understanding  of  the  distribu- 
tion, migration,  habitat,  behavior,  vocaliza- 
tions, and/or  plumages  of  these  shy  or  subtle 
birds.  Drawing  on  this  understanding,  they 
discovered  birds  that  in  turn  advanced  our 
shared  knowledge  about  these  species.  This 
is  what  North  American  Birds  is  all  about.  But 
hey,  if  a noisy,  gaudy  Southern  Lapwing  falls 
into  your  lap — well,  we’re  all  about  that,  too. 

On  the  loose 

Keeping  up  with  Whooping  Cranes  has  sud- 
denly become  a challenge  for  writers  of  this 
column.  Most  of  the  reports  presumably  refer 
to  birds  associated  with  the  introduction  ef- 
forts at  Necedah  National  Wildlife  Refuge, 
Wisconsin,  but  the  birds  are  apparently  prone 
to  wander  widely.  In  Ontario,  one  was  at 
Chesley  6 April,  one  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie  13 
April,  two  at  Sandford  14  April,  and  two  oth- 
ers in  the  Peterborough  area  that  day;  the  lat- 
ter two  flew  southward  into  New  York  state 
the  next  day.  Other  cranes  visited  Iowa:  five 
subadults  loitered  in  Winnebago  County  6-26 
May,  and  a flock  of  seven  went  as  far  west  as 
Palo  Alto  County  19  May.  In  Indiana,  three 
stopped  in  Greene  County  7-10  March.  Far- 
ther west,  in  Manitoba,  a yearling  Whooping 
Crane  not  associated  with  any  reintroduction 
effort  spent  April  through  June  near 
Niverville,  becoming,  according  to  Rudolf 
Koes  and  Peter  Taylor,  “probably  the  most- 
watched  bird  ever  in  the  province.”  The  pop- 
ularity of  Whooping  Cranes — even  those 
wearing  satellite  transmitters — is  incon- 


testable. Like  the  reintroduced  California 
Condors,  their  larger-than-life  presence  re- 
calls, if  faintly,  the  avifauna  of  prehistoric 
America.  This  stands  in  contrast  to  the  luke- 
warm reception  of  Trumpeter  Swans  in  the 
East,  which,  rightly  or  wrongly,  have  been  as- 
sociated with  usurpation  of  habitats  needed 
by  other  wetland  species — and  in  contrast,  for 
different  reasons,  to  reports  of  that  other  gi- 
ant, Ivory-billed  Woodpecker,  which  evades 
cameras  with,  as  of  press  time,  unsurpassed 
skill  (see  the  latest  reports  online  at 
<www.ace-eco.org/articles/78.html>).  As 
birders,  most  of  us  struggle  to  bring  our  ap- 
preciation of  birds  into  alignment  with  our 
understanding  of  science  generally  and  bird 
conservation  specifically — however  problem- 
atic certain  reintroduction  projects  may  seem, 
or  indeed  however  problematic  basic  docu- 
mentation of  a species,  historical  or  current, 
may  seem.  Were  Trumpeter  Swans  wide- 
spread in  the  East  in  early  colonial  times? 
Should  that  encourage  us  to  support  “restora- 
tion” efforts  here?  Are  Ivory-billed  Wood- 
peckers still  among  us?  Should  we  help  in  the 
. search  for  that  species?  And  what  does  it  feel 
like  to  watch  Great  Tits  in  Wisconsin,  where 
birders  reported  them  in  four  counties  this 
spring?  Was  the  reaction  to  finding  them 
nesting  in  that  state  an  outcry  for  the  imme- 
diate eradication  of  this  exotic?  And,  in  the 
thick  of  all  these  questions,  what  role  does  the 
“countability”  of  a given  bird — whether  an 
exotic,  or  a hybrid,  or  a reintroduced  bird,  or 
a phantom  listed  as  “Code  6”/Extinct — play 
in  our  attitude  toward  a bird?  And  what  role 
should  such  a structure  play? 

Even  the  fortune  teller  of  1976  could  not 
have  prepared  us  for  the  hodge-podge  of  odd 
issues  and  far-fetched  birds  that  assail  the  bird- 
er of  2006.  We  find  slippery  slopes  everywhere 
we  turn — exotics,  reintroductions,  tantalizing 
sight  reports,  aberrant  birds  identified  as  other 
species,  “possible”  hybrids,  vagrants  thou- 
sands of  kilometers  out  of  range,  and  birds 
whose  provenance  is  shrouded  in  mystery.  Our 
heads  may  spin  on  some  days,  now  all  the 
more  rapidly  because  of  instant  communica- 
tion over  Internet  and  wireless  devices,  with 
rumors,  leaks,  distortions,  and  misidentifica- 
tions  flowing  more  rapidly,  right  along  with 
extremely  valuable,  timely  information.  Filter- 
ing the  flow  becomes  more  and  more  challeng- 
ing. I receive  weekly  emails  that  purport  to  de- 
pict some  arcane  rarity  or  hybrid  or  (my  fa- 
vorite) “quiz  bird” — and  in  some  of  these,  alas, 
1 am  not  able  to  locate  an  actual  bird. 

I have  begun  to  think  that  modern  birding 
would  do  well  to  pull  back  from  the  mael- 
strom of  information  at  our  finger  tips  and 


take  a Zen  approach  to  the  torrent:  observe  it, 
and  your  reactions  to  it,  without  pressing 
yourself  to  make  decisions  about  it.  Perhaps, 
in  so  many  cases,  we  could  learn  more  about 
the  judgments  we  make  in  birding,  and  about 
birds,  if  we  suspend  the  judgments  for  a mo- 
ment, listen  to  our  thoughts,  and  attempt  to 
understand  what  motivates  our  thinking  at  a 
more  fundamental  level.  Modern  birding  need 
not  overwhelm  us;  our  connections  with 
birds  should  bring  us  into  the  moment, 
should  bring  us  into  closer  contact  with  their 
reality,  not  away  from  it.  When  our  technolo- 
gy accelerates  communication  too  much,  per- 
haps we  can  leave  the  gadgets  at  home  and 
just  go  birding  again. 
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Readers  of  this  issue  will  note  that  a 
specimen  of  African  Collared-Dove 
was  salvaged  at  Daytona  Beach, 
Florida  on  29  March  and  that  Eurasian  Teal 
were  found  in  42  locations  across  the  conti- 
nent. Before  getting  too  excited  about  these 
“new”  species,  we  should  point  out  that  these 
birds  were  formerly  known  as  “Ringed  Tur- 
tle-Dove” (usually  in  quotation  marks,  to  in- 
dicate its  status  in  North  America  as  a feral 
avicultural  form)  and  as  Common  (Eurasian 
Green-winged)  Teal. 

Bird  names  change — probably  too  often 
for  most  of  us.  In  the  47th  Supplement  to  the 
A/ncn'ccm  Ornithologists’  L/nions  Check-list  of 
North  American  Birds,  published  in  July  2006 
(download  at  <www.aou.org>),  there  were 
mercifully  few  changes  to  birds’  English 
names,  African  Collarcd-Dove  (Strcptopciia 
roseogrisea)  being  an  exception:  it  was  re- 
named to  indicate  that  what  we  call  Ringed 
Turtle-Dove,  a bird  produced  by  captive 
breeding,  is  most  closely  related  to  the  wild 
African  Collared-Dove,  from  which  it  was 
(mostly?)  derived.  Several  species  were  split 
this  year,  resulting  in  changes  in  English 
and/or  scientific  names  in  the  AOU  Area. 
The  Blue  Grouse  group  was  split  into  Dusky 
Grouse  (Dendragapus  obsciiriis)  of  the  interi- 
or West  and  Sooty  Grouse  (D.  fidginosiis)  of 
the  Pacific  coast  ranges.  The  Red-breasted 
Flycatcher  group  was  also  split  and  is  now 
represented  in  North  America  is  represented 
by  Taiga  Flycatcher  (Ficedida  albicilla),  a va- 
grant to  Alaska  (and  recently  to  California). 
Finally,  the  Oriental  Cuckoo  group  was  fi- 
nally split;  it  is  represented  in  North  Ameri- 
ca by  Citculus  optatus — Oriental  Cuckoo, 
now  recognized  as  a species  distinct  from  Eli- 
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malayan  Cuckoo  (C.  saturatus)  and  Sunda 
Cuckoo  (C.  Icpidus). 

In  addition,  this  journal  is  pleased  to  have 
played  a role  in  the  acceptance  of  two  (of  the 
three)  new  species  for  North  America  in  the 
47th  Supplement:  Cape  "Verde  Shearwater 
and  Black-bellied  Storm-Petrel.  Cape  Verde 
Shearwater,  now  accorded  status  as  a full 
species,  was  recorded  off  North  Carolina  15 
August  2004  (North  American  Birds  58:  468- 
473)  and  was  split  based  in  part  on  the  North 
American  Birds  article’s  analysis.  Black-bel- 
lied Storm-Petrel  was  seen  in  the  same  waters 
31  May  2004  (North  American  Birds  58:  618- 
621).  Both  species  had  been  reported  by  sight 
record  in  the  western  North  Atlantic  prior  to 
these  reports,  and  both  have  been  document- 
ed since  the  recent  photographic  records — 
proof  that  there  is  still  much  to  learn  about 
our  ocean  environment. 

The  change  from  the  clunky  “Common 
(Eurasian  Green-winged)  Teal”  to  “Eurasian 
Teal”  comes  from  another  source  entirely,  one 
that  will  surely  spark  discussion  among  bird- 
ers interested  in  standardizing  English  names. 
Birds  of  the  World:  Recommended  Standard 
English  Names  (2006.  Frank  Gill  and  Minturn 
Wright,  eds.  Princeton  University  Press)  rep- 
resents the  distillation  of  decades  of  work 
among  prominent  ornithologists  and  birders 
who  believe  that  there  should  be  one  English 
name  per  species.  The  project  was  sponsored 
by  the  International  Ornithological  Congress. 
In  that  book,  Anns  crecca  and  Anns  carolinen- 
sis  are  recognized  as  full  and  separate  species, 
with  the  names  Eurasian  Teal  and  Green- 
winged Teal,  respectively;  the  A.O.U.  Check- 
list Committee  regards  these  as  subspecies  of 
a single  species.  Green-winged  Teal.  In  the 


past,  this  journal  has  dealt  with  English 
names  for  subspecies  in  uneven  ways,  until 
the  previous  editorial  group  provided  a list  of 
names  for  subspecies  or  subspecies  groups 
(North  American  Birds  53:  227).  In  selecting 
“Eurasian  Teal”  to  refer  to  Anns  [crecca]  crec- 
ca, we  are  more  interested  in  the  brevity  of  the 
English  name  than  any  other  aspect,  and  we 
do  not  mean  to  imply  by  its  use  that  a split  is 
warranted — though  certainly  some  of  the  re- 
gional editors  and  editors  of  the  journal  are  of 
that  opinion.  Whatever  the  ultimate  uses  of 
Birds  of  the  World,  it  contains  marvelous  food 
for  thought  and  a great  many  good  ideas  for 
future  name  changes — which  seem  to  come, 
no  matter  how  we  kick  and  scream.  It’s  worth 
investing  in  a copy  to  see  how  the  decisions 
came  down  (but  be  prepared  to  lose 
Dovekie!). 

Mistakes  were  made 

In  the  article  on  Parkinson’s  Petrel  (North 
American  Birds  60:  166),  the  map  in  Figure  1 
of  Cordell  Bank  should  have  been  credited  to 
Les  Lieurance.  In  the  Central  Southern  re- 
gional report  in  the  same  issue  (60:  87),  510 
Great  Egrets  should  instead  be  510  Cattle 
Egrets.  In  the  Changing  Seasons  essay  in 
that  issue,  the  Hurricane  Katrina  figure  (60: 
20)  failed  to  include  Alabama  records  of 
Band-rumped  and  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrels 
that  were  included  in  the  regional  report  (60: 
85).  The  spring  2005  Florida  regional  report, 
credited  to  Bruce  Anderson,  should  have 
been  credited  to  Bill  Pranty.  Thanks  to  Greg 
Jackson  and  Rich  Stallcup  for  letting  us 
know  about  these  errors;  we  offer  our  sin- 
cere apologies  to  Les  Lieurance  and  to  Bill 
Pranty  for  these  oversights.  ($ 
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STANDARD 
ABBREVIATIONS  AND 
SYMBOLS  USED  IN  THE 
REGIONAL  REPORTS 


* 

specimen  collected 

-h 

bird(s)  seen  through  end  of  period 

t 

written  details  on  file 

A.F.B. 

Air  Force  Base 

acc. 

accepted  by  records  committee 

A.R.C 

Avian  Records  Committee 

b. 

banded 

B.B.S. 

Breeding  Bird  Survey 

8.0. 

Bird  Observatory 

B.R.C. 

Bird  Records  Committee 

C.A. 

Conservation  Area 

CB.C. 

Christmas  Bird  Count 

C.P. 

County  Park 

cm 

centimeter(s) 

Cr. 

Creek 

Ft. 

Fort 

G.C. 

Golf  Course 

G.P. 

Game  Preserve 

Hwy. 

Highway 

I.(ls.) 

Island(s),  lsle{s) 

imm.  (imms.) 

immature(s) 

Jet. 

Junction 

jUV.  (juvs.) 

juvenai  [plumage];  juvertilefs) 

km 

kilometerfs) 

L. 

Lake 

mm 

millimeter(s) 

m.ob. 

many  (or  multiple)  observers 

Mt.  (Mts.) 

Mount/Mountain  (Mountains) 

N.A. 

Nature  Area,  Natural  Area 

N.F. 

National  Forest 

N.M. 

National  Monument 

N.P. 

National  Park 

ns. 

National  Seashore 

N.W.R. 

National  Wildlife  Refuge 

p.a. 

pending  acceptance 

P.P. 

Provincial  Park 

Pen. 

Peninsula 

ph. 

photographed  (by  + initials) 

Pt. 

Point  (not  Port) 

R. 

River 

R.A. 

Recreation(al)  Area 

R.B.A. 

Rare  Bird  Alert 

R.P. 

Regional  Park 

R.S. 

Regional  Shoreline 

Res. 

Reservoir 

Rte. 

Route 

S.B. 

State  Beach 

S.F. 

State  forest 

S.G.A. 

State  Game  Area 

S.P. 

State  Park 

S.R.A. 

State  Recreation  Area 

S.R. 

State  Reserve 

S.W.A. 

State  Wildlife  Area 

S.T.P. 
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For  the  Maritime  provinces,  the  spring 
was  warm  (about  2°  C above  average) 
and  mostly  dry  (10%  of  normal  precip- 
itation in  March,  normal  in  April,  80%  of  nor- 
mal in  May),  with  average  sunshine.  In  May,  a 
northeasterly  air  flow  predominated,  as  was 
true  last  spring,  but  the  strong  storms  and 
heavy  rains  of  2005  were  thankfully  not  ob- 
served. Northeasterly  winds  are  adverse  for 
spring  migration,  and  birds  were  scarce  at  the 
Regions  hotspots,  such  as  Brier  Island  and 
Grand  Manan  Island.  Most  observers  contin- 
ued to  bemoan  low  numbers  of  migrants,  and 
while  some  blamed  May’s  easterly  winds,  1 
suspect  we  are  witnessing  the  persistent  ef- 
fects of  the  massive  mortality  events  of  spring 


2005  (see  S.  A.  box,  below).  From  St.  Pierre, 
Etcheberry  writes:  “Passerine  birds  were  once 
again  on  the  low  side  this  spring;  although  di- 
versity is  still  there,  quantities  are  quite  low. 
Even  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  were  scarce. 
Birds  arrived  later  than  average  and  in  lower 
numbers  this  season.” 

This  spring  marks  the  first  season  of  the 
second  Maritimes  Breeding  Bird  Atlas  (20 
years  after  the  start  of  the  first  atlas),  a five- 
year  survey  that  should  increase  our  under- 
standing of  the  changing  bird  populations  in 
New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island.  Mind  you,  with  the  current  rap- 
id pace  of  climate  change,  these  atlases  might 
best  be  run  on  every  five  or  10  years.  The  at- 
las web  site  is  <http://wTvw.mba-aom.ca>. 

Abbreviations:  A.B.O.  (Atlantic  B.O.);  C.S.l. 
(Cape  Sable  1.,  NS);  G.M.l.  (Grand  Manan  1., 
NB);  FI.R.M.  (Flalifax  Regional  Municipality, 
NS);  SPM  (Saint  Pierre  et  Miquelon,  France). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GREBES 

Few  Snow  Geese  were  noted  away  from  their 
ne.  New  Brunswick  staging  areas.  An  uniden- 
tified swan  flew  eastward  over  St.  John’s  25 
May  (BMt).  Spring  Eurasian  Wigeons  includ- 
ed the  wintering  pair  at  Sullivan’s  Pond,  NS,  a 
handful  in  Newfoundland  (including  a pair  at 
Arnold’s  Cove  on  the  Avalon  5 Mar  and  a male 
at  Loch  Lomond,  Codroy  Valley  31  May),  one 
on  Grand  Barachois,  SPM  14-25  Mar,  and  an 
impressive  9 in  s.  New  Brunswick  in 
Apr-May.  Eurasian  Teal  were  scarce:  2 in  e. 
Newfoundland,  2 in  New  Brunswick  (18  Mar 
at  Mary’s  Point  [DC]  and  29  Apr-5  May  at 


Saint  Anselme  [Roger  Leblanc]),  and  3 on  St. 
Pierre.  On  4 May,  Tingley  found  an  apparent 
Mallard  x Green-winged  Teal  hybrid  in 
Fredricton,  NB.  A Northern  Shoveler  on  St. 
Pierre,  a Wilmn  bird,  wintered  successfully. 

A number  of  Redheads  wintered,  following 
the  autumn’s  influx;  reports  from  Mar/Apr  in- 
cluded more  than  20  birds  on  mainland  Nova 
Scotia,  including  9 at  Bayport,  Lunenburg  4 
Mar  (EM),  3 in  New  Brunswick,  and  one  at 
Spaniard’s  Bay,  NL.  Tufted  Ducks  away  from  e. 
Newfoundland  were  limited  to  singles  at 
three  locations  in  New  Brunswick.  King  Ei- 
ders put  on  a good  show;  2 males  at  Port 
George,  NS  delighted  observers  through  Mar, 
while  New  Brunswick  enjoyed  4,  including  3 
passing  by  Point  Lepreau,  while  5 were  noted 
in  e.  Newfoundland,  including  4 at  Daleys 
Cove  in  mid-Mar.  The  spring  scoter  flight 
through  New  Brunswick  appeared  routine, 
but  in  Nova  Scotia,  a male  Surf  Scoter  and  fe- 
male Black  Scoter  spent  14-28  Apr  together  at 
Sunken  L.,  Kings  (BF  et  al.),  an  unusual  in- 
land location  for  either. 

For  the  first  time  since  1974,  Red-throated 
Loons  were  unrecorded  at  St.  Pierre  et 
Miquelon,  and  numbers  were  low  in  Nova 
Scotia,  but  the  species’  migration  past  Pt.  Lep- 
reau, NB  was  normal.  Nine  Red-necked 
Grebes  6 May  at  Broad  Cove,  Lunenburg,  NS 
(EM)  were  slightly  tardy,  and  low  numbers 
were  recorded  at  St.  Pierre. 

PELICANS  THROUGH 
DIURNAL  RAPTORS 

An  American  White  Pelican  began  a grand 
tour  through  the  Region  this  spring.  The  bird. 


r A The  traditional  northboynd  shorebird  migration  routes  lie  w.  of  this  Region,  and  our  spring  "flight"  consists  of  local  breeders  and  a few  winterers.  This  year  was  different.  In  the  latter 
3 r\  half  of  May,  there  was  an  excellent  spring  passage  noted  Regionwide,  especially  of  Black-bellied  Plover  and  Red  Knot  (see  table,  below).  The  passage  included  Prince  Edward  Island  and 
both  coasts  of  Newfoundland,  which  recorded  dozens  of  Black-bellied  Plover  and  a few  Red  Knots.  Ian  Mclaren  speculates:  "Perhaps  long-distance  over-water  migrants  like  these  shorebirds 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  [May]  wind  setup,  with  winds  offshore  [that  is,  southwesterly]  in  the  se.  United  States,  and  paralleling  the  coast  nearer  Nova  Scotia." 


Species 

Saint-Leonard,  NB 
(R&CL) 

Dune  de  Maisonnette,  NB 
(Marcel  David) 

SPM 

(RE) 

C.S.I. 

Atlantic  coast  of 
Nova  Scotia 

19  May 

29  May 

22  May 

25  May 

29  May 

1 Jun 

19  May 

24-30  May 

20-22  May 

19-26  May 

Black-bellied  Plover 

114 

128 

84 

105 

8 

38 

325 

175 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

13 

4 

12 

21 

3 

125 

175 

Red  Knot 

18 

20 

21 

11 

10 

75 

49 

Sanderling 

5 

hundreds 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

1 

2 

11 

113 

7 

25 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

2 

2 

14 

11 

least  Sandpiper 

38 

17 

4 

9 

8 

Dunlin 

1 

4 

2 

17 

7 

5 on  12  May 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

8 

1 

31 

6 

1 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

1 
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first  noted  23  May  at  Machias,  ME, 
popped  into  Waterside,  NB,  near 
Fredricton,  25-26  May  (Reg  & 
Dorothy  Hoar  et  al.).  Its  tour  contin- 
ued with  a visit  to  Mary’s  Pt.,  NB  27 
May  (DC  et  al.),  but  the  following 
morning  it  moved  to  Black  Pond  Mi- 
gratory Bird  Sanctuary,  PEI  (Nancy 
Ching  et  al.),  where  it  remained 
through  month’s  end,  just  the  4th 
provincial  record.  It  was  an  unspectac- 
ular spring  for  overshooting  herons 
and  egrets,  not  surprising,  given  the 
contrary  winds.  The  Nova  Scotia/New 
Brunswick  totals  were  as  follows:  Great 
Egret  9/6;  Snowy  Egret  9/2;  Little  Blue 
Heron  4/1;  no  Tricolored  Herons  or 
Cattle  Egrets;  Green  Heron  3/3;  and 
only  singles  of  Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Heron  (Nova  Scotia)  and  Glossy  Ibis 
(New  Brunswick).  Prince  Edward  Is- 
land was  shut  out  entirely,  and  St. 

Pierre  had  singles  of  Snowy  Egret  and 
Black-crowned  Night-Heron  in  May.  Farther 
n.,  there  was  an  unexpected  influx  of  5 Great 
Egrets  to  s.  Newfoundland,  as  well  as  a far- 
flung  bird  in  Goose  Bay,  Labrador  8 May 
(Randy  Rose),  just  the  2nd  local  record.  A 
Glossy  Ibis  was  at  Bonavista,  NL  30  Apr-3 
May  Qon  Joy  Rod  Cox).  There  are  now  at 
least  five  Bald  Eagle  nests  on  St.  Pierre  et 
Miquelon,  admirable  given  the  islands’  small 
area.  The  wintering  Golden  Eagle  at  St.John’s, 
NL  was  last  reported  2 Apr;  the  only  other  re- 
port was  from  Bertrand,  NB  14  May  (m.ob.). 

RAILS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

A Purple  Gallinule  made  a brief  appearance 
25  May  near  Baxter’s  Harbour,  Kings,  NS 
(Lance  Bishop).  A Sandhill  Crane  at  Shepody 
NB  7-9  May  (Ken  Haggart)  provided  that 
province’s  only  report,  but  4 visited  Canso, 
NS,  where  spring  sightings  have  been  regular 
in  recent  years  (TK).  Another  was  near 
Yarmouth,  NS  12-17  Apr  (John  Sollows). 

At  Bonavista,  NL,  a European  Golden- 
Plover  was  found  7 May  and  3-4  on  9-13  May 
(Rod  Cox,  JJ).  An  American  Golden  Plover  at 
Blackhead,  NL  21-23  Apr  (DB  et  al.)  fur- 
nished a 3rd  spring  provincial  record;  all  have 
been  of  birds  in  basic  plumage.  Another  on 
Martinique  Beach,  H.R.M.  8 Apr  was  remark- 
ably early  (IM  et  al).  Killdeer  are  now  regular 
breeders  on  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon  (RE), 
though  only  a few  pairs  are  present.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  American  Oystercatchers  on 
C.S.L,  where  7 returned.  A Black-necked  Stilt 
at  Martinique  Beach  15-20  Apr  (Terry  Paquet 
et  al.)  marked  the  15th  provincial  record.  The 
only  extralimital  Upland  Sandpiper  was  at 
Jeddore  Oyster  Pond,  H.R.M.  9-14  Apr  (Lucas 


Berrigan).  There  were  two  reports  of  single 
Eurasian  Whimbrel:  25  May  at  Cape  Spear, 
NL  (Greg  Stroud,  Dave  Fifield)  and  6 May  at 
St.  Pierre  (RE).  Two  Ruffs  in  breeding  attire 
were  at  Goulds,  NL  12-13  May  (DB,  Jennifer 
Harding  et  al).  At  least  5 Long-billed  Dow- 
itchers  successfully  wintered  on  C.S.L,  part  of 
Hurricane  Wilma’s  bounty. 

GULLS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

There  were  eight  May  occurrences  of  Laugh- 
ing Gull  in  Nova  Scotia,  well  above  the  aver- 
age in  recent  springs;  the  absence  of  sightings 
earlier  in  the  season  suggests  these  were  not 
''Wilma  waifs”  left  over  from  autumn  2005 
but  overshoots  from  the  southwest.  Two  win- 
tering Common  Gulls  in  St.  John’s  were 
joined  by  2 migrants  19  Mar  (BMt).  However, 
a single  Common  Gull  at  Fredricton,  NB  2-4 
May  (Gilles  Belliveau  et  al.)  generated  much 
more  excitement.  The  rare  gull  extravaganza 
at  St.  John’s,  NL  continued  into  spring.  A 
third-year  Yellow-legged  Gull  was  banded 
there  28  May  (BMt) — perhaps  the  first  subad. 
reported  anywhere  on  the  continent,  and  the 
latest  spring  record  from  the  province  (or  the 
continent?)  by  six  weeks.  On  the  heels  of  an 
ad.  in  Jan,  a third-winter  Slaty-backed  Gull 
was  present  18  Mar-2  Apr  and  an  identifiably 
different  ad.  23  Apr-7  May  (BMt,  JC  et  al).  A 
Glaucous-winged  Gull  21  Mar  was  thought 
to  be  the  same  bird  as  seen  earlier  in  the  win- 
ter (BMt,  JC).  An  ad.  Ivory  Gull  was  unex- 
pectedly inland  along  the  Metchin  R., 
Labrador,  feeding  on  caribou  carcasses  some 
time  in  Mar/Apr  (Tony  Chubbs,  Frank 
Phillips).  A Black  Tern  18  May  at  Sainte- 
Anne,  NB  might  represent  the  first  record  of 


the  species  for  the  n.  portion  of  the 
province  (R65:CL).  Two  Forster’s  Terns 
from  Wilma  wintered  successfully  in 
Nova  Scotia,  possibly  a Regional  first. 

DOVES  THROUGH  STARLINGS 

A White-winged  Dove  appeared  24 
May  on  C.S.L  Qohnny  Nickerson); 
there  are  35  previous  provincial 
records,  including  one  from  the  same 
feeder.  Newfoundland’s  4th  White- 
winged Dove  appeared  19-22  May  at  a 
Clarenville  feeder  (Cliff  Briffet  et  al). 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  are  very  rare 
Regionally  in  spring  (and  perhaps  even 
more  so  following  the  massive  mortal- 
ity from  Hurricane  Wilma),  but  G.M.I. 
hosted  no  fewer  than  3 birds  20-21 
May  (ST,  m.ob.),  and  a bird  was  tallied 
13  May  in  Nova  Scotia  (North  Ameri- 
can Migration  Count).  An  Eastern 
Screech-Owl  8 May  near  Avondale, 
PEI  (Dan  McAskill,  RC)  furnished  just 
the  8th  provincial  record.  An  unexpected 
Great  Gray  Owl  delighted  birders  5-11  Mar 
near  Juniper,  NB  (Tiffany  Thornhill,  m.ob.). 
Two  nesting  boxes  on  St.  Pierre  were  occu- 
pied by  Boreal  Owls  by  mid-Apr  (RE).  A lone 
Common  Nighthawk  reached  St.  Pierre  17 
May;  the  species  is  noted  here  in  spring  just 
one  year  in  three.  More  remarkably,  a Chim- 
ney Swift  appeared  22  Apr  at  St.  Lawrence, 
NL  (Gail  & Norman  Wilson);  the  species  is 
very  rare  on  Newfoundland,  and  this  is  an  ex- 
tremely early  record  for  anywhere  in  the  Re- 
gion. Numbers  of  Common  Nighthawks  and 
Chimney  Swifts  in  Nova  Scotia  were  distress- 
ingly low,  the  latter  perhaps  due  Wilma  mor- 
tality last  autumn.  Two  Red-bellied  Wood- 
peckers were  reported  in  New  Brunswick,  and 
a pair  was  near  Halifax,  but  we  have  no  report 
of  a nest  as  yet.  A Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
wintered  successfully  for  the  2nd  time  at 
Hantsport,  NS,  while  one  on  St.  Pierre  10  Apr 
was  locally  rare  and  rather  early  (Michelle 
Borthayre).  The  only  Willow  Flycatchers  re- 
ported were  in  Grand  Falls,  NB  17  May  (Paul 
Mansz,  MC)  and  near  Savage  Harbour,  PEI  27 
May  (DS). 

On  23  May,  Jill  Cooper-Robinson  observed 
a strange  hummingbird  in  her  flower  garden 
in  downtown  Halifax.  The  most  striking  fea- 
tures were  its  red  bill  and  iridescent  green 
body  with  darker  underparts.  The  descrip- 
tion matches  Broad-billed  Hummingbird. 
The  lack  of  any  reddish  on  the  wings  was 
noted  but  not  the  whitish  undertail  coverts, 
which  can  be  hard  to  see  on  perched  birds. 
There  are  a few  records  of  the  species  in  e. 
North  America,  including  one  in  New 
Brunswick  in  late  Oct  1999,  but  apparently 


This  third-winter  Slaty-backed  Gull  at  the  well-watched  landfill  in  St  John's, 
Newfoundland  was  the  second  of  three  to  show  up  between  January  and  April 
2006  (here  18  March).  Photograph  by  Bruce  Mactavish. 
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none  for  spring.  There  was  no  feeder  on  the 
property,  and  the  bird  only  stayed  for  a few 
hours.  A presumed  Ruby-throated  Hum- 
mingbird was  seen  18  May  on  St.  Pierre  by 
Philippe  Autin,  who  reported  that  the  hungry 
bird  confused  red  gloves  for  (absent)  flowers 
and  tried  to  feed  on  each  finger  (fide  RE). 
Two  Warbling  Vireos  were  found  in  late  May 
in  Nova  Scotia:  28  May  at  Port  William,  Kings 
(Richard  Stern)  and  30  May  on  Brier  I.  (EM). 
The  last  Purple  Martin  colony  in  Nova  Scotia, 
at  Oxford,  had  only  a few  males  this  spring; 


the  species  is  declining  in  New  Brunswick  as 
well.  However,  2 reached  Newfoundland, 
where  very  rare:  12-16  Apr  at  Bonavista  (JJ) 
and  15-16  Apr  at  Clarenville  (Dan  Myers), 
both  sightings  very  early.  One  at  St.  Pierre  24- 
26  May  (Pascal  Asselin)  was  rare  but  more 
seasonable.  Two  Cliff  Swallows  22-27  May  at 
Allisaiy  Creek,  PEI  were  considered  locally 
rare  (DS).  The  Black-capped  Chickadee  pop- 
ulation at  St.  Pierre  has  been  reduced  to  a sin- 
gle male,  noted  sporadically  10  Mar-8  May 
(PB).  Prince  Edward  I.  enjoyed  its  first  Car- 
olina Wren  10  Apr+  in  Charlottetown  (Kevin 
Teather,  Andy  Horn).  Nova  Scotia’s  13th  Car- 
olina Wren  took  up  station  in  Spryfield, 
H.R.M.  30  Mar-8  May  (EL  et  al.),  and  anoth- 
er was  singing  at  Crystal  Crescent  Beach  PR, 
NS  25  Apr  (HT). 

New  Brunswick  birders  found  tbe  only 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatcbers  this  spring — at  Saint 
John  1 May  (MC)  and  on  G.M.l.  22  May. 
There  was  an  unprecedented  spring  move- 
ment of  thousands  of  Black-capped  Chick- 
adees through  Brier  T,  NS  5-30  May  (m.ob.); 
most  moved  on,  but  many  lingered  on  the  is- 
land into  Jun.  Presumably,  this  flight  involved 
returning  individuals  from  the  heavy  autumn 
movement  recorded  throughout  se.  Canada 
and  New  England.  The  e.  coast  of  Newfound- 
land enjoyed  a small  influx  of  Northern 
Wheatears:  one  at  Broad  Cove  11  May;  one  at 
Bonavista  14  May;  3 at  Cape  Race  14-15  May; 
and  one  at  Cape  Spear  26  May.  Hermit  Thrush 
has  become  the  commonest  thrush  on  St. 
Pierre,  far  surpassing  Gray-cheeked  Thrush, 


which  is  now  very  uncommon  and  local  (fide 
RE).  A Townsend’s  Solitaire,  Nova  Scotia’s 
15th,  was  belatedly  identified  at  Chezzetcook 
27-30  Mar  (Brenda  McAloney)  but  had  been 
present  for  some  weeks.  A Gray  Catbird  27 
Apr  on  St.  Pierre  (Patrick  Hacala)  was  the  ear- 
liest arrival  on  record.  The  only  Brown 
Thrasher  sightings  were  4 in  New  Brunswick 
in  mid-May. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

There  was  but  a single  rare  warbler  this 
spring,  a Yellow-throated  Warbler  in 
Annapolis,  NS  13  May  (Donald 
Barnes).  Etcheberry  noted  that 
Northern  Waterthrushes  arrived  in 
low  numbers  and  nine  days  later 
than  average  on  St.  Pierre.  The  annu- 
al Apr-May  “rainbow  show”  of  col- 
orful passerines  suffered  from  lack  of 
southerly  winds  this  spring:  there 
were  no  Summer  Tanagers  and  but  2 
Scarlet  Tanagers,  both  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia, plus  a male  Scarlet  on  St.  Pierre 
2-7  May,  followed  by  a female  31 
May  (PB).  Three  Eastern  Towhees, 
including  a pair,  wintered  in  Lunenburg,  NS. 
Clay-colored  Sparrows  appeared  only  in  New 
Brunswick,  with  sightings  of  singles  at  file  de 
Lameque  29  Apr  (Hilaire  & Rose  Aline  Chi- 
asson)  and  on  G.M.l.  20-21  May  (ST,  m.ob.). 
Two  Eield  Sparrows  wintered  in  H.R.M.,  and 
there  were  six  May  sightings  split  equally  be- 
tween New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia.  A 
■Vesper  Sparrow  in  the  Eorest  Hill  area,  PEI  7 
May  was  locally  rare  (RC),  and  a Swamp  Spar- 
row wintered  on  St.  Pierre.  Three  White- 
crowned  Sparrows  wintered  in  Kings,  NS,  as 
did  2 in  New  Brunswick.  Golden-crowned 
Sparrows  made  the  news  in  the  Region  this 
spring.  New  Brunswick’s  4th  successfully 
wintered  in  Memramcook  (until  22  Apr),  but 
then  a 5th  (or  the  same?)  bird  was  found  28 
Apr-9  May  at  a Quispamsis  feeder,  in  full 
song  (Geraldine  Black).  In  Nova  Scotia,  the 
Barrington  bird  wintered  (last  seen  22  Apr, 
just  as  with  the  Memramcook  bird),  but  the 
province’s  9th  was  found  in  Wolfville  15  Apr 
(Jim  Wolford  et  al.),  where  it  lingered  until  22 
May.  An  Oregon  Junco  was  nicely  document- 
ed 13  May  in  Sand  Lake,  Cape  Breton,  NS 
(ph.  Cathy  Murrant);  there  are  only  a few  pre- 
vious records  in  Nova  Scotia. 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  thought  to 
be  in  normal  numbers  in  the  Maritimes,  but 
farther  n.  there  was  a good  flight,  with  10-12 
noted  across  Newfoundland  and  at  least  8 
reaching  St.  Pierre.  Remarkably,  there  was  but 
a single  Blue  Grosbeak,  in  May  in  Lunenburg, 
NS,  and  the  Indigo  Bunting  totals  were  sub- 
par,  15  in  Nova  Scotia,  6 in  Newfoundland,  3 


in  New  Brunswick,  2 on  St.  Pierre,  and  one  on 
Prince  Edward  Island.  Nova  Scotia’s  18th 
Painted  Bunting,  which  arrived  in  Lunenburg 
in  Feb,  remained  through  13  Apr.  Dickcissels 
were  few:  just  3 in  Nova  Scotia  and  one  in 
New  Brunswick. 

A male  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  at  Peck 
Meadows,  Kings,  NS  5 May  (Bernard 
Forsythe)  could  have  been  the  same  as  the 
male  reported  in  nearby  Windsor  almost  two 
weeks  later.  Rusty  Blackbirds  continue  their 
decline  across  the  Region,  with  few  in  Nova 
Scotia  and  two  reports  from  St.  Pierre,  where 
relatively  rare  (RE).  There  were  only  four  May 
Orchard  Oriole  sightings  in  Nova  Scotia  and 
just  one  from  New  Brunswick.  A Eurasian 
Siskin  at  a Mary’s  Point,  NB  feeder  29-30  Apr 
(ph.  DC;  <http://homepage.mac.com/maryspt/ 
PhotoAlbum9.html>)  was  well  documented 
and  just  a 2nd  for  the  province.  The  New 
Brunswick  Bird  Records  Committee  has  yet  to 
rule  on  the  report,  but  records  of  Common 
Chaffinches  and  Bramblings  have  been  ac- 
cepted. There  was  little  to  report  regarding 
other  “winter  finches”  except  that  American 
Goldfinches  are  now  wintering  on  Miquelon; 
they  had  already  begun  doing  so  on  St.  Pierre. 

Addenda:  Several  Nova  Scotia  sightings  from 
summer  2005  were  inadvertently  omitted 
from  the  Regional  report.  A Least  Tern  was 
found  and  photographed  at  C.S.I.  24  Jul 
(Murray  Newell);  a small  tern  seen  fleetingly 
at  Canso  21-22  Jun  (Tom  Kavanaugh)  was 
likely  a Least  as  well.  A Boreal  Owl  in  a Guys- 
borough  nestbox  produced  2 fledglings,  for 
the  province’s  first  mainland  nesting  of  this 
enigmatic  species.  A Chuck-will’s-widow  was 
flushed  twice  in  Guysborough  9 May  (TFulton 
Lavender);  another  was  heard  at  'Williams  L., 
H.R.M.  in  late  May  (Kris  Allinson)  and  con- 
firmed 23-29  Jun;  locals  reported  having 
heard  the  same  bird  the  previous  summer! 
These  represent  the  10th  and  11th  records  for 
the  province. 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face, for  Nova  Scotia  unless  otherwise  noted): 
Patrick  Boez,  Dave  Brown,  David  Christie, 
Jared  Clarke,  Ray  Cooke,  Merv  Cormier, 
Ralph  Eldridge  (RAE),  Roger  Etcheberry 
(RE;  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon),  Ulli  Hoger,  John 
Joy,  Tom  Kavanaugh,  Roy  & Charlotte  La- 
Pointe,  Bruce  Mactavish  (NL),  Blake  May- 
bank,  David  McCorquodale,  Ken  McKenna, 
Angus  McLean,  Ian  McLaren,  Eric  Mills,  Su- 
sann  Myers,  Johnny  Nickerson,  David  Seeler 
(PEI),  Hans  Toom.  © 


Blake  Maybank,  144  Bayview  Drive,  White's  Lake,  Nova 
Scotia  B3T 1Z1,  (maybank@ns.sympatico.ca) 


This  adult  Slaty-backed  Gull  was  the  third  of  its  species  to  be  found  at  the 
St.  John's  landfill  in  2006;  it  was  present  23  April  (here)  through  3 May. 
Photograph  by  Bruce  Mactavish. 
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It  was  one  of  the  warmest  springs  ever 
recorded  in  Quebec.  All  regions  experi- 
enced above-normal  temperatures,  north- 
ern Quebec  being  5°  C above  and  southern 
Quebec  2-3°  C above  normal.  The  northern 
part  experienced  precipitation  levels  40  per- 
cent above  normal  or  more.  In  the  south,  pre- 
cipitation was  closer  to  normal,  although  May 
was  very  wet.  Ducks  and  geese  put  on  a spec- 
tacular show  along  the  Richelieu  River  in 
March.  Out-of-range  gulls  stirred  a lot  of  ex- 
citement, but  shorebirds  were  almost  absent, 
except  for  the  phalaropes.  Passerines  migra- 
tion was  lackluster,  with  no  significant  fallout 
reported  anywhere  in  the  Region. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HERONS 

An  ad.  Pink-footed  Goose  was  a notable  find 
at  Saint-Mathias-sur-Richelieu  25  Mar,  pro- 
viding a 9th  record  for  the  province  and  a new 
Regional  record-early  date  (GZ,  PB,  A. 
Messier,  ph.).  The  same  individual  was  spot- 
ted later  the  same  day  at  nearby  Saint-Basile- 
le-Grand  (OB,  MR,  SD).  A flock  of  29  Greater 
White-fronted  Geese,  by  far  the  largest  ever 
reported  in  the  Region,  was  observed  flying 
over  L.  Abitibi,  near  Clerval  28  Apr  (]S. 
Plante).  Adding  to  this  intriguing  report,  the 
Abitibi  region  had  hosted  a group  of  15  at  Au- 
thier-Nord  in  spring  2005  0^  Gagnon,  JS. 
Plante,  vt.).  Brant  were  seen  in  larger  num- 
bers than  usual  in  the  Montreal  area  during  a 
prolonged  period  of  wet  weather  in  mid-May, 
e.g.,  several  hundred  in  a flooded  field  at 
Saint-Clet  20  May  (W.  Grubert).  A Barnacle 
Goose  stopped  at  Masson  5 May  0FJ>  kJ)- 
Tundra  Swans  made  a very  good  incursion  in 
extreme  s.  Quebec  in  Mar:  2 were  spotted  at 
Sainte-Barbe  11  & 27  Mar  (PE,  S.  Rochon),  7 


at  Saint-Paul-de-lTle-aux-Noix  16-17  Mar, 
with  2 remaining  until  24  Mar  (MG  et  ah),  2 
at  Saint-Blaise  16-24  Mar  (Y.  Paquette,  L. 
Simard,  L.  Gagne),  3 at  Saint-Stanislas-de- 
Kostka  18  Mar  (B.  Barnhurst),  and  2 at  Saint- 
Anicet  29-31  Mar  (PE,  m.ob.).  Five  unidenti- 
fied swans  near  Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu  12 
Mar  were  probably  this  species  (M.  & C.  Ar- 
naudin). 

Two  male  Eurasian  Wigeons  at  Saint-Paul- 
de-lTle-aux-Noix  18  Mar  (D.  Paquette,  D. 
Ouellette)  and  2 male  Northern  Shovelers  in 
the  same  locality  12  Mar  provided  a Regional 
record-early  date  for  both  species  (E.  Samson, 
A.  Lacasse).  Single  Eurasian  Teal  were  at  Noy- 
an  25  Mar  (PB,  GZ),  Portneuf  1 Apr  (G.  Cyr), 
Saint-Augustin-de-Desmaures  10  Apr  (CN), 
Rimouski  27  Apr  (GG),  Ta  Pocatiere  7 May 
(CA,  CG),  and  Sept-lles  7 May  (CC,  BD).  A 
male  Tufted  Duck  brightened  Levis  20-22 
May  (G.  Lemelin,  LR,  A.  Dery,  ph.). 

Two  Gray  Partridges  at  Cacouna  18  Mar 
(D.  Berube)  and  2 other  at  Pointe-au-Pere  25 
Mar  (G.  Proulx,  M.  Therriault)  were  well  e.  of 
their  range.  A Wild  Turkey  at  Armstrong, 
Beauce  16  May  confirmed  a modest  eastward 
range  extension  (SD,  N.  Hamel).  Single 
American  White  Pelicans  were  noteworthy  at 
Saint-Paul-de-lTle-aux-Noix  21  May  (R. 
Saint-Jean  et  al.,/ide  MG)  and  at  Saint-Lam- 
bert-de-Lauzon  29  May+  (O.  Mongeon,  LR, 
m.ob.,  ph.).  Stray  herons  and  egrets  from  the 
s.  included  a Snowy  Egret  at  Saint-Simeon  22- 
27  May  (M.  Bujold,  m.ob.),  a Little  Blue 
Heron  at  I’Anse-au-Griffon  27-28  May  (G. 
Gelinas,  O.  Deruelle  et  al.),  single  Tricolored 
Herons  at  Montmagny  30  Apr-5  May  (H. 
Nadeau,  G.  Cameron,  Y.  Hamel)  and  La  Bale 
28-30  May  (S.  Tremblay,  R.  Gagnon  et  ah), 
and  a Cattle  Egret  at  He  Dupas  22  May  (P. 
Franche,  A.  Gosselin).  Single  Glossy  Ibis 
made  an  appearance  at  Baie-du-Febvre  1 1 Apr 
(L.  Corriveau,  S.  Bouchard,  D.  Sainte-Marie) 
and  again  21  Apr-7  May  Q-  Cadieux,  P Bras- 
sard et  al.)  and  then  at  Montmagny  1 May  (S. 
Begin,  L.  Plante),  while  the  same  observers  re- 
ported a Plegadis  at  Riviere-Ouelle  1 May. 


RAPTORS  THROUGH  TERNS 

An  ad.  Red-tailed  Hawk  of  the  caliirus  sub- 
species that  successfully  wintered  at  Gatineau 
for  the  3rd  consecutive  year  was  still  present 
6 Apr  (C.  Blanchette,  E Leduc).  An  imm. 
gray-morph  Gyrfalcon  was  late  at  Saint- 
Basile-le-Grand  22  May  (R.  Belhumeur).  A 
Common  Moorhen  at  Chandler  22  May  rep- 
resented the  3rd  record  only  for  the  Gaspe 
Pen.  (M.  Larrivee).  A Black-bellied  Plover  at 
Cap-Rouge  23-26  Mar  provided  a record-ear- 
ly date  for  the  Region  (P.  Nadeau).  An  Amer- 
ican Avocet  was  a good  find  at  Cap-Tour- 
mente  5 May  (L.  Major,  PM.  Marotte),  while 
one  at  Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupre  12  May  (MR) 
was  found  dead  the  next  day.  A Greater  Yel- 
lowlegs  in  the  Magdalen  Is.  23  Mar  was  ex- 
tremely early  (DGG).  Willets  made  a good 
showing  outside  their  limited  breeding  range 
in  the  Magdalen  Is.  Singles  were  at  Gaspe  20- 
28  May  (D.  Jalbert)  and  Levis  22  May  (CN), 
while  up  to  2 showed  on  lie  Verte  28-31  May 
(Y.  Gauthier  et  al.,  R.  Gaudreault,  F. 
LHeureux).  The  only  Marbled  Godwit  of  the 
spring  turned  up  at  La  Pocatiere  20-27  May 
(CA,  CG).  Also  a rare  spring  visitor,  a Stilt 
Sandpiper  at  Baie-du-Febvre  15-23  Apr  pro- 
vided a record-early  date  for  the  Region  (E 
Gariepy  et  al). 

A total  of  5 Laughing  Gulls  was  more  than 
usual:  single  ads.  were  at  Victoriaville  13  Apr, 
a record-early  date  (CR,  M.  Gregoire,  J. 
Ducharme),  Paspebiac  22-23  Apr  (A.  Cou- 
ture), Riviere-Ouelle  14  May  (CG,  CA), 
Neuville  22  May  (G.  Lord,  N.  Boucher,  JB), 
and  Havre-aux-Basques  28-29  May  (A. 
Richard,  DGG).  Franklin’s  Gulls  were  repre- 
sented by  an  ad.  at  Victoriaville  21  Apr  (CR  et 
ah),  an  ad.  at  Metabetchouan  7 May  (C. 
Cormier,  GS),  an  ad.  at  La  Malbaie  27  May, 
and  a first-year  bird  in  the  same  locale  28-31 
May  (A.  Cote).  Fairly  good  numbers  of  Little 
Gulls  were  also  reported.  Bonaparte’s  Gulls 
totaled  4000  at  Bergeronnes  7 May  (R.  Pinti- 
aux).  Intriguing  were  3 different  Thayer’s- 
type  Gulls  that  were  nicely  photographed  at 
La  Malbaie  23  Apr,  21  May,  and  30-31  May,  re- 


^ A An  unprecedented  fallout  of  Red  Phalaropes  occurred  in  mid-May.  Most  birds  appeared  inland  w.  of  Quebec  City, 
Jflwith  several  along  the  Richelieu  R.  valley,  e.  of  Montreal.  Two  males  and  a female  were  first  discovered  at  Baie-du- 
Febvre  13  May  (DD,  JP.  Richard),  followed  by  a male  at  Saint-Blaise  13-15  May  (S.  Mathieu  et  al.,  ph.),  a female  at  Napiemlle 
14  May  (SD,  P.  laporte,  ph.),  a female  at  Sainte-Catherine-de-Hatley  14  May  (JP.  Pelletier,  ph.),  a female  at  Saint-Paul-de- 
rile-aux-Noix  14-15  May  (which  fell  prey  to  a Peregrine  falcon;  SD,  PB,  m.ob.,  ph.),  a female  at  lac-Etchemin  16  May  (M. 
labrie),  one  at  Chambly  1 6 May  (R.  Chattier),  and  finally  a female  at  Quebec  City  18-19  May  (Jl).  There  are  only  four  Regional 
records  of  the  species  in  the  month  of  May,  1 960-2005.  This  fallout  was  weather-related  and  probably  attributable  to  an  in- 
tense low-pressure  system  that  moved  nw.  from  the  Atlantic  through  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  and  s. 
Quebec.  Rain  fell  almost  daily  in  s.  Quebec  12-21  May,  causing  major  flooding  19-20  May  e.  of  the  Richelieu  R.  valley.  Not  as 
rare.  Red-necked  Phalaropes  were  also  widely  reported  during  the  same  period. 
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One  of  three  adult  Thayer's  Gulls  to  show  up  in  the  Charlevoix  area 
during  May  2006,  this  individual  was  photographed  21  May 
at  La  Malbaie.  Photograph  by  Alain  Cote. 


spectively  (A.  Cole).  All  birds  were  ads.  and 
showed  typical  features  for  this  species.  Two 
Ross’s  Gulls,  an  ad.  and  a first-summer  bird, 
were  discovered  at  Sept-Iles  28-29  May  GFL, 
BD,  CC),  providing  the  4th  fully  documented 
record  for  the  Region  and  the  first  of  2 birds. 
Providing  the  2nd  and  3rd  records  for  this 
year,  an  imm.  Ivory  Gull  was  photographed  at 
Alma  31  Mar  (S.  Boivin),  while  an  ad.  was 
thoroughly  described  at  Levis  25  Mar  GL).  A 
Caspian  Tern  at  L.  Osisko,  Rouyn-Noranda 
25-26  May  furnished  the  2nd  record  for 
Abitibi  (M.  Arsenault  el  ah). 

CUCKOOS  THROUGH  THRASHERS 

The  only  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  was  reported 
in  Gatineau  Park  29  May  (LJ,JFJ).  The  Black- 
billed Cuckoo  at  Magpie  16  May  was  the  east- 
ernmost ever  seen  on  the  North  Shore  G-  Lan- 
thier,  fide  YR).  A fledgling  Eastern  Screech- 
Owl  was  seen  on  a Montreal  lawn  8 Apr  G- 
Harrison),  a surprisingly  early  date  for  the  Re- 
gion. Snowy  Owls  continued  to  be  locally  nu- 
merous into  Mar,  with  15  at  Saint-Clel  8 Mar 
(M.  Dennis),  an  excellent  figure  for  the  Mon- 
treal vicinity.  A research  project  in  Abitibi  on 
Acgoliiis  owls  yielded  18  nest  boxes  used  by 
Northern  Saw-whet  Owl  pairs  and  four  by  Bo- 
real Owls  G-  Gagnon  et  al). 

Single  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  were  at 
Sainte-Foy  22  May  (P  Caron)  and  Tewkes- 
bury 26  May  G-  Guay),  while  one  present  at 
Saint-Godefroi  since  last  fall  was  still  there  25 
May  (E.  Arsenault).  The  spread  of  Common 
Raven  into  the  St.  Lawrence  lowlands  has 
been  obvious  for  over  a decade,  but  informa- 
tion about  breeding  pairs  at  the  edge  of  their 
range  is  still  patchy,  so  the  discovery  of  at 
least  four  nests  at  Laval  this  season  was  re- 
markable (fide  G.  Lachaine).  A Northern 
Rough-winged  Swallow  at  Becancour  1 1 Apr 
tied  the  earliest  Regional  record  (ph.  RB). 


The  relative  mildness  of 
last  winter  and  light  snow 
cover  seem  to  have  set  the 
ground  for  an  increase  in  Car- 
olina Wren  numbers.  They 
were  widely  reported  this 
spring,  and  breeding  was  con- 
firmed in  May  at  three  locali- 
ties in  s.  Quebec:  Repentigny 
(G.  Santiago),  Saint-Blaise 
(PB),  and  Philipsburg  (PB). 
The  Townsend’s  Solitaire  at 
Beauport  was  last  reported  13 
Mar  GM-  Giroux).  A Wood 
Thrush  at  Pointe-des-Prairies 
Park,  Montreal  18  Apr  ante- 
dated the  Region-wide  early 
date  by  two  days  G-  Gawlos- 
ki).  The  Varied  Thrush  dis- 
covered at  Grande-Riviere  last  Jan  was  last  re- 
ported 14  Apr  (R.  Lemieux, /idc  D.  Mercier), 
while  a male  was  at  Quebec  City  8-9  Apr  GB, 
N.  Boucher).  The  Brown  Thrasher  present 
since  last  Dec  at  Val  d’Or  was  seen  until  12 
Apr  (C.  Siano,  R.  Ladurantaye),  whereas  one 
in  Maria  was  last  seen  21  Apr  (C.  Lamarre), 
confirming  rare  but  increasing  cases  of  suc- 
cessful overwintering  in  the  Region.  Another 
Brown  Thrasher  at  MeWatters,  Abitibi  9 Apr 
was  quite  early,  in  addition  to  being  out  of 
range  (D.  Guilbault,  M.  Letendre). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  ORIOLES 

Up  to  2 Blue-winged  Warblers  were  present 
on  their  breeding  grounds  at  Lac-Brome  in 
May  (PB  et  al.),  while  another  was  at  Fre- 
lighsburg  21  May  (MR,  P Lane).  A Lawrence’s 


Warbler  returned  to  Lac-Brome  for  the  3rd 
consecutive  year  (PB  et  ah,  ph.).  A few 
record-early  arrival  dates  among  the  warblers 
were  broken  or  tied  this  spring:  a Pine  War- 
bler at  Gatineau  Park  2 Apr  tied  an  old  record 
from  1983  (D.  Saint-Hilaire);  a Black-and- 


white  Warbler  at  Cowansville  3 Apr  bested 
the  previous  record  by  two  days  GB  Santerre); 
and  the  returning  Louisiana  Waterthrush  at 
Gatineau  Park  tied  the  earliest  Regional 
record,  first  detected  2 May  this  year 
(E. Suarez,  P Matthews).  Always  a rare  occur- 
rence throughout  the  Region  on  migration,  a 
Connecticut  Warbler  in  Mount-Royal  Park  26 
May  was  the  only  one  reported  away  from  the 
breeding  grounds  (DD).  A territorial  Yellow- 
breasted Chat  at  Neuville  26  May-i-  delighted 
numerous  observers  GB,  ph.). 

A female  Western  Tanager  was  at  Cap- 
Tourmente  7 May  (G.  Lachance,  G. 
EHeureux,  ph.),  prolonging  the  Region’s 
lucky  streak  of  spring  records  of  this  species 
to  eight  consecutive  years.  The  Spotted 
Towhee  at  Les  Escoumins  was  last  reported 
18  Apr  GG.  Beaulieu).  A maximum  of  9 Clay- 
colored  Sparrows  at  Guigues,  Temiscamingue 
15  May  was  noteworthy  G-  Frechette).  Far 
less  frequent  in  s.  Quebec  than  in  the  e.  half 
of  the  province,  a Lark  Sparrow  at  Danville 
was  an  interesting  find  24-27  Apr  (G.  Huot, 
D.  Labonte).  A Grasshopper  Sparrow  at 
Saint-Marc-sur-Richelieu  17  May+  estab- 
lished a new  site  for  this  rare.  Regionally 
threatened  species  (S.  Rioux,  ph.).  Ten  Lap- 
land  Longspurs  at  Baie-du-Febvre  (D. 
Lavoie)  and  one  at  Saint-Basile-le-Grand 
(SD)  20  May  were  late  for  s.  Quebec,  while  a 
figure  of  500  at  Metabetchouan,  Lac-Saint- 
Jean  29  Apr  GR  Berube  et  al.)  was  impressive; 
such  concentrations  are  unknown  in  the  vast 
agricultural  landscape  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
lowlands  farther  s.  but  may  be  of  annual  oc- 
currence in  the  Lac-Saint-Jean  plain  as  well  as 
in  Abitibi. 

A male  Lazuli  Bunting  was 
photographed  at  feeders  in 
Dollard-des-Ormeaux,  Mon- 
treal 14  May  (R  Ratrick,  E. 
Cowan),  providing  a first  fully 
documented  record  for  the  Re- 
gion. Singing  Western  Mead- 
owlarks were  reported  from 
Cap-Tourmente  6 May  (L. 
Messely,  ph.)  and  Mont-Joli  27 
May  (fide  S.  Rheaume),  the  lat- 
ter being  correctly  identified  a 
few  days  after  its  discovery 
(GG,  D.  Ruest).  A female  Yel- 
low-headed Blackbird  was  at 
Baie-du-Febvre  16-25  May 
(RB,  M.  Berlinguette,  and  M. 
Maheu).  A singing  Orchard  Oriole  was  at  Fre- 
lighsburg  20  May  GG-  Rapineau,  H.  Jetten), 
not  far  from  where  the  species  nested  in  2002. 

Exotics:  A Black  Swan  harassing  a Canada 
Goose  was  videotaped  at  Dundee  22  May  G- 


This  female  Red  Phalarope  at  Napierville,  near  Montreal,  on  14  May  was  one  of 
about  10  grounded  by  stormy  weather  in  southern  Quebec  in  mid-May  2006. 
Photograph  by  Samuel  Denault. 
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For  the  third  consecutive  year,  a male  Lawrence's  Warbler  occupied 
a territory  in  May  2006  and  later  (here  15  June)  at  Lac-Brome, 

Knowlton,  Quebec.  Photograph  by  Pierre  Bannon. 


Brisson).  A Saffron  Finch  at- 
tended a feeder  at  Saint-Am- 
broise,  Saguenay  8-19  May  (ph. 
G.  Tremblay) 

Addendum:  A Tufted  Titmouse 
at  TAnse-a-Beaufils  20  Jan  2006 
provided  the  2nd  record  for  the 
Gaspe  Pen  (R.  Cote). 

Contributors  (subregional  edi- 
tors in  boldface):  C.  Auchu,  P 
Bannon  (Montreal),  R.  Barbeau, 
J,  Bernier,  C.  Couture,  D.  De- 
mers, B.  Duchesne,  P.  Ethier,  R. 
Fortin  (Lower-St.  Lawrence), 
DG.  Gaudet  (Magdalen  Is.),  G. 
Gendron,  C.  Girard,  L.  Imbeau 


(Abitibi),  JE  jette,  L.  Jolicoeur,  J.  Lachance 
(Quebec  City),  JE.  Laporte,  C.  Nadeau,  P. 
Poulin  (Gaspesie),  M.  Raymond,  Y.  Rochepault 
(North  Shore),  C.  Roy  (Bois-Francs),  L.  Roy,  R. 
Saint-Laurent  (Lower-St.  Lawrence),  G.  Savard 
(Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean),  D.  Toussaint 
(Outaouais),  G.  Zenaitis. 


Pierre  Bannon,  1517  Leprohon,  Montreal,  Quebec  H4E 
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Olivier  Barden,  1652  rue  de  Bruyeres,  Sainte-Foy, 
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Nortnand  David,  347  Donegani.  Pointe-Claire,  Quebec 
H9R  5M4,  (normanddavid@videotron.ca); 

Samuel  Denault,  75  Beauchemin,  Saint-Basile-le- 
Grand,  Quebec  J3N  1J6,  (samuel.denault@videotron.ca); 
Yves  Aubry,  Canadian  Wildlife  Service,  P.  0.  Box  10100, 
Sainte-Foy,  Quebec  G1V  4H5,  (yves.aubry@ec.gc.ca) 


New  England 


Simon  Perkins 


The  contrast  in  weather  between 
March/April  and  May  was  stark.  The 
first  two  months  were  very  dry,  with 
March  in  Massachusetts  ranking  as  the  third 
driest  in  112  years  of  records.  Then  came 
May — ^which  in  Massachusetts  ranked  as  the 
second  wettest  ever!  Virtually  all  of  the  rain 
came  courtesy  of  a series  of  coastal  storms 
that  bore  an  uncanny  resemblance  to  the  se- 
ries of  storms  in  spring  2005.  To  quote  the 
great  Yogi  Berra:  “It’s  deja  vu  all  over  again.” 
The  rain  peaked  with  a four-day  barrage  in 
the  middle  of  the  month  that  produced  a stag- 
gering 54  cm  in  certain  communities  in 
northeastern  Massachusetts.  Predictably, 
record  flooding  occurred  across  wide  areas  in 


northeastern  Massachusetts,  eastern  New 
Hampshire,  and  southeastern  Maine.  Gover- 
nors declared  states  of  emergency,  the  Nation- 
al Guard  was  deployed  to  assist  local  resi- 
dents, and  entire  towns  were  evacuated. 

However,  the  water  appeared  to  affect  hu- 
mans more  than  most  birds.  Last  year’s  storms 
had  more  significant  impacts  on  nesting 
species  because  the  brunt  of  the  weather  came 
later  in  the  month,  when  nesting  was  well  un- 
derway. The  birds  that  took  the  hardest  hits 
were  seabirds,  many  of  which  were  cast 
against  the  coast  and  beyond  by  the  incessant 
easterly  gales.  Indeed  the  break  between  sys- 
tems during  the  middle  week  of  May  was  so 
brief  that  the  series  of  storms  is  referred  to  be- 
low simply  as  the  Storm.  With  one  striking, 
localized  exception  (on  5 May,  prior  to  the 
onset  of  heavy  weather),  May  migrants  had 
no  choice  but  to  “pick  their  spots”  and  move 
during  the  few  breaks  in  the  weather:  land- 
bird  migration  was  thus  very  slow  indeed. 
Shorebirds,  on  the  other  hand,  were  conspic- 
uous, rarities  plentiful,  and  early  arrivals 
prevalent — all  over  again. 

Abbreviations:  Monomoy  (Monomoy 
N.W.R.,  Chatham,  MA);  M.V  (Martha’s  Vine- 
yard, Dukes,  MA);  Monhegan  1.  (Lincoln, 
ME);  PI.  (Plum  L,  Essex,  MA,  including  Park- 
er River  N.W.R.);  Quabbin  (Quabbin  Res., 
cen.  MA). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
FRIGATEBIRD 

Eight  Tundra  Swans  reported  Regionwide  in- 


cluded 6 in  Massachusetts  and  2 in  Rhode  Is- 
land. The  Region’s  9 Greater  White-fronted 
Geese,  a total  that  has  become  more  or  less 


This  male  Black-necked  Stilt,  one  of  two  in  New  England 
this  spring,  delighted  birders  during  its  eight-day  stay 
in  East  Boston,  Massachusetts  1-8  (here  3)  April  2006. 
Photograph  by  John  Crook. 

expected  in  recent  years,  included  4 each  in 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  and  one  in  n. 
Maine  at  Fort  Fairfield  2 Apr  (ph.  BS).  A 
Cackling  Goose  discovered  on  the  Plymouth, 
MA  C.B.C.  remained  there  at  least  through  21 
Mar  (TLE  et  al.),  and  2 were  reported  from 
Connecticut,  both  also  in  Mar  (fide  GH).  In 
Connecticut,  a Barnacle  Goose  visited  South- 
bury  15-28  Mar  (C.  Harrison).  Seven 
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Table  1 . Selected  reports  of  seabirds  from  New  England,  May  2006. 


DATE: 

MAY  IB 

MAY  14 

MAVIS 

MAY  16 

MAY  17 

STATE: 

ME 

NH 

MA 

RI 

NH 

MA 

NH 

MA 

RI 

ME 

MA 

MA 

Species  / Location 

Cape  Cod 

AP 

Cape  Cod 

AP 

PI 

Cape  Cod 

PI 

unidentified  albatross 

KSN) 

Manx  Shearwater 

IS 

1(J) 

5(CB) 

5 

Unidentified  small 
black-and-  white  shearwater 

KCB) 

Wilson's  Storm-Petrel 

5 (P't) 

1 

2(CB) 

2 

Leach's  Storm-Petrel 

1 (P't) 

2 

KSN) 

9 

Northern  Gannet 

850  (CB) 

714 

28S0(CB) 

485 

Magnificent  Frigatebird 

1 ad.  female  (E) 

Red-necked  Phalarope 

1(R) 

261  (CB) 

1 

7(R) 

100  (SN) 

386 

10(C) 

63  (CB) 

6 (SC) 

75  (P't) 

Red  Phalarope 

KSC) 

74  (P't) 

2 

85  (CB);150(SN) 

1 

38  (CB) 

KBI) 

KSC) 

unidentified  phalarope 

21  (CB) 

23  (CB) 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

4 ads. 

3(CB);2(SN) 

1 ad. 

2 ads.  (CB) 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

16  (CB) 

Had 

30  (CB) 

1 ad. 

16  (CB) 

KBI) 

Long-tailed  Jaeger 

1(E);  l(CB) 

1 ad. 

unidentified  jaeger 

11  (CB) 

Sabine's  Gull 

1ad.(CB) 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

1(CB) 

22 

7(CB) 

8 

Arctic  Tern 

75  ads. 

320 

130  (CB) 

65 

lad.  (PI) 

Common/Arctic  Tern 

1200  (CB) 

Common  Murre 

1 

1 

KEY:  Locality  abbreviations  (observers  in  parentheses) 

AP-  Andrew's  Point,  Rockport  (C.  Caron,  RSH,  SM) 

81- Block  I.  (S.  Tsagarakis) 

C-  various  coastal  localities  (SM) 


CB-  Corporation  Beach,  Dennis  (BN,  P.  Flood,  6.  d'Entremont) 
E-  Eastham  (BN,  A.  Rudkin  et  al.) 

J-  Jamestown  (R.  Emerson) 

PI-  Plum  L,  Essex  (RSH,  T.  Wetmore) 

P't-  Provincetown  (BN) 


R-Rye(SM) 

SC-  southern  coast,  various  localities  (OL,  E.  Hess,  D.  Reimer) 
SN-  Sandy  Neck,  Barnstable  (G.  Hirth) 

Maximum  counts  in  boldface 


Stilt  and  Western  Sandpipers  follow  roughly  similar  spring  migration  routes,  which  take  them  in  a north-northwesterly 
direction  across  the  continent,  mostly  bypassing  New  England  altogether.  Hence,  these  two  species  are  very  unusual  in 
spring  in  New  England  and  even  more  rarely  photographed.  The  Stilt  Sandpiper  (left),  one  of  three  at  the  site,  was  in 
Weekapaug,  Rhode  Island  23  May  2006;  the  Western  Sandpiper  was  in  Charlestown,  Rhode  Island  30  April  2006. 
Photographs  by  Richard  Ferren  (Stilt)  and  Paul  L'Etoile  (Western). 


Eurasian  Wigeons  were  reported  from  Massa- 
chusetts, an  average  total.  A high  count  of 
225  Northern  Pintails  at  PI.  20  Mar  was  prob- 
ably comprised  mostly  of  winterers;  another 
noteworthy  pintail  count  of  175  came  from 
the  Dead  Creek  W.M.A.,  Addison,  VT  21  Mar 
(TGM).  Eurasian  Teal  reports  came  from 
Machias,  ME  (EJR  et  al.),  Connecticut  (2), 


and  Massachusetts.  A Eurasian  Teal  x Green- 
winged Teal  intergrade  was  described  from 
Tiverton,  RI,  while  a Mallard  x Northern 
Shoveler  hybrid  and  a Common  Goldeneye  x 
Hooded  Merganser  hybrid  were  both  in  East 
Machias  (ph.  EJR  et  al). 

Wintering  Redheads  persisted  into  spring: 
8 of  the  9 that  were  at  Scarborough,  ME  in 


Feb  remained  until  8 Mar,  and  one  was  at  Bid- 
deford,  ME  19  Mar-11  Apr.  In  Massachusetts, 
migrants  found  n.  of  traditional  winter  quar- 
ters included  14  in  Concord  and  10  in  Ran- 
dolph, and  reports  from  Vermont  included  8 
in  S.  Hero  7 Mar  and  10  in  Ferrisburgh  18 
Mar  (TGM).  The  only  Tufted  Duck  report  re- 
ferred to  2 (a  male  and  a female,  “behaving 
like  a pair”)  at  S.  Hero,  VT  7-21  Mar  (TGM  et 
al);  seen  on  this  same  stretch  of  L.  Cham- 
plain 21  Mar  were  roughly  1700  scaup,  the 
majority  of  which  were  Greater  Scaup  (TGM 
et  al).  Very  rare  on  L.  Champlain,  VT,  were  a 
male  King  Eider  at  South  Hero  5 Mar  (A. 
Strong,  TGM)  and  a male  Harlequin  Duck  in 
Charlotte  12  Mar  (TGM).  High  inland  counts 
of  migrant  seaducks  included  585  White- 
winged Scoters,  3 Surf  Scoters,  and  12  Long- 
tailed Ducks  on  the  Connecticut  Lakes,  Pitts- 
burg, NH  21  May,  and  among  these  flocks 
were  8 Common  Eiders  (MH),  the  largest 
number  ever  recorded  inland  in  the  Region. 
This  species  is  very  rare  anywhere  away  from 
the  coast — and  rarer  even  than  King  Eider  ex- 
cept on  L.  Champlain.  Also  at  the  Connecti- 
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{T  A Elation  surrounding  the  discovery  of  a White-tailed  Hawk  in  Hadley,  MA  22-24  Apr  (S.  Surner  et  al.)  was  tempered 
3 A by  examination  of  photographs,  which  showed  that  the  bird  had  damaged  remiges,  apparently  typical  of  damage 
often  sustained  by  captive  birds.  The  next  day,  25  Apr,  another  White-tailed  was  reported  from  the  Great  Swamp  H.W.R.,  NJ. 
Two  days  later,  27  Apr,  another  was  reported  at  the  Pilgrim  Heights  hawkwatch  in  Truro,  MA  (VL,  DM).  Could  a single  bird 
have  accounted  for  all  three  sightings  within  a mere  five-day  span?  This  seems  most  unlikely.  See  the  S.  A.  item  in  the  Hud- 
son-Delaware  Regional  report  for  more  discussion. 


This  apparent  Common  Goldeneye  x Hooded  Merganser  hybrid  was  present  in  East  Machias,  Maine  1-18  (here  11)  March 
2006.  Photographs  by  Barry  Southard  (single  bird)  and  E.  J.  Raynor  (flock). 


cut  Lakes  were  200  White-winged  Scoters 
and  500  unidentified  scoters  seen  migrating 
northward  late  in  the  day  on  24  May  (MH). 
Other  significant  seaduck  fallouts  included 
large  mixed  flocks  of  scoters  and  30  Long- 
tailed Ducks  in  Aroostook,  ME  18-19  May 
(BS),  and  lOO-i-  unidentified  scoters  in  Hud- 
son, Penobscot,  ME  30  Apr  (BD).  A minimum 
of  6 Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  at  S.  Hero  on  L. 
Champlain  7-21  Mar  included  5 together  21 
Mar  (TGM),  the  highest  count  in  the  Region. 

Two  reports  of  Pacific  Loon  at  Race  Point  in 
Provincetown,  MA  12  Mar  Q-  Hoye)  and  23 
Apr  (BN)  may  pertain  to  the  same  individual. 
Race  Point  is  currently  the  most  reliable  spot 
in  New  England  for  the  species.  A Pacific 
Loon  in  breeding  plumage  was  present  at  Bid- 
deford,  ME  23  May  (DL).  The  remarkable 
Eared  Grebe  that  spent  its  11th  winter  in 
Gloucester,  MA  remained  at  least  through  25 
Mar  (B.O.).  Like  most  other  freshwater  marsh 
species  in  the  Region,  Pied-billed  Grebe  is  in 
decline,  and  nesting  confirmation  is  increas- 
ingly rare.  A pair  that  included  an  ad.  sitting 
on  a nest  at  the  Great  Meadows  N.W.R.  in 
Concord,  MA  15  May  (DAS)  furnished  the 
most  recent  breeding  record.  Unfortunately, 
the  nest  and  any  clutch  it  might  have  con- 
tained became  a flood  casualty. 

The  two  most  unusual  seabirds  of  the  sea- 
son, whatever  they  were,  were  both  left 
unidentified  to  species.  An  albatross  made  a 
pass  off  Sandy  Neck  in  Barnstable,  MA  during 
the  Storm  14  May  (G.  Hirth),  and  the  next 
day,  a small  black-and-white  shearwater,  first 
thought  to  be  an  alcid,  flew  by  Corporation 
Beach  in  Dennis,  MA.  The  observer,  a sea- 
soned salt  with  over  40  years  of  seawatching 


under  the  belt,  felt  “pretty  certain”  that  it  was 
a Little  Shearwater  (BN),  but,  alas,  the  bird 
never  approached  close  enough  to  allow  him 
to  pull  the  proverbial  trigger  on  what  would 
have  been  the  Region’s  first  and  one  of  very 
few  anywhere  in  North  America.  Overall,  the 
total  numbers  of  seabirds  recorded  during  the 
Storm  paled  in  comparison  to  those  recorded 
during  the  storms  in  May  2005,  no  doubt  be- 
cause of  this  year’s  storm’s  earlier  occurrence, 
but  the  species  composition  and  geographical 
distribution  were  remarkably  similar.  As  was 
the  case  last  year,  Massachusetts  had  most  of 


the  records;  only  smatterings  of  pelagic 
species  (except  for  phalaropes;  see  S.A.  item) 
were  reported  from  neighboring  states. 

An  American  White  Pelican  put  in  a brief 
appearance  in  East  Machias,  ME  23  May  (vt. 
G.  Kraus,  fide  N.  Famous)  and  then  took  a 
tour  of  the  Maritime  provinces.  Three  reports 


of  Magnificent  Frigatebird  included  at  least  2 
different  individuals:  an  ad.  female  in  East- 
ham,  MA  17  May  (A.  Rudkin  et  al.),  and  it  (or 
another)  ad.  female  was  found  in  Casco  Bay, 
ME  20  May  (M.  Martinkovic,  J.  Lamb),  just 
40  minutes  before  an  ad.  male  was  reported  at 
Cape  Elizabeth,  ME  (C.  James).  Reports  of 
the  species  thus  spanned  the  length  of  the  At- 
lantic Seaboard  this  season. 

EGRETS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

A possible  Snowy  Egret  x Little  Egret  hybrid, 
probably  the  same  individual  that  was  found 
at  Nantucket  last  May,  reappeared  there  18 
May  and  remained  into  summer  (ph.  E.  Ray  et 
al.).  At  one  point,  it  was  seen  entering  a 
Snowy  Egret  colony.  A White  Ihis  made  a 
brief  showing  at  Chappaquiddick  1.  in  Edgar- 
town,  M.V  17  Mar  (D.  Carter),  and  another  or 
the  same  individual  was  found  in  Scituate, 
MA  1 Apr  (C.  Nims).  Black  Vultures  were 
found  in  all  six  New  England  states:  25-1-  in 
Massachusetts,  4 in  Rhode  Island,  2 in  Maine 
(n.  to  Bangor),  2 in  Vermont,  and  one  in  New 
Hampshire.  State  compilers  in  Connecticut, 
where  totals  now  probably  reach  triple  digits 
every  year,  no  longer  tally  the  reports. 

A Swallow-tailed  Kite  made  a typical  fleet- 
ing visit  to  Deep  River,  CT  28  Apr  Q-  Wilder); 
another  put  in  a brief  appearance  in  Wellfleet, 
MA  20  May  (Eric  Olsen  et  al).  On  29  May,  a 
Mississippi  Kite  flew  by  the  Pilgrim  Heights 
hawkwatch  in  N.  Truro,  MA  (D.  Manchester), 
a locality  that  has  become  known  as  the  most 
reliable  kite  site  n.  of  Cape  May,  NJ.  A late 
Rough-legged  Hawk  was  noted  in  Worcester, 
MA  7 May  (ML),  and  an  equally  late 
(especially  for  an  ad.)  Golden  Eagle 
passed  over  Mt.  Auburn  Cemetery, 
Cambridge,  MA  6 May  (LP  et  al.);  at 
least  5 were  reported  from  Maine 
(fideJD).  Four  Gyrfalcon  reports  in- 
cluded a gray  morph  in  S.  Hero,  VT 
7 Mar  (TGM)  and  single  dark  birds 
in  Nahant,  MA  10  & 15  Mar  (LP) 
and  at  PL  14  Mar  (B.  Secatore),  the 
latter  about  40  km  from  Nahant. 

CRANES  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

A total  of  at  least  16  Sandhill  Cranes 
included  4 in  Maine,  3 in  New 
Hampshire  (including  one  back  in 
Monroe  for  the  8th  consecutive 
spring;  fide  PH),  2 in  Connecticut, 
one  in  Massachusetts,  and  6 on  the  Massa- 
chusetts/Connecticut border.  Two  of  these  lat- 
ter birds,  both  ads.,  remained  together  in  New 
Marlboro,  MA  through  season  and  later  (S. 
Mullen).  With  Sandhills  now  nesting  annual- 
ly in  New  York  and  Maine,  will  this  be  the 
next  New  England  nesting  site?  A glance  at 


During  its  stay,  9-18  (here  18)  May  2006,  this  King  Rail  at  Concord, 
Massachusetts  was  forced  to  the  margins  of  the  marsh  by  floodwaters 
and  soon  became  habituated  to  the  presence  of  its  many  human 
admirers.  Photograph  by  Shawn  Carey. 
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this  rural  section  of  the  state  with  Google 
Earth  (an  excellent  new  tool  for  this  sort  of 
prognosticating)  reveals  ample  areas  of  rela- 
tively remote,  open,  seemingly  suitable  wet- 
land. 

An  above-average  spring  total  of  5 Ameri- 
can Golden-Plovers  included  2 in  Maine,  2 to- 
gether in  Rhode  Island,  and  one  rather  early 
at  Monomoy  N.W.R.,  Chatham,  MA  11-20 
Apr  (BH).  Also  somewhat  early  were  a Semi- 
palmated  Plover  in  Machias,  ME  17  Mar 
(BD),  a Least  Sandpiper  in  Sanford,  ME  1 Apr 
(DL),  and  an  Upland  Sandpiper  at  Monomoy 
10  Apr  (BH).  A remarkably  hardy  Marbled 


This  Golden-crowned  Sparrow  made  a one-day  stop 
at  a feeder  in  Sturbridge,  Massachusetts  26  April  2006. 
Photograph  by  Bruce  deGraff. 


Godwit  that  was  first  found  on  the  local 
C.B.C.  was  last  seen  at  Monomoy  8 Mar  (C. 
Longworth);  the  same  or  another  was  there 
16  Apr  (BH).  Both  an  American  Avocet  in  S. 
Kingston,  RI  20-24  May  (T.  McLeish)  and  a 
Black-necked  Stilt  in  Westport,  CT  13  May 
(EM)  may  have  been  dragged  up  the  coast  by 
the  Storm.  Another  Black-necked  Stilt  was  in 
East  Boston,  MA  1-8  Apr  (L.  Ferraresso  et  ah. 


This  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  in  Saco,  Maine  6-8  (here  6)  May 
2006  appeared  in  a habitat  that  produces  many  vagrants  in 
the  East:  a beach.  Photograph  by  Suzanne  Sanborn. 


ph.).  Stilt  Sandpiper  occurs  less  than  annual- 
ly in  the  Region  in  spring,  the  records  usually 
involving  one  or  2 individuals,  so  5 was  an 
above-average  count.  Singles  were  in  S. 
Thomaston,  ME  (M.  Libby)  and  Scarborough, 
ME  (ph.  EH),  both  30  May,  and  3 were  found 
together  in  Weekapaug,  Rl  23  May  (ph.  R. 
Ferren).  Like  Stilt  Sandpipers  and  Long-billed 
Dowitcbers,  Western  Sandpipers  moving 


Among  the  various  species  of  shorebirds  and  seabirds  (Table  2)  that  appeared  inland  during  the  Storm,  phalaropes 
occurred  in  the  greatest  numbers — many  more  than  during  last  year's  wreck — and  over  the  widest  area,  despite  j 

the  fact  that  last  year's  storms  were  more  intense.  The  farthest-  flung  phalaropes  were  in  central  Vermont;  thus  the  lack  of  [ 

reports  from  1.  Champlain  was  surprising.  Below  is  a summary  of  the  inland  phalaropes  by  state.  I 

Vermont 

One  Red  and  one  Red-necked  on  an  oxbow  of  the  Conn.  R.  in  Newbury,  Orange  14-16  May  (J.  McQueen);  3 Red  at  Kent  Pond, 

Killington,  Rutland  ]&-20  May  (ph.  R.  Renfrew).  According  to  the  latter  report,  a "local  birder"  reported  seeing  18  "during  the  ^ 

previous  week." 

New  Hampshire  | 

Up  to  1 1 Red-necked  at  Pondicherry  N.W.R.  in  Jefferson  12-15  May  (D.  Govatski);  17  Red-necked  in  nearby  Whitefield  14  May  J 

(C.  & L Vendt);  one  Red-necked  in  Laconia  13  May  (fide  M.  Suomala);  3 Red  in  Concord  14  May  (R.  Woodward);  one  Red  and  |; 

one  Red-necked  in  Dorchester  14  May  (P.  Benham);  one  Red  in  Bow  14  May  (I.  Macleod);  one  Red  in  Gilford  15  May  (D.  i 

Austin);  and  2 Red  and  2 Red-necked  on  L.  Winnipesaukee,  Gilford  15  May  (A.  LaVin)  i 

Maine 

Two  Red  in  Monmouth,  Kennebec  1 3 May  (S.  DeOrsey).  ' 

Massachusetts 

Seven  Red  in  Concord  1 2 May  (S.  Jaffe  et  al.);  1 1 Red  at  the  Wachusett  Res.,  Boylston/Sterling  ffP);  one  Red-necked  in  Bolton 
13  May  (S.  Sutton);  4 Red  and  8 Red-necked  in  Brookline  14  May  (RM);  3 Red-necked  in  Haverill  (on  the  Merrimac  R.,  roughly 
16  km  from  the  mouth)  14  May  (D.  Larson);  70  Red-necked  in  Haverill  14-16  May  (RSH  et  al.);  one  Red  in  Bolton  15  May  (TP). 

Connecticut 

The  only  phalaropes  reported  from  Connecticut  were  inland:  one  Red  (first  state  record  in  15  years)  in  Hamden  13  May  (F. 

McBride),  one  Red  in  Canton  16  May  0-  Meyers),  and  one  Red  and  one  Red-necked  in  Killingly  16 
May  (MS). 

Table  2.  Selected  records  of  shorebirds  and  seabirds,  other  than  phalaropes, 
recorded  at  inland  locations  in  New  England  13-16  May  2006. 


KEY:  Locality  abbreviations  (observers  in  parentheses) 

BF-  Bolton  Flats,  Bolton,  MA  (S.  Sutton,  ML)) 

CHR-  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  Brookline,  MA  (RM) 

CR-  Cambridge  Res.,  Waltham,  MA  (JH) 

GM-  Great  Meadows  NWR,  Concord,  MA  (RM) 

H-  Haverill,  MA  on  Merrimac  R.  ~10  miles  from  mouth  (D.  Larson) 
HP-  Heard's  Pond,  Wayland,  MA  (JH) 

NAC-  Nine-Acre-Corner,  Concord,  MA  (TP,  SP) 

P-  Pondicherry  NWR,  Jefferson,  NH  (D.  Govatski) 

Q-  Quabbin  Reservoir  in  central  MA  (ML) 

WR-  Wachusett  Reservoir,  Boylston/Sterling,  MA  (TP  et  al.) 


DATE 

May  13 

May  14 

May  15 

May  16 

Species  / Number  and  Location 

Black-bellied  Plover 

5(WR);7(NAC) 

KBF) 

Semipalmated  Plover 

2(WR) 

2(BF) 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

19  (NAC) 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

8(BF) 

Least  Sandpiper 

30  (NAC) 

Dunlin 

2(BF) 

Laughing  Gull 

2 (NAC) 

1 ad.  (NAC) 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

40(H) 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

3 (CHR) 

Caspian  Tern 

1(Q);2(WR) 

2(WR) 

2(GM) 

Arctic  Tern 

KCR) 

1(P) 

5(H);  3 (HP) 
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This  adult  male  and  juvenile  Red  Crossbill  in  Montague, 
Massachusetts  26  May  2006,  members  of  a group  ef  two  aduits 
anil  at  least  nine  juveniles,  provided  strong  circumstantial 
evidence  of  local  breeding.  Phstograph  by  James  Smith. 

northbound  along  the  East  Coast  in  spring 
typically  turn  inland  toward  their  Canadian 
breeding  grounds  well  before  they  reach  New 
England  and  hence  are  also  less  than  annual- 
ly reported  in  the  Region  in  spring.  One  in 
Charlestown,  RI  30  Apr  was  beautifully  pho- 
tographed (ph.  E EEtoile). 

No  Ruff  was  reported  in  Newburyport,  MA 
this  year;  a Reeve  in  S.  Kingston,  RI  12  Apr 
(D.  Finizia)  was  the  only  one  reported  in  the 
Region.  A Curlew  Sandpiper  brightened  the 
beach  at  Monomoy  27-30  May  (BH).  Four  re- 
ports of  Wilson’s  Phalarope  from  s.  Maine  cul- 
minated with  a m.ale  and  2 females  in  Scar- 
borough 31  May  (ph.  EH);  a few  isolated 
breeding  pairs  nest  each  year  in  the  ecologi- 
cally similar  marshes  at  El. 

As  in  May  2005,  easterly  winds  brought 
Long-tailed  Jaeger,  Sabine’s  Gull,  and  Arctic 
Tern  to  the  coast  (Table  1),  species  that  typi- 
cally pass  far  offshore  during  spring  migra- 
tion. A second-summer  Franklin’s  Gull  was 
in  Newburyport  Harbor,  MA  23  May  (RRV). 
Fifteen  Black-headed  Gulls  (8  in  Massachu- 
setts, 7 in  Connecticut)  represented  an  above- 
average  total  by  recent  standards.  Migrant 
Caspian  Terns  made  a very  strong  showing.  A 
minimum  of  31  (a  few  of  which  are  cited  in 
Table  2)  included  14  in  Massachusetts,  12  in 
Rhode  Island,  4 in  Vermont,  and  one  in 
Maine.  The  bird  in  Maine,  at  Machias  16  Apr 
(EJR),  was  also  the  earliest.  Twenty-five 
Dovekies  and  12  Common  Murres  in  Rhode 
Island  waters  between  Cox’s  Ledge  and  Block 
I.  Sound  11  Mar  (fide  RF)  represented  high 
seasonal  counts  for  those  species,  though 
Common  Murre  numbers,  especially  in  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Rhode  Island,  have  increased 
dramatically  in  recent  years. 

CUCKOOS  THiOUGHWAiBLEiS 

A Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  in  Orono,  ME  22  Apr 
(S.  Smith)  was  somewhat  early,  as  was  one  at 
Nantucket,  MA  25  Apr  (ER).  One  of  several 
wintering  Snowy  Owls  at  EL  remained  at  least 


through  14  May  (B.O.).  Selasphoms 
hummingbirds  were  reported 
twice;  one  that  first  appeared  at  a 
feeder  in  W.  Warwick,  RI  20  Nov 
2005  survived  the  winter  and  was 
last  seen  20  Apr  (C.  Simas  et  al., 
ph.  G.  Dennis);  an  ad.  male  Se- 
laphoms  in  Orange,  MA  22-27  Apr 
(A.  & D.  McLeod  et  al,  ph.  R. 
Scherer)  was  not  identified  to 
species.  Two  reports  of  early 
Myiarchus  flycatchers  included  one 
in  Falmouth,  MA  2 Apr  (ML)  and 
Portland,  ME  7 Apr  (/ideJD),  the 
latter  undetailed  but  reported  as  a 
Great  Crested.  Two  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatchers  graced  the  Region,  one  in  Booth- 
bay,  ME  24  Apr  (N.  Either)  and  the  other  at 


Block  I.,  RI  11  May  (S.  Comings).  A Fork- 
tailed Flycatcher  in  Saco,  ME  6-8  May  stayed 
long  enough  to  be  photographed  (R.  Lambert, 
ph.  S.  Sanborn). 

Two  Fish  Crows  in  Bangor,  ME  14  Apr  (S. 
Smith)  were  well  n.  of  the  species’  usual  state 
outposts  along  the  s.  coast,  and  several  re- 
turned again  to  Burlington,  VT,  where  the 
northernmost  nesters  have  been  recorded 
since  1998.  Early  Barn  Swallows  were  wide- 
spread. The  first  was  in  Essex,  CT  16  Mar  (]. 
Restive),  3 were  in  Falmouth,  MA  25  Mar  (E 
Morlock),  2 more  followed  in  Truro,  MA  31 
Mar  (DM),  and  another  2,  also  31  Mar,  made 
it  to  F.almouth,  ME  (L.  Seitz).  Three  of  4 Bo- 
real Chickadees  that  reached  Massachusetts 
as  part  of  the  winter  incursion  stayed  in 
spring,  with  their  latest  dates  being  4 Mar  in 
Plympton,  24  Mar  in  Rowley,  26  Mar  in  Or- 
ange, and  10  Apr  in  N.  Brookfield.  A count  of 
50+  migrating  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  in 
Truro,  MA  5 May  (DM)  was  noteworthy  for  a 
non-irruption  year,  and  a big  push  of  kinglets 
at  P.l.  11  Apr  included  192  Golden-crowneds 
and  17  Ruby-crowneds  (RSH). 

Northern  Wheatear  is  much  rarer  in  the 
Region  in  spring  than  in  fall,  so  the  presence 
of  2 two  days  apart  was  especially  exciting. 
The  first  was  doubly  unusual,  being  well  in- 


land in  W.  Greenwich,  RI  28  May  (D.  Coop- 
er), and  the  other  was  at  Nantucket  30-31 
May  (ph.  ER  et  ah).  A wintering  Varied 
Thrush  in  Edgartown,  MA  remained  at  a feed- 
er until  14  Apr  (E  Spencer  et  al),  and  anoth- 
er appeared  at  a feeder  in  New  Hartford,  CT  1 
Mar-1  Apr  (P.  Anderhegger). 

The  stormy  weather  that  prevailed  for 
much  of  May  made  for  extremely  poor  passer- 
ine migration  that  month,  as  was  true  over  e. 
Canada  as  well.  One  window  opened  during 
warm,  clear  weather  on  5 May,  which  saw  a 
heavy  flight  of  Yellow-rumped  Warblers.  The 
jackpot  came  in  Hingham,  MA  where  ob- 
servers were  overwhelmed  by  the  task  of  try- 
ing to  estimate  the  numbers  but  figured  mini- 
mally 1000  Yellow-rumped,  with  the  actual  to- 
tal possibly  being  two  or  three  times  that 


number  (H.  Cross,  P.  Fitzgerald  et  al.);  15 
Blue-winged  and  75  Black-and-white  War- 
blers were  there  as  well,  also  top  Regional 
counts  this  season.  Mt.  Auburn  Cemetery  in 
Cambridge,  MA  was  relatively  quiet  that  day 
(e.g.,  40  Yellow-rumpeds),  but  a few  other 
sites  produced  fairly  high  counts:  100  Yellow- 
rumpeds  at  Block  I.,  RI  (fide  RF);  10 


This  male  Northern  Wheatear  at  Nantucket,  Massachusetts  JO- 
SI  (here  30)  May  2006  was  a very  rare  find  anywhere  south  of 
Canada  in  spring.  Another  wheatear  in  interior  Rhode  Island 
was  more  remarkable  still.  Photograph  by  Edie  Ray. 

Nashvilles,  16  Northern  Parulas,  13  Black- 
throated  Greens,  60  Yellow-rumpeds,  and  31 
Black-and-whites  at  Cape  Ann,  Essex,  MA 
(RSH);  14  Northern  Parulas,  80  Yellow- 
rumpeds,  20  Black-throated  Greens,  and  22 
Black-and-white  Warblers  at  P.l.  (B.  O.);  and 


This  possible  Snowy  Egret  x Little  Egret  hybrid,  possessing  characteristics  of  both  Snowy  (short,  bushy  nape  plumes)  and 
Little  Egret  (two,  long  nape  plumes),  was  present  at  Nantucket  21  May  2006  (here)  through  most  of  the  summer.  A similar 
bird,  almost  certainly  this  individual,  visited  the  same  marshes  in  spring  2005.  Photographs  by  Edie  Ray. 
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This  adult  male  Selasphorus  hummingbird  in  Orange,  Massachusetts  22-27  (here 
26)  April  2006  was  either  a fairly  typical  Allen's  or  a very  green-backed  Rufous. 
Photograph  by  Rachael  Scherer. 


14  Northern  Parulas,  8 Black-throated  Blues, 
75  Yellow-rumpeds  (245  there  6 May),  21 
Black-throated  Greens,  and  23  Black-and- 
whites  in  Medford,  MA  (MR).  Judging  by  the 
lack  of  reports  elsewhere  within  the  Region — 
with  the  exception  of  Block  1.  and  the  mention 
of  15  species  of  warblers  in  Portland,  ME — it 
appears  that  the  5 May  fallout  was  restricted 
almost  entirely  to  points  on  or  fairly  close  to 
the  Massachusetts  coast.  A big  wave  of  Palm 
Warblers  27  Apr  included  a ver)'  high  count  of 
125  at  PL  (S.  Grinley),  but  this  event  was  ap- 
parently also  highly  localized:  other  maxima 
on  or  about  27  Apr  included  28  in  Ipswich, 
MA  the  day  after  and  30  in  Medford,  MA  the 
day  before.  American  Redstarts  came  in  with  a 
bang  24  May,  when  100-r  were  tallied  at  PI.  (S. 
Miller).  The  discovery  of  a pair  of  Louisiana 
Waterthrushes  feeding  young  in  Hallowell, 
Kennebec,  ME  26  May  represented  a breeding 
range  extension  of  roughly  30  km  to  the 
northeast  0-  Wells).  Northernmost  among  the 
“southern”  warblers  was  a Hooded  at  Mon- 
hegan  1.,  Lincoln,  ME  30  May  (B.  Boynton). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A male  Scarlet  Tanager  in  Edgartown,  MA  20 
Mar  shattered  the  previous  arrival  record  in 
Massachusetts  (8  Apr  1958)  by  nearly  three 
weeks!  The  total  of  7 Summer  Tanagers  in 
Maine  exceeded  the  Massachusetts  total  by 
one.  Most  noteworthy  among  those  in  the  Bay 
State  were  2 far  inland  that  visited  the  same 
feeder  in  Sheffield  10-17  May  in  the  south- 
westernmost  corner  of  the  state  (ph.  B.  Eried- 
man).  One  of  the  3 Western  Tanagers  that 
spent  parts  of  the  winter  in  Maine  remained 
in  Mathias  until  9 Mar  (EJR).  Six  Clay-col- 
ored Sparrows  included  4 in  Maine,  one  in 


Rhode  L,  and  one  in  Massa- 
chusetts. A well-described  Lin- 
coln’s Sparrow  in  Berlin,  MA 
14  Apr  (SS)  was  very  early. 
What  in  the  world  was  an  ad. 
male  Lark  Bunting  doing  in  a 
Bangor,  ME  spruce  bog  28  May 
(J.  Markowsky  et  al.)?  This 
species  is  not  annual  in  the  Re- 
gion, and  when  it  does  occur, 
it  almost  always  appears  in  fall 
near  the  coast.  This  carefully 
studied  and  well-described 
bird  was  singing  and  even  re- 
sponded to  a tape  by  teeing  up 
on  a spruce  less  than  20  feet 
from  four  amazed  bird-a-thon- 
ers.  A Seaside  Sparrow  was 
gently  pushing  the  geographic 
envelope  in  Yarmouth,  Cuin- 
berhnul,  ME  7-10  Apr  (vt.  DL). 
A Golden-crowned  Sparrow 
made  a far-too-brief  visit  to  a feeder  in  Stur- 
bridge,  MA  26  Apr  (B.  Courmier  et  ak,  ph.  B. 
deGraff),  but,  luckily,  at  least  two  photogra- 
phers secured  excellent  digital  images.  Each 
spring,  so-called  “overshooting”  Blue  Gros- 
beaks reach  Maine,  where  they  are  found 
most  consistently  at  Monhegan  Island.  One 
was  there  this  season  “some  time  during  the 


One  of  three  Selasphorus  hummingbirds  present  in  Rhode 
Island  in  autumn  2006  survived  the  winter  in  West  Warwick 
and  remained  at  least  through  20  April  (here  5 March) 
2006.  Photograph  by  Geoff  Dennis. 

period  27-29  May”  (K.  Lindquist  et  ah). 
While  single  Indigo  Buntings  in  Westport, 
MA  8 Apr  (W.  & M.  Bender)  and  Shutesbury 
MA  15  Apr  (K.  Weir)  were  decidedly  early, 
they  were  trumped  by  2 even  earlier  individ- 
uals, one  in  Old  Lyme,  CT  24-30  Mar  (ph.  D. 
Johnson)  and  another  at  Rl.  28  Mar  (RSH). 
Dickcissels  numbered  2 in  Maine,  2 in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  one  in  New  Hampshire. 

The  Regional  total  of  5 Yellow-headed 


Blackbirds  was  well  above  average  for  spring: 
a male  in  Somers,  CT  8 Mar  (J.  Collins);  a fe- 
male in  W,  Bridgewater  12  Mar-19  Apr  (R. 
Finch  et  ak);  an  ad.  male  at  Quabbin  1 Apr 
(ML);  a female  in  Windsor,  CT  28  Apr-2  May 
0-  Wojtanowski);  and  an  imm.  male  in 
Chatham,  MA  (R  Bailey  et  ak).  Up  to  9 Red 
Crossbills  in  the  pine  barrens  of  Rlymouth, 
MA  15  Apr-21  May  (J.  Trimble,  E.  Nielsen) 


Among  many  phalaropes  that  appeared  in  inland  New  Eng- 
land during  and  immediately  after  a series  of  coastal 
storms  in  May  2006,  those  found  farthest  from  the  sea  were 
in  central  Vermont  at  Killington,  where  three  Reds  spent 
18-20  (here  19)  May.  Photograph  by  Peter  Manship. 

raised  suspicions  of  nesting,  but  an  ad.  pair  of 
Red  Crossbills  with  approximately  9 juvs.  in 
Montague,  MA  26  May  (ph.  J.  Smith  et  al.)  left 
little  doubt  that  the  species  bred  somewhere 
locally.  Likewise,  the  discovery  of  an  ad.  fe- 
male White-winged  Crossbill  with  5 juvs.  in 
Windsor,  MA  13  May  (R  Steinman)  provided 
circumstantial  evidence  of  the  2nd  state  breed- 
ing record.  One  or  2 lone  female  White- 
wingeds  visited  the  same  feeder  in  E.  Rrovi- 
dence,  Rl  13-14  Apr  and  again  on  5-6  May  0- 
Sullivan).  Two  European  Goldfinches  bright- 
ened feeders  in  Maine  and  Massachusetts:  one 
or  2 on  Nantucket  16  Apr  and  15  May  (ph.  R 
& J.  Goodwin)  and  one  at  East  Blue  Hill,  Hari- 
cock,  ME  in  “late  Apr”  (L.  Gierasch). 

Subregional  editors  (boldface),  contributors 
(italics),  and  observers:  J.  Berry,  Bird  Obseiy- 
er,].  Despres  (ME),  B.  Duschesne,  R.  Farrell 
(Rl),  M.  Harvey  G.  Hanisek  (CT),  B.  Harris, 

R.  S.  Heil,  E.  Hess,  J.  Hines,  D.  Hoag,  P.  Hunt, 

S.  Kellogg  (w.  MA),  V.  Laux,  D.  Lovitch,  T. 
Lloyd-Evans,  M.  Lynch,  D.  Mancester,  E Man- 
lik,  R.  Merrill,  S.  Mirick,  T.  G.  Murin,  B.  Niku- 
la,  S.  Rerkins,  T.  Rirro,  L.  Rivacek,  E.  Ray,  E.  J. 
Raynor,  M.  Rines  (MA),  M.  Szantyr,  B.  Shee- 
han, D.  A.  Sibley,  R.  H.  Stymeist  (MA),  S.  Sut- 
ton, J.  Trimble  (MA),  W.  Townsend  (ME),  R. 
R.  Veit.  (© 


Simon  Perkins,  Massachusetts  Audubon,  208  South 
Great  Road,  Lincoln,  Massachusetts  01773, 
(sperkins@massaudubon.org) 
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Spring  2006  was  generally  warm  and  dry, 
though  March  in  Delaware  was  colder 
than  normal.  Weather  conducive  to 
northward  migration  occurred  in  early  April, 
on  23-24  April,  4-5  May,  and  24-28  May, 
which  were  also  the  peak  dates  for  landbird 
migration.  The  middle  tv/o  weeks  of  May  were 
dominated  by  easterly  or  northeasterly  winds 
across  the  entire  Region,  and  little  evidence  of 
migration  was  reported.  .Numbers  of  shore- 
birds  were  universally  reported  as  low,  and 
more  than  one  Long  Island  observer  reported 
the  “worst  landbird  migration  in  memory.” 
These  negative  comments  pertained  to  abun- 
dance rather  than  diversity,  though,  and  many 
reported  long  lists  of  species  by  relatively  ear- 
ly on  in  the  spring.  Numbers  of  southern 
species  continue  to  push  northward- — -the 
New  York  City  area  tied  its  high  total  of  Sum- 
mer Tanagers  this  spring,  for  example — and 
many  species  set  records  for  early  arrival. 

Abbreviations:  Batavia  (Batavia  W.T.E,  Gene- 
see, NY);  Braddock  Bay  (near  Rochester,  NY); 
Brigantine  (Unit  of  Forsythe  N.W.R.,  NJ); 
Bombay  Hook  (Bombay  Hook  N.W.R.,  DE); 
Captree  (Captree  S.E,  Long  L,  NY);  Chazy 
(Chazy  R.,  Clinton,  NY);  Derby  Hill  (Derby 
Hill  Hawkwatch,  Oswego  NY);  Hamburg 
(Hamburg  Hawkwatch,  near  Buffalo,  NY); 
Hamlin  Beach  (Hamlin  Beach  S.P.,  near 
Rochester,  NY);  Iroquois  (Iroquois  N.W.R., 
Genesee/Orleans,  NY)  Jamaica  Bay 
Bay  Wildlife  Refuge,  Gateway  N.R,  New  York 
City);  Jones  Beach  (Jones  Beach  S.E,  Long  I., 
NY);  Moriches  (Moriches  Bay  and  Inlet,  Long 
I.,  NY);  Little  Creek  (Little  Creek  W.M.A., 
DE);  Mannington  (Mannington  Marsh, 
Salem,  NJ);  Montauk  (Montauk  Pt.,  Long  I., 
NY);  Palmyra  Cove  (Burlington,  NJ);  Pike’s 
Beach  (Moriches  Bay,  Suffolk,  Long  L,  NY), 
Prime  Hook  (Prime  Hook  N.W.R.,  Sussex, 
DE);  Riis  Qacob  Riis  Park,  Queens,  New  York 


City);  Ripley  (Ripley  Hawkwatch,  Chau- 
tauqua, NY);  Sagaponack  (Sagaponack  Pond, 
Bridgehampton,  Long  I.,  NY);  Sandy  Hook 
(Sandy  Hook  Unit,  Gateway  National  Recre- 
ation Area,  NJ);  Shinnecock  (Shinnecock  Bay 
and  Inlet,  Long  I.,  NY);  Ted  Harvey  (Ted  Har- 
vey Conservation  Area/Logan  Lane  Tract, 
Kent,  DE). 

WATiiFOWL  THROUGH  PELICANS 

Three  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  appeared  at 
Jamaica  Bay  28  May  (John  O’Connor,  Jr.,  John 
O’Connor,  Sr.)  and  remained  into  Jun.  Three 
Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were  seen  in 
Yates,  Orleans,  NY  2 Apr  (WD’A,  BP);  4 other 
single  birds  were  seen  in  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  in  Mar.  Counts  of  Snow  Geese  were 
smaller  than  in  recent  years;  but  a good  Re- 
gional total  of  12  Ross’  Geese  included  6 near 
Lewes,  DE  28  Mar  (CDC)  and  3 in  Salem,  NJ 
18  Mar  (FW  et  al).  A Regional  total  of  13 
Cackling  Geese,  fewer  than  in  recent  years, 
included  a group  of  6 at  Iroquois  19  Mar  (PY, 
JP).  Some  20,000  Brant  were  counted  at  Ja- 
maica Bay  5 May  (PL,  SM),  and  290  were 
along  the  shore  of  L.  Ontario  22  May  (BPu). 
There  were  at  least  3 Black  Brant  (2  ads.,  one 


This  Lcmg-ijilled  Dowitcher  at  Yates,  New  York  29  April  2006 
furnished  the  first  spring  record  of  the  species  for  the  Niag- 
ara Frontier  region.  Photograph  by  Willie  O'Ama. 

first- winter)  in  the  Staten  I.,  NY/South  Am- 
boy, NJ  area  in  Mar;  one  of  the  ads.  was  pale 
and  resembled  a Gray-bellied  Brant  (SMu, 
RRV,  SB  et  al).  Another  Black  Brant  was  at 
Ocean  View,  DE  26  Mar  (Manny  Barreta). 
There  were  2 Barnacle  Geese:  one  that  win- 
tered until  6 Mar  at  Eisenhower  Park,  Nassau, 
Long  I.,  NY  (m.ob.),  the  other  at  the  Great 
Swamp  Conservancy,  Madison,  NY  9-10  Apr 
(BB,  Doug  Linstruth).  The  w.  European  pop- 
ulations of  Barnacle  Geese  have  increased 
very  substantially  (as  much  as  3400%  in  the 
Netherlands  between  1990-2000;  see  Birdlife 
International.  2004.  Birds  in  Europe:  Popula- 
tion estimates,  trends  and  consecration  status), 
and  it  seems  overdue  that  we  consider  most 
Barnacle  Geese  in  the  East  to  be  wild  va- 
grants. A Trumpeter  Swan  wintering  through 
11  Mar  at  Selkirk  Shores  S.P.,  Oswego,  NY 
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probably  derived  from  the  introduced  popula- 
tion near  Montezuma  N.W.R.  Tundra  Swan 
numbers  were  low,  most  counts  being  in  the 
200-range,  with  the  exception  of  720  at  Ham- 
lin Beach  23  Mar  (DT). 

Numbers  of  most  common  waterfowl  were 
described  as  low  this  spring;  but  a total  of  16 
Eurasian  Wigeons  was  fairly  high  (cf.  22  in 
2004),  and  3 Eurasian  Teal  were  found,  plus 
Eurasian  Teal  x Green-winged  Teal  inter- 
grades at  Tobay,  Suffolk,  Long  L,  NY  25  Mar 
(PL,  SM)  and  at  Thousand  Island  Marsh,  DE 
15  Apr  (Steve  Kacir).  Common  Eiders  ex- 
tended southward  in  some  numbers:  5000 
were  counted  at  the  jetties  at  the  entrance  to 
L.  Montauk  17  Mar  (SB,  RJ).  The  reliable 
Barnegat  Harlequin  Duck  flock  numbered  40 
on  6 Mar;  a male  at  Buckhorn  Island  S.E,  Erie, 
NY  25  May  was  a record  late  date  for  upstate. 
The  single  female  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  that 
wintered  yet  again  in  the  vicinity  of  Sandy 
Hook,  NJ  (m.ob.)  was  last  seen  11  Mar  (LM, 
SB).  Several  Northern  Bobwhites  on  e.  Long  1. 
were,  predictably,  the  only  ones  reported  in 
New  York. 

Seven  hundred  Red-throated  Loons  were 
counted  in  Delaware  Bay  24  Mar  (MO’B),  and 
a fallout  of  Common  Loons  was  noted  in  New 
Jersey  23-25  Apr,  when  150  were  on  Spruce 
Run  Res.,  Hunterdon  (John  DeMarrais)  and  90 
on  Culver’s  L.,  Sussex.  A Pacific  Loon  that 
wintered  on  Cayuga  L.,  Seneca,  NY  remained 
until  5 Mar  (m.ob.).  Three  hundred  Horned 
Grebes  were  found  L.  Ontario  in  the 
Rochester  area  24  Mar,  along  with  1088  Red- 
necked Grebes  (RSp,  DD).  Single  Eared 
Grebes  were  at  Dewey  Beach,  Sussex,  DE  5-12 
Mar  (AG)  and  Braddock  Bay  20  Mar  (DT)  and 
at  Batavia  in  mid- Apr  (fide  MM).  A Western 
Grebe  was  at  Reed’s  Beach,  Cape  May,  NJ  6-13 
May  (E  Brown,  E.  Masterson,  m.ob.),  a first 
for  the  famed  World  Series  of  Birding;  possi- 
bly the  same  bird  was  found  at  Battery  Park, 
New  Castle,  DE  28-31  May  Francis, 
m.ob.),  representing  a first  state  record  (pre- 
vious reports  are  listed  as  Clark’sAVestern). 

A Northern  Fulmar  was  picked  up  freshly 
dead  on  Shelter  I.,  Long  i.  15  May  (NH). 
American  White  Pelicans  continue  to  in- 
crease: a record  9 were  seen  flying  by  Mani- 
tou,  Braddock  Bay  21  May  (C.  Betrus  et  al), 
and  perhaps  the  same  9 were  at  Montezuma 
24-29  May.  Four  were  at  Dunkirk  Harbor, 
Chautauqua,  NY  13-15  Apr  (D.  Miga,  DN), 
and  3 were  at  Sandy  Hook  29  Apr  (Ethan 
Huner).  Three  Anhingas  were  reported  over 
Stokes  S.E,  Sussex,  NJ  28  May  (SK).  Two  Mag- 
nificent Frigatebirds  were  seen  in  Newjersey, 
both  on  18  May:  one  imm.  at  Cape  May  (Bri- 
an McAllister,  m.ob.)  and  an  ad.  male  at 
Sandy  Hook  (].  McArthur-Heuser). 
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HERONS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

A Regional  total  of  13  Least  Bitterns  was  re- 
ported. A tally  of  herons  entering  the  breed- 
ing colony  on  Pea  Patch  I.  on  the  Delaware  R. 
26  Apr  ijide  AEH)  was  informative:  46  Great 
Blue  Herons,  80  Great  and  26  Snowy  Egrets, 
44  Little  Blue  Herons,  296  Cattle  Egrets,  194 
Black-crowned  Night-Herons,  and  242  Glossy 
Ibis.  This  is  the  Regional  stronghold  of  Cattle 
Egrets;  the  continued  increase  of  Great  Egret 
and  the  decline  of  Snowy  are  trends  to  moni- 
tor. Other  significant  records  of  herons  in- 
clude 43  Great  Egrets  at  Tonawanda,  Erie,  NY 
14  May  (WW);  a Snowy  Egret  at  Derby  Hill 
11  May  (JvanD),  plus  2 in  the  Rochester,  NY 
area  23-29  May;  Little  Blue  Herons  at  Brad- 
dock  Bay  10  May  (DT)  and  Montezuma  4-5 
May;  and  a Tricolored  Heron  at  Buckhorn  Is- 
land S.R,  Erie,  NY  12-31  May  (Bruce  Chilton, 
m.ob.).  White-faced  Ibis  continues  its  in- 
roads into  the  Region:  singles  were  found  at 
McNamara  W.M.A.,  Tuckahoe,  Ocean,  NJ  17- 
18  Apr  QD.  Prime  Hook  16-18  Apr 
(BGP  MVB),  Jamaica  Bay  27-29  Apr  (SSi), 
and  Island  Beach  S.R  17  May  (GW);  2 stayed 
at  Beaver  Swamp  W.M.A.,  Cape  May,  NJ 
through  May  (Tom  Reed,  m.ob.);  and  up  to  6 
graced  Cape  May  Courthouse,  Cape  May  12 
May+  (PEL,  m.ob.). 

Somewhat  extralimital  Black  Vultures  in- 
cluded 6-7  on  Staten  1.  and  Long  1.  4 Apr-6 
May,  one  at  the  Hamburg  Hawkwatch  6 Apr, 
and  one  at  Braddock  Bay  8 May.  A total  of  8 
Mississippi  Kites  included  at  least  3 at  Cape 
May  12  May+  (PEL,  m.ob.),  4 at  Sandy  Hook 
25  Apr-24  May  (CB,  TB,  ME,  AB),  and  one  at 
Garret  Mt.,  Passaic,  NJ  25  Apr  (Bruce 
McWhorter).  Hawk  migration  was  not  excep- 
tional this  spring,  aside  from  record-high 
numbers  of  Turkey  Vulture;  numbers  of  Bald 
Eagle  were  also  above  average.  A comprehen- 
sive and  easily  accessed  source  of  hawk  mi- 
gration data  can  be  found  online  at 
<http//:www.hmana.org>.  This  spring,  major 
raptor/vulture  flights  occurred  31  Mar  and 
20-24  Apr.  Highlights  included  1703  Turkey 
Vultures  at  Derby  Hill,  plus  1676  at  Hamburg 
and  3119  at  Braddock  Bay,  all  31  Mar;  244 


This  Northern  Hawk  Owl  wintered  at  Yates,  New  York, 
where  it  remained  into  March  (here  15  January  2006). 
Photograph  by  Willie  D'Anna. 


Sharp-shinned  Hawks  and  1190  Turkey  Vul- 
tures at  Derby  Hill  3 Apr;  2305  Broad-winged 
and  609  Red-tailed  Hawks  at  Derby  Hill  21 
Apr;  769  Broad-wingeds  at  Hamburg  20  Apr; 
1859  Broad-wingeds,  200  Turkey  Vultures, 
and  62  Sharp-shinneds  at  Ripley  23  Apr;  and 
3484  Broad-wingeds  at  Derby  Hill  24  Apr. 
The  seasons  only  Swainson’s  Hawk  was  one  at 
Derby  Hill  24  Apr.  The  most  southerly  Gold- 
en Eagles  were  one  at  Brigantine  3 Mar  {fide 
Pat  Sutton),  one  over  the  Garden  State  Park- 
way 5 Mar  (Marleen  Murgatroyde),  and  one 
at  Prime  Hook  17  Mar  (Liz  Dumont). 

RAILS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

A Yellow  Rail  was  flushed  from  South  Cape 
May  Meadows  by  a mowing  tractor  20  Mar 
(fide  PEL);  another  was  found  dead  near 
Prime  Hook  25  Mar  (Ed  Sigda,  BJP).  Black 
Rails  were  heard  calling  at  Broadkill  Beach 
near  Prime  Hook,  DE  on  the  nights  of  4-6 
May  (BGP,  AG,  APE)  and  at  Jakes  Landing, 
Cape  May,  NJ  12-13  May  (PEL).  About  12 
King  Rails  were  found  at  four  sites  in 
Delaware,  including  the  first  one  at  Bombay 
Hook  in  15  years  (APE).  This  is  certainly  a lo- 
cal increase,  and  the  following  additional 


records  suggest  that  King  Rails  may  be  in- 
creasing elsewhere:  singles  at  Mannington,  NJ 

I Apr  (EL),  Dividing  Creek,  NJ  3 May  (LZ), 
Tobay,  Suffolk,  Long  1.  16  Apr-5  May  (Dave 
Klauber,  m.ob.),  and  Allendale  Celery  Farm, 
Bergen,  NJ  4-10  May  (fide  L.  Larson).  Sandhill 
Cranes  nested  again  near  Montezuma,  where 
they  produced  chicks  during  May.  A few 
crane  migrants  were  reported  across  the  Re- 
gion, including  one  at  Scotia,  Schenectady, 
NY,  representing  a first  county  record  (Peter 
Lamboy).  A count  of  10  Common  Moorhens 

I I May  at  Kearney  Marsh,  Hudson,  NJ  (where 
formerly  quite  common)  was  noteworthy,  as 
the  species  is  now  scarce  as  a breeder  in  the 
coastal  portions  of  the  Region. 

Shorebird  numbers  were  generally  disap- 
pointing throughout  the  Region.  About  7 
American  Golden-Plovers  were  found,  fewer 
than  in  recent  years.  Continuing  a recent  pat- 
tern of  spring  appearances,  single  Wilson’s 
Plovers  were  seen  at  Villas,  Cape  May,  NJ  19 
Apr-6  May  (KL,  T.  Parsons,  CM)  and  at 
Robert  Moses  S.R,  Long  1.  28  Apr  (Anne 
McIntyre).  Up  to  2 Black-necked  Stilts  were  n. 
to  Brigantine  10-20  May  (m.ob.),  and  500 
American  Avocets  at  Ted  Harvey  12  Mar  (FR) 
were  about  average.  Just  40  Greater  Yel- 
lowlegs  at  Montauk  4 May  (VB)  and  a meager 
100  Lesser  Yellowlegs  at  Racoon  Creek 
Marsh,  Gloucester,  NJ  10  Apr  (Steve  Kobins- 
ki)  represented  the  highest  counts  of  each 
species  reported.  At  least  350  Whimbrels 
were  at  Brigantine  21  May  (fide  Pat  Sutton),  a 
respectable  spring  tally.  Two  Marbled  Godwits 
at  Island  Beach  S.R,  NJ  12  Apr  (GW)  were  the 
only  ones  reported.  Pike’s  Beach  on  Moriches 
Bay,  Long  1.  has  produced  substantial  num- 
bers of  shorebirds  in  both  spring  and  fall,  es- 
pecially in  recent  years.  Despite  the  overall 
weak  showing  of  shorebirds  this  spring,  Lind- 
say and  Mitra  had  750  Ruddy  Turnstones 
there  29  May  (possibly  the  state’s  highest 
count),  1000  Sanderlings  26  May,  and  2000 
Semipalmated  Sandpipers  29  May;  all  three 
species  feed  on  Horseshoe  Crab  eggs  during 
spring  migration.  There  were  only  2 Curlew 
Sandpipers  this  spring,  both  at  Heislerville, 


Q A Even  the  most  jaded  of  among  us  were  jolted  by  news  of  a White-tailed  Hawk  at  the  Great  Swamp  N.W.R.,  NJ  25  Apr  (tAndy  Glasgow,  ph.  Jim  Gilbert,  Paul  Murray  et  al.).  Word  quickly 
3 #»  circulated,  too,  that  up  to  2 other  White-tailed  Hawks  were  seen  in  Massachusetts  in  late  Apr  (22-24  Apr  at  Hadley,  and  27  Apr  at  the  Pilgrim  Heights  Hhawkwatch  at  North  Truro) — indi- 
cating that,  at  minimum,  2 extralimital  individuals  were  touring  the  East.  Although  the  species  has  the  lack  of  precedent  of  a very  limited  history  of  vagrancy  in  North  America,  it  does  have  the 
broadest  latitudinal  distribution  of  any  Buteo  in  the  Americas  and  is  prone  to  irruptive  behavior  in  search  of  prey.  There  are  records  of  dispersal  to  multiple  Caribbean  and  Central/South  American 
islands:  Aruba,  Trinidad,  Bonaire,  Curasao,  Marajo  (Brazil),  Margarita  (Venezuela),  Taboga  (Panama),  and  St.  Vincent,  and  the  species  has  wandered  into  Louisiana. 

White-tailed  Hawks  are  rare  in  captivity,  especially  within  the  United  States:  ISIS  (<www.isis.org>)  lists  a worldwide  total  of  only  9 captives  in  zoos:  one  in  Texas,  the  rest  in  Mexico.  Photo- 
graphs of  one  of  the  Massachusetts  birds  by  Shawn  Carey  show  peculiar  worn  inner  primaries  on  the  right  wing,  perhaps  suggesting  captive  provenance.  Such  wear  was  not  observed  in  the  case 
of  the  New  Jersey  individual.  The  simultaneous  escape  or  release  of  at  least  2 captive  White-tailed  Hawks  in  the  East,  in  any  case,  seems  a far  less  likely  scenario  than  northward  wandering  of  sev- 
eral birds  in  response  to  severe  drought  in  coastal  savannas  of  Mexico  and  Texas,  for  instance.  Together  with  n.  Michigan's  recent  Short-tailed  Hawk  (Nov  2005),  a record  for  which  there  is  likewise 
scant  precedent,  these  White-tailed  Hawks  may  hint  at  more  tropical  and  subtropical  raptors  on  the  horizon. 
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Cumberland,  NJ  9-19  May  (VE,  m.ob.),  where 
conditions  were  ideal.  Single  Stilt  Sandpipers, 
uncommon  in  spring,  were 
found  at  Sagaponack,  NY  21 
May  (BK,  HM)  as  well  as  at 
Heislerville  13  May  (C.  Wood 
et  al.).  A male  Ruff  was  at 
Bombay  Hook  16  Apr  (Adam 
Dudley),  and  a different  male 
was  at  Woodland  Beach 
Wildlife  Area,  Kent,  DE  27 
May  (FR,  BGP).  Of  particular 
interest  this  spring  was  the  oc- 
currence of  Long-billed  Dow- 
itchers  in  upstate  New  York: 
up  to  6 were  at  Montezuma 
refuge  21-30  Apr  (m.ob.)  and 
another  at  Yates,  Orleans,  NY 
29  Apr  (WD’A  et  al.).  Wilson’s  Phalaropes,  in- 
creasingly rare  in  spring  in  the  Region,  were 
at  Iroquois  5 May  (G.  Rising,  G.  Seamans  et 
al.)  and  at  Hogan  Pt.,  NY  22  May  (DT).  Up  to 
5 Red-necked  Phalaropes  were  at  Batavia  25- 
28  May  (M.  Mason  et  al.),  3 were  in  Delaware 
23-31  May  (MVB,  DLS),  and  singles  were  at 
Pike’s  Beach,  Suffolk,  Long  1.  22-29  May  (AB 
et  al.)  and  at  Nummy’s  L,  Cape  May  16  May 
(M.  Fritz,  GD).  A Red  Phalarope  near  Pine 
Plains,  Dutchess,  NY  13  May  0-  Allison,  R. 
Cohn  et  al.)  made  the  first  county  record  and 
southernmost  in  a remarkable  inland  fallout 
that  stretched  to  Maine  and  Quebec. 

A Laughing  Gull  was  seen  at  Fulton,  Os- 
wego, NY  15  May  (M.  Medler,  J.  Brin).  About 
14  Little  Gulls  were  found  Region  wide,  in- 
cluding 8 at  Hamlin  Beach  2 Apr  (RSp,  WS), 
as  were  about  10  Black-headed  Gulls.  A first- 
winter  Thayer’s  Gull  was  reported  at  Perinton, 
Monroe,  NY  1 Mar  (MV).  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  continue  to  increase;  about  50-60  were 
reported  Regionwide,  with  individuals  n.  to 
Derby  Hill,  Cayuga,  and  Oswego.  About  10 
Glaucous  and  28  Iceland  Gulls  were  found, 
the  latter  including  about  20  along  the  Niag- 
ara R.  in  Mar,  and  a Glaucous  Gull  x Herring 
Gull  hybrid  was  reported  from  Phoenix,  Os- 
wego, NY  21-23  Mar  (fide  BP).  A Black-legged 
Kittiwake  flew  by  Derby  Hill  14  Mar,  for  The 
6th  local  spring  record  OvanD). 

Twenty-one  Gull-billed  Terns  were  at 
Jenkin’s  Bogs,  Chatsworth,  Burlington,  NJ  8 
May  (E.  Bruder).  Substantial  though  not  ex- 
ceptional counts  of  Caspian  Terns  included 
106  at  Cattaraugus  Cr.,  Chautauqua,  NY  28 
Apr  (DN)  and  39  at  Dunkirk  Harbor,  Erie,  NY 
13  May  (DN).  Single  Forster’s  Terns,  rare  but 
nearly  annual  along  the  Great  Lakes  in  spring, 
were  at  Batavia  23  Apr  (MMo)  and  26  May 
(WW,  R&SSp),  at  Hamlin  Beach  13  Apr 
(WS),  and  at  Greece,  Monroe,  NY  20  May 
(WS).  Twelve  hundred  Common  Terns  at 


Shinnecock  14  May  (PL,  SM)  was  a large  total 
for  that  locality,  and  2 Arctic  Terns  at  Morich- 


This Red-necked  Phalarope  was  found  along  Port  Mahon 
Road  in  Delaware,  24  May  2006,  a typical  date  for  an  on- 
shore migrant,  though  offshore  migration  at  this  latitude 
appears  to  peak  earlier.  Photograph  by  Jeff  Holmes. 

(MSG,  m.ob.),  and  at  Cape  Henlopen,  DE  12- 
19  May  (BGP,  GDC).  Eastern  Screech-Owls  at 
Central  Park,  New  York  City  had  nestlings  by 
the  exceptionally  early  date  of  4-5  Mar  (fide 
LS),  but  none  fledged.  About  5 Snowy  Owls 
lingered  into  Mar,  s.  to  Wildwood  Crest,  Cape 
May,  NJ;  one  exceptional  bird  remained  until 
19  May  at  Genoa,  Cayuga,  NY  (fide  Matt  Vic- 


An increasingly  rare  sight  along  most  of  the  Atlantic  Coast,  where  always  irregu- 
lar, these  three  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  were  photographed  at  Jamaica  Bay 
Refuge,  New  York  28  May  2006.  Photograph  by  Scott  Elowitn. 


es  Inlet  29  May  (SM)  continue  the  trend  of  in- 
creasingly frequent  occurrence  as  spring  mi- 
grants along  the  coast  in  the  Region.  Fifty-one 
Black  Terns  at  Iroquois  and  Tonawanda  12 
May  (WW)  was  considered  a good  number 
for  recent  years.  Few  alcids  were  reported  this 
spring,  despite  sustained  northeasterly  winds; 
2 Razorbills  that  spent  the  winter  at  Indian 
River  Inlet  were  still  there  14  Mar  (DLS). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  seen  near 
Stone  Harbor,  Cape  May,  NJ  7-14  May  (CJV, 
m.ob.),  at  Sandy  Hook  18  May  (TB,  R. 
Waynor),  and  at  Millbrook,  Columbia,  NY  13 
May  (C&OW),  the  last  about  the  4th  New 
York  state  record.  Three  White-winged  Doves 
were  found  this  spring:  at  Jones  Beach  5 May 
(AJL  et  al.),  at  West  Cape  May  10-12  May 


toria).  The  Northern  Hawk  Owl  at  Yates,  Or- 
leans, NY  remained  until  10  Mar  (WD’A  et 
al.).  Elusive  Long-eared  Owls  were  found  at 
Eastport,  Long  1.  17  Mar  (M.  Wood)  and 
Noyes,  Oswego,  NY  1 Apr,  both  likely  mi- 
grants. Chuck-will’s-widows  returned  to  their 
now  traditional  breeding  site  at  Quogue,  Suf- 
folk, Long  1.  27  Apr  (R.  Anderson). 

Two  migrant  Rufous  Hummingbirds  were 
banded  at  Rehoboth  Beach,  DE  4 Mar  (FR).  A 
Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  appeared  a bit 
early  at  Cape  May  5 Apr  (fide  Pat  Sutton),  and 
the  maximum  count  of  Ruby-throateds  at 
Derby  Hill  was  20  on  18  May  QvanD).  A Yel- 
low-bellied Sapsucker  wintered  until  at  least  6 
Mar  at  Orient,  Long  1.  (R.  Oliva).  Single 
American  Three-toed  and  Black-backed 
Woodpeckers  were  seen  at  Ferd’s  Bog,  Hamil- 
ton/Herkimer, NY  15-17  May  (/ideJMCP). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

A singing  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  at  Inwood 
Hill  Park,  New  York  City  19  Apr  (K.  Allarie) 
was  one  of  the  earliest  ever  for  New  York. 
Four  Acadian  Flycatchers  appeared  in  New 
York  City  parks  18-31  May;  one  was  banded 
at  Manitou,  NY  25  May  (Braddock  Bay  B.O.); 
and  2 others  were  found  w.  to  Cattaraugus 
and  Chautauqua,  NY,  where  they  breed  regu- 
larly, 18-19  May  (Tim  Baird,  Terry  Mosher).  A 
Great  Crested  Flycatcher  on  Staten  L,  NY  15 
Apr  (D.  Fib)  was  early  but  not  exceptionally 
so.  A Gray  Kingbird  was  found  at  Cape  May 
20-21  May  (Todd  & Meg  Frantz,  RC). 

About  15  Northern  Shrikes  lingered 
through  Mar  in  upstate  New  York,  and  single 
Loggerhead  Shrikes  were  reported  at  Parma, 
Monroe,  NY  20  Mar  (DT)  and  Ashland  Nature 
Center,  DE  24  Apr  (L.  Maier).  A White-eyed 
Vireo  was  rather  far  n.  at  Maxwell  Creek, 
Wayne,  NY  18  May  (DD),  and  a Yellow-throat- 
ed  Vireo  at  Napeague,  Suffolk,  Long  1.  13  Apr 
(L.  Badkin)  was  early.  About  10  reports  of 
Philadelphia  Vireos  included  3 in  New  York 
City  parks  11-26  May.  Fish  Crows  were  be- 
having in  a territorial  fashion  over  Rochester, 
NY  in  mid-May  (R&SSp),  suggesting  a con- 
tinued expansion.  A migrant  Common  Raven 
was  at  Sandy  Hook  13-16  Mar  (SB,  LM),  and 
young  ravens  were  ready  to  leave  the  nest 
near  Stissing  Mountain  Rd.,  Dutchess,  NY  29 
May  (fide  BB).  Even  considering  their  rapid 
expansion,  nesting  of  ravens  in  Secaucus, 
Hudson,  NJ  this  spring  was  surprising  in  that 
intensely  urban  landscape. 

Swallows  arrived  somewhat  early  overall, 
and  indeed  some  Tree  Swallows  likely  sur- 
vived the  winter  in  or  close  to  our  Region. 
Three  Purple  Martins  were  along  L.  Ontario 
near  Rochester,  NY  31  Mar  (B.  Carlson,  RSp). 
one  was  at  Bridgehampton,  Suffolk,  Long  1. 
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28  Mar  QA),  and  2 were  at  Tillman  W.M.A., 
Eric,  NY  3 Apr  (fide  MM).  Five  Tree  Swallows 
were  at  Groveland,  Livingston,  NY  14  Mar  (]. 
Kimball),  30  were  on  Staten  1.,  NY  11  Mar 
(RRV),  and  5 were  at  Iroquois  12  Mar  (JP,  R. 
Salembier,  PY).  A Cliff  Swallow  was  very  ear- 
ly at  Prospect  Park,  Brooklyn,  NY  10  Apr 
(DDy),  as  was  a Barn  Swallow  at  Parma,  Mon- 
roe, NY  19  Mar  (G.  & F Lawrence).  Follow- 
ing the  strong  winter  flight,  several  Black- 
capped  Chickadees  were  noted  consorting 
with  local  Carolina  Chickadees  in  Newark, 
New  Castle,  DE  as  late  as  21  Mar  (JWR). 
Kinglets  were  reported  as  generally  numer- 
ous this  spring,  and  a count  of  391  Ruby- 
crowneds  at  Durand-Eastman  Park  in 
Rochester  30  Apr  is  very  substantial  (L. 
Grosshans  et  ah).  The  peak  count  of  Blue  Jays 
at  Derby  Hill  was  6000  on  4 May.  About  10 
Sedge  Wrens  were  reported  this  spring;  one 
was  at  Thousand  Acre  Marsh,  New  Castle,  DE 
15-22  Apr  (E.  Schaefer,  MVB),  3 were  in  Jef- 
ferson, NY  at  a traditional  nesting  location, 
and  3 other  singles  were  scattered  through 
the  Region  in  mid-May.  Thrushes  were  re- 
ported in  small  numbers.  The  largest  count  of 
Swainsons  Thrush  was  a rather  feeble  10  at 
Palmyra  Cove  24  May  (T.  Bailey)  and  at  Man- 
itou  29  May  (R.  McKinney);  3 Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes  were  at  Palmyra,  Camden,  NJ  27 
May  (T.  Bailey)  and  2 at  Buffalo,  Erie,  NY  10 
May. 

WARBLERS 

Studies  of  global  climate  change  suggest  that 
birds  with  southerly  ranges  should  expand 
their  breeding  ranges  northward  and  also  ap- 
pear earlier  in  spring.  The  parks  around  New 
York  City  and  Long  Island  provide  a good 
sampling  of  these  migrants,  as  none  of  the 
species  breed  there,  and  the  sites  are  intense- 
ly birded  on  a daily  basis.  Hooded  Warblers 
(30  in  2005,  27  in  2006)  and  Kentucky  War- 
blers (13,  16)  appeared  in  similar  or  increased 
numbers  compared  to  the  record-breaking 
spring  of  2005.  Yellow-throated  (16,  10),  Pro- 
thonotary  (26,  9),  and  Worm-eating  (33,7) 
Warblers,  on  the  other  hand,  were  less  nu- 
merous in  2006  than  in  2005.  A Swainson’s 
Warbler  was  seen  on  Staten  I.,  NY  5 May  (C. 
Nuzzi),  and  others  were  at  Cape  May  27  Apr 
(GM)  and  24  May  (CJV).  This  species,  which 
was  among  the  rarest  of  vagrants  just  a few 
years  ago,  is  now  appearing  annually  as  far  n. 
as  New  York  City.  Especially  early  migrants 
elsewhere  included  a Louisiana  Waterthrush 
at  Central  Park,  Manhattan  17  Mar  (C.  Vorn- 
berger),  the  earliest  arrival  ever  for  New  York, 
and  Wilsons  Warblers  at  Glassboro  Woods, 
Gloucester,  NJ  21  Apr  (SK)  and  Highland 
Park,  Rochester,  NY  24  Apr  (K.  Hartquist). 


There  seems  to  be  an  increasing  number  of 
spring  migrant  Connecticut  Warblers  in  the 
Region.  This  year,  5 singles  were  recorded:  at 
Voorhees  S.P.,  Hunterdon,  NJ  19  May  (FS,  Jr.; 
FS,  Sr.);  at  Wilson,  Niagara  25  May  (BP);  at 
Tifft  Nature  Center,  Buffalo  26  May  (DDi);  in 
Monroe,  NY  at  Manitou  26  May  (BC,  DS);  and 
in  Greece,  NY  27  May  (ST).  Seven  Lawrence’s 
and  5 Brewster’s  Warblers  were  reported 
across  the  Region. 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Last  spring’s  record-breaking  total  of  23  Sum- 
mer Tanagers  in  the  New  York  City  area  was 
tied  this  spring,  which  suggests  a population 
increase  or  expansion  for  this  species.  About 
14  Clay-colored  Sparrows  were  found  in  up- 
state New  York,  most  all  around  known  or 
suspected  breeding  localities,  and  a migrant 
was  seen  at  Sandy  Hook  18-23  May  (TB,  RW). 
A Lark  Sparrow  wintered  near  Pennsville, 
Salem,  NJ  through  9 Apr  (F  Weber);  another 
was  at  Cape  May  N.W.R.  19  May  (1.  Byler). 
The  only  Henslow’s  Sparrow  reported  was  on 
Huston  Rd.,  Geneseo,  Livingston,  NY  7-31 
May  (J.  Kimball,  m.ob.).  A Nelson’s  Sharp- 
tailed Sparrow  was  banded  at  Manitou  18 
May  (Braddock  Bay  B.O.),  and  one  was  seen 
and  heard  singing  at  Napeague  21  May  (K. 
Rubinstein).  Gambel’s  White-crowned  Spar- 
rows were  at  Sandy  Hook  14-15  Apr  (CB,  SB) 
and  at  Collier’s  Mills  W.M.A.,  Ocean,  NJ  25 
Apr  (SB,  LM). 

Only  3 Blue  Grosbeaks  were  on  Long  1. 
and  in  New  York  City  18-29  May,  in  contrast 
to  large  numbers  of  Summer  Tanagers  and 
Kentucky  and  Hooded  Warblers.  Numbers 
of  Indigo  Buntings  on  the  outer  coast  were 
similarly  modest.  Seven  Dickcissels  were 
found  widely  scattered  through  the  Region, 
but  after  one  male  appeared  briefly  at  the 
now  traditional  breeding  site  near  Harring- 
ton, DE  13  May  (DLS),  no  territorial  birds 
were  seen.  Three  ad.  male  Yellow-headed 
Blackbirds  were  reported  flying  overhead  in 
blackbird  flocks  at  Hamlin  Beach  S.P.  13  Apr 
(DT),  one  was  photographed  in  Comstock, 
Washington,  NY  15  Apr  (Melissa  Koos),  and 
an  imm.  male  was  at  Montauk  11-17  Mar 
(K&BR).  Seven  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  wintered 
in  Salem,  NJ,  and  5 of  these  were  present  un- 
til at  least  13  Apr  (m.ob.).  A female  Brewer’s 
was  at  Kendall,  NY  13  Mar  (RSp).  Forty  to 
50  Orchard  Orioles  made  an  impressive 
count  at  Sandy  Hook  3-4  May  (CB),  as  did 
800  Baltimore  Orioles  at  Sandy  Hook  5 May 
(CB)  and  248  Baltimores  at  Braddock  Bay  4 
May  (DT,  MD). 

Some  sizable  flocks  of  Common  Redpolls 
lingered  into  Mar  in  upstate  New  York,  in- 
cluding 125  at  Hasting,  Oswego  12  Mar  (fide 


BPu)  and  150  at  Hamlin  Beach  S.P.  until  19 
Mar,  the  latter  including  2 Hoary  Redpolls 
(DT).  Among  the  larger  flocks  of  White- 
winged Crossbills  reported  were  20  at  Selkirk 
Shores  S.P.  5-12  May  and  11  in  Oswego  17 
Mar  (fide  Matt  Victoria).  Groups  of  Evening 
Grosbeaks  included  35  at  Summer  Hill, 
Cayuga,  NY  25  Mar,  24  at  Boyleston,  Oswego 
12  Mar,  and  5 at  Waterville,  Oneida,  NY  1 
Apr. 

Observers  (subregional  compilers  in  bold- 
face): Jim  Ash,  Pete  Bacinski  (New  Jersey), 
Andrew  Baldelli,  Scott  Barnes  (North  Coast 
Region,  New  Jersey:  Sandy  Hook  B.O.,  P O. 
Box  553,  Ft.  Hancock,  NJ  07732),  Maurice  V 
Barnhill,  Ahmet  Baytas,  Brenda  Best,  Shane 
Blodgett,  Michael  Bochnik  (Hudson- 
Delaware,  NY:  86  Empire  St.,  Yonkers,  NY 
10704),  Tom  Boyle  (TBo),  Calvin  Brennan, 
Thomas  W.  Burke  (New  York  Rare  Bird 
Alert),  Barbara  Butler  (Dutchess  County, 
NY),  Vicki  Bustamante,  Colin  D.  Campbell,  B. 
Carlson,  Richard  Crossley,  D.  Daniels,  Willie 
D’Anna,  Mike  Davids,  Dean  DiTommaso 
(DDi),  John  van  Dort,  Doyle  Dowdell  (DDo), 
Jim  Dowdell,  Paul  Driver  (sw.  New  Jersey: 
915  Melrose  Ave.,  Elkins  Park,  PA  19027), 
Gail  Dwyer,  Dale  Dyer  DDy),  Andrew  P.  Ed- 
nie  (New  Castle  and  Kent,  DE:  59  Lawson 
Ave.,  Claymont,  DE  19703),  Vince  Elia 
(South  Coast  and  Delaware  Bay  Regions,  New 
Jersey:  CMBO  R&E  Center,  600  Rte  47  North, 
Cape  May  Courthouse,  NJ  08120),  Mike  Fa- 
hay,  Mark  S.  Garland  (Cape  May,  NJ),  Kevin 
C.  Griffith  (Genesee  Region,  NY:  61  Grand- 
view Lane,  Rochester,  NY  14612),  A1  Guar- 
ente,  Nick  Hamblet,  Armas  E.  Hill  (Philadel- 
phia Birdline),  Robb  Jett,  Sandra  Keller,  Brian 
Kane,  Robert  J.  Kurtz,  Laurie  Larson  (New 
Jersey),  Anthony  J.  Lauro,  Paul  E.  Lehman, 
Frank  Lenik,  Patricia  Lindsay,  Karl  Lukens, 
Linda  Mack,  Hugh  McGuiness  (Eastern  Long 
L,  NY:  P 0.  Box  3005,  Southampton,  NY 
11969),  Shai  Mitra  (Long  1.  and  New  York 
City;  PO.  Box  142,  Brightwaters,  NY  11718), 
Mike  Morgante  (MMo;  Niagara  Frontier  re- 
gion, New  York:  59  Briar  Hill  Rd.,  Orchard 
Park,  NY  14127),  Sean  Murphy,  George  My- 
ers, Dave  Neveau,  Michael  O’Brian,  Bill  Os- 
trander (Finger  Lakes  region.  New  York:  80 
Westmont  Ave.,  Elmira,  NY  14904),  Jim 
Pawlicki,  Bruce  G.  Peterjohn,  John  M.  C.  Pe- 
terson (Adirondack-Champlain  Region,  NY: 
477  County  Rte.  8,  Elizabethtown,  NY 
12932),  Betsy  Potter,  Bill  Purcell  (BPu;  Onei- 
da Lake  Basin,  NY:  281  Baum  Rd.,  Hastings, 
NY  13076),  Frank  Rohrbacher,  Karen  Rubin- 
stein, Barbara  Rubinstein,  Joseph  W.  Russell, 
Sean  Sime,  Frank  Sencher,  Jr.  (nw.  New  Jer- 
sey: 43  Church  Rd.,  Milford,  NJ  08848), 
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Frank  Sencher,  Sr.,  Dom  Sherony,  Robert  & 
Susan  Spahn  (RSp/R&SSp;  Genesee  Ornitho- 
logical Society),  Lloyd  Spitalnik  (New  York 
City  area),  Derek  L.  Stoner,  Pat  Sutton  (Cape 
May  B.  O.),  W.  Symonds,  S.  Taylor,  David  Tet- 
low,  Matt  Victoria,  Christopher  J.  Vogel, 


William  Watson,  Rich  Waynor,  George  Wen- 
zelburger,  Carol  & Owen  Whitby,  Frank  Win- 
felder,  Will  Yandik  (Hudson-Mohawk  region 
of  New  York:  269  Schneider  Road,  Hudson, 
NY  12534),  Peter  Yoerg,  Robert  E Yunick, 
Louise  Zemaitis.  © 


Richard  R.  Veit,  Biobgy  Department,  CSI-CUNY,  2800 
Victory  Boulefard,  Staten  Island,  New  York  10314, 
(veitrr2003@yahoo.com); 

Robert  0.  Paiton,  460  Riverside  Drive,  Apt.  72,  New 
York,  New  York  10027,  (rop1@coiumbia.edu) 
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Todd  M.  Day 


Spring  2006  held  little  to  distinguish  it- 
self in  the  way  of  weather  patterns,  bird 
records,  or  dramatic  intersections  of  the 
two,  but  recent  trends  continue:  uncommon 
kites,  ibises,  pelicans,  doves,  and  Anhinga  are 
turning  up  in  greater  numbers  and  more  loca- 
tions; careful  searches  for  rare  nesters  are  de- 
tecting species  like  Northern  Saw-whet  Owl, 
Common  Merganser,  and  Golden-winged 
Warbler  in  new  locations;  and  even  rarities, 
such  as  Pacific  Loon,  Magnificent  Frigate- 


X Blue-winged  Teal  hybrid  and  Var- 
ied Thrush  in  Maryland,  and  a 
White-winged  Crossbill,  a Long- 
eared Owl,  and  a state-third  Tufted 
Duck  in  Virginia. 


Abbreviations:  Bay  (Chesapeake 
Bay);  Chine.  (Chincoteague  N.W.R., 
Accomack,  VA);  Chino  (Chino 
Farms,  Queen  Anne’s,  MD)  Craney 
(Craney  I.,  Portsmouth,  VA); 
E.S.VN.W.R.  (Eastern  Shore  of  Vir- 
ginia N.W.R.,  Northampton,  VA); 
Hart  (Hart  Miller  I.,  Baltimore,  MD);  Picker- 
ing (Pickering  Creek  Audubon  Center,  Talbot, 
MD). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH 
FRIGATEBiiDS 

The  6 Greater  White-fronted  Geese  at  Clear 
Creek  L.,  Washington,  VA  were  last  reported  4 
Mar  (Sam  Cross,  Rack  Cross);  in  Maryland, 
one  was  at  the  Chestertown  S.T.E,  Kent  12 
Mar  (NLM).  A Ross’s  Goose  was  at  Edmund’s 
Park,  Halifax,  VA  18-20  Mar  QBl,  AD),  a first 
for  that  county  and  the  s.  Virginia  Piedmont. 


This  Commen  Merganser  family  group,  including  eight  ducklings,  was  observed  at  Violette's  Lock,  Montgomery  County,  Mary- 
land 23  May  (here)  through  14  June  2086;  mere  were  observed  along  the  Potomac  River  threughout  the  summer,  including 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Photograph  by  Dave  Czapkt 


birds  (most  in  June),  Eurasian  Whimbrel, 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher,  and  Townsend’s 
Warbler,  seem  to  be  part  of  larger  patterns,  at 
least  in  the  East  as  a whole.  Other  unexpect- 
ed visitors  this  season  were  a Cinnamon  Teal 


At  least  3 Cackling  Geese  of  the  nominate 
subspecies  were  among  the  few  thousand 
Canada  Geese  5 Mar  at  the  pond  on  Belvoir 
Rd.,  Fauquier,  VA  (TMD);  15  Cacklings  were 
with  5000  Canada  Geese  flying  over  Chino  9 


Mar  (JG).  Two  sibling  Trumpeter  Swans  that 
were  banded  as  hatch-year  birds  in  Ontario  at 
Wye  Marsh,  Grand  Valley  15  Oct  2005  were 
reported  separately  in  Maryland:  the  first  with 
a yellow  wing-tag  numbered  962  on  4 May+ 
at  Schoolhouse  Pond,  Prince  George’s  (FS),  the 
other  at  Indian  Cr.,  near  Benedict,  Saint 
Mary’s,  wing-tagged  960  on  4 May  (fide 
MLH);  bird  960  would  later  relocate  to  Patux- 
ent Oxbow  Lake  Nature  Preserve,  Anne  Arun- 
del, where  it  would  summer  (Jay  Sheppard, 
fide  Marcy  Stutzman).  Tundra  Swans  were 
widely  reported  12  Mar,  with  several  ob- 
servers noting  hundreds;  the  high  of  this  lot 
was  813  at  Loch  Raven  Res.,  Baltimore,  MD 
(Steve  Collins). 

A male  Cinnamon  Teal  x Blue-winged  Teal 
hybrid  was  well  described  at  jug  Bay,  Anne 
Arundel  11  Mar  (tjeff  Shenot,  Danny 
Bystrak);  the  bird  mostly  resembled  Cinna- 
mon Teal  but  showed  a white  flank  patch.  The 
Eurasian  Teal  from  14  Jan  at  Huntley  Mead- 
ows Park,  Faitfax,  VA  was  reported  sporadi- 
cally through  25  Mar  (RH,  LM  et  al);  anoth- 
er was  found  29  Mar  at  Pickering,  where  one 
wintered  in  2005  (David  Curson).  A well-de- 
scribed Green-winged  Teal  x Eurasian  Teal  in- 
tergrade was  at  Swan  Harbor,  Harford,  MD  1 1 
Apr  (|LS,  MH,  HH,  JBr).  A late  Northern  Pin- 
tail was  at  Huntley  Meadows  Park,  Fairfax, 
VA  27  May  QBa). 

Good  numbers  of  Aythya  ducks  were 
found  in  w.  Maryland  18  Mar,  all  in  Garrett. 
40  Canvasbacks,  40  Redheads,  and  120  Less- 
er Scaup  at  Broadford  Res.,  and  50  Greater 
among  200  Lesser  Scaup  at  Deep  Creek  L. 
OLS,  MH,  HH,  JBr).  A Canvasback  lingered  at 
Great  Oak  Pond,  Kent  through  27  May 
(WGE,  NLM).  Fifteen  Redheads  were  at  Falls 
Mills,  Tazewell,  VA  26  Mar  (Jim  & Judy 
Phillips).  The  most  unusual  Aythya  duck  of 
the  season  was  a drake  Tufted  Duck  at  Airlie, 
Fauquier  26  Apr-3  May  (TMD,  Eric  M. 
Hynes,  ph.  SAH,  ph.  ESB,  JKe),  seen  with 
several  lingering  Ring-necked  Ducks;  Vir- 
ginia has  just  two  other  reports  of  the  species. 
A first-winter  male  King  Eider  at  the  C.B.B.T. 


VOLUME  60  (2006)  • NUMBER  3 


357 


MIDDLE  ATLANTIC 


An  Eared  Grebe  at  Violettes  Lock,  Montgomery  County,  Maryland  was  present  10-12  (here  11)  April  2006, 
a typical  passage  period  for  this  species  in  the  Middle  Atlantic  region.  Photographs  by  Dave  Czaplak. 


31  Mar  furnished  Virginia’s  only  report  be- 
tween autumn  and  spring  (Mike  Iwanik, 
Vickie  Gullet).  Four  Harlequin  Ducks  were 
seen  from  the  C.B.B.T.  11  Mar  (DLH  et  al.). 
Two  Surf  Scoters  were  in  the  Anacostia  R., 
D.C.  22  Apr  (RH,  PP),  and  2 were  at  Rocky 
Gap  S.R,  Allegany,  MD  23  Apr  OBC).  A Com- 
mon Goldeneye  was  at  the  Aberdeen  Proving 
Grounds,  Harford  25-26  May  (Chris  Star- 
ling). Hooded  Mergansers  again  bred  at 
Huntley  Meadows,  with  young  noted  14  May 
(Harry  Glasgow  et  al.);  a hen  and  4 young 
were  seen  at  Piney  Run  Park,  Carroll  25  May 
(RFR).  Once  again.  Common  Mergansers 
nested  along  the  Potomac  R.,  either  in  Mont- 
gomery, MD  or  Fairfax,  with  young  pho- 
tographed 27  Apr  (DCz);  several  sightings 
from  that  section  of  the  Potomac  would  fol- 
low; another  late  sighting  was  21  May  at 
Susquehanna  S.R,  Hatford  (MH,  JLS,  MB  et 
al.).  A Red-breasted  Merganser  was  at  L.  of 
the  Woods,  Orange,  VA  29  May  (PK). 

The  Pacific  Loon  found  1 Feb  at  Kerr  was 
present  through  27  Mar  (JBl,  AD,  Wendy 
Balding),  and  a Red-throated  Loon  there  27 
May,  in  breeding  plumage,  was  most  unusu- 
al— perhaps  the  first  Virginia  report  of  that 
plumage  (David  Spears).  The  high  inland 
count  of  Common  Loons  was  55  at  Mill  Creek 
L.,  Amherst,  VA  17  Apr  (Markjohnson).  Some 
150  Horned  Grebes  were  noted  at  Ft.  Small- 
wood, Anne  Arundel  29  Mar  (HLW).  A Red- 
necked Grebe  was  at  L.  Orange,  Orange,  VA 
27  Mar  (George  & Rosemarie  Harris).  An 
Eared  Grebe  was  on  the  Potomac  R.  at  Vio- 
lettes Lock,  Montgomery  10-12  Apr  (ph.  BH, 
ph.  DCz);  the  last  one  at  South  Holston  L., 
Washington,  VA  was  seen  29  Mar  (JWC). 

A Sooty  Shearwater  at  Chine.  13  May  (VK, 
LM  et  al.)  marked  a typical  arrival  date.  A 
Northern  Gannet  was  well  up  the  Rappahan- 
nock R.,  observed  from  Lancaster,  VA  at  Belle 
Isle  S.R  28  Mar  (VK);  one  was  also  at  Cobb  I. 
on  the  Wicomico  R.,  Charles,  MD  (Mike 
Callahan).  Thirteen  American  White  Pelicans 
were  seen  at  Carvins  Cove  on  the 
Roanohe/Botetourt,  VA  line  31  Mar  (Bill  & 
Katie  James,  fide  Mike  Purdy);  4 were  at 
South  Holston  L.  8 Apr  QWC  et  al.);  and  sin- 
gles were  at  Poplar  L,  Talbot  8 Apr  (/ideJRe) 


and  19  May  0Re,/ide  LR)  and  at  Hog  I.,  Sur- 
ry, VA  19  & 23  Apr  (BW,  BTa).  The  breeding 
colony  of  Double-crested  Cormorants  on  the 
Potomac  R.  in  Montgomery  had  20  nests,  with 
all  but  three  occupied  (Clive  Harris);  another 
colony  with  nests  on  power  line  towers  along 
the  Patuxent  R.  on  the  Prince  George’s/Calvert 
line  reportedly  had  at  least  100  nesting  birds. 
The  first  cormorant  nest  in  Maryland  was  dis- 
covered in  1990,  and  the  species  is  now 
known  to  breed  in  at  least  Dorchester,  Talbot, 
Montgomery,  Prince  Georges,  and  Calvert. 
There  were  five  reports  of  Anhinga  this  sea- 
son. Four  were  seen  over  the  Dulles  Toll 
Road,  Loudoun,  VA  10  Apr  (HH);  one  was  at 
Lilypons,  Frederick,  MD  18-23  Apr  (Dan 
Eberly  Linda  Friedland,  Lydia  Schindler,  ph. 
MB,  m.ob.);  one  was  at  Stumpy  L.,  Virginia 


Beach,  13  & 28  May  (FSB;  BL);  and  one  was 
along  Nawney’s  Creek  Rd.,  Virginia  Beach  29 
May  (RLAk).  At  Bellyache  Swamp,  Southamp- 
ton, VA,  a male  Anhinga  was  first  noted  27 
May  (Bill  Keith)  and  documented  displaying 
30  May  (ph.  BTe).  An  ad.  male  frigatebird  not 
identified  to  species  was  noted  perched  on  a 
light  pole  on  Fisherman  I.,  Northampton,  VA 
26  May  (ESB). 

BITTERNS  THROUGH  CRANES 

An  American  Bittern  was  at  Chester  Phelps 
W.M.A.  20  Apr,  the  2nd  for  Fauquier  (TMD, 
Mike  Day);  one  was  at  Kenilworth  Park,  D.C. 


23  Apr  OSh);  and  one  at  Laurel  L.  6 May  was 
a first  for  Buchanan,  VA  (fide  RM).  Twelve 
Great  Blue  Herons  nests  were  found  near 
Beaverdam  Cr.,  at  Damascas,  Washington,  VA 
29  Mar  QWC);  several  nests  were  also  located 
near  Franks  Mill,  Augusta,  VA  30  Apr  (AL, 
Sarah  Splaun,  Mae  Houff,  ph.  BTe).  A Great 
Egret  was  at  the  Cumberland  Terminus,  Alle- 
gany 2-8  Apr  OBC).  Two  Little  Blue  Herons 
were  at  Kenilworth  Park  14  May  (RH).  A Tri- 
colored Heron  at  Silver  L.  7 May  was  Rocking- 
ham, VAs  first  (Cheryl  Lyon,/ide  CM);  anoth- 
er was  at  Dyke  Marsh,  Fairfax  18  May  (Scott 
Priebe).  A 28  May  visit  to  Dorchester’s  Holland 
1.  confirmed  that  all  of  Maryland’s  breeding 
herons  and  ibis  can  be  found  nesting  bere 
(HTA).  Yellow-crowned  Night-Herons  nested 
in  several  areas  in  metropolitan  D.C.:  along 
Sligo  Cr.,  Montgomery,  MD,  at 
least  four  nests  were  found  29 
Mar  and  13  Apr  (Howard 
Youth;  Tom  Stock);  birds  fre- 
quented Rock  Cr.  at  Chevy 
Chase,  Montgomery , MD, 
where  nests  would  be  found  in 
summer;  and  at  Reston,  Fair- 
fax, at  a site  where  the  species 
has  bred  previously,  a pair  was 
nesting  this  spring,  noted  27 
Apr  (Matthew  Bender).  One 
found  at  L.  Shenandoah  31 
May  was  good  for  Rocking- 
ham’s first  since  1968  (ph. 
Greg  Moyers).  As  many  as  4 
"White-faced  Ibis  spent  a week 
at  Huntley  Meadows,  with  the 
first  noted  17  Apr  (Ed  Eder).  Over  the  next 
six  days,  many  observers  were  able  to  see  up 
to  4 working  the  mud  with  one  or  2 Glossy 
Ibis,  the  last  sighting  being  one  bird  23  Apr 
(SAH,  ph.  PS,  HFD,  TMD,  JKe,  KG).  Other 
White-faced  Ibis  reports  were  1 1 May  at  the 
causeway  to  Chincoteague  L,  (KG),  24  May  at 
Chine.  (PJM),  and  20  & 22  May  at  the  S. 
Point  area  of  Worcester  (ph.  MLH;  Wayne 
Laubscher).  A Glossy  Ibis  was  at  the  Kenil- 
worth Aquatic  Gardens,  D.C.  25-26  Mar 
(Nick  Lund,  RH  et  al.).  Forty  White  Ibis  were 
seen  flying  over  First  Landing  S.R,  Virginia 
Beach  23  Apr  QRu). 


As  many  as  four  White-faced  Ibis  were  at  Huntley  Meadows  Park,  Fairfax  County, 
Virginia  1 7-23  (here  1 9)  April  2006,  keeping  company  with  one  or  two  Glossy  Ibis. 

Photograph  by  Cliff  Otto. 
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Again  this  year,  a pair  of  Black  Vultures 
nested  on  the  3rd  floor  of  the  Ruscombe 
Mansion,  Baltimore,  this  time  while  renova- 
tions of  the  building  were  underway;  thank- 
fully, the  developer  was  willing  to  allow  the 
breeding  attempt  to  continue  (fide  Elliot 
Kirschbaum).  Two  circling  Black  Vultures 
were  seen  4 Apr  from  along  1-68  in  w.  Garrett 
(TMD).  A Swallow-tailed  Kite  was  seen  over 
Fairfax  County  Parkway  17  Apr  (tSAH);  an- 
other was  at  Ft.  Smallwood  24  Apr  (SR).  At 
Gloucester  Pt.,  Gloucester,  VA,  a Swallow- 
tailed Kite  was  noted  1 May  (fide  BTa);  this 
location  has  had  reports  of  this  bird  in  previ- 
ous years  in  summer,  but  breeding  remains 
unknown.  The  only  Mississippi  Kite  reports 
came  from  Virginia,  most  from  known 
or  suspected  breeding  locations  in 
Southampton  and  Fairfax.  Exceptions 
included  one  at  Stonewall,  Appomattox 
9 Apr,  which  was  the  season’s  first  re- 
port (Peggy  Lyons);  one  at  the  Julie 
Metz  wetlands  mitigation  site,  Prince 
William  18  Apr,  where  nearby-breed- 
ing is  likely  (MR);  an  ad.  at  Runt  Pow- 
ell’s farm,  Halifax  6 May,  where  seen  in 
years  past  but  not  annually  0^1);  a 
subad.  near  E.S.VN.W.R.  13  May  (BTa, 

KG);  and  one  along  Back  Rd.,  Shenan- 
doah 14  May  (SAH,  BL,  J&BJL).  Bald 
Eagles  were  confirmed  nesting  in 
Rockingham  for  the  first  time  ever 
(J&BJL,  John  Irvine);  another  bit  of 
diligence  by  Tekin  and  others  resulted 
in  the  9 Apr  discovery  of  the  first  Bald 
Eagle  nest  in  Highland,  VA.  The  2006 
Bald  Eagle  survey  conducted  by  Bryan 
D.  Watts  and  Mitchell  A.  Byrd  of  the 
Center  for  Conservation  Biology  at  the 
College  of  William  and  Mary, 
Williamsburg,  showed  an  increase  of  over 
seven  per  cent  in  nesting  pairs,  with  this 
year’s  total  of  485  being  the  most  ever  record- 
ed in  Virginia.  The  survey  covers  Virginia’s 
portion  of  the  Bay  and  the  major  coastal  trib- 
utaries. Known  pairs  of  eagles  produced  a 
record  705  chicks  in  2006,  pushing  the  five- 
year  total  over  3000  young.  A Broad-winged 
Hawk  flew  over  Chestertown,  Queen  Anne’s 
29  Mar  OG).  An  imm.  Golden  Eagle  at  Lang- 
ford, Kent  12  Mar  was  a good  find;  one  near 
Monterey  Mt.,  Highland  9 Apr  was  rather  late 
(fide  BTe).  Twelve  Merlins  noted  in  one  hour 
from  Ft.  Story,  Virginia  Beach  23  Apr  was  in- 
dicative of  a good  flight  for  that  day  (RLAn). 
The  College  Creek  Hawkwatch,  James  City, 
VA  completed  its  10th  spring  season,  vwth  a 
near-record  amount  of  hours  of  observation. 
Observers  tallied  a new  season-high  number 
of  raptors  and  vultures.  Tops  in  this  group 
were  Osprey,  setting  a new  site  record  with 


183  birds;  disappointing  were  only  10  Amer- 
ican Kestrels,  despite  good  coverage  (BTa). 

Two  or  3 Black  Rails  were  heard  along  El- 
liott Island  R.,  Dorchester  20  Apr  (HLW,  LD); 
two  parties  heard  one  Black  Rail  each  on  the 
Dorchester  May  bird  count  6 May  (HTA). 
King  Rails  were  again  easily  heard  and  often 
seen  at  Occoquan  Bay  N.W.R.,  Prince 
William,  throughout  the  reporting  period, 
with  the  season’s  first  report  of  4 there  12 
Mar;  one  was  noted  14  Apr  at  Julie  Metz  wet- 
lands (both  MR);  Maryland’s  lone  report  was 
one  calling  13  Mar  along  the  Patuxent  R., 
Prince  George’s  (FF,  Jane  Fallon).  A Sora  at 
Laurel  L.  6 May  was  the  first  record  for 
Buchanan  (fide  RM).  A Purple  Gallinule  was 


seen  12  Apr  along  the  L.  Meade  causeway, 
Suffolk,  VA  (Don  Schwab);  another  was 
along  Pitch  Kettle  Rd.,  Suffolk  22  Apr  (fide 
Sheila  Scoville);  another  was  found  dead  at 
an  unlikely  location.  Great  Falls  N.R,  Fairfax 
15  May  (ph.  Cheryl  Bresee).  A Common 
Moorhen  at  Rural  Retreat  L.,  Wythe  23  May 
was  the  Region’s  only  report  well  away  from 
the  Coastal  Plain  (GE,  JM).  Sixty  American 
Coots  were  at  Hart  6 May,  with  one  seen  on  a 
nest  (EJS  et  al.).  A flock  of  15  Sandhill  Cranes 
was  seen  on  the  Summers  Tract,  Frederick, 
MD  12  Mar  (tAndy  Sewell);  one  was  at  Mid- 
dlebrook,  Augusta  5 Apr  (Paul  Cabe);  anoth- 
er was  at  the  Virginia  Polytechnical  Institute 
campus  at  Blacksburg,  Montgomery  16-17 
Apr  (ph,  N&MM,  John  Kell);  another  was  at 
Prices  Fork,  Montgomery,  VA  25  Apr  (Henry 
Floyd);  and  2 were  seen  at  Hog  1.  from  the 
College  Creek  Hawkwatch  and  noted  in  both 
Surry  and  James  City  10  May  (BVil  BTa). 


SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Twelve  Semipalmated  Plovers  made  an  ap- 
pearance at  Rural  Retreat  L.  23  May  (GE,  JM). 
A Piping  Plover  was  a surprise  at  Flag  Ponds 
S.P.,  Calvert  1 May  (TB,  JKo).  Black-necked 
Stilts  are  expected  at  several  coastal  marshes 
in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  as  well  as  at  Craney 
though  10  at  Elliott  Island  Rd.  20  Apr  was  no- 
table (HLW,  LD).  Less-expected  locations 
where  the  species  was  reported  this  season  in- 
cluded Shirley  Plantation,  Charles  City,  VA  22 
Apr  (ph.  Allen  Bryan);  3 at  Pickering  5 May 
(SA,  EA);  and  4 at  E.S.VN.WR.  on  24  May 
(VK).  An  Upland  Sandpiper  was  early  at 
Prices  Fork,  Montgomery,  VA  28  Mar  (CK); 
another  was  at  Cape  Charles,  Northampton  5 
May  (ESB),  Twenty  Whimbrel  were 
unexepected  at  Tydings,  Harford  21 
May  but  the  bigger  surprise  was  a 
Eurasian  Whimbrel  of  the  nominate 
subspecies,  the  first  for  Maryland  (JH, 
ph.  BH,  MH,  JLS,  MB  et  al.)  and  only 
the  7th  for  the  Region.  The  Long-billed 
Curlew  at  Chimney  Pole  Marsh, 
Northampton  was  last  seen  2 Apr  (Alex 
Wilke).  Red  Knots  were  seen  at  Chine. 
24  May  (2  birds;  ESB)  and  at  As- 
sateague  I.,  Worcester  26  May  (6  birds; 
Bill  Schreitz);  aerial  surveys  for  the 
species  in  May-Jun  found  about  6000 
in  the  intertidal  areas  of  the  Virginia 
barrier  islands,  about  4000  fewer  than 
last  year’s  survey.  A Sanderling  was 
with  11  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  at 
Huntley  Meadows  29  May  QBa);  5 
White-rumped  Sandpipers  were  there 
27  May  (PJM).  Rural  Retreat  L.  had  5 
late-ish  Pectoral  Sandpipers,  8 Least 
Sandpipers,  and  28  Dunlins,  all  23 
May  (GE,  JM).  Twenty-two  Purple 
Sandpipers  at  Poplar  I.  23  May  were  relative- 
ly late  fide  LR).  Two  Dunlins  at  Swan 
Harbor,  Harford  2 Mar  were  unusual  for  the 
date  (MH).  A Ruff  (Reeve)  was  a nice  surprise 
at  Pickering  22-26  Apr  (Shepard  Krech,  LR, 
m.ob.).  Long-billed  Dowitchers  were  seen, 
and  heard,  1 Apr  at  Hart  (EJS),  3 May  at  Oys- 
ter, Northampton  (TS,  ESB),  and  24  May  at 
Chine.  (ESB).  A Red-necked  Phalarope  was 
found  at  Blackwater  N.W.R.  13  May  (fide 
HTA);  it  or  another  was  there  16-17  May 
(Joshua  Stone);  another  was  at  Chesapeake 
Farm,  Kent  22  May  (DP,  fide  MH).  Interesting 
shorebirds  found  at  the  PPG.  ponds  at  North 
Branch,  Allegany  23  May  included  a Wilson’s 
Phalarope  along  with  White-rumped,  Semi- 
palmated, and  Least  Sandpipers,  Dunlin,  and 
Semipalmated  Plover  (MikeyLutmerding). 

Baltimore's  Back  R.  continues  to  be  the  spot 
in  the  Region  for  Little  Gull,  with  a report  of 
2-3  there  2 Mar  with  1100  Bonaparte’s  Gulls 


This  White-faced  Ibis  was  found  20  May  2006  (here)  in  the  South  Point  area  of 
Worcester  County,  Maryland  and  seen  again  two  days  later.  Although  reported 
annually  in  Virginia  since  1999,  the  species  is  not  found  annually  in  Maryland. 
Photograph  by  Mark  L.  Hoffmann. 
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(GM,  BC);  more  unusual  were  2 first-summer 
Little  Gulls  at  Tydings,  Haiford  21  May,  a 
plumage  rarely  seen  in  the  Region  (ph.  BH, 
MH,  JLS,  MB).  A Black-headed  Gull  was  seen 
at  Sandy  Point  S.P.,  Anne  Arundel  13  Mar  (FS). 
The  gulls  at  Hooper’s  Restaurant,  Worcester 
included  a first-winter  Iceland  Gull  and  a 
first-winter  Glaucous  Gull  18  Mar  (SM).  Back 
Bay  N.W.R.  is  known  as  the  Region’s  best  spot 
for  high  counts  of  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls; 
50  were  there  13  Mar  (RLAk,  DS).  Larger 
gulls  are  rarely  reported  from  w.  Maryland, 
and  a Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  on  the  Po- 
tomac around  Antietam  Cr.  24-31  Mar  fur- 
nished Washington's  first  record  (ph.  HH, 
RFR,  MH,  m.ob.);  with  this  gull  was  a Great 
Black-backed  Gull,  providing  possibly  only 
the  2nd  county  record,  as  4-12  were  seen 
here  19-31  Mar  QH,  RFR,  MH,  m.ob.).  The 
last  Glaucous  Gull  reported  was  a first-winter 
bird  29  Apr  at  Ocean  City  Inlet  (Taylor 
McLean).  Forty  Caspian  Terns  at  the  Wash- 
ington Navy  Yard,  D.C.  20  Apr  was  a good 
count  OSh);  4 at  Claytor  L.,  Pulashi,  VA  22 
Apr  was  a notable  location  (CK). 

DOVES  THROUGH  LARKS 

Eurasian  Collared- Doves  were  engaged  in  a 
territorial  display  at  the  Belspring  area,  Pulas- 
ki 1 & 13  Apr  (CK,  Ray  Callahan),  and  one 
was  seen  16  Apr  at  Radford,  VA  (CK).  In 
Maryland,  the  species  is  still  decidedly  rare;  a 
Worcester  feeder  that  attracted  one  19  Apr-3 
May  provided  just  the  5th  or  6th  record  for 
the  state  and  the  2nd  for  the  county  (MLH). 
Virginia’s  4th  spring  White-winged  Dove  was 
at  Cape  Charles  10-13  May  Oimmy  Pruitt, 
TS,  ESB,  m.ob.).  The  Dulles  Airport,  Loudoun, 
Snowy  Owl  was  last  seen  17  Mar  (Justin 
Dysart,Jim  Emery,  m.ob.).  A Short-eared  Owl 
was  at  Elliott  Island  Rd.  20  Apr  (HEW,  LD); 
10  at  Rectortown,  Fauquier  were  last  reported 
10  Mar  (TMD). 

Chuck-will’s-widows  at  the  n.  edge  of  their 
range  on  Virginia's  Piedmont  included  one 
singing  at  Prince  William  Forest  Park,  Prince 
William  23  Apr+  QKe,  KG,  MR)  and  one  near 
Locust  Grove,  Orange  30  Apr  (PK).  Two 


Northern  Flickers  showing  at  least  some  red- 
dish coloration  in  remiges  were  banded  at 
Chino  21  & 26  Mar  QG).  Seventeen  reports 
of  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  from  13  locations 
13-29  May  reached  the  editor;  only  one  was 
away  from  the  Piedmont  or  Mountains  and 
Valleys;  23  May  at  Chine.  (PJM).  By  contrast, 
there  were  only  four  reports  of  Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher,  18-29  May,  all  in  Maryland.  Alder 
Flycatcher’s  migration  is  poorly  known  in  the 
Region;  thus  singing  birds  in  spring  away 
from  expected  breeding  areas  are  always  note- 
worthy. One  was  singing  at  Pocahontas  S.P, 
Chesteifield,  VA  (Wendy  Raiding);  one  was 
along  River  Rd.,  Montgomery,  MD  24-26  May 
(Jim  Green,  DP);  another  was  at  Fort  Hill 
Shopping  Center,  Lynchburg,  VA  28  May 
(Gene  Sattler).  One  of  winter’s  most  unusual 
finds  was  an  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  that 
wintered  along  the  James  R.  at  Richmond 
(Manchester),  last  reported  4 Mar  (Arun 
Bose).  The  Ft.  McHenry  Western  Kingbird 
that  has  spent  spring  and  part  of  summer  at 
Baltimore  for  four  years  returned  25  Apr  and 
was  reported  through  18  May  Ohn  Peters,  fide 
Keith  Eric  Costley  m.ob.).  A Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher  was  photographed  at  Townsend, 
Northampton  25  Apr  (Sheri  Yaros,  Tim  Dixon, 
TS,  ph.  ESB),  the  12th  for  that  county.  Log- 
gerhead Shrike  reports  were  all  from  Virginia; 
8 Mar  at  Chase  City,  Mecklenburg  (Grace  Mc- 
Crowell);  at  Sky  Meadows  S.P,  Fauquier  2 
Apr+,  with  a bird  seen  on  nest  (SB,  m.ob.); 
and  3 km  w.  of  Waverly,  Sussex  19  May  (SL, 
fide  PS). 

Common  Ravens  continue  to  march  east- 
ward, slowly.  Reports  from  areas  that  only  a 
few  years  ago  would  have  been  extremely 
noteworthy  are  becoming  more  expected.  At 
Richmond,  one  was  at  Commerce  Park  and 
Carter’s  Creek  Rd.  2 Mar  (Brent  65:  Jane 
Tarter);  one  was  heard  and  seen  at  Fort  C.  F 
Smith  Park,  Arlington,  VA  3 Mar  (VK);  one 
was  at  Great  Falls  N.P  4 May  (Ralph  Wall);  a 
nest  was  found  on  Maryland’s  Piedmont  on  a 
tower  in  se.  Frederick  19  Mar  (MH);  four  re- 
ports from  Howard,  MD — where  the  most  re- 
cent record  was  front  1978 — were  2 May  on  1- 


70  near  the  Cairoll  line  (HH);  6 May  at  Pa- 
tapsco  Valley  S.P.  (Bonnie  Ott  et  al.);  and  two 
other  reports  from  different  locations  27  May 
(fide  JSo).  Other  ravens  included  one  at  James 
River  S.P,  Buckingham,  VA  22  May  (SB)  and 
one  at  Kerr  Res.,  Mecklenburg  25  May  (Frank 
Enders).  There  were  two  reports  of  Philadel- 
phia Vireo  this  spring;  12  May  at  Rock  Cr. 
Park  (GM)  and  20  May  at  Smallwood  S.P, 
Charles  (GMJ).  A Horned  Lark  was  unexpect- 
ed at  Kenilworth  Park,  D.C.  14  May  (RH). 

SWALLOWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Two  Tree  Swallows  nests  examined  in  late  Apr 
tied  Virginia's  earliest  records  for  eggs,  one 
with  6 and  the  other  7,  both  Loudoun  23  Apr 
(RBC).  A Red-breasted  Nuthatch  was  late  at 
Idylwood  W.A.,  Caroline,  MD  28  May  (Glen 
Lovelace).  A Black-capped  Chickadee,  the  last 
of  the  winter  invasion,  was  caught  and  band- 
ed at  Chino  27  Mar  QG).  Brown-headed 
Nuthatches  are  at  the  n.  edge  of  their  range  on 
Maryland’s  Eastern  Shore,  specifically  at  Kent 
L,  Queen  Anne’s  and  also  in  Kent,  and  is  rare 
despite  seemingly  good,  extensive  habitat. 
Eastern  Neck  N.W.R.  has  perhaps  had  pairs 
continually,  and  there  were  several  reports 
from  there  this  spring,  all  around  the  Boxes 
Point  Trail.  Three  were  noted  12  Mar  (WGE, 
NLM),  2 on  2 Apr  (MH,  JLS),  one  on  22  Apr 
(WGE,  NLM),  and  two  pairs  with  two  active 
nests  were  discovered  13  May,  totaling  7 birds 
(WGE,  NLM).  At  Stevensville,  Queen  Anne’s,  3 
were  seen  26  Mar  (Holly  Merker).  Perhaps 
more  exciting  was  one  found  at  Ft.  Small- 
wood 27  Apr,  Aitne  Arundel’s  first  (HLW,  SR); 
lastly,  as  many  as  4 were  found  along  Lloyd 
Brown  Rd.,  Calvert  28  May,  with  an  ad.  seen 
feeding  young  (TB,  JK).  Another  interesting 
report  was  of  a nest-building  Brown  Creeper, 
well  documented  near  the  edge  of  the  Patap- 
sico  R.  at  Halethorp  Farms  Pond,  Baltimore  11 
Mar  (ph.  Brian  Sykes,  SA).  A Winter  Wren 
was  banded  at  Occoquan  N.W.R.  12  May 
Qoanna  Taylor).  A Sedge  Wren  was  at  Occo- 
quan N.W.R.  26  Mar  (KG,  JKe);  another  was 
at  Dyke  Marsh  5-6  May  (fide  KG);  and  one 
was  at  Rock  Creek  Park,  D.C.  5 May  (GM, 
BC).  A Marsh  Wren  was  noted  along  the 
North  R.  at  Route  42,  Rockingham  18  Apr 
(Dave  Nealon). 

A Bicknell’s  Thrash  was  seen  and  heard  at 
Upper  Watts  Branch  Park,  Montgomeiy  16 
May  (Paul  O’Brien);  2 were  banded  at  First 
Landing  S.P.  20  65:  22  May  Oku);  4 were  heard 
among  60  Swainson’s  and  50  Gray-cheeked 
Thrashes  an  hour  before  midnight  over  Bel 
Air,  Harford  25  May  (MH).  Another  Bicknell’s 
was  heard  singing  at  Rock  Creek  Park  27  May 
(GM,  BC).  These  dates — 16  through  27 
May — define  the  peak  of  spring  migration  for 


^ A The  Virginia  Society  of  Ornithology's  spring  foray  this  year  targeted  Northern  Saw-whet  Owls,  a scarce  breeder  in  the 
mJSistate,  with  only  four  previously  confirmed  records  of  nesting.  Some  125  locations  were  visited,  an  audio-lure  was 
broadcast,  and  there  were  responses  in  1 5 locations.  Sites  in  Giles  were  surveyed  28  Apr,  with  one  bird  located  (Mary  Ratliff). 
Two  observers  found  5 Saw-whets  6 May  at  stops  in  Montgomery  (CK,  Bruce  Grimes).  On  9 May,  two  observers  covered  sev- 
eral km  along  the  s.  portion  of  Skyline  Drive  in  Shenandoah  N.P.,  making  seven  stops  and  finding  3 owls,  one  in  Albemarle 
and  2 in  Augusta:  the  observers  also  noted  23  Whip-poor-wills  along  the  route  (Mark  T.  Adams,  Dave  Hogg).  Another  ob- 
server found  Saw-whets  on  Allegheny  Mt.,  Highland  9-13  May;  these  efforts  also  yielded  one  vocalizing  Long-eared  Owl 
10  May,  an  extremely  scarce  breeder  in  the  state  (JSp).  On  30  May,  Saw-whets  were  found  at  three  locations  in  Frederick  (Judy 
Palladinetti).  Breeding  was  not  confirmed  by  this  survey,  but  many  new  potential  breeding  locations  were  identified. 

My  thanks  to  Clair  Mellinger  for  information  summarized  here. 
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r A In  May,  as  part  of  the  Center  for  Conservation  Biology's  survey  of 
3 Golden-winged  and  Biue-winged  Warblers  in  w.  Virginia,  four  field 
technicians  surveyed  eight  counties:  Highland,  Bath,  Botetourt,  Rockbridge, 
Rockingham,  Green,  Albemarie,  and  Augusta  (fide  Mike  Smith),  in  totai,  32 
Golden-winged,  5 Biue-winged,  and  4 hybrid  warblers  were  located. 


Ceurrty 

Sale 

Results 

Highland 

16-19  May 

Golden-winged:  23  male,  2 female 

Blue-winged:  0 

Hybrid:  0 

Bath 

4-5  May 

Golden-winged:  6 male 

Blue-winged:  3 male 

Hybrid:  0 

Botetourt 

26-31  May 

Goiden-winged:  0 

Blue-winged:  1 male 

Hybrid:  3 

Rockbridge 

23/31  May 

Golden-winged:  1 

Blue-winged:  0 

Hybrid:  1 

Augusta 

22  .May 

Golden-winged:  0 

Blue-winged:  1 

Hybrid:  0 

this  scarce  and  clearly  declining  migrant  in 
the  Region.  A Wood  Thrush  at  Gloucester  Pt. 
19  Mar  was  a bit  early  even  for  this  early 
thrush  (Hayes  & Joyce  Williams).  The  Anne 
Arundel  Varied  Thrush  from  winter  was  seen 
through  26  Mar  (fide  GMJ).  An  American  Pip- 
it at  Mathias  Pt.,  Charles  23  May  was  late 
(GMJ). 

A few  wintering  warblers  survived  the  win- 
ter. The  Nashville  Warbler  at  Carroll  Park, 
Baltimore  was  last  seen  6 Apr  (Jim  Wilkinson); 
the  female  Black-throated  Blue  at  an  Arlington 
feeder  was  seen  through  21  Mar  (Linda  Fields, 
Alan  Schreck);  and  the  Yellow- throated  War- 
bler at  Indian  Head,  Charles  was  noted  2 Apr 
(Carol  Ghebelian).  An  Orange-crowned  War- 
bler was  banded  at  Chino  9 May  OO-  A 
Townsend’s  Warbler  was  discovered  10  May 
at  Seneca  Landing,  Montgomery  along  the  Po- 
tomac R.  (ph.  DCz).  Another  Townsend’s  had 
been  seen  upriver  at  Noland’s  Ferry  Rd.,  Fred- 
erick 2-6  Jan.  An  early  Ovenbird  was  early  at 
the  Great  Dismal  Swamp  N.W.R.,  Suffolk,  VA 
12  Mar  (DLH).  On  the  same  date,  a Louisiana 
Waterthrush  was  noted  early  at  Rapidan 
N.W.R.,  Madison,  VA  (Alex  Minarik).  A Ken- 
tucky Warbler  at  Cape  Charles  town  13  May 
was  a good  coastal  find  (TS).  Hooded  Warbler 
bested  its  early  date  for  Virginia,  heard  28  Mar 
at  Prince  William  Forest  Park  (PS,  SL). 


A Clay-colored  Sparrow  was  at 
Sky  Meadows  S.E  6 May,  only  the 
5 th  record  for  Virginia’s  Piedmont 
and  Fauquier's  2nd  (tSB).  A Ves- 
per Sparrow  at  Kenilworth  Park 
22-26  Apr  was  a good  find  (PP, 
RH)  but  paled  in  comparison  to 
the  Lark  Sparrow  seen  there  23 
May  (FF).  Henslow’s  Sparrows 
were  reported  from  Old  Legisla- 
tive Rd.,  Allegany  31  May,  a typical 
breeding  area  (Steve  Sanford). 
Two  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Spar- 
rows were  at  Swan  Harbor  26  May 
(ph.  MH).  A Lincoln’s  Sparrow 
was  banded  at  First  Landing  S.P. 
25  May  QRu),  the  only  report 
from  the  immediate  coast  of  the 
17  reports  between  29  Apr-25 
May.  A Gambel’s  White-crowned 
Sparrow  was  banded  at  Chino  12 
Apr  (JG).  A White-throated  Spar- 
row at  Cape  Charles  21  May  was 
late  for  the  coast  (Paul  E. 
Lehman).  A second-year  female 
Painted  Bunting  was  banded  at 
First  Landing  S.P.  11  May  ORu)- 
Two  Dickcissels  were  at  the  Vir- 
ginia Polytechnical  Institute  cam- 
pus 8 Mar  (N&MM). 

A male  Yellow-headed  Black- 
bird visited  a Kempsville,  Virginia  Beach  feed- 
er 20  Mar  (Gary  Schafran);  one  flew  over 
Staunton,  VA  21  May  (Pat  Lamer).  Rusty 


Blackbird  reports  were  predominantly  of  sin- 
gle-digit numbers  of  birds,  with  a few  excep- 
tions. Huntley  Meadows  had  a wintering 
flock  that  a 30  Mar  tally  had  as  600^-  (Mark 
Moran);  others  routinely  posted  numbers  be- 
tween 50-200.  The  Great  Dismal  Swamp 
N.W.R.  also  claimed  a few  triple-digit  reports 
(RLAk  et  al).  Red  Crossbills  were  seen  rou- 


tinely from  the  Confederate  Breastworks, 
straddling  the  Highland/Augusta  line,  with  as 
many  as  5 birds  seen,  the  last  report  30  Apr; 
also  in  Highland,  Red  Crossbills  visited  a feed- 
er at  Bear  Mt.  throughout  the  season.  A male 
White-winged  Crossbill  was  photographed  at 
a feeder  at  the  Ruffins  Pond  Subdivision, 
Spotsylvania  5 May  (ph.  Pat  Holland).  Four 
Evening  Grosbeaks  were  in  a Glen  Echo, 
Montgomery,  MD  yard  5 Apr  (Robert  P. 
Abrams).  In  Clapp’s  15  years  of  monitoring 
Eastern  Bluebird  boxes,  he  discovered  what  is 
possibly  North  America’s  first  truly  runt  egg 
(that  of  a House  Sparrow)  28  Apr;  such  eggs 
have  been  previously  recorded  in  Europe. 

Contributors  (subregional/county  compilers 
in  boldface):  Robert  L.  Ake  (RLAk),  Robert  L. 
Anderson  (RLAn),  Henry  T.  Armistead, 
Elaine  Arnold,  Stan  Arnold,  Frederick  At- 
wood (e.  Virginia),  Scott  Baron,  John  Bazuin 
(JBa),  Tyler  Bell,  Jeff  Blalock  (]Bl),  Michael  R. 
Boatwright  (cen.  Virginia),  Jim  Brighton 
(JBr),  Edward  S.  Brinkley,  Mike  Burchette,  J. 
B.  Churchill,  Roger  B.  Clapp,  Barry  Cooper,  J. 
Wallace  Coffey,  Dave  Czaplak  (DCz),  Lynn 
Davidson,  David  Davis,  H.  Fenton  Day,  Todd 
M.  Day,  Adam  D’Onofrio  (se.  Virginia),  Glen 
Eller,  Walter  G.  Ellison,  Fred  Fallon,  Kurt 
Gaskill,  Jim  Gruber,  Matt  Hafner,  Susan  A. 
Heath,  Robert  Hilton,  Mark  L.  Hoffman,  Hans 
Holbrook,  John  Hubbell,  Bill  Hubick,  David 
L.  Hughes,  Marshal!  J.  Iliff,  George  M.  Jett,  Jay 
Keller  0Ke)>  PhA  Kenny,  Clyde  Kessler,  Va- 
lerie Kitchens,  Jane  Kostenko  (JKo), 
Allen  Lamer,  YuLee  Lamer  (Augusta, 
VA),  Beverley  Leeuwenburg;  Jon  & B. 
J.  Little  0&bJL)>  Sharon  Lynn,  Gail 
Mackiernan,  Nancy  L.  Martin,  Roger 
& Linda  Mayhorn  (sw.  Virginia),  Sean 
McCandless,  Nicole  & Michael  McKe- 
own  (N&MM),  Larry  Meade,  Clair 
Mellinger,  Peter  J.  Metropulos,  Jim 
Minick,  Helen  Patton  (Montgomeiy, 
MD),  Paul  Pisano,  Elizabeth  L.  Pitney 
(Tri-Coimty  Bird  Club,  MD),  Dave 
Powell,  Kyle  Rambo,  Jan  Reese  QPs), 
Marc  Ribaudo,  Sue  Ricciardi.  Robert  E 
Ringler,  Les  Roslund,  Jethro  Runco 
ORu);  Norm  & Fran  Saunders,  Tom 
Saunders,  Eugene  J.  Scarpula,  Fred 
Shaffer,  John  Sherwood  OSh),  jo 
Solem  (JSo)  (Howard,  MD),  John 
Spahr  (JSp)  (w.  Virginia),  Janies  L.  Stasz,  C. 
Michael  Stinson  (s.-cen.  Virginia),  Doric  Stol- 
ley,  Paula  Sullivan  (n.  Virginia),  Brian  Taber 
(BTa),  Brenda  Tekin  (BTe),  Hal  L.  Wierenga, 
Bill  Williams  (Coastal  Virginia).  O 


Todd  M.  Day,  5118  Beaver  Dam  Road,  Jeffersonton,  Vir- 
ginia 22724,  (bli(vulture@aol.com) 


A Townsend's  Warbler  found  1 0 March  2006  (here)  at  Sycamore  Land- 
ing, Montgomery  County,  Maryland  was  24  kilometers  from  a Freder- 
ick County  site  that  had  held  a Townsend's  two  months  earlier — thus 
almost  certainly  a different  individual.  Photograph  by  Dave  Czaplak. 


VOLUME  60  (2006)  • NUMBER  3 


361 


Southern  Atlantic 


AJIigalofR  NWR 


Ricky  Davis 


This  spring’s  weather  was  generally  un- 
eventful, with  no  major  storms  or  sys- 
tems causing  any  problems  for  birds, 
resident  or  migratory.  Temperatures  were  av- 
erage early  and  late  but  slightly  lower  than  av- 
erage in  April.  Precipitation  levels,  however, 
remained  on  the  low  side,  with  dry  conditions 
continuing  through  much  of  the  period  for 
many  areas  of  the  Region,  especially  inland. 
With  this  lack  of  serious  weather  systems, 
very  few  migratory  events  were  mentioned,  so 
one  assumes  the  northward  migration  of  birds 
through  the  Region  proceeded  normally. 

Abbreviations:  C.  Hatt.  (Cape  Hatteras,  Dare, 
NC);  E.L.H.  (E.  L.  Huie  Land  Application  Fa- 
cility, Clayton,  GA);  H.B.S.P.  (Eluntington 
Beach  S.P.,  Georgetown,  SC);  Eloop.  (Hooper 
Lane,  Henderson,  NC);  Kennesaw  Mt.  (Ken- 
nesaw  Mt.  National  Battlefield  Park,  Cobh, 
GA);  Pea  1.  (Pea  Island  N.W.R.,  Dare,  NC); 
S.S.S.  (Savannah  Spoil  Site,  Jasper,  SC). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  WADERS 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  continued 
their  increasing  presence  in  the  Region  this 
spring.  Georgia  hosted  4 on  Little  St.  Simons 
1.  16  May  (NVL)  and  20  at  the  Altamaha 
W.M.A.  28  May  (BC,  m.ob.).  Elsewhere,  If 
were  in  a field  in  Beaufort,  NC  for  several  days 
at  least  until  16  May  (AM,  JR,  CD);  and  11 
were  seen  flying  southward  at  Isle  of  Palms, 
SC  23  May  (DA).  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese,  rare  in  the  mts.,  were  reported  from 
Brevard,  NC  11-18  Mar  (7;  TJ)  and  at  Table 
Rock  S.P,  SC  2 Apr  (one;  SS).  The  5 Cackling 
Geese  from  the  winter  near  Macon,  GA  were 
still  present  as  late  as  26  Mar  (BChu).  Linger- 
ing waterfowl  of  note  involved  5 American 
Wigeons  in  Transylvania,  NC  13  May  (NI),  2 
Northern  Shovelers  at  the  S.S.S.  16  May  (PS  et 
al),  the  wintering  Common  Eider  at  H.B.S.P 
21  May  (ST  et  al),  and  a male  Ruddy  Duck  at 
the  NCSU  dairy  farms.  Wake,  NC  22  May 
(DL).  Single  Surf  Scoters  were  rare  finds  in 
the  mts.  at  L.  Junaluska,  Haywood,  NC  3 Apr 


(WE  et  al.)  and  L.  Julian,  Buncombe,  NC  8 Apr 
(MW  et  ah).  Nesting  Hooded  Mergansers 
were  observed  at  Arrowhead,  Floyd,  GA  2 
May  (DR),  with  one  ad.  and  7 young  seen. 
This  report  provides  one  of  the  farthest  inland 
nesting  records  for  that  state.  Rare  spring 
Common  Mergansers  included  a “pair”  in  the 
French  Broad  R.,  Woodfin,  Buncombe,  NC  27 
Mar  (VS)  and  one  at  Brevard,  NC  19  Apr  (TJ). 
Also  rare  in  the  extreme  upper  Piedmont  of 
Georgia  was  the  nesting  report  of  a Pied-billed 
Grebe  and  3 chicks  at  Arrowhead,  Floyd  2 
May  (DR).  Eared  Grebes  mentioned  included 
2-3  at  the  E.L.H.  11-28  Mar  (Cl,  m.ob.),  one 
at  Long  Branch  Park,  L.  Hartwell,  GA  25  Mar 
(SSI),  and  one  at  the  C.  Hatt.  salt  pond  4 Mar 
(RD,  JP).  Of  interest  was  the  Aechmophorus 
grebe  seen  briefly  in  the  surf  at  Jekyll  L,  GA  4 
Mar  (RS);  there  is  only  one  previous  record  of 
Western  Grebe  from  that  state. 

Amazingly,  an  ad.  Yellow-nosed  Albatross 
was  discovered  sitting  on  the  beach  near  the 
point  at  C.  Hatt.  11  Apr  (P&NM,  JB,  B&JD; 
ML) — the  same  location  where  one  had  been 


Eleven  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  were  present  in  a 
cornfield  in  Beaufort  County,  North  Carolina  for  several 
days  (here  1 6 May  2006).  Photograph  by  Curtis  Dykstra. 


photographed  two  years  earlier,  to  the  day! 
The  only  other  state  record  is  of  a bird  pho- 
tographed just  5 km  offshore  from  this  point, 
5 Feb  2000.  What  was  presumably  the  same 
individual  was  noted  southward  flying  over 
Atlantic  Beach  two  days  later  on  13  Apr  (TL) 
and  remained  in  and  around  a Brown  Pelican 
colony  in  the  Core  Sound  area  late  Apr-r  (Sue 
Cameron).  This  season’s  pelagic  coverage  dur- 
ing the  latter  half  of  May  off  North  Carolina’s 
Outer  Banks  was  more  thorough  than  in  any 
previous  season,  with  almost  daily  trips 
aboard  the  new  Stomiy  Petrel  off  Hatteras  in 
addition  to  the  Country  Girl  from  Manteo. 
Tubenose  highlights  included  six  trips  with 
one  or  2 Herald  Petrels,  six  trips  with  one  to  3 
Pea’s  Petrels,  a Bermuda  Petrel  off  Hatteras  23 
May,  and  three  trips  with  up  to  4 Manx  Shear- 
waters (BPI).  A Sooty  Shearwater  off  Hatteras 
18  Mar  (BPI)  was  extremely  early,  as  most  of 
these  are  found  in  May  and  Jun  off  our  coast. 
That  same  trip  off  Hatteras  18  Mar  produced  a 


rather  impressive  count  of  60-r  Manx  Shear- 
waters (BPI).  European  Storm-Petrel  was 
again  found  this  spring,  with  one  or  2 off  Hat- 
teras 29  May  (S.  Howell  et  al.,  BPI).  After  last 
year’s  multiple  birds,  it  seems  that  the  species 
may  have  been  “overlooked”  off  our  Region  in 
late  spring!  Another  rarity  was  the  White- 
faced Storm-Petrel  observed  from  a cruise 
ship  off  of  C.  Hatt  27  May  (A&BDe).  The  bird, 
observed  well  as  it  “kangarooed”  close  to  the 
ship,  provided  the  earliest  report  for  the 
species  in  our  Region  by  almost  a month. 

Tropiebird  reports  included  3 White-taileds 
off  Hatteras  30  May  and  single  Red-billeds  off 
Hatteras  17,  22,  63:  29  May  (BPI).  Elsewhere, 
the  s.  coast  of  North  Carolina  got  its  first 
Brown  Booby  with  an  imm.  resting  on  the 
beach  at  Bald  Head  I.  25-26  Apr  (MDe,  RM). 
All  previous  sightings  of  this  species  have  been 
from  the  cen.  and  n.  coastal  areas.  American 
White  Pelicans  continued  to  make  news  in  the 
Region.  Noteworthy  inland  reports  involved  6 
at  the  Bradley  Unit,  Eufaula  N.W.R.,  GA  5 Mar 
(PF),  up  to  8 at  Jordan  L,  NC  5-14  Apr  (AP,  AJ 
et  al.,  JM  et  al.,  m.ob.),  5 at  Falls  L,  NC  16  Apr 
(RD),  and  one  over  the  North  Carolina  Zoo, 
Randolph,  NC  17  Apr  (SA).  Good  coastal  area 
counts  were  the  49  over  L.  Mattamuskeet,  NC 
15  Mar  (D&SD),  28  at  Bulls  L,  C.  Romain 
N.W.R.,  SC  18  Mar  (ND),  and  the  55-1-  at  An- 
drews L,  Brunswick,  GA  23  Apr  (BB  et  al., 
m.ob.).  Inland  Brown  Pelicans  are  very  rare  in 
the  Region,  so  7 at  L.  Murray,  SC  were  note- 
worthy 11  May  (IP,  AD).  Anhingas  seem  to  be 
wandering  farther  away  from  the  Coastal  Plain 
each  year.  This  spring,  the  farthest  inland  were 
2 over  Shamrock  L.,  Clayton,  GA  26  May  (CL 
et  al.)  and  one  over  Baker’s  Mt.,  Catawba,  NC 
13  May  (fide  DM).  Also  of  interest  was  the  dis- 
covery of  a nesting  colony  of  Anhingas  with 
lO-r  nests  at  a swamp  along  1-95  w.  of  Enfield, 
Halifax,  NC  25  May  (EE).  This  site  is  easily 
one  of  the  farthest  inland  in  that  state.  Magnif- 
icent Frigatebirds  staged  an  invasion  into  the 
Region  this  spring.  Multiple  reports  from 
North  Carolina’s  Outer  Banks  included  singles 
at  Kill  Devil  Hills  22  Apr  QL),  at  Buxton  15 
May  (imm.;  ph.  ESB,  GLA),  from  the  Hat- 
teras-Ocracoke  ferry  15  May  Qason  Andre),  at 
Hatteras  Inlet  18  May  (CD),  at  Frisco  20-21 
May  (imm.;  different  from  Buxton  bird;  ph. 
ESB),  at  Buxton  24-26  May  (LG,  BZ,  EH  et  al.), 
and  an  ad.  male  offshore  e.  of  Oregon  Inlet  20 
May  (BPI).  Elsewhere  singles  were  over  Core 
Sound  near  Davis,  NC  30  May  (/ideJF),  at  Sul- 
livan’s L,  SC  27  May  (WH),  and  at  Jekyll  L,  GA 
24  May  (DCh). 

Two  nesting  pairs  of  Great  Blue  Herons 
were  found  in  the  Brevard,  NC  area  this 
spring  (TJ,  m.ob.),  the  westernmost  breeders 
in  the  state.  Other  wandering  long-legged 
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waders  far  inland  included  a Snowy  Egret  at 
L.  Julian,  NC  21  Apr  (WF),  a Little  Blue 
Heron  at  L.  junaluska,  NC  8 Apr  (CW,  BO),  a 
Black-crowned  Night-Heron  off  Rte.  191  in 
Henderson,  NC  4 May  (MW,  BO),  and  a 
Glossy  Ibis  in  Bartow,  GA  28  Apr  (DV).  Note- 
worthy Reddish  Egrets  were  at  Bulls  1.,  SC  18 
Mar  {fide  ND),  at  Bear  Island  W.M.A.,  SC  8 
Apr  (ND),  and  at  Gould’s  Inlet,  GA  24  May 
(DCh).  Also,  what  must  be  a first  for  the  Re- 
gion was  the  flock  of  8 Reddish  Egrets  flying 
over  the  Altamaha  W.M.A.,  GA  6 May  (BL  et 
al.)!  Other  locally  unusual  wader  reports  in- 
volved a Roseate  Spoonbill  at  the  Santee 
Coastal  Reserve,  SC  20  May  (ND)  and  a 
Wood  Stork  over  the  Black  R.,  Clear  Run, 
Sampson,  NC  11  May  (GG). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  ALODS 

This  spring’s  Swallow-tailed  Kite  reports  from 
the  North  Carolina  Outer  Banks,  an  almost  an- 
nual phenomenon,  involved  4 at  Pea  1.15  Apr 
OBe  et  al.)  and  one  the  same  day  farther  s.  at 
the  Ocracoke  campground  (fide  JBe).  Locally 
rare  spring  sightings  of  Mississippi  Kite  in- 
cluded singles  over  Kennesaw  Mt.  1 May  (GB 
et  al.)  and  over  Jackson  Park,  Hendersonville, 
NC  29  May  (RSe,  JLi).  Also  very  early  were 
single  Mississippis  at  Congaree  Swamp  N.P., 
SC  28  Mar  (RC  et  al.)  and  Columbia,  SC  30 
Mar  (CE).  Late  Northern  Harriers  were  found 
at  Tanglewood  Park,  Clemmons,  NC  13  May 
(fide  LD)  and  at  Griffin,  GA  15  May  (EB).  Re- 
ports of  dark  calurus  Red-tailed  Hawks  in  the 
Region  have  increased  in  the  past  several  years; 
this  spring,  one  was  found  in  Forsyth,  NC  and 
brought  16  Mar  to  a rehabilitator  (JC),  with 
whom  it  died  22  Mar.  The  wintering  Rough- 
legged Hawk  at  Alligator  River  N.W.R.,  NC 
was  last  noted  3 Mar  (RD,  JP).  This  spring’s 
Golden  Eagle  sightings  involved  an  ad.  along 
the  causeway  at  L.  Mattamuskeet,  NC  27  Mar 
(GH)  and  one  near  Sparta,  Alleghany,  NC  2 
Apr  (fide  ED).  Late  was  a Merlin  at  the  S.S.S.  1 
May  (SC  et  al.).  A Black  Rail  pair  with  4-5  tiny 
chicks  was  found  near  Beaufort,  NC  19  May 
(ESB,  GLA  et  al.).  Most  unusual  was  an  appar- 
ently tired  Yellow  Rail  in  a moved  hayfield  in 
Rutherford  ton,  NC  28  Apr.  The  bird  was  taken 
to  UNC/Asheville,  where  it  was  released  in  a 
nearby  marshy  area  (fide  MW).  Reports  of  this 
species  in  the  w.  part  of  the  state  are  few  and 
far  between.  Other  inland  rail  reports  involved 
a Clapper  Rail  found  dead  in  downtown 
Goldsboro,  NC  27  Apr  (ED),  a Virginia  Rail 
four  feet  off  the  ground  in  a rhododendron 
thicket  at  Craggy  Gardens,  Buncombe,  NC  14 
May  (TD  et  al.),  and  a Sora  at  Hospital  Fields, 
Transylvania,  NC  30  Mar  (BM).  A Purple 
Gallinule  at  Spring  Creek  Preserve,  Whitfield, 
GA  24  Apr  (MM)  provided  only  about  the  3rd 


report  for  the  mts.  of  that  state.  In  North  Car- 
olina, where  the  species  is  extremely  hard  to 
find,  one  continued  at  L.  Medcalf,  Sunset 
Beach  15  Apr  (TP).  Inland  Common  Moorhen 
reports  of  note  included  an  excellent  count  of 
7 at  the  E.L.H.  26  May  (CL)  and  one  at  Jordan 
L.,  NC  7 May  (GT).  American  Coots  seemed  to 
linger  in  numbers  more  than  usual,  with 
counts  of  35  at  the  S.S.S.  16  May  (PS  et  al.)  and 
280  at  L.  Mattamuskeet,  NC  21  May  (RD)  be- 
ing exceptional.  Sandhill  Cranes  normally  mi- 
grate through  Georgia  each  spring;  thus  most 
unusual  was  the  dock  of  12-r  flying  northward 
high  over  1-40  in  Durham,  NC  2 Mar  (TD). 
Other  spring  migrant  cranes  somewhat  e.  of 
the  normal  migration  corridor  included  4 fly- 
ing northward  in  Greenville,  SC  16  Mar  QC) 
and  2 flying  past  Devil’s  Courthouse,  Transyl- 
vania, NC  23  Apr  (MW). 

Spring  American  Golden-Plovers  are  nor- 
mally hard  to  come  by,  but  all  three  states  re- 
ported them  this  season.  Georgia  had  four  re- 
ports, with  the  largest  count  being  of  4 along 
Douthit  Ferry  Rd.,  Bartow  26-28  Mar  (KB). 
Much  rarer  along  the  coast,  singles  were  at  Sa- 
vannah N.W.R.,  SC  28  Mar  (fide  SH)  and  at 
Wrightsville  Beach,  NC  19  Apr  QE).  North 
Carolina  got  its  2nd  Snowy  Plover  at  C.  Hatt. 
this  spring.  First  reported  25  May  (BLa),  it 
was  again  observed  27  May-t  (SHw,  PS  et  al.; 
m.ob.).  Of  interest  was  that  the  bird  was  very 
active  and  seemed  to  be  highly  territorial, 
driving  away  any  bird  that  was  nearby. 

Very  rare  was  a Willet  at  Hoop.  28-30  Apr 
(STs  et  al.),  providing  about  the  5th  report  for 
the  mountains.  Upland  Sandpiper  numbers 
seemed  about  average  for  the  spring,  with  the 
top  count  being  7 at  Hoop.  9 Apr  (V/F).  Quite 
rare  inland  in  the  Region,  2 Whimbrels  were 
good  finds  at  L.  Wheeler,  Raleigh,  NC  22  May 
(DL,  SSh).  Even  rarer  inland  were  the  11  Mar- 
bled Godwits  found  at  L.  Julian,  NC  19  Apr 
(WF,  BO,  MW,  JLi),  only  the  2nd  report  from 
the  mts.  of  that  state.  Semipalmated  Sand- 
piper is  among  the  most  common  transients 
but  rarely  counted.  Thus  of  interest  was  the 
total  of  10,958  tallied  on  South  I.,  Yawkey 
Wildlife  Center,  Georgetown,  SC  13  May  (ND 
et  al).  Inland  peep  counts  were  about  aver- 
age, but  numbers  of  White-rumped  Sand- 
pipers seemed  to  be  up  somewhat,  with  the 
best  totals  reported  being  15+  along  the 
French  Broad  R.,  Henderson,  NC  23  May 
(WF)  and  11  at  Sweetwater  Creek  S.P.,  GA  26 
May  (EB).  Our  Region  lies  e.  of  the  normal 
spring  migratory  route  of  Baird’s  Sandpiper, 
but  this  year  there  were  three  reports!  One 
was  found  along  the  French  Broad  R.,  Hen- 
derson, NC  23  May  (WF)  for  only  the  3rd 
spring  sighting  for  the  mountains.  One  at  Pea 
1.  26  May  (fide  ND)  would  furnish  only  about 


the  2nd  spring  coastal  report  for  that  state,  if 
documented  and  accepted.  In  Georgia,  one 
was  reported  the  same  day  at  Sweetwater 
Creek  S.P.  (EB).  There  were  three  reports  of 
Ruff  this  spring,  all  from  South  Carolina:  a 
male  at  Bulls  1.  18  Mar  (ND),  a female  at  San- 
tee Coastal  Reserve  30  Apr  (WH,  ND  et  al.), 
and  possibly  the  same  female  at  South  L, 
Yawkey  Wildlife  Center  13  May  (ND  et  al.), 
not  far  from  the  Santee  Coastal  Reserve.  It 
was  an  above-average  spring  for  Stilt  Sand- 
piper; 9 at  Pea  I.  15  May  (GLA,  ESB)  was  high 
for  the  season  there.  The  best  inland  Short- 
billed Dowitcher  report  involved  34  at  Taff 
Rd.,  Bartow,  GA  14  May  (PB  et  al.).  The  only 
Wilson’s  Phalaropes  reported  were  at  the 
Yawkey  Center,  Georgetown,  SC  23  Apr  (BMo, 
ND  et  al),  near  Savannah  N.W.R.,  SC  7 May 
(DC),  and  at  Rum  Creek  W.M.A.,  Monroe,  GA 
20  May  (fide  TJs).  Only  one  Red-necked 
Phalarope  was  found  onshore,  that  being  at  C. 
Hatt.  point  19  May  (CD  et  al.).  A Red 
Phalarope  in  breeding  plumage  off  Hatteras, 
NC  17  May  (BPI)  was  late.  Interestingly,  dur- 
ing the  strong  easterly  winds  15-20  May,  there 
was  a major  influx  of  both  phalaropes  be- 
tween New  York  and  Maine,  of  which  these 
two  birds  may  have  been  the  southernmost. 

A pelagic  trip  out  of  Hatteras,  NC  5 Mar 
produced  an  ad.  California,  2 Iceland  (one 
ad.),  and  10  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  (BPI). 
Inland  gulls  of  note  included  an  ad.  Herring  at 
the  New  R.,  Ashe,  NC  (D&SD),  a most  unusu- 
al report,  and  an  ad.  Great  Black-backed  at 
Rock  Hill,  SC  25  Mar  (TA).  Also  unexpected 
was  the  Sabine’s  Gull  that  flushed  from  the 
beach  at  C.  Hatt.  26  May  (BPe  et  al.).  Numbers 
of  migrant  Caspian  Terns  inland  were  down 
this  spring.  Three  Black  Terns  at  Bulls  1.,  SC 
18  Mar  (ND)  were  rather  early,  and  the  species 
continued  to  be  scarce  on  the  coast  and  off- 
shore. Noteworthy  inland  Forster’s  Tern  re- 
ports involved  15  at  L.  Thurmond,  SC  15  Apr 
OG)  et  al.),  12  at  Brevard,  NC  19  Apr  (TJ), 
and  2 over  the  New  R.,  Alleghany,  NC  1 1 May 
(HB).  Only  one  South  Polar  Skua  was  noted 
this  spring,  that  being  off  Hatteras,  NC  3 1 May 
(BPI).  Offshore  jaeger  numbers  were  down 
this  spring,  especially  Pomarines.  Single  Para- 
sitics  were  off  Hatteras  1 1 & 29  May  and  off 
Oregon  Inlet  20  May  (BPI).  An  ad.  female 
Common  Murre  was  found  beached  at  Folly 
Beach,  SC  2 May.  It  died  in  captivity  two 
weeks  later  and  is  now  in  the  Charleston  Mu- 
seum (WP).  This  record  most  likely  represents 
the  southernmost  confirmed  report  for  the  At- 
lantic Coast,  but  the  species  has  been  reported 
in  record-high  numbers  from  Massachusetts 
to  New  York  in  recent  seasons,  and  a single 
was  observed  off  Virginia  in  February  2006,  so 
more  Regional  records  may  be  forthcoming. 
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This  immature  Brown  Booby  was  found  on  the  beach  at  Bald  Head  Island,  North  Carolina  25-26  (here  25)  April  2006 — the 
first  documented  record  for  the  southern  coastal  area  of  that  state.  Photograph  by  Maureen  Dewire. 


DOVES  THROUGH  THRUSHES 

White-winged  Doves  were  reported  from 
Georgia  at  least  five  times,  with  the  farthest 
inland  being  singles  at  Blue  Ridge,  Fannin  27 
Apr  and  6 May  (TS)  and  Epworth,  Fannin  25 
May  (NS).  In  North  Carolina,  one  was  at  a 
feeder  in  Nags  Head  24  Apr  (SM,  JL),  and  2 
were  in  Beaufort  31  Mar  (SB).  Common 
Ground-Dove  is  one  of  the  more  “watched” 
species  in  the  Region,  as  populations  have 
been  steadily  declining  at  the  n.  edge  of  its 
range  for  several  decades.  Thus  a count  of  21 
in  one  area  inland  in  Thomaston,  GA  4 Mar 
(MB)  was  especially  encouraging.  Black- 
billed Cuckoos  were  reported  from  all  three 
states  this  spring,  and  as  usual  the  mts.  and 
coastal  areas  had  the  most.  The  most  interest- 
ing sighting  was  of  one  early  at  St.  Simons  1., 
GA  22  Apr  (LT  et  ah).  Two  reports  of  very  ear- 
ly Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  were  received,  with 
one  at  Davidson,  NC  9 Mar  (TLo)  and  one 
near  Meggett,  SC  1 1 Mar  (ND). 

Olive-sided  Flycatchers  had  a good  spring 
this  year,  with  singles  reported  near  Murphy, 
NC  12  May  (SK),  in  n.  Greenville,  SC  13  May 
QC),  at  Cochran  Shoals,  GA  16-17  May  (PH 
et  al,  m.ob.),  at  Townville,  SC  16  May  (LK), 
near  Busick,  Yuticcv,  NC  17  May  (GM),  at 
Chickamauga  National  Battlefield  Park,  GA 

22  May  (KC),  and  in  s.  Mechlenburg,  NC  22- 

23  May  (CH,  JBu).  An  Empidonax  found  at 
Congaree  Swamp  N.P.,  SC  5 Mar  (RC)  was 
photographed  and  voice-recorded.  The  bird 
had  yellow  on  the  throat  and  a definite 
teardrop-shaped  eye  ring.  It  was  determined, 
after  much  study,  to  be  a Yellow-bellied  Fly- 
catcher. The  sonograms  showed  enough  to 
rule  out  other  species,  including  the  Pacific- 
slope  and  Cordilleran  Flycatchers.  Thus  this 
bird  provided  the  first  documented 


winter/early  spring  record  n.  of  Florida.  Oth- 
er Empidonax  flycatcher  reports  of  note  in- 
cluded 2 Alders  at  Paulks  Pasture  W.M.A., 
Glynn,  GA  6 May  (GK),  a Willow  near  Wel- 
don, Halifax,  NC  1 May  (FF),  and  a Willow  at 
Fong  Feaf  Pine  Heritage  Preserve,  Lee,  SC  7 
May  (RC  et  al).  Nesting  Eastern  Phoebes  are 
normally  found  eastward  only  into  the  inner 
Coastal  Plain;  thus  of  interest  was  a nest  un- 
der a bridge  near  Albertson,  e.  Duplin,  NC  29 


May  (GG)  and  a pair  at  the  Voice  of  America 
site  (“A”)  in  Beaufort,  NC  17  May  (GFA, 
FSB).  A Gray  Kingbird  was  a good  find  along 
the  road  to  Harris  Neck  N.W.R.,  GA  23  Apr 
(BB  et  al),  somewhat  away  from  the  usual  s. 
coastal  locations  for  the  species.  Scissor-tailed 
Flycatchers  returned  to  the  McDonough,  GA 


site  27  Apr  (FR)  for  at  least  the  5th  year  in  a 
row.  Other  Georgia  sightings  involved  singles 
near  Cornelia,  Habersham  25  Apr  (fideJS)  and 
in  s.-cen.  Quitman  28  May  QS,  CF).  In  North 
Carolina,  one  was  present  at  Southern  Pines  7 
May-i-  (WI  et  al,  m.ob.). 

Very  early  Yellow-throated  Vireos  were  de- 
tected in  nw.  Atkinson,  GA  12  Mar  QFl,  EH) 
and  near  Fayetteville,  NC  the  next  day  (BP). 
A Bell’s  Vireo  was  photographed  at  Conyers, 
Rockdale,  GA  6 May  (EB)  and  should  provide 
about  the  3rd  documented  record  for  that 
state.  The  most  interesting  Warbling  Vireo  re- 
port was  of  2 at  Charleston,  SC  7 May  (CW); 
this  species  is  a decidedly  rare  spring  tran- 
sient along  the  coast.  Rare  for  the  mts.,  Fish 
Crows  were  noted  at  L.  Julian,  NC  3 Apr 
(WF)  and  at  Hoop.  29  Apr  (WF,  RD).  Com- 
mon Ravens  once  again  were  found  toward 
the  e.  in  North  Carolina,  with  one  in  Person 
30  Mar  (HE),  one  e.  of  F.  Norman  S.P.  29  May 
(TFo),  and  one  at  River  Park  North, 
Greenville  26  Apr  OSo).  Several  Cave  Swal- 
lows that  wintered  at  H.B.S.R  were  last  seen 
22  Mar  (PT  et  al.).  A pair  of  nesting  Brown- 
headed Nuthatches  was  located  at  Rabun 
Gap,  Rabun,  GA  2 May  (FR),  providing  most 
likely  a new  elevation  record  of  nesting  for 
that  state.  Exciting  was  the  pair  of  Brown 
Creepers  building  a nest  near  Burrell’s  Ford, 
Oconee,  SC  3-5  May  (FR),  for  a potential  first 


breeding  record  in  that  state.  Inland  wren  re- 
ports of  interest  included  4 Sedge  Wrens  and 
4 Marsh  Wrens  along  the  French  Broad  R., 
Henderson,  NC  12-13  May  (MW  et  al.,  WF) 
and  6 Marsh  Wrens  at  the  E.F.H.  2 Apr  (CF, 
JS).  The  thrush  migration  was  considered  to 
be  poor  over  most  of  the  Region,  although 


Reports  of  dark  Red-tailed  Hawks  have  increased  in  the  Southern  Atlantic  region  in  the  past  several  years. 
This  cakrus  Red-tailed  found  in  Forsyth  County,  North  Carolina  on  16  March  2006  was  taken  to  a local  wildlife 
rehabilitation  facility,  where  it  died  of  unknown  causes  22  March.  Photograph  by  Jean  Chamberlain. 
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this  impression  probably  has  more  to  do  with 
the  secretive  nature  of  forest  thrushes  and  the 
weather  conditions,  rather  than  the  birds’  ac- 
tual abundance.  Four  Swainson’s  Thrushes 
were  rather  early  at  Winnabow,  Brunswick, 
NC  24  Apr  (GM).  At  Mt.  Mitchell,  NC,  a 
Swainson’s  plus  17  Hermit  Thrushes  27  May 
(MW)  made  a good  tally;  the  latter  species  is 
a local  nester. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Always  of  interest,  Brewster’s  Warblers  were 
found  at  Mason  Farm,  Chapel  Hill,  NC  21  Apr 
(AK)  and  at  Jackson  Park,  Hendersonville,  NC 
23-24  Apr  (’WF  et  al).  Nashville  Warblers 
were  reported  in  average  numbers  this  spring, 
but  one  in  Columbia,  GA  17  Mar  (EH  et  al.) 
was  most  likely  a wintering  bird  rather  than  an 
early  migrant.  Other  warblers  that  were  proba- 
bly wintering  included  a Black-throated  Blue  at 
Jekyll  I.,  GA  23  Mar  (PF),  a Black-and-white  at 
Buxton,  NC  4 Mar  (RD,  JP,  KA),  an  Ovenbird 
on  Cumberland  L,  GA  9 Mar  (RS),  a Northern 
Waterthrush  in  Atkinson,  GA  (JFl,  EH),  and  a 
Yellow-breasted  Chat  on  Skidaway  I.,  GA  7 
Mar  (BR).  Two  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  on 
Mt.  Mitchell,  NC  27  May  (MW)  were  possibly 
lingering  and  not  just  late  migrants,  as  this 
species  has  been  found  there  in  summer  the 
past  several- years.  Several  truly  late  warblers 
included  a “territorial”  Black-throated  Green 
at  Raven  Rock  S.E,  NC  17  & 25  May  (PHa) 
and  a Bay-breasted  and  Blackpoll  in  the  C. 
Halt,  lighthouse  area  30  May  QS]).  A Cerulean 
Warbler  was  a good  find  along  the  Tar  R.,  Per- 
son, NC  10  May  (HL);  this  species  is  infre- 
quently found  away  from  the  localized  breed- 
ing areas  in  that  state.  A Worm-eating  Warbler 
found  at  Sosebee  Cove,  Union,  GA  2 Apr  (NS) 
was  very  early.  Locally  rare  around  Charlotte, 
Mecklenburg,  NC,  3 Swainson’s  Warblers  were 
located  21  May+  (TP,  m.ob.).  There  were  three 
Connecticut  Warbler  reports,  about  normal  for 
the  spring  season.  Singles  were  at  Jackson 
Park,  Hendersonville,  NC  13  May  (WF),  at 
Hospital  Fields,  Transylvania,  NC  14  May  (TJ), 
and  at  Chickamauga  National  Battlefield  Park, 
GA  22  May  (KC).  Mourning  Warblers  put  on 
an  even  better  showing,  with  single  birds  at 
Hospital  Fields,  NC  4 (EG)  & 14  May  (NSi),  at 
Carters  L.,  Murray,  GA  10-13  May  OSp),  at 
Ringgold,  Catoosa,  GA  21  May  (DH),  at  Jack- 
son  Park,  Hendersonville,  NC  21-27  May  (RSe 
et  al),  in  s.  Mecklenburg,  NC  22  May  (TP),  and 
at  Hamilton  Lakes  Park,  Greensboro,  NC  23- 
25  May  (HLi  et  al,  m.ob.).  The  Summer  Tan- 
ager  that  wintered  in  Whispering  Pines,  Moore, 
NC  was  last  noted  8 Mar  (SCb).  Western  Tan- 
ager  reports  included  the  wintering  bird  at  a 
feeder  in  York,  SC  remaining  until  at  least  12 
Mar  QG,  LG  et  al.)  and  one  in  a yard  in  South- 


ern Pines,  NCI  Apr  (WI). 

Rare  spring  sparrows  reported  were  a Clay- 
colored  at  a feeder  in  Lexington,  SC  1-2  May 
(AD),  a Lark  at  Sweetwater  Creek  S.E,  GA  8 
Apr  (CLo),  and  a Henslow’s  at  Glen  Cannon, 
Transylvania,  NC  19  Apr  (NSi).  Always  good 
finds  in  spring,  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  were 
found  in  w.  Raleigh,  NC  15  Mar  (AP),  at  Grif- 
fin, GA  24  Apr  (EB),  at  Conyers,  GA  30  Apr 
(EB),  and  at  Hospital  Fields,  Transylvania,  NC 
2 May  (NSi  et  al).  Late  White-crowned  Spar- 
row reports  included  one  at  Pea  I.  9 May  (BA) 
and  2 at  Southport,  NC  18  May  (GM).  Too 
early  for  migrants  were  the  Indigo  Bunting  at 
Chapel  Hill,  NC  12  Mar  (HM)  and  the  Paint- 
ed Bunting  at  Kinston,  NC  through  al!  of  Mar 
(BG).  Dickcissels  were  once  again  found  in  all 
three  states.  The  best  counts  were  of  the  6 


North  Carolina's  second  Snowy  Plover  (hut  first  to  be  docu- 
mented) was  present  on  the  beach  at  Cape  Hatteras  25 
(here  28)  May  through  the  first  week  of  June  2006. 

Photograph  by  Sidney  Maddock. 

back  at  North  R.  Farms,  Carteret,  NC  area  7 
May  OF  et  al),  4 at  Townville,  SC  16  May 
(LK),  4 along  Fagala  Rd.,  Murray,  GA  22  May 
QSp),  and  3 along  Brandon  Farm  Rd.,  Bartow, 
GA  5 May  (MD). 

Only  one  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  was 
mentioned  this  spring,  that  being  a male  pho- 
tographed at  Griffin,  GA  22  Mar  (PSa,  fide 
EB).  Also  a Rusty  Blackbird  was  rather  late  at 
Jackson  Park,  Hendersonville,  NC  30  Apr  (TP, 
RD).  The  male  Bullock’s  Oriole  that  was  pres- 
ent ata  feeder  n.  of  Pittsboro,  NC  since  Jan  re- 
mained until  at  least  7 Mar  (SCb).  Reports  of 
nesting  Baltimore  Orioles  away  from  the  mts. 
are  always  noteworthy;  thus  of  interest  was  a 
pair  building  a nest  along  Shimpock  Rd., 
Cabarrus,  NC  16  May  Qbu).  The  female  was 
noted  to  be  incubating  30  May.  This  season’s 
Red  Crossbill  reports  involved  2 in  White,  GA 
17  Apr  {fide  TM),  a pair  with  2 juvs.  in  nw. 
Fannin,  GA  26-27  Apr  (fide  TS),  5 at  the  feed- 
ers at  Snowbird  Lodge,  Graham,  NC  3-4  May 
(STs),  a pair  with  4 juvs.  at  Sky  Valley,  Rabun, 
GA  13  May  (CS),  18  in  a flock  n.  of  Mt. 
Mitchell,  NC  27  May  (MW),  and  5 at  Balsam 
Gap  near  Mt.  Mitchell,  NC  29  May  (WF). 


Corrigenda:  The  Little  Egret  reported  from 
Pea  1.  29  Aug  2005  (N.A.B.  60:  55)  was  not 
accepted  by  the  N.C.B.R.C.  and  should  be 
deleted.  The  4 Brown  Noddies  reported  out  of 
Charleston,  SC  17  Sep  2005  (N.A.B.  60:  56) 
should  have  been  reported  as  one  ad.  Brown 
Noddy  in  Georgia  waters. 
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The  weather  was  mostly  hot  and  dry  for 
much  of  the  season,  with  only  3.7  cm 
of  rain  during  March-April  in  the 
western  Panhandle.  Consequently,  there  were 
few  fallouts  reported,  and  those  few  were  mi- 
nor. Bob  Duncan  stated  that  it  was  “as  though 
migration  had  not  taken  place.”  The  only  po- 
tential mega-rarity  reported  was  Florida’s  first 
European  Flerring  Gull,  a subspecies  recently 
elevated  to  full-species  status  by  European 
authorities. 

Abbreviations/definitions:  N.S.R.A.  (North 
Shore  Recreation  Area,  Orange);  report  (any 
observation);  record  (only  reports  verifiable 
from  photograph,  videotape,  or  specimen  ev- 
idence). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FLAMINGO 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  continued 
their  colonization  of  the  peninsula,  with  160 
at  Gainesville,  Alachua  12  Apr  (DH),  3 at  St. 
Petersburg,  Pinellas  12  May  (EH),  20  at  Ocala, 
Marion  21  May  (BAn),  2 at  Lower  Wekiva  Riv- 
er Preserve  S.P.,  Lake/Seminole  24  May  (LoM), 
and  6 at  Cutler  Ridge,  Miami-Dade  25  May 
(RT).  In  contrast,  numbers  of  Fulvous 
Whistling-Ducks  seem  to  be  decreasing,  with 
only  three  reports:  5 at  St.  Marks  N.W.R., 
Wakulla  5 Apr  (AW),  one  at  a Polk  phosphate 
mine  11  May  (PF),  and  up  to  25  all  season  at 
Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  (HR).  Four  single 
Snow  Geese  were  reported,  3 singles  in  Bre- 
vard (DF)  and  one  at  Springhill  Road  W.T.P, 
Leon  14-29  Mar  (GM).  Northerly  Mottled 
Ducks  were  one  at  Tallahassee  accompanied 
by  an  apparent  Mottled  Duck  x Mallard  hybrid 
10  Apr  (ph.  SM)  and  2 at  Egans  Creek  Wet- 
lands, Nassau  12  Apr  QH).  An  apparent  drake 
Blue-winged  Teal  x Cinnamon  Teal  hybrid  was 
photographed  at  Viera  Wetlands,  Brevard  11 


Mar  (ABa),  while  a drake  Cinna- 
mon Teal  was  found  at  St.  Marks 
18  Mar  (TC).  Lingering  water- 
fowl  included  a Northern  Pintail 
at  Honeymoon  Island  S.P.,  Pinel- 
las 4 May  (WY),  45  Redheads  at 
Tierra  Verde,  Pinellas  13  May 
(BAh,  DP),  3 Ring-necked  Ducks 
at  Polk  mines  11  May  (PF),  2 
Greater  Scaup  at  St.  Marks  8 May 
ODo),  4 Lesser  Scaup  and  one 
Bufflehead  at  Springhill  Road  31 
May  (GM),  and  one  Surf  Scoter  at 
Merritt  Island  N.W.R.,  Brevard  29 
May  (TD). 

In  the  w.  Panhandle,  Pacific 
Loons  are  rare  but  regular.  This 
spring,  there  were  singles  at  Gulf 
Breeze,  Santa  Rosa  25  Mar  (PBa)  and  Destin, 
Okaloosa  21  May  (DWa).  A recently  detected 
pattern  is  the  cross-peninsula  migration  of 
Common  Loons;  this  spring,  Kratter  observed 
flocks  flying  northeastward  over  Gainesville 
60-120  min.  after  sunrise;  90%  of  the  loons 
were  in  alternate  plumage.  Top  counts  were 
117  on  22  Mar  and  193  on  5 Apr.  Nearby, 
Hintermister  saw  4 over  Cary  S.E,  Nassau  12 
Apr.  A Horned  Grebe  tarried  at  Ft.  Walton 
Beach  W.T.P.,  Okaloosa  through  24  May 
(MMy,  BD).  A pelagic  trip  off  Ponce  Inlet,  Vo- 
lusia 1 Apr  netted  2 Black-capped  Petrels  and 
one  White-tailed  Tropicbird  170  km  out,  and 
2 Band-rumped  Storm-Petrels — the  first  ver- 
ified off  Florida’s  Atlantic  coast — 135  km  out 
(BW,  MB).  Two  Leach’s  Storm-Petrels  were 
just  off  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Johns  R.,  Duval 
15  May  (RCl).  Another  White-tailed  Trop- 
icbird was  w.  of  Key  West,  Monroe  25  Apr 
(MGe,  DWi),  and  a Red-billed  Tropicbird 
was  salvaged  at  Boynton  Beach,  Palm  Beach 
19  Mar  (*UF45217; /ide  TW).  Sulids  at  Dry 
Tortugas  N.P.,  Monroe  included  17  Masked 
Booby  nests  in  Apr  (fide  MGa)  and  single 
Red-footed  Boobies  16  & 23  Apr  (MGa  et  al.). 
Atlantic  coastal  Brovm  Boobies  were  observed 
at  New  Smyrna  Beach,  Volusia  4 May  (fide 
MB),  off  Jacksonville,  Duval  15  May  (2;  RCl), 
and  off  Jupiter  Inlet,  Palm  Beach  31  May 
O&LH).  Brown  Pelicans  are  regular  inland  in 
the  cen.  pen.,  but  one  at  L.  Talquin,  Leon  1 
May  (SM)  was  noteworthy.  The  wintering 
Great  Cormorant  at  Orange  Park,  Duval  re- 
mained until  11  Mar  (BAh,  DP). 

There  were  20  American  Bitterns  at  Lake 
Apopka  N.S.R.A.  1 Mar  (HR),  while  one  tar- 
ried at  Florida  International  University,  Mia- 
mi-Dade 31  May  (BSc).  A Great  White  Heron 
near  Oak  Hill,  Volusia  18  May  had  been  pres- 
ent for  two  weeks  (MB).  Rare  inland  was  the 
imm.  Reddish  Egret  at  w.  Kendall,  Miami- 
Dade  8 May  QB).  A high  inland  count  of  27 


Yellow-crowned  Night-Herons  came  from 
Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  25  Apr  (HR).  Present 
for  several  years,  an  ad.  Scarlet  Ibis  (or  hy- 
brid/backcross)  at  Lakes  Park,  Ft.  Myers,  Lee 
attempted  to  breed  with  a White  Ibis  during 
May  (AM).  Casual  but  increasing  in  the  Pan- 
handle was  the  Glossy  Ibis  at  L.  Jackson,  Leon 
20  May  (HH).  Becoming  regular  in  Florida,  3 
White-faced  Ibis  remained  at  Micanopy, 
Alachua  through  22  Mar  (JH,  PBu  et  al.),  with 
another  at  Ft.  Walton  Beach  17  May  (MMy, 
BD).  Roseate  Spoonbills  bred  for  the  first  time 
at  Polk  mines,  with  three  active  nests  2 Apr 
(CGe)  and  11  ads.  in  the  colony  11  May  (PF). 
A Greater  Flamingo  near  Key  West  25  Apr 
(ABi)  may  have  been  a natural  vagrant. 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

After  more  than  800  trips  to  Lake  Apopka 
N.S.R.A.  since  Aug  1999,  Robinson  recorded 
his  high  count  of  113  Ospreys  17  May.  A pair 
of  Snail  Kites  again  bred  at  L.  Istokpoga,  High- 
lands in  Apr  (MMc),  while  a single  strayed  to 
Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve  S.P.,  Okeechobee 
14  May  (PM).  Four  Mississippi  Kites  at  Green 
Cove  Springs,  Clay  29  May  (RR  et  al.)  were  at 
the  se.  edge  of  their  range.  Lake  Apopka 
N.S.R.A.  hosted  170  Northern  Harriers  4 Mar 
(HR).  There  were  12  reports  of  16  Short- 
tailed Hawks  (7  dark,  5 light,  and  4 unspeci- 
fied), with  one  ne.  to  Fernandina  Beach,  Nas- 
sau 1 Apr  (PL).  Dark-morph  Swainson’s 
Hawks  were  identified  at  a Polk  mine  3 Mar 
(PF,  DB)  and  at  Southern  Glades  Wildlife  and 
Environmental  Area,  Miami-Dade  5 Mar 
(RD).  Curiously  expanding  their  range  north- 
ward, a Crested  Caracara  was  found  near 
Bithlo,  Orange  31  May  (GS).  Lingering  fal- 
cons included  a Merlin  at  Tate’s  Hell  S.E, 
Franklin  5 May  QS)  and  a Peregrine  Falcon  at 
Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  7 May  (HR). 

A Yellow  Rail  was  flushed  from  native 
prairies  at  Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve  5 Mar 
(PM);  several  have  been  flushed  there  in  the 
past  few  years.  A good  count  of  49  Purple 
Gallinules  came  from  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A. 
30  Apr  (HR).  Limpkins  have  mysteriously 
disappeared  from  much  of  their  n.  range  re- 
cently, so  the  report  of  a pair  with  5 fledglings 
at  L.  Munson,  Leon  12  Mar  (MH)  was  en- 
couraging. Meanwhile,  Limpkins  persist  at  St. 
Petersburg,  where  10  were  counted  at  Roo- 
sevelt Wetlands,  a recent  stormwater  con- 
trol/wetlands restoration  site,  14  May  (DM). 
Far  outside  the  species’  Florida  breeding 
range,  a Sandhill  Crane  enlivened  Ft.  Walton 
Beach  13  May  (LF),  and  another  was  seen 
southbound  high  over  the  Wakulla  R.,  Wakul- 
la 29  May  (MK). 

Good  counts  of  Black-bellied  Plovers  were 
60  at  Wemer-Boyce  Salt  Springs  S.E,  Pasco  21 
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r A A Seuthern  Lapwing  graced  St.  Marks  6 May-1 1 Jun  (TC  et  al.,  ph.).  Although  it  was  of  the  "correct"  subspecies 
J figroup  (ceyermensis)  to  be  a potential  vagrant  to  the  United  States,  the  species  is  kept  in  captivity,  and  so  questions 
of  provenance  arise.  The  cayennemis  group  now  breeds  north  to  Panama  and  has  recently  been  detected  numerous  times  in 
Costa  Rica,  Suriname,  and  s.  Caribbean  islands.  The  expansion  ofthe  species  at  the  n.  edge  of  its  range,  along  with  the  emerg- 
ing pattern  of  vagrancy  into  s.  Central  America  and  the  Caribbean,  will  be  important  to  monitor,  particularly  if  more  records 
ofthe  species  accrue  for  the  United  States. 


Apr  (KT)  and  145  at  Huguenot  Memorial 
Park,  Duval  11  May  (RCl);  one  inland  at 
Myakka  River  S.E,  Sarasota  27  May  (RS)  was 
late.  Ten  American  Golden-Plovers  enlivened 
Bald  Pt.  3 Mar  QDo),  with  4 others  in  Flagler 
5 Mar  (RS  et  al.)  and  one  at  St.  Marks  14  Apr 
(AW  et  al).  Plovers  at  Three  Rooker  1.,  Pinel- 
las included  32  Snowies,  23  Wilson’s,  and  32 
Pipings  7 Apr,  while  10  Snowies  and  10  Pip- 
ings were  nearby  at  Anclote  Bar,  Pasco  21  Apr 
(KT).  A Snowy  nest  was  found  at  Cape  Ro- 
mano, Collier  9 May  (DS).  Three  Wilson’s 
Plovers  were  on  territories  at  St.  Vincent 
N.W.R.,  Franklin  20  May  (BSt),  where  rare. 
Twenty-seven  Semipalmated  Plovers  were  in- 
land at  Polk  mines  11  May  (PF).  American 
Oystercatchers  are  rare  in  the  w.  Panhandle,  so 
singles  at  downtown  Pensacola,  Escambia  11 
Apr  (CB)  and  Destin  1 May  (PG),  plus  3 at 
Bayou  Grande,  Pensacola  20  Apr  (BD  et  al.) 
were  notable.  Representing  a slight  range  ex- 
tension, a pair  of  Black-necked  Stills  produced 
a chick  at  Seven  Springs,  Pasco  28  May  (KT). 
The  1110  American  Avocets  at  Polk  mines  2 
Apr  (CGe)  established  the  all-time  Florida 
high  count.  Other  avocet  reports  included  5 at 
St.  Vincent  I.  7 Apr  (TL),  9 at  Three  Rooker  1. 
20  May  (KT),  4 at  St.  Mark  27  May  (JDo,  JM), 
and  2 at  Bystre  L.,  Hernando  28  May  (MGa). 

The  count  of  76  Solitary  Sandpipers  at 
Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  7 May  (HR)  was  the 
state’s  2nd  highest.  Among  a smattering  of 
Upland  Sandpiper  reports  was  one  at  Graham 
10-11  May  (DR,  JH)  that  furnished  the  first 
for  Bradford.  Freeland  counted  35  Whimbrels 
at  Canaveral  N.S.,  Brevard  14  Apr.  A Marbled 
Godwit  at  Springhill  Road  11  Apr  (JC)  was 
casual  inland.  The  high  count  of  Red  Knots 
was  1000  at  Nassau  Sound,  Duval  1 Mar  (PL). 
Casual  inland,  a Sanderling  7 May  was  a sur- 
prise at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  (HR).  Sumter  is 
rarely  birded,  so  a visit  to  Center  Hill  and  the 
Green  Swamp  7 May  netted  Smith  county 
firsts  for  Solitary  Sandpiper  (one),  Semi- 
palmated Sandpiper  (12),  White-rumped 
Sandpiper  (one),  and  Stilt  Sandpiper  (2). 
White-rumped  Sandpipers  were  widespread, 
with  15  reports  of  46  individuals  28  Apr-28 
May.  The  highest  total  was  9 at  Springhill 
Road  23  May  (GM).  Peeps  at  Polk  mines 
numbered  12,000  on  5 Apr  and  6000  on  11 
May  (PF),  while  1100  Long-billed  Dowitch- 


ers  were  there  3 Mar  (PF,  DB).  Merritt  Island 
N.W.R.  supported  6000  Dunlin  3 Mar  (DF, 
MGa).  There  were  four  reports  totaling  8 
Buff-breasted  Sandpipers,  seemingly  higher 
than  typical,  including  4 at  Ft.  Walton  Beach 
20  Apr  (MMy,  BD)  and  2 at  Captiva  I.,  Lee  18 
May  (CE).  A somewhat  late  Wilson’s  Snipe 
was  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  7 May  (HR).  A 
flight  of  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  was  obvious 
20-26  May,  with  singles  at  Three  Rooker  1. 
and  Seven  Springs  (KT,  BPr),  2 at  Marathon, 
Monroe  (BM),  4 at  Springhill  Road  (AW),  and 
up  to  31  at  St.  Marks  (AW,  RM).  Single  Red- 
necked Phalaropes  were  in  n.  Escambia  (LC) 
and  at  Ft.  Walton  Beach  (BD,  WD),  both  20 
May. 

GULLS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

The  Tomoka  Landfill,  Volusia  was  the  hotspot 
for  rare  larids  this  season,  hosting  Florida’s 
first  European  Herring  Gull  and  an  imm.  Ice- 
land Gull  12  Mar  (]H  et  al).  Apparently  the 
highest  count  of  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  in 
the  New  World  was  established  when  Rosen- 
berg counted  395  at  Ft.  Lauderdale  28  Feb; 
other  reports  included  15  at  Crandon  Park 
Beach,  Miami-Dade  16  Mar  (RD)  and  singles 
at  Anclote  Bar  11  & 20  Apr  (KT),  Lower 
Matecumbe  Key,  Monroe  30  Apr  (DF),  and 
Longboat  Key,  Manatee  21  May  (RPe).  Three 
subad.  Common  Terns  lingered  at  Little  Es- 
tero  L,  Lee  through  23  May  (CE).  An  Arctic 
Tern  enlivened  the  Florida  Straits  w.  of  Key 
West  21  Apr  (MGa).  Seventeen  Least  Terns 
courting  at  Ponce  Inlet  (Volusia)  29  Mar  (MB) 
were  early  arrivals,  while  high  counts  includ- 
ed 115  atAnclote  Bar  11  Apr  (KT),45  over  an 
office  building  roof  near  Loughman,  Polk  27 
Apr  (KT),  and  60  over  an  Albertson’s  (grocery 
store)  roof  at  Bonita  Springs,  Lee  15  May 
(DS).  Early  and  late  Black  Tern  reports  were  2 
each  at  St.  Marks  16  Mar  (BB)  and  Ft.  George 
Inlet,  Duval  20  May  (PL).  An  imm.  Black 
Noddy  was  spied  at  Dry  Tortugas  26  Apr 
(ABi).  Unreported  last  year.  Black  Skimmers 
apparently  bred  in  mined  lands  near  Bartow, 
Polk  for  the  2nd  year;  this  year,  40  ads.  were 
found  (PF).  Thirty  other  skimmers  over  an 
office  building  near  Loughman  27  Apr  (KT) 
may  have  also  been  breeding. 

Four  White-winged  Doves  at  Bald  Pt.  13 
Apr-15  May  (JM,  JDo)  and  one  at  Weeki 


Wachee,  Hernando  8 May  (MGa)  may  have 
been  migrants,  but  3 at  St.  Petersburg  6 May+ 
(MW)  and  one  at  Altamonte  Springs,  Semi- 
nole 14  May  (GB)  were  probably  residents. 
Eighteen  Burrowing  Owls  were  censused  at 
the  far-isolated  “colony”  at  Eglin  A.F.B., 
Okaloosa  23  Apr  (LF).  Up  to  2 Caribbean 
Short-eared  Owls  visited  Dry  Tortugas  16-25 
Apr  (MGa).  A Lesser  Nighthawk  was  detect- 
ed at  St.  George  Island  S.P.,  Franklin  27  Apr 
QC).  A female  Antillean  Nighthawk  salvaged 
at  John  Pennekamp  S.P.,  Monroe  6 May  held 
one  egg  in  an  ovary  (*UF  45226;  fide  AKr) — 
the  first  verifiable  breeding  record  for  the  Up- 
per Keys.  Meanwhile,  a nighthawk  pho- 
tographed at  St.  George  I.  27  Apr  (AW)  was 
identified  as  an  Antillean  based  on  plumage 
features  (KK).  If  confirmed,  this  would  fur- 
nish the  first  record  of  Antillean  Nighthawk 
in  Florida  outside  the  Keys  or  extreme  se. 
mainland.  A dusk  survey  netted  33  Chuck- 
will’s-widows  at  Starkey  Wilderness  Park, 
Pasco  14  May  (KT).  A Buff-bellied  Humming- 
bird was  found  at  Fairchild  Tropical  Gardens, 
Miami-Dade  10  Mar  (LMa),  where  one  has 
wintered  previously.  An  active  Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird  nest  at  Kirby  Storter  Roadside 
Park,  Collier  7 May  (BSc,  SS)  was  at  the  s. 
edge  of  its  range.  Selasphorus  lingered  at  Or- 
lando through  3 Mar  (fide  BAn),  at  Valrico, 
Hillsborough  through  4 & 15  Mar  (SBa),  and 
at  Tallahassee  through  21  Mar  (C&NN).  The 
state-rare  Hairy  Woodpecker  was  detected  at 
Rainbow  Springs  S.E,  Marion  16  Mar  (JH)  and 
at  Tosohatchee  State  Reserve,  Orange  20  Mar 
(pair;  PHu). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWING 

Irregularly  detected  in  Florida,  a Willow  Fly- 
catcher sang  repeatedly  at  Bolen  Bluff  Trail, 
Alachua  9 Apr  (tBCa,  BE).  A singing  Least 
Flycatcher  at  Starkey  Wilderness  Park  1 Apr 
was  locally  rare  (KT);  one  wintering  at  Lake 
Apopka  N.S.R.A.  remained  through  19  Apr 
(HR),  while  one  at  Withlacoochee  S.E,  Her- 
nando 28  May  (MGa)  was  extremely  late.  An 
apparent  migrant  Vermilion  Flycatcher  was 
found  at  St.  Marks  N.W.R.  18  Mar  (TC);  none 
were  reported  during  winter.  Wintering  Ash- 
throated  Flycatchers  remained  at  Lake  Apop- 
ka N.S.R.A.  through  1 Mar  (2;  HR)  and  at  Ft. 
Walton  Beach  through  16  Mar  (MMy,  BD). 
Early  Great  Crested  Flycatchers  were  report- 
ed at  Tallahassee  3 Mar  (FR),  Weekiwachee 
Preserve,  Hernando  4 Mar  (A&BH),  and 
Alachua,  Alachua  10  Mar  (PBu).  The  2 
Brown-crested  Flycatchers  that  wintered  at 
Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  lingered  through  1 & 
5 Mar  (HR).  Single  La  Sagra’s  Flycatchers 
graced  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  S.E,  Miami- 
Dade  26-29  Mar  (RD)  and  20-22  Apr  (CW, 
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TM).  Other  wintering  tyrannids  at  Lake 
Apopka  N.S.R.A.  lingered  into  spring:  a Trop- 
ical Kingbird  until  24  May,  a Cassin’s  King- 
bird until  4 Mar,  34  Western  Kingbirds  until 
8 Mar  and  4 until  7 May,  and  4 Scissor-tailed 
Flycatchers  until  22  Mar  (HR,  SBe).  Newly 
discovered  roosts  near  Bartow  and  The  Vil- 
lages, Marion  contained  20  Western  King- 
birds 14  Mar  (TP),  and  41  Western  Kingbirds 
and  3 Scissor-taileds  31  Mar  0^0,  respec- 
tively. Westerns  tarried  at  Ft.  Walton  Beach  5 
May  and  Gulf  Breeze  16  May  (BD).  A Gray 
Kingbird  at  St.  George  1.  18  Mar  (AKn,  JM) 
was  early,  while  others  at  Tallahassee  29 
Apr-7  May  (RCa)  and  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A. 
14  May  (HR)  were  rare  inland. 

A wintering  Bell’s  Vireo  at  Southern  Glades 
remained  through  18  Mar  (RD  et  al.).  Early 
was  the  singing  Yellow-throated  Vireo  at  Mor- 
ris Bridge  Park,  Hillsborough  2 Mar  (BAh).  Ca- 
sual in  spring  were  the  Warbling  Vireo  at  Bald 
Pt.  4-5  May  ODo)  aid  the  Philadelphia  Vireo 
at  Sanibel  Lighthouse,  Lee  27  Apr  (VM).  A 
Black-whiskered  Vireo  at  Coconut  Pt.,  Brevard 
6 May  (ABa,  SH)  was  somewhat  out  of  range. 
Tree  Swallow  numbers  at  Lake  Apopka 
N.S.R.A.  peaked  at  71,000  on  10  Mar,  with  one 
remaining  until  24  May  (HR).  Cave  Swallows 
were  widespread,  with  12  reports  totaling  19 
birds,  most  or  all  of  the  subspecies  pelodoma. 
Multiple  counts  were  up  to  2 at  St.  Marks 
22-27  Mar  (RM  et  al.),  3 at  Bald  Pt.  11  Apr 
(GM),  2 at  Key  West  15  Apr  (MGa),  and  4 at 
Dry  Tortugas  16-27  Apr  (MGa).  A Barn  Swal- 
low was  early  at  Cape  Coral,  Lee  6 Mar  QG). 
while  one  heading  southward  past  Cayo  Costa 
S.P,  Lee  21  May  (CE)  may  have  been  lost. 

A Tufted  Titmouse  continued  at  A.D. 
Barnes  Park,  Miami-Dade  9-29  Apr  QB).  Lin- 
gering wrens  included  a House  at  Lake  Apop- 
ka N.S.R.A.  through  7 May  (HR),  a Winter  at 
O’Leno  S.P.,  Columbia  through  11  Mar  (BCh), 
and  a Marsh  at  L.  Jackson  9 May  (GM).  One 
or  more  Sedge  Wrens  sang  through  the  season 
at  Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve  (PM).  Single 
Wood  Thrushes  at  Orlando  11  Mar  (BPa)  and 
Tallahassee  26  Mar  (PHo)  were  early,  while  2 
at  Pt.  De  Soto  29  Apr  (BAh,  DP)  were  locally 
rare.  Thirty  thousand  American  Robins  were 
still  at  a St.  Petersburg  roost  4 Mar  (DM).  Two 
Common  Mynas  bred  at  Southern  Glades  4 
Apr  (RD),  while  a vanguard  single  at  St.  Pe- 
tersburg 29-30  Apr  (L&NS,  ph.)  established 
the  northwesternmost  record  in  Plorida.  Al- 
ways late  to  depart,  60  Cedar  Waxwings  tar- 
ried at  Altamonte  Springs  15  May  (PHu), 
while  30  others  remained  at  Mead  Garden, 
Winter  Park  until  20  May  (BAn  et  al.).  A 
strange-looking  Northern  Mockingbird  with 
flank  streaking  and  reduced  white  in  the 
wings  and  tail  at  Boca  Chica  Key,  Monroe  1 


Mar  (ph.  CGo)  was  thought  by  some  to  be  a 
Northern  Mockingbird  x Bahama  Mocking- 
bird hybrid. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

The  only  Golden-winged  Warbler  reported 
graced  Pt.  De  Soto  19-22  Apr  (LA,  PE  et  al.); 
a Brewster’s  Warbler  appeared  there  9 Apr 
(LA).  A small  warbler  fallout  was  noted  at  Ft. 
De  Soto  29  Apr,  with  15  Black-throated 
Blues,  85  Blackpolls,  20  Ovenbirds,  and  18 
Hoodeds  (BAh,  DP).  Warblers  at  Lake  Apop- 
ka N.S.R.A.  included  a Nashville  1 Mar,  2 
Palms  17  May,  73  Blackpolls  5 May,  17  Amer- 
ican Redstarts  3 May,  25  Northern  Wa- 
terthrushes  28  Apr,  and  75  Common  Yel- 
lowthroats  17  Mar  (HR).  Cape  Florida  sup- 
ported 83  Northern  Parulas  and  208  Western 
Palms  8 Mar,  305  Prairies  24  Mar,  and  228 
Common  Yellowthroats  26  Mar  (RD).  The 
“Migrant  Funnel’’  at  Green  Key,  Pasco  pro- 
duced 62  Cape  Mays  1 May,  31  Black-throat- 
ed Blues  30  Apr,  304  Blackpolls  29  Apr  and 
202  on  30  Apr,  and  24  American  Redstarts  29 
Apr  (KT,  BPr  et  al.).  A male  Cerulean  War- 
bler graced  Ft.  De  Soto  10-12  Apr  (LA  et  al), 
and  Smith  saw  2 Prothonotary  Warblers  there 
23  Mar.  Six  reports  of  Swainson’s  Warblers 
included  singles  that  struck  windows  at 
Wellington,  Palm  Beach  21  Mar  (*UF  45213; 
fide  AKr)  and  St.  Augustine,  St.  Johns  24  Mar 
(*UF  45185;  fide  AKr),  with  4 at  Cape  Flori- 
da 28  Mar  (RD).  Four  Connecticut  Warblers 
were  at  Wekiwa  Springs  S.P,  Orange  14  May 
(RPo  et  al.),  with  2 at  Hugh  Taylor  Birch  S.P, 
Broward  20  May  (BR).  Wilson’s  Warblers  en- 
livened Koucky  Park,  Leon  1 Mar  (RL)  and 
Ft.  De  Soto  18  Mar  (CGj).  A Canada  Warbler 
at  A.D.  Barnes  19  Apr  (RT)  furnished  the  sole 
report  of  this  scarce  migrant.  Up  to  9 Yellow- 
breasted Chats  were  on  territory  at  Lake 
Apopka  N.S.R.A.  by  season’s  end  (HR). 

A Summer  Tanager  at  Orlando  10  Mar 
(BPa)  was  very  early  or  wintering.  A female 
tanager  carrying  nesting  material  at  Babcock- 
Webb  W.M.A.  30  Mar  (B&LC)  established  the 
first  breeding  report  for  Charlotte.  A male 
zena  Western  Spindalis  graced  Everglades 
N.P.,  Miami-Dade  23-25  Apr  (PS  et  al,  ph. 
CW).  Lingering  sparrows  at  Lake  Apopka 
N.S.R.A.  included  Clay-colored  through  26 
Mar,  Lincoln’s  through  19  Apr,  and  Savannah 
and  Swamp  through  19  May  (HR).  Another 
Clay-colored  remained  at  Valrico  until  13  Apr 
(SBa).  Three  Henslow’s  Sparrows  sang  at 
Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve  6 Apr  (PM).  The 
latest  of  6 Lincoln’s  Sparrows  was  found  at  Ft. 
De  Soto  5 May  (CR).  A local  rarity  was  the 
White-throated  Sparrow  at  Ft.  De  Soto  9-29 
Apr  (LA  et  al.);  another  White-throated  tar- 
ried at  High  Springs,  Alachua  until  2 May 


(DR).  Robinson  tallied  340  Northern  Cardi- 
nals at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  17  Mar  and  8 
Painted  Buntings  5 Mar.  Other  Painted  re- 
ports included  a singing  male  at  Ft.  Walton 
Beach  17  May  (BD)  and  a female  at  Winter 
Park  through  20  May  (BAn).  Single  Dickeis- 
sels  were  found  at  three  sites,  while  up  to  4 
spent  the  season  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  be- 
ginning 28  Apr  (HR).  Good  numbers  of 
Bobolinks  were  found  in  the  pen.,  with 
14,000  at  Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  28  Apr  (HR), 
400  at  Merritt  Island  N.W.R.  28  Apr  (DF), 
850  at  St.  Augustine  4 May  QKe).  and  350  at 
Crystal  River  State  Buffer  Preserve,  Citrus  12 
May  QH,  DR).  Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  en- 
livened Homestead,  Miami-Dade  3-5  Mar 
(BM,  AH)  and  Ocoee,  Orange  8 Apr  (E&RN). 

There  were  15  reports  totaling  29  Shiny 
Cowbirds  statewide,  with  up  to  6 at  Dry  Tor- 
tugas 16-25  Apr  (MGa),  4 at  Alligator  Pt., 
Franklin  30  Apr  QM),  3 at  Bald  Pt.  7 May  QM, 
JDo),  and  duos  at  Key  West  15  Apr  (MGa), 
Lake  Apopka  N.S.R.A.  17  May  (HR),  Captiva 
1.  26  May  (VM),  and  Key  Largo  Hammocks 
State  Botanical  Site,  Monroe  24  May  (RT). 
Bronzed  Cowbirds  were  limited  to  Miami- 
Dade,  with  one  at  w.  Kendall  31  Mar  (JB)  and 
3 at  Homestead  9 May+  (LMa).  Seventeen  Or- 
chard Orioles  were  on  territory  at  Lake  Apop- 
ka N.S.R.A.  31  May  (HR).  Tallahassee’s  win- 
tering Bullock’s  Oriole  remained  until  1 1 Apr 
(FR  et  al.).  House  Finches  were  reported  in 
Citrus,  Dixie,  Duval  (bred),  Lafayette,  Orange, 
Pinellas  (bred),  Seminole,  and  Taylor.  Linger- 
ing finches  included  a Pine  Siskin  at  Colum- 
bia City,  Columbia  26  Mar  OKr)  aid  single 
American  Goldfinches  at  Lake  Apopka 
N.S.R.A.  7 May  (HR)  and  Winter  Park  11  May 
(BAn). 

UNESTABLISHED  EXOTICS 

Mandarin  Ducks  were  seen  copulating  at 
Madison,  Madison  25  Mar  (SM).  An  African 
Collared-Dove  (formerly  known  as  Ringed 
Turtle-Dove)  specimen  was  salvaged  at  Day- 
tona Beach  29  Mar  (*UF  45235;  fide  TW). 
The  male  Rose-ringed  Parakeet  at  Paisley, 
Lake  26  May  (CH)  and  the  Zebra  Finch  at 
Archer,  Alachua  14-16  Apr  (MMe)  were  pre- 
sumably local  escapees. 

Cited  observers  (members  of  the  Florida  Or- 
nithological Society  Field  Observations  Com- 
mittee in  boldface):  Brian  Ahern  (BAh), 
Bruce  Anderson  (BAn),  Lyn  Atherton,  Steve 
Backes  (SBa),  Peggy  Baker  (PBa),  Andy 
Bankert  (ABa),  Sam  Benedetto  (SBe),  Brad 
Bergstrom,  John  Boyd,  Greg  Bretz,  Adrian 
Binns  (ABi),  David  Brooke,  Michael  Brothers, 
Cheryl  Bunch,  Pat  Burns  (PBu),  Bob  Carroll 
(BCa),  Rodney  Cassidy  (RCa),  Laura  Catter- 
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ton,  Jim  Cavanagh,  Bruce  Christensen  (BCh), 
Roger  Clark  (RCl),  Buck  & Linda  Cooper, 
Tom  Curtis,  Robin  Diaz,  Jim  Dinsmore  ODO, 
Jack  Dozier  ODo),  Bob  Duncan,  Will  Dun- 
can, Thomas  Dunkerton,  Becky  Enneis,  Char- 
lie Ewell,  Paul  Eellers,  Lenny  Eenimore, 
David  Ereeland,  Murray  Gardler  (MGa), 
Patrick  Gault,  Chuck  Geanangel  (CGe),  Matt 
Gearheart  (MGe),  Colin  Gjervold  (CGj),  Carl 
Goodrich  (CGo),  Jon  Greenlaw  Jack  & Liz 
Hailman,  Erik  Haney,  A1  & Bev  Hansen,  Alex 
Harper,  Darrell  Hartman,  Michael  Hill,  Claire 
Hilliker,  Shirley  Hills,  John  Hintermister,  Pe- 
ter Homann  (PHo),  Harry  Hooper,  Paul  Hue- 


ber  (PHu),  Kevin  Karlson,  Jacqueline  Kern 
QKe),  Michael  Keys,  Alan  Knothe  (AKn), 
Andy  Kratter  (AKr),  Jerry  Krummrich  QKr), 
Patrick  Leary,  Rob  Lengacher,  Thom  Lewis, 
Lome  Malo  (LoM),  Larry  Manfredi  (LaM), 
Don  Margeson,  Anita  Marshall,  Sean  McCool, 
Vince  McGrath,  Ross  McGregor,  Mike  McMil- 
lian  (MMc),  Michael  Meisenburg  (MMe), 
Gail  Menk,  Paul  Miller,  Trey  Mitchell,  Bren- 
nan Mulrooney,  John  Murphy,  Mac  Myers 
(MMy),  Chris  tSr  Nicole  Newton,  Eric  & Re- 
becca Nichols,  Tom  Palmer,  Becky  Payne 
(BPa),  RuthEllen  Peipert  (RPe),  Richard 
Poole  (RPo),  David  Powell,  Bill  Pranty  (BPr), 


Matthew  L.  Holder 


Overall,  the  spring  in  Ontario  was 
warmer  than  normal,  with  cold 
nighttime  temperatures  in  early 
March  contrasting  with  warm  days.  With  the 
exception  of  cool  nights  in  the  first  few  days 
of  the  month  and  a cool  wet  spell  in  the  third 
week.  May  was  very  warm,  with  tempera- 
tures breaking  30°  C at  the  end  of  the  month. 
Despite  the  warm  temperatures,  numbers  of 
wintering  birds  were  found  lingering  in 
southern  locales  surprisingly  late  into  the 
spring.  The  regular  spring  overshoots  that 
birders  see  during  May  did  not  arrive  in  the 
usual  numbers,  inhibited  by  the  general  lack 
of  southerly  winds  during  the  first  half  of  the 
month.  However,  Ontario’s  spring  highlights 
were  rare  vagrants,  many  of  which  were  one- 
day  wonders,  including  Garganey,  Band- 
tailed Pigeon,  Black  Swift,  Painted  Bunting, 


and  Great-tailed  Grackle.  Rarer  shorebirds 
such  as  Wilson’s  Plover,  Black-necked  Stilt, 
and  Curlew  Sandpiper  also  tantalized  ob- 
servers with  short  visits  to  the  province. 

Abbreviations:  L.P.B.O.  (Long  Point  B.O., 
Norfolk)'  N.P.H  (Niagara  Peninsula  Hawk- 
watch,  Niagara)',  P.PB.A.  (Point  Pelee  Birding 
Area;  Point  Pelee  N.P  and  environs,  Essex); 
s.l.  (sewage  lago'ons);  T.C.B.O.  (Thunder 
Cape  B.O.,  Thunder  Bay).  Place  names  in  ital- 
ics refer  to  districts  and  regional  municipali- 
ties as  well  as  to  counties. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

A good  number  of  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  was  observed  throughout  the  province 
this  spring.  Two  were  at  Minesing,  Simcoe  13 
Mar  (DMi),  an  amazing  20  were  observed  at 
Rondeau,  Chatham-Kent  11  Mar  (BAM),  sur- 
passed by  the  22  at  Dry  L.,  Decewsville, 
Haldimand  25-26  Mar  0G)>  and  singles  were 
at  Beachville,  Oxford  15  Mar  0Ho)>  ne.  of 
Carlsbad  Springs,  Ottawa  26-31  Mar  (TAH, 
RC),  at  Cobden,  Renfrew  early  Apr-9  Apr 
(ME,'  CR),  in  Ottawa  2 Apr-3  May  (PW, 
m.ob.),  at  Ridgetown  s.l.,  Chatham-Kent  22 
Apr-13  May  (DSm  et  al.),  and  at  Algonquin 
PR,  Nipissing  4-20  May  (LT,  RGT  et  al.).  The 
two  small  flocks  of  Greater  White-fronted 
Geese  at  Hillman  Marsh,  Essex  during  the 
early  part  of  2006  were  last  seen  6 Mar  (AW 
et  al.),  and  4 were  there  22-27  Mar  (DJW  et 
al).  The  3 Ross’s  Geese  present  at  Hillman 
Marsh,  Essex  in  Eeb  were  last  seen  21  Mar 
(DJW  et  al.);  2 were  at  Ste-Rose,  Prescott-Rus- 
sell  5 Apr  (BDL),  and  2 others  were  in  Thun- 
der Bay  27  Mar,  moving  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Current  R.,  Thunder  Bay  10  Apr  (BM;  GWi). 
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Peggy  Powell,  Chris  Rasmussen,  Dotty  Rob- 
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Rosenberg,  Rex  Rowan,  Fran  Rutkovsky,  Pat 
St.  John,  Barbara  Schneider  (BSc),  Susan 
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Single  Ross’s  Geese  were  near  Manotick  Sta- 
tion, Ottawa  18  Apr  (TBe),  n.  of  Navan,  Ot- 
tawa 23  Apr  (TBe),  and  at  Winchester  s.l., 
Stormont-Dundas-Glengany  8 May  (RC).  The 
Brant  ne.  of  Carlsbad  Springs  6 Apr  was 
record  early  for  Ottawa  (H.  Tremblay).  Un- 
usual for  the  location,  a Trumpeter  Swan  was 
at  the  Tip  of  Long  Pt.,  Norfolk  1 May  (KGB, 
ODB).  The  maximum  count  for  Tundra  Swan 
for  the  spring  in  the  Pinery  PP  area,  Lambton 
was  15,000  (AR). 

A high  count  of  80  Wood  Ducks  was  at 
Hillman  Marsh,  Essex  10  Mar  (AW).  Single 
male  Eurasian  Wigeons  were  present  at 
Presqu’ile  P.P.,  Northumberland  10  Mar-18 
Apr  (DS),  at  Townsend  s.l.,  Haldimand  1 1 Mar 
(KGB,  MVB),  at  Hillman  Marsh,  Essex  on  11- 
16  Mar  (AJH,  RAH,  ACP  et  al),  30  Mar 
(DJW),  and  27  Apr-9  May  (RGT  et  al.),  at  Lee 
Brown  W.M.A.,  Noifolk  15  Mar-3  Apr  (RWW, 
TB),  at  Aylmer,  Elgin  21-25  Mar  (SR),  e.  of 
Bourget,  Prescott-Russell  2 Apr  (MT,  m.ob.),  at 
Neibauer’s  Marsh,  Wellington  14-16  Apr  QM), 
at  Rice  L.,  Peterborough  15  Apr  (PB,  CDJ),  at 
Oshawa  Second  Marsh,  Durham  23  Apr-8 
May  (AP,  m.ob.),  and  at  Chippewa,  Thunder 
Bay  26  Apr  (BM).  A Garganey  toured  s. 
Durham  5 May,  visiting  Thickson’s  Pt.,  then 
Oshawa  Second  Marsh  before  disappearing 
during  the  night  (DBa). 

Hillman  Marsh  hosted  high  numbers  of 
waterfowl  this  spring,  with  800  Northern  Pin- 
tail 8 Mar  (IMR,  AW)  and  1200  Green-winged 
Teal  11  Apr  (AW)  being  noteworthy  numbers. 
The  4th  and  5th  records  of  Eurasian  Teal  for 
the  P.PB.A.  were  represented  by  single  males 
at  Hillman  Marsb  31  Mar  (DJW)  and  7 May 
(BRH,  EWH  et  al.).  An  ad.  male  King  Eider 
was  off  Stoney  Creek,  Hamilton  22  Mar  (JG), 
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and  a female  was  there  23-26  Mar  (RZD).  A 
male  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  was  in  Ottawa  until 
at  least  1 1 Mar  (m.ob.). 

A Pacific  Loon  at  Pt.  Pelee  N.P  14  May 
(MKP  GB,  GC)  provided  the  PPB.A.  with  its 
9th  record.  A high  count  of  2270  Horned 
Grebes  was  at  Rondeau  PR,  Clifltliani-Kc?it  9 
Apr  (JTB),  and  663  Red-necked  Grebes  were 
tallied  off  Halton  and  Hamilton  2 Apr  (RZD, 
JW).  Single  Eared  Grebes  were  at  Toronto  13 
Apr  (NM,  NMcH)  and  at  Pt.  Pelee  N.P.  14  Apr 
(AW)  and  2 May  (GTH  et  al.).  The  PPB.A. 
had  up  to  16  American  White  Pelicans  17-20 
May,  split  between  Hillman  Marsh  and  Pt. 
Pelee  N.P  (TAH  et  al.).  Another  11  were  at 
Red  Bay,  Bnice  8 May  (fide  CC),  and  9 were  at 
Ashbridge’s  Bay  Park,  Toronto  31  May  (AD). 

Single  Snowy  Egrets  were  at  Hamilton  12 
Apr  (RZD),  at  Courtright,  Lambton  25  May 
(CRo,  GW,  JA,  POH),  at  Peacock  Pt.,  near 
Nanticoke,  Haldimand  28  May  (DG),  and  e. 
to  Kanata,  Ottawa  31  May  (SG,  TBe,  RC).  A 
Little  Blue  Heron  was  at  Tobermory,  Bruce  2 
May  OH**),  and  another  was  at  Toronto  17 
May  (NM,  AA).  A very  early  Cattle  Egret  was 
observed  flying  over  Hillman  Marsh,  Essex 
13  Apr  (AW),  and  others  were  at  St.  Clair 
National  Wildlife  Area  25-26  Apr  (JH), 
Amherst  L,  Lennox  and  Addington  5 May  (fide 
PG),  and  Milford,  Prince  Edward  15  May 
(fide  TS),  Pt.  Pelee  N.P.  hosted  an  ad.  Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Heron  5-10  May  (MBR  et 
al.).  A Black  Vulture  at  Rondeau  P.P, 
Chatham-Kent  4-5  May  was  well  watched  by 
many  observers. 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SANDPIPERS 

An  observer  looking  up  from  his  home  on 
Crosby  L.,  Leeds  and  Grenville,  identified  a 
Swallow-tailed  Kite  flying  along  the  shoreline 
31  May  (P.  Stothart);  another  was  at  Amherst- 
burg,  Essex  8 May  Oatttes  W.  Hunt).  Record- 
high  counts  of  eagles  were  noted  at  Beamer 
C.A.,  Niagara  1 Mar-15  May,  with  85  Bald  Ea- 
gles and  13  Golden  Eagles  (N.P.H.).  Single 
Gyrfalcons  were  at  Hare’s  Creek,  Manitoulin 
25-26  Mar  (ST),  at  Beamer  C.A.,  Niagara  17 
Mar  (N.P.H.),  and  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie  6 Apr 
(KMcI);  the  Gyrfalcon  seen  in  Ottawa  in  Feb 
was  still  present  29  Mar  (SA,  IW). 

The  Rainy  River  area  was  extremely  dry 
this  spring,  and  not  a single  Yellow  Rail  was 
noted  during  surveys  conducted  in  late  May 
and  early  Jun,  which  contrasted  sharply  with 
the  abundance  of  these  birds  during  2005 
(DHE).  Several  Whooping  Cranes  wandered 
through  Ontario  this  spring,  including  one 
reported  from  Chesley,  Grey  6 Apr  (S. 
Brownell),  another  associating  with  Sandhill 
Cranes  flying  over  Sault  Ste.  Marie  13  Apr 
(KMcl),  2 reported  from  Sandford,  York  14 


Apr  (JF),  and  2 that  spent  the  night  in  Peter- 
borough before  flying  s.  to  New  York  14-15 
Apr,  being  tracked  by  researchers  as  they 
went  (DB). 

A Wilson’s  Plover  first  reported  17  May  at 
Presqu’ile  PR,  Northumberland  (anonymous 
observer)  was  refound  26-27  May  (WG,  DM, 
m.ob.).  A Piping  Plover  banded  last  year  in 
Michigan  briefly  visited  Presqu’ile  PR, 
Northumberland  29-30  May  (DS),  and  an  un- 
banded individual  was  at  Windy  Pt.  on  Lake 
of  the  Woods  31  May  (DHE,  MCE,  AB.  JB). 
Two  Black-necked  Stilts  were  well  watched 
at  Brighton,  Northumberland  10-15  Apr 
(B&MR).  Two  American  Avocets  were  at 
Nonquon  s.L,  Durham  5-9  May  (BFA),  one 
was  at  Thunder  Bay  10  & 14-15  May  (AG), 
and  5 were  n.  of  Wheatley,  Chatham-Kent  15 
May  (BG).  The  American  Avocet  at  Hillman 
Marsh,  Essex  21  May  was  record  late  for  the 
PPB.A.  (m.ob.),  as  was  the  Upland  Sand- 
piper at  Pt.  Pelee  N.P  22  May  (IMR).  How- 
ever, also  at  Hillman  Marsh,  the  Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs  18-20  Mar  (AW  et  al.),  the  Hudson- 
ian  Godwit  27  Apr  (GBM),  and  the  Red- 
necked Phalarope  6-8  May  (AM  et  al.)  were 
all  rather  early.  P.RB.A.’s  2nd  spring  record  of 
Purple  Sandpiper  came  from  the  e.  side  of 
Wheatley  Harbour,  Chatham-Kent  29  Apr-1 
May  (AW  et  al.).  Townsend  s.L,  Haldimand 
hosted  a Curlew  Sandpiper  23  May-i-  QL, 
m.ob.).  A male  Ruff  was  at  Wallaceburg, 
Chatham-Kent  29  Apr-2  May  (LCo),  fol- 
lowed by  a female  there  8-10  May  (BAM);  a 
female  was  also  at  Alfred  s.l.,  Prescott-Russell 
19  May  (JBo). 

GULLS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Single  Laughing  Gulls  were  at  Pt.  Pelee  N.P.  9- 
13  (BDL  et  al.)  & 15-17  May  (AW,  MS  et  al.), 
at  Pelee  L,  Essex  14  & 16  May  (fide  PC),  at 
Rondeau  PR,  Chatham-Kent  13-16  May  0TB), 
at  Hillman  Marsh  18  May  (AJH,  RAH),  and  at 
Long  Pt.,  Noifolk  18  (KGB,  M’VB)  & 27  May 
(MDB).  An  imm.  Franklin’s  Gull  was  at 
Wheatley  Harbour  27  May  (AW),  and  6 were 
at  Windy  Pt.,  Rainy  River  31  May  (DHE, 
MCE,  AB,  JB).  Northumberland’s  12th  ever 
Black-headed  Gull  was  at  Cobourg  23  Apr 
(CEG).  An  ad.  Mew  Gull  w.  of  Wheatley  Har- 
bour 31  Mar  was  RP.B.A.’s  6th  record  (AW), 
and  an  imm.  California  Gull  was  at  Kingsville, 
Essex  20  Mar  (DJW).  A Ring-billed  Gull  in 
Thunder  Bay  9 Mar  (MC)  was  very  early  for 
the  district.  Ad.  Arctic  Terns  were  at  the  Tip  of 
Long  Pt.,  Noifolk  18  May  (RR,  SAM,  ODB, 
DRB)  and  at  Presqu’ile  PR,  Northumberland 
26  May  (FH).  The  207  Forster’s  Terns  in  the 
PPB.A.  29  Apr  was  a remarkable  high  count 
(AW),  and  the  imm.  Forster's  Tern  at 
Presqu’ile  RP.  26  May+  was  unusual  at  that  lo- 


cation (FH). 

Observers  at  Hullett  Provincial  Wildlife 
Area,  Huron  had  brief  but  good  views  of  a 
Band-tailed  Pigeon  before  it  flew  out  of  sight 
29  Mar  (LS  et  al.).  A Eurasian  Collared-Dove 
was  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Pt.,  Noifolk  25  May 
(MDB)  for  the  site’s  first  record,  and  a White- 
winged Dove  was  there  12-13  May  (MDB, 
ACK).  Snowy  Owls  and  Great  Gray  Owls  ap- 
peared at  many  locations  in  early  spring 
where  they  had  not  been  all  winter,  with 
many  lingering  well  into  the  season,  as  late  as 
mid-May  in  some  locations  in  s.  Ontario 
(m.ob.).  Rare  for  Rainy  River,  a displaying 
Long-eared  Owl  was  at  Atikokan  14  Apr 
(DHE,  DRE).  A Chuck-will’s-widow  at 
Wheatley  PR,  Chatham-Kent  1 May  furnished 
the  earliest  record  for  the  province  (AK);  one 
was  at  Rondeau  PR,  Chatham-Kent  9-31  May 
(RWW  et  al.). 

The  bird  of  the  spring  was  an  apparent 
Black  Swift  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Pt.,  Norfolk  21 
May  (SAM,  DRB,  HR).  The  bird  was  seen  well 
as  it  flew  with  a small  flock  of  Chimney  Swifts 
low  over  L.  Erie  and  appeared  larger  and 
wholly  blackish  without  pale  feathering  on 
the  throat;  this  would  represent  the  first 
record  for  Ontario  if  accepted  by  the  Ontario 
B.R.C.  Record-early  Ruby-throated  Hum- 
mingbirds were  observed  at  Pt.  Pelee  N.P  13 
Apr  (SER,  DRJD,  CM)  and  at  Algonquin  PR, 
Nipissing  17  Apr  (TW).  A Rufous/Allen’s 
Hummingbird  was  photographed  as  it  visited 
a Thunder  Bay  feeder  7-9  May  (S&MB);  there 
are  very  few  spring  records  of  the  species  from 
the  northeastern  quadrant  of  the  continent. 
Very  early  migrant  woodpeckers  at  Pt.  Pelee 
N.P  included  a Red-headed  Woodpecker  11 
Apr  (FJU)  and  a Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  23 
Mar  (AW). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Say’s  Phoebe  was  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Pt., 
Noifolk  28-29  Apr  (PHC,  MDB),  and  an  Ash- 
throated  Flycatcher  at  T.C.B.O.  was  an  excit- 
ing find  26  Apr  (ph.  JWo),  a first  for  n.  On- 
tario. The  first  Loggerhead  Shrike  seen  in  the 
PPB.A.  in  five  years  was  at  Pt.  Pelee  N.P  31 
Mar  (AW  et  al.).  A well-documented  Bell’s 
Vireo  was  at  Rondeau  PR,  Chatham-Kent  20 
May  (BAM,  SC);  a White-eyed  Vireo  at  Pt. 
Pelee  N.P  15  Apr  was  very  early  (AW);  and  a 
Red-eyed  Vireo  was  there  23  Apr  (SM,  RM).  A 
pair  of  Common  Ravens  in  Flamborough, 
Hamilton  5 Mar+  (RZD)  was  later  confirmed 
nesting  in  a quarry,  representing  the  first  con- 
firmed breeding  record  for  Hamilton.  The  Tip 
of  Pt.  Pelee  N.P  had  a very  early  Barn  Swallow 
31  Mar  (AW),  and  a Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  at 
Windsor,  Essex  1 Apr  (FJU)  was  also  signifi- 
cantly early.  The  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  in  Ot- 
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tawa  23  Apr  (MBo)  was  a rarity  for  the  area. 
A Boreal  Chickadee  was  a surprise  capture  at 
Prince  Edward  Pt.  B.O.,  Prince  Edward  18  Apr 
(fide  TS),  well  s.  of  their  breeding  range  in 
Ontario.  The  wintering  Townsends  Solitaire 
near  Kars,  Ottawa  stayed  through  at  least  1 1 
Mar  and  was  seen  again  nearby  1 Apr  (RN, 
SL).  Single  Varied  Thrushes  were  at  Verona, 
Frontenac  2 Mar  (/ideJGr),  at  Shallow  L.,  Grey 
3 Mar  (m.ob.),  at  Southampton,  Bruce  9 
Mar-28  Apr  (fide  MP),  and  at  Brooklin, 
Durham  mid-Mar-early  Apr  (R.  & A.  Mason); 
the  bird  wintering  at  Batchawana  Bay,  Algoma 
was  present  through  19  Apr  (m.ob.).  A Sage 
Thrasher  at  Chippewa  park.  Thunder  Bay  24 
May  was  a wonderful  addition  to  a birdathon 
big  day  (S65:MB,  RBr). 

Very  rare  in  Ottawa,  a singing  Blue-winged 
Warbler  established  a short-lived  territory  w. 
of  Dunrobin  16  May  (RH).  A Yellow-throated 
Warbler  was  at  Pt.  Pelee  N.P  10  May  (TT, 
DSk,  RWB),  and  a Kirtland’s  Warbler  was 
there  21  May  (AW  et  al).  A very  late  migrant 
Pine  Warbler  was  at  Pt.  Pelee  N.P  25  May 
(SM,  RM).  Although  it  was  not  relocated  by 
other  birders,  a singing  Swainson’s  Warbler 
at  Mount  Pleasant  Cemetery,  Toronto  12  May 
was  well  described  (AF).  The  Common  Yei- 
lowthroat  at  Windsor,  Essex  12  Apr  was 
record  early  for  Ontario  (FJU).  Summer  Tan- 
agers  overshooting  their  breeding  areas  s.  of 
the  Great  Lakes  were  not  as  numerous  this 
spring;  only  5 were  found  at  PP.B.A.,  up  to  5 
were  at  Rondeau  PR,  and  2 were  at  Long  Pt. 
in  May  (m.ob.). 

A well-described  Spotted  Towhee  visited  a 
feeder  in  Port  Hope,  Northumberland  29  Apr 
(L&AJ),  but  it  did  not  linger  long  enough  to 
allow  other  birders  to  see  it.  A Lark  Sparrow 
was  banded  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Pt.  26  Apr 
(PHC,  MDB),  and  Algonquin  PR’s  4th  Lark 
Sparrow  was  observed  at  a feeder,  associating 
with  Chipping  Sparrows,  12  May  (S&TO).  A 
Lark  Bunting  was  e.  of  Nipigon,  Thunder  Bay 
18-19  May  (SB).  Although  no  Le  Conte’s 
Sparrows  were  found  at  Pt.  Pelee  this  spring, 
one  was  at  South  Cayuga,  Haldimand  11  Apr 
(BS),  one  was  observed  at  Long  Pt.,  Norfolk 
26  Apr  (MDB,  PHC),  and  another  was  report- 
ed from  the  Toronto  Is.,  Toronto  23  May 
(NM).  Several  weeks  earlier  than  normal,  a 
Lincoln’s  Sparrow  arrived  at  Prince  Edward 
Pt.,  Prince  Edward  11  Apr  (fide  TS).  The  win- 
tering Harris’s  Sparrow  at  Holiday  Harbour, 
Chatharn-Kent  was  last  seen  28  Mar 
JNF  et  al.);  another  was  at  Pt.  Pelee  N.P  21 
May  (REL  et  al.).  A White-crowned  Sparrow 
at  Pt.  Pelee  N.P  20-21  Apr  was  very  early 
(AW).  A Chestnut-collared  Longspur  was  at 
Reesor  Pond,  York  25  May  (SLo  et  al);  there 
are  fewer  than  10  reports  of  this  species  for 


the  province. 

An  imm.  male  Blue  Grosbeak  was  at  Pt. 
Pelee  N.P.  15  May  (KS,  JN,  WK),  and  one  was 
at  Rondeau  PR,  Chatham-Kent  16  May 
(m.ob.).  An  imm.  male  Lazuli  Bunting  was 
captured  and  banded  at  Prince  Edward  Pt., 
Prince  Edward  23  May  (fide  TS),  for  the  coun- 
ty’s first  record,  and  remarkably,  a male  Paint- 
ed Bunting  was  in  the  n.  at  Sudbury  26  May 
(ph.  C&SM).  The  only  Dickcissels  reported 
this  spring  were  2 at  the  Tip  of  Long  Pt.  1 1 
May  (MDB).  A singing  Western  Meadowlark 
near  Port  Hope,  Northumberland  16  Mar 
(MB)  was  the  first  for  the  county  since  1995, 
while  the  first  in  the  PP.B.A.  since  1999  was 
at  Pt.  Pelee  N.P  15  May  (WGL,  KAM,  BSC, 
LC);  another  was  at  Long  Pt.,  Norfolk  23  May 
(SAM).  A Yellow-headed  Blackbird  success- 
fully wintered  e.  of  Embrun,  Prescott-Russell, 
lingering  through  at  least  12  Mar  (m.ob.); 
one  was  at  Toronto  29  Apr  (HC  et  al.),  and 
one  at  Presqu’ile  PR  21  May  was  a very  good 
sighting  for  Nor'thumberland  (ML  et  al.). 
Three  Brewer’s  Blackbirds  were  at  Stoney 
Creek,  Hamilton  12  Mar  (KAM),  and  single 
birds  were  at  Long  Pt.,  Norfolk  8-11  (SAM)  & 
20  Apr  (SAM,  RR),  Beamer  C.A.,  Niagara  26 
Apr  (BRH  et  al.),  Shrewsbury,  Chatham-Kent 
4 May  QTB),  and  Hillman  Marsh  7 May 
(GTH),  the  last  being  the  P.P.B.A.’s  2nd  spring 
record.  Ontario’s  5th  Great-tailed  Crackle 
was  at  Colchester,  Essex  8 May  (DJW).  An 
Orchard  Oriole  coming  to  a feeder  n.  of  Rainy 
River  31  May  was  a very  rare  sighting  for 
Rainy  River  (CG). 

An  unbanded  European  Goldfinch  at  Ear 
Ealls,  Thutrder  Bay  4 May  (GS)  and  an  un- 
banded Common  Chaffinch  at  Atikokan, 
Rainy  River  7 May  (DHE,  MCE)  were  pre- 
sumed to  be  escapees;  other  presumed  es- 
caped European  finches  were  reported  from 
several  locales  in  s.  Ontario.  Several  Hoary 
Redpolls  were  reported  across  Ontario  during 
the  spring,  but  the  individual  near  Leaming- 
ton, Essex  7-8  Mar  (HTO  et  al.)  provided  the 
P.PB.A.’s  5th  record.  Also  rare  in  the  s.,  an 
Evening  Grosbeak  was  at  the  Tip  of  Long  Pt., 
Norfolk  4 May  (KGB). 

Corrigenda:  In  the  spring  2005  report,  the 
Little  Blue  Herons  listed  on  20-25  and  27 
Apr-4  May  pertain  to  the  same  bird,  not  to 
different  birds.  The  American  Avocets  at 
Wheatley  Harbour  (12  on  28  Apr;  14  on  1 
May),  were  different  flocks,  not  an  increasing 
flock  as  published. 
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The  cool,  dry  March  meant  that  arrival  of 
migrants,  from  raptors  to  waterfowl, 
was  close  to  average.  Among  waterfowl, 
numbers  of  Ross’s  Geese  in  Ohio  continued  to 
be  seen  into  spring,  but  puddle  duck  numbers 
were  unremarkable,  other  than  for  Eurasian 
Wigeon.  Egret  news  was  mixed:  most  species 
were  scarce  in  the  western  parts  of  the  Region, 
but  several  highland  sites  posted  high  counts, 
and  Cattle  Egret,  a species  in  decline,  was 
widely  reported.  Mild  temperatures  and  mod- 
erate weather  in  April  allowed  songbirds  to 
pass  northward  with  few  hindrances,  but  rains 
that  began  in  May  arrested  migration  in  some 
areas:  38  species  of  warblers  were  reported 
from  northeastern  Ohio  alone. 

Abbreviations:  B.D.  (Bradford  Dam,  Bucks, 
PA);  Hoover  (Hoover  Res.,  Delawarc/Frcmklin, 
OH);  B.C.S.P  (Buck  Creek  S.P.,  Clark  OH); 
B.I.W.A.  (Big  Island  W.A.,  Marion,  OH); 
C.C.S.P.  (Caesar  Creek  S.P.,  Warrc/i/Grccne, 
OH);  Conneaut  (Conneaut  Harbor,  Ashtabula, 
OH);  C.V.N.R  (Cuyahoga  Valley  N.P,  Cuya- 
hoga/Summit  OH);  Headlands  (Headlands 
Beach  S.P.,  Lake,  OH);  Killbuck  (Killbuck 
Marsh  W.A.,  Wayne/Holmes  OH);  K.P.W.A. 
(Killdeer  Plains  W.A.,  Marion/Wyandol,  OH); 

L.B.L.  (Little  Blue  L,  Beaver,  PA);  LN.  (L. 
Nockamixon,  Bucks,  PA);  Longbrakes  (Long- 
brake  Wetlands,  Hardin,  OH);  Magee  (Magee 
Marsh  W.M.A.  and  Crane  Creek  S.P. 
Ottawa/Lucas,  OH);  M.C.W.M.A,  (Middle 
Creek  W.M.A.,  Lancaster/Lebanon,  PA);  Met- 
zger (Metzger  Marsh  W.M.A. , Lucas,  OH; 
O.N.W.R.  (Ottawa  N.W.R.,  Ottawa/Lucas, 
OH);  RI.S.R  (Presque  Isle  S.P,  Erie,  PA);  RN.R. 
(Powdermill  Nature  Reserve,  Westmoreland, 
PA);  PW.T.  (Penn  Warner  Tract,  Bucks,  PA); 
Shawnee  (Shawnee  S.E,  Scioto/Adams  OH); 
S.L.  (Somerset  L.,  Somerset,  PA);  Y.C.S.R  (Yel- 
low Creek  S.P,  Indiana,  PA) 


WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANES 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  reported  in 
Ohio  included  32  at  Funk  Bottoms  W.A.,  Ash- 
land 19  Mar  (J.  McCormac  et  ah),  up  to  18  in 


Warren  5-13  Mar  (C.  Mathena,  M.  Ream),  12 
at  L.  Rockwell,  Portage  5 Mar  Q-  Heflich  et 
ah),  and  50  at  K.RW.A.  15  Mar  (BZ).  A 7 Mar 
Ross’s  Goose  in  Paulding,  OH  (D.  6s:  M. 
Dunakin),  a county  first,  was  followed  by  sin- 
gles at  Slate  Run  Metropark,  Pickaway  16-19 
Mar  (A.  Haslage)  and  in  Auglaize,  OH  16-17 
Apr  0-  Bowers  et  al.).  Three  Ross’s  Geese  were 
at  M.C.W.M.A.  in  early  Mar  (fide  AH)  and  one 
at  L.  Ontelaunee,  Berks,  PA  11  Mar  (RK).  Up 
to  1 10,000  Snow  Geese  were  present  at 

M.C.W.M.A.  in  early  Mar  (fide  AH).  In  con- 
trast, the  w.  Snow  Goose  flight  was  especially 
weak,  with  scattered  singles  across  the  land- 
scape. One  individual  lingered  in  Tucker,  WV 
9-23  May  (C.  Rucker,  m.ob.).  A Cackling 
Goose  2 Apr  passed  a lakewatch  in  Lake,  OH 
(JP).  Little  comment  was  received  on  the  Tun- 
dra Swan  flight  other  than  a flock  of  100  over 


Shepardstown,  Jefferson,  WV  6 Mar  (E. 
Kirschbaum). 

Eurasian  Wigeons  were  well  reported:  sin- 
gle ad.  males  were  observed  through  8 Mar  at 
Walborn  Res.,  Stark,  OH  (C.  Fenstermaker  et 
al);  12  Mar  at  O.N.W.R.  0?);  f8-26  Mar  at 
Metzger  Marsh,  Lucas,  OH  (B.  Whan  et  al.,  N. 
Fensler  et  al);  16  Apr  at  the  nearby  Mallard 
Club  Marsh,  Lucas,  possibly  the  same  bird 
QP);  11  Apr  at  Killbuck,  OH  (A.  Yoder);  9-10 
Mar  at  RI.S.R  QM),  accompanied  by  a first- 
year  male;  and  17-21  Mar  in  Chester,  RA 
(m.ob.).  Although  an  occasional  vagrant  in 
the  w.  portion  of  the  Region,  the  origin  of  a 
banded  male  Cinnamon  Teal  at  B.D.  31  May 
was  deemed  problematic  (AM,  m.ob.).  A 
Eurasian  Teal  was  found  at  John  Heinz 

N.W.R.,  Philadelphia  in  early  Mar  (fide  AH). 
Both  scaup  posted  good  counts,  e.g.,  215 
Greater  Scaup  at  Forty  Fort,  Luzerne,  PA  25 
Mar  (SC),  10,000  scaup  (mostly  Lesser)  on 
Maumee  Bay,  Lucas  16  Apr  (JP),  and  12,000 
off  East  Harbor  S.R,  Ottawa  11  Mar  (JP).  The 


50  Canvasbacks  25  Mar  on  Archbold  Res., 
Fulton,  OH  0-  Diller)  and  45  at  S.L.  15  Mar 
(JPa)  were  strong  showings  inland.  A subpar 
Ring-necked  Duck  flight  saw  about  1000  at 
Killbuck  19-30  Mar  (SS,  BG).  A strong  flight 
of  Redheads  through  Ohio  involved  substan- 
tial flocks  at  many  reservoirs,  but  no  counts 
higher  than  the  400  at  C.C.S.R  15  Mar  Q- 
Lehman)  were  received.  A Bufflehead  lingered 
through  23  May  in  Wayne  (SS);  another  was  at 
L.N.  through  2 Jun  (DF).  The  25  Surf  Scoters 
across  Ohio’s  inland  reservoirs  was  normal, 
while  17  Surf  Scoters  in  Pennsylvania  12 
Mar-4  May  included  6 on  the  Ohio  R.  in  Al- 
legheny 14  Apr  (MV  et  al).  A White-winged 
Scoter  was  noted  18  Mar  in  Clinton  (LG),  and 
4 were  reported  across  Pennsylvania  25 
Mar-22  Apr  (m.ob.).  The  lone  Black  Scoter 
was  found  25  Apr  at  K.RW.A.  (M.  Misplon). 

Northeastern  Ohio  observers 
were  treated  to  a widespread  fall- 
out of  Long-tailed  Ducks:  9 in  the 
RichlandAMayne  area  24  Mar  (BG, 
G.  Cowell  et  al.),  8 in  Summit  29 
Mar  (GB),  and  4 in  Portage  that 
same  week  (LR).  Pennsylvania  re- 
ports were  led  by  17  at  Forty  Fort, 
Luzerne  25  Mar  (SC)  and  42  in 
Armstrong  27-28  Mar  Q-  & J- 
Valasek).  An  average  flight  of 
Red-breasted  Mergansers  was  re- 
ported, with  1038  at  Seneca  L., 
Noble  29  Mar  (BG)  the  high  tally 
inland.  The  Central  Basin  flight  in 
Lake  peaked  at  3600  9 Apr  QP)- 
The  declining  Northern  Bob- 
white  rarely  receives  comment, 
but  19  at  Crown  City  W.A.,  OH 
28  May  (DP),  in  Appalachia,  and  2 at  a feed- 
er in  Greater  Cleveland  18  Mar  (fide  CC)  were 
noteworthy.  Known  for  early  spring  forays 
into  suburban/urban  settings  of  Cleveland,  a 
Wild  Turkey  made  an  incongruous  sight  30 
Apr  on  the  Cleveland  lakefront  (SZ).  One  in  a 
Shaker  Heights,  OH  yard  in  late  Apr  remained 
into  the  summer  period  (C.  Fazio).  A Com- 
mon Loon  remained  on  Alpine  L.,  Preston, 
WV  (GF)  through  at  least  31  May;  60  at  Ap- 
ple Valley  L,  Knox  29  Mar  0-  Larson)  topped 
the  inland  reports.  A Red-throated  Loon  in 
Summit,  OH  5 Apr  was  the  only  one  reported 
(GB).  An  average  flight  of  Red-necked  Grebes 
saw  one  arrival  at  Alum  Creek  Res.,  Delaware, 
OH  18  Mar  Q-  Gerbacht,  S.  Tackett,  C. 
Wood).  No  flocks  greater  than  40  were  re- 
ported for  Horned  Grebe  in  Ohio.  Single 
Eared  Grebes  were  on  Upper  Sandusky  Res., 
Wyandot  24  Mar  (RC)  and  at  Conneaut  19 
Mar  OP). 

American  White  Pelicans  were  widespread 
but  not  especially  numerous  in  Ohio:  8 over 


This  male  Varied  Thrush  was  present  in  Boalsburg,  Centre  County, 
Pennsylvania  from  mid-March  (here  26  April)  through  1 May  2006. 
Photograph  by  Mark  Niessner. 


Ill 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


EASTERN  HIGHLANDS  & UPPER  OHIO  RIVER  VALLEY 


Pipe  Creek  W.A.,  Eiie  22  Apr  (B.  Cullen  et 
al);  3 at  Turtle  Creek  W.A.,  Ottawa  15  Apr 
(SY,  S.  Burris);  and  singles  at  East  Fork  S.E, 
Clermont  24-25  Mar  0-  Landon,  K.  Hutton), 
B.C.S.P.  7 Apr  (DO),  and  C.C.S.P.  17  Apr 
(RA).  The  600  Double-crested  Cormorants  on 
Hoover  29  Apr  (CB)  led  inland  reports,  al- 
though 11  on  the  New  R.  at  Hinton,  Summers, 
WV  20  Mar  was  a nice  local  tally  A 

Great  Cormorant  lingered  though  the  end  of 
May  at  Martins  Creek,  Northampton,  PA 
(RW).  A female  Anhinga  at  Exton,  Chester, 
PA  4 May  (C.  Chalfant,  N.  Pulcinella)  was  the 
first  one  photographically  documented  in 
that  state. 

An  early  American  Bittern  appeared  in 
Geauga,  OH  18  Mar  (B.  Townsend).  The  6 
Least  Bitterns  at  Conneaut  26  May  (SW)  and 
6 at  P.I.S.P.  14  May  were  part  of  the  annual 
late-May  flight.  A seasonal  total  of  25  Great 
Egrets  were  at  El.S.P.  1 Apr-24  May  (m.ob.). 
Cattle  Egrets  were  unusually  numerous;  1 1 in 
Fairfield,  OH  22  Apr  (J.  Watts),  10  in  Indiana, 
PA  24  Apr  (fide  AH),  6 in  Knox,  OH  20  Apr  (J. 
Capper,  B.  Hooper  et  al.),  3 in  Darke,  OH  20 
May  (fide  RS),  plus  singles  in  Lehigh,  PA  19 
May  (S.  Boyce),  at  PW.T.  13-18  Apr  (H.  Es- 
kin),  in  Clinton,  OH  14  Apr  (B.  Mitchell),  in 
Hocking,  OH  25  Apr  Q.  Fry),  and  at  Green- 
bottom  W.A.,  Cabell,  WV  9 Mar  (CEl),  the 
last  bird  quite  early.  A Tricolored  Heron  and  a 
Snowy  Egret  were  at  El.S.P.  29  May  QM).  The 
only  extralimital  Snowy  Egret  in  Ohio  was  at 
Conneaut  12  May  (CH).  Inland,  Ohio  Little 
Blue  Herons  appeared  in  Warren  19-23  May 
(M.  Ream,  RA),  Delaware  3 May  (K.  Davis), 
Richland  23  Apr  (R.  Troutman),  Lorain  10-15 
Apr  (D.  Jones,  D.  Sheldon,  m.ob.),  and  Con- 
neaut 12  Apr  (BG);  one  was  at  Greenbottom 
W.A.,  Cabell,  WV  23  May  0-  Tharp  11).  Little 
Blue  Herons  in  Pennsylvania  included  singles 
in  Berks  1 May  (T.  Clauser,  m.ob.),  at  B.D.  5 
May  (AM),  and  in  Washington  12-18  May 
(MV  et  al.).  The  Bexley,  Franklin,  OH  pair  of 
Yellow-crowned  Night-Herons  had  arrived  at 
their  nest  site  by  4 Apr  (P.  Unger).  Two  ads. 
were  noted  1 May  at  Killbuck,  where  they 
could  be  found  into  the  summer  period  (RR, 
SS,  m.ob.).  A Plegadis  ibis  was  reported  from 
Pickerel  Creek  W.A.,  Sandusky,  OH  20  May 
(S.  Corbo  et  al),  while  single  ad.  Glossy  Ibis 
appeared  at  Slate  Run  Metropark,  Pickaway  1- 
2 May  (G.  Stauffer,  B.  Powell)  and  Killbuck  7 
May  (Samuel  Weaver  et  al).  Fifteen  Glossy 
Ibis  were  at  M.C.W.M.A.  11  Mar  (ph.  RW) 
and  15  also  at  PW.T.  8 Apr  (DF).  An  early 
concentration  of  Turkey  Vultures  at  Chilli- 
cothe,  Ross  3 Mar  numbered  57  (T.  Bain),  ap- 
parently displacing  the  local  roost  of  Black 
Vultures,  which  had  peaked  at  80  birds  in 
winter.  Black  Vultures  continue  to  inch  their 


way  northward  in  cen.  Ohio,  with  several  re- 
ports received  from  Delaware,  and  are  in- 
creasing in  Preston  and  Monongalia,  WV  (GF). 
Up  to  80  Black  Vultures  came  to  a yard  every 
evening  in  Mar  for  handouts,  feeding 
amongst  chickens  at  Bangor,  Northampton,  PA 
(P.  Karner,  RW). 

Single  Swallow-tailed  Kites  were  seen  in 
Pennsylvania  at  Rose  Tree  Hawkwatch  near 
Media,  Delaware  20  Apr  (m.ob.)  and  near 
Easton,  Northampton  24  Apr  (A.  Koch).  Four 
Mississippi  Kites  in  Pennsylvania  included 
singles  at  S.  Eaton,  Luzerne  2 May  (WR), 
Reading,  Berks  5 May  (RK),  Keystone  Res., 
Westmoreland  20  May  (E  & B.  Haas,  m.ob.), 
and  Plumstead  Twp.,  Bucks  21  May  (B.  Web- 
ster). A dark-morph  Red-tailed  Hawk  was 
seen  at  El.S.P  31  Mar  OM)-  The  raptor  flight 
at  Conneaut  31  Mar  held  1644  Turkey  Vul- 


This  Little  Gull  at  Presque  Isle  State  Park,  Pennsylvania  30 
March  2006  was  one  of  up  to  six  present  there  this  spring. 
Photograph  by  Jerry  McWilliams. 


tures,  156  Sharp-shinned  Hawks,  114  Red- 
tailed Hawks,  12  Rough-legged  Hawks,  and 
85  American  Kestrels  (BG  et  al.),  while  on  22 
Apr,  17  Ospreys,  a Golden  Eagle,  117  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawks,  and  1073  Broad-winged 
Hawks  (BG  et  al.)  were  tallied.  Single  Golden 
Eagles  were  also  reported  from  K.EW.A.  12 
Mar  (BWa)  and  adjacent  B.I.W.A.  2 Apr  (K.  & 
J.  Davis).  A spring  total  of  149  Golden  Eagles 
at  Tussey  Mt.  Hawkwatch,  Himtingdon/Centre, 
PA  was  about  average  (G.  Gould),  and  a late 
one  was  seen  in  Indiana,  PA  17  May  (M.  Cun- 
kleman).  Several  undetailed  reports  of  ex- 
traordinarily early  Broad-winged  Hawk  were 
received;  well  documented  was  one  in  Sum- 
mers, WV  7 Apr  O&JP)-  A Merlin  pair  was 
found  defending  a territory  in  Bradford,  Mc- 
Kean, PA  5 May  (L.  Ostrander);  details  on  the 
states  first  nesting  will  follow  in  the  next  re- 
port. 

The  pair  of  King  Rails  at  Magee  was  ob- 
served copulating  23  May  (fide  MW).  A Com- 
mon Moorhen  at  McClintic  W.A.,  Mason,  WV 
23  May  (G.  Rankin)  was  locally  rare.  Ameri- 
can Coot  failed  to  elicit  comment  in  Ohio  be- 
yond the  500  on  Wellington  Res.,  Lorain  13 
Apr  and  1000  at  B.I.W.A.  the  same  day  (CB,  B. 


Simpson);  up  to  557  at  Y.C.S.P.  in  Apr  was 
considered  a notably  high  number.  Sandhill 
Cranes  went  mostly  unreported  other  than  in 
small  numbers,  exceptions  being  an  amazing 
53  over  State  College,  Centre,  PA  6 Mar  (W. 
Cottrell,  fide  D.  Brauning)  and  55  total 
recorded  in  the  Erie/Crawford  area.  Early  were 
2 at  Greenbottom  W.A.,  Mason,  WV  9 Mar 
(CEl);  4 over  Hinckley,  Medina  6 May  (GL) 
were  locally  rare;  and  5 loafed  at  Magee  3-13 
May  (fide  MW).  Ohio  breeders  continue  to  re- 
claim ancestral  range,  as  evidenced  by  16  at 
Funk  Bottoms,  Ashland  29  May  (DPI). 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH 
HUMMINGBIRDS 

There  was  a strong,  widespread  flight  of 
Semipahnated  Plover,  led  by  104  at  Conejo- 
hela  Flats  25  May  (DH).  Sample  concentra- 
tions in  Ohio  include  95  at  B.C.S.P.  6 May 
(DO),  44  at  Killbuck  13  May  (GH),  42  at 
Funk  Bottoms  W.A.,  Ashland  17  May  (SS), 
and  56  in  Wyandot  27  May  (RC).  Eight  were 
at  a single  Berkeley  site  in  the  panhandle  of 
West  Virginia  24  May  (M.  Orsie).  A modest 
flight  of  American  Golden-Plovers  was  re- 
ported for  Ohio,  where  400  were  found  in 
Hardin  21  Apr  (RC).  American  Avocets  were 
largely  missed  in  Ohio,  with  a mere  5 at 
B.C.S.P  22  Apr  (DO)  the  only  report.  Arrivals 
in  Ohio  of  Greater  Yellowlegs  12  Mar  in 
Wayne  (BG)  and  Lesser  Yellowlegs  13  Mar  in 
Scioto  (BS)  were  within  expectations  and  re- 
flected the  overall  average  timing  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  shorebird  migration  this  sea- 
son. Record  numbers  of  Willets  were  led  by 
57  at  C.C.S.P.  29  Apr  (RA,  LG  et  al),  sur- 
passing a typical  seasonal  total  for  the  state. 
In  the  Highlands,  16  on  the  Allegheny  R.  at 
Fox  Chapel,  Allegheny,  PA  5 May  (D.  Yagusic 
et  al.)  and  2 at  Bluestone  R.,  Summers  21  May 
O&JP)  were  good  finds.  The  only  flock  of 
Whimbrels  reported  was  47  at  Longbrakes  24 
May  (BWa);  singles  in  Pennsylvania,  unusual 
away  from  El.S.P,  were  at  L.B.L.  21  May  (MV, 
George  Malosh)  and  Berlin,  Somerset  23  May 
(]Pa),  a county  first.  The  10  Ruddy  Turn- 
stones at  Longbrakes  24  May  (BWa)  fur- 
nished a rare  double-digit  tally  inland.  Red 
Knots  only  make  brief  appearances  in  Ohio: 
2 at  Headlands  (RH)  and  3 at  Conneaut 
(CH),  both  25  May.  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  nor- 
mally reported  in  the  thousands  in  w.  Ohio, 
was  scarce,  with  just  150  each  in  Longbrakes 
21  Apr  (RC);  an  early  report  came  from 
Scioto  11  Mar  (BS).  Six  early  Least  Sandpipers 
were  at  L.  Arthur,  Butler,  PA  11-12  Mar 
(m.ob.);  181  at  B.D.  11  May  (AM)  and  70  at 
B.C.S.P  6 May  (DO)  were  modest  tallies. 
Eighteen  White-rumped  Sandpipers  at  Cone- 
johela  Flats  25  May  made  a good  count  (DH). 
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Inland,  no  more  than  300  Dunlins  were  re- 
ported at  Longbrakes  22  May  (RC),  while  the 

O. N.W.R.  flock  peaked  10  May  at  1830,  with 
some  1400  remaining  in  Lucas  27  May 
(B.S.B.O.).  Some  150  Semipalmated  Sand- 
pipers were  at  Conneaut  29  May  (MV).  A 
Ruff  at  Sandy  Ridge,  Lorain  17-26  Apr  Q- 
Mizanin,  CC,  m.ob.)  was  a bright  spot  in  an 
otherwise  dull  shorebird  season.  A Stilt  Sand- 
piper at  the  Longbrakes  14-16  Apr  (RC)  was 
accompanied  by  4 early  Short-billed  Dow- 
itchers  on  the  last  date.  The  best  tally  of  67 
Short-billeds  came  18  May  at  L.B.L.  (MV), 
and  a Long-billed  Dowitcher  was  reported 
from  B.C.S.R  6 May  (DO).  Wilson’s 
Phalarope  arrival  was  marked  by  one  at  Pick- 
erel Creek  W.A.,  Sandusky  24  Apr  (VF);  the 
last  migrant  was  reported  at  P.I.S.P  26  May 
OM,  BC).  One  at  Longbrakes  6 May  (RC) 
grew  to  3 by  season’s  end  (m.ob.).  Two 
Red-necked  Phalaropes  were  at  the  Im- 
perial Grasslands,  Allegheny,  PA  19-21 
May  (MV  et  al.),  Conejohela  Flats  25 
May  (DH),  and  at  Killbuck,  OH  13-17 
May  (GH);  one  was  at  Headlands  14 
May  (R  Keefe  et  al.).  Good  counts  of 
Wilson’s  Snipe  came  from  O.N.W.R., 
with  100  present  15  Apr  (NG);  50  were 
in  Cincinnati  12  Mar  (B.  Hull). 

Gulls’  numbers  were  unimpressive, 
notable  more  for  their  delayed  depar- 
ture than  for  any  concentrations.  Two 
Laughing  Gulls  appeared  at  Headlands 
25  May  (RH),  just  on  the  heels  of  sin- 
gles at  C.C.S.P.  23  May  (LG)  and  Con- 
neaut 21  May  QP)-  One  on  the  Ohio  R. 
in  Allegheny,  PA  10  Apr  (GM)  was  rare  for 
the  cen.  highlands.  The  unprecedented  win- 
tering bird  in  Lake,  OH  was  last  seen  5 Mar 
QP).  Four  Little  Gulls  were  seen  in  Lake  19 
Mar  OP)  2nd  6 at  Headlands  1 Apr  (PC), 
with  2 there  3 May  (H.  Petruschke  et  al.). 
Little  Gulls  in  Pennsylvania  included  one  in 
Lancaster  in  early  Mar  (fide  AH),  one  at 
RWT.  8 Apr  (DF),  and  2 at  Y.C.S.P.  18  Apr 
(MH  et  al.);  up  to  6 were  at  P.I.S.P  9 Mar-8 
Apr  OM  et  al.).  An  ad.  Black-headed  Gull, 
nearly  in  breeding  plumage,  was  found  on 
the  Cleveland  lakefront  2 Apr  (SZ,  GL).  Late 
Thayer’s  Gulls  appeared  at  Headlands  25  Apr 
(RH)  and  the  Cleveland  lakefront  30  Apr 
(SZ),  with  3 at  P.I.S.P  10-17  Apr  OM,  BC, 
RS).  Central  Basin  Iceland  Gulls  were  at  two 
Lake  sites  19  Apr  (G.  Cudworth)  and  7 May 
OP);  singles  were  also  in  the  Eastern  Basin  at 

P. I.S.P.  23  Mar-22  Apr  OM).  Five  at  L.N.  22 
Mar  was  a local  high  count  (BE).  Glaucous 
Gulls  totaled  10  for  the  season  at  RI.S.P  1 
Mar-29  Apr  OM),  and  late  ones  were  at 
P.W.T.  20  May  (DE)  and  P.I.S.P.  22  May  (BC). 
A Great  Black-backed  Gull  x Herring  Gull 


was  at  RI.S.P  3 & 10  Apr  OM,  BC),  and  350 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  at  L.N.  16  Mar 
was  the  highest  total  for  that  locale  (BE).  A 
minor  gull  flight  in  Lake  19  Mar  included  7 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  0P)>  sttU  2 were 
still  at  Headlands  25  Apr  (RH).  One  lingered 
through  25  May  at  Conneaut,  where  up  to  21 
Great  Black-backed  Gulls  also  loafed  (CH). 
An  ad.  California  Gull  at  L.N.  23-25  Mar 
provided  about  the  4th  record  for  Pennsylva- 
nia (G.  Eranchois,  m.ob.);  another  ad.  wan- 
dered to  Conneaut  31  Mar  (CH). 

Single  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  at 
Eckville,  Berks,  PA  16  Apr  (D.  Barber)  and 
Bay  View,  Erie,  OH  7 May  (p.a.,  CC).  In  mid- 
May,  one  was  photographed  on  a farm  near 
Cambridge,  Muskingum,  OH  (fide  R.  Hinck- 
le),  just  the  2nd  confirmed  for  the  state. 
Mourning  Doves  migrate  along  the  s.  shore  of 


L.  Erie,  a phenomenon  largely  overlooked  by 
birders;  thus  a report  of  125  from  Dike  14  on 
the  Cleveland  lakefront  12  Apr  (SZ)  was  most 
welcome.  Several  observers  commented  on  a 
distinct  bimodal  passage  of  the  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo:  for  instance,  up  to  3 appeared  in  Ca- 
bell, WV  23  Apr  (DP),  yet  the  species  was  not 
widespread  across  Ohio  until  29-30  May 
(RTh,  m.ob.).  Two  Snowy  Owls  could  be 
found  at  Burke  Lakefront  Airport  in  Cleve- 
land through  28  Mar  (PL),  with  one  lingering 
5 Apr.  Up  to  10  Short-eared  Owls  were  at 
K.P.W.A.  15  Mar  (BZ).  Twelve  Northern  Saw- 
whet  Owls  were  heard  along  a “toot  route”  in 
McKean,  PA  12-13  May  0?)-  An  impressive 
count  of  2000  Common  Nighthawks  was  tal- 
lied 20-23  May  along  the  Delaware  R.  be- 
tween Morrisville  and  Washington  Crossing, 
Bucks,  PA  Q.  Maret,  P.  Brundage,  M,  Winner). 
A Chuck-will’s-widow  returned  for  the  3rd 
summer  at  Bald  Eagle  Mt.,  Centre,  PA  (D. 
Thomson),  while  one  put  in  a brief  appear- 
ance in  Holmes,  OH  31  May  (fide  BG).  We  re- 
ceived numerous  undocumented  Mar  reports 
of  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird;  an  11  Apr 


arrival  in  Chillicothe,  Ross  (DH)  is  more  with- 
in the  norm. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

An  early  Olive-sided  Elycatcher  was  seen  at 
Clear  Creek  Valley,  Hocking,  OH  30  Apr 
(RTh).  The  arrival  of  Eastern  Wood-Pewee 
within  the  Region  is  sometimes  clouded  by 
erroneous  reports  in  Mar  and  early  Apr,  typi- 
cally birds  heard  (not  seen)  by  single  ob- 
servers. Verifiable  reports  in  Ohio  are  general- 
ly not  had  before  28  Apr,  as  was  the  case  this 
year,  a few  days  after  the  first  Acadian  Fly- 
catchers were  back  on  territory  in  s.  portions 
of  the  Region.  Astounding  was  the  record-ear- 
ly appearance  of  Willow  Flycatchers  in  Ohio 
23  Apr,  with  singing  birds  seen  in  Granville, 
Licking  (H.  Nagy)  and  at  Ash  Cave,  Hocking 
(D.  Horn). 

Single  Loggerhead  Shrikes  were  near 
Lewisburg,  WV  7 Mar-12  May  (B. 
Williams)  and  near  Oberlin,  Lorain,  OH 
22  May  (D.  Sheldon).  Northern  Shrikes 
were  widely  reported  across  Ohio  in 
Mar  from  Ottawa,  Auglaize,  Lucas,  Sum- 
mit, Wyandot,  and  Cuyahoga  OR  N- 
Fensler,  C.  Spagnoli,  E.  Mulholland,  C. 
Witt,  m.ob.).  Bell’s  Vireo  continues  its 
effort  to  colonize  Ohio,  with  a pair  en- 
sconced on  the  Ohio  State  campus  in 
Columbus  8 May-i-  (A.  Boone,  m.ob.). 
New  sites  for  tbe  species  included 
Greene  25  May  0-  Karlson)  and  Darke 
21-27  May  (R.  Schieltz  et  al.).  The  157 
Red-eyed  Vireos  at  Shawnee  28  Apr 
(RR)  was  consistent  with  past  reports 
from  that  location.  Several  Blue-headed  Vire- 
os were  back  at  Pipestem  S.P.,  Summers,  WV 
29  Mar  O&JP)-  In  this  species,  it  is  difficult  to 
separate  singing  migrants  from  the  first  actu- 
al local  nesters;  Royse  noted,  for  instance, 
that  5 in  Shawnee  30  Mar,  singing  from  sites 
that  have  had  territories  in  past  years,  preced- 
ed the  main  flight  of  migrants  by  about  a 
week.  Tree  Swallows  appeared  early  and  in 
numbers  across  the  Ohio  Valley,  with  16  at 
Greenbottom  W.A.,  Cabell,  WV  2 Mar  (CEl) 
leading  the  way.  Another  early  Barn  Swallow 
was  one  at  L.  Pymatuning,  Ashtabula,  OH  1 1 
Mar  (PC).  A Northern  Rough-winged  Swal- 
low returned  to  Hamilton,  OH  31  Mar  (D. 
Brinkman). 

A Fish  Crow  at  Natrona  Heights,  Allegheny, 
PA  23  Apr  was  rare  for  sw.  Pennsylvania  (PH). 
A Black-capped  Chickadee  in  Delaware,  OH 
11  Mar  Qack  Stenger,  JS)  may  have  been  a 
holdover  from  the  winter  irruption.  A Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglet  in  Jefferson,  WV  6 Mar  (C. 
Del-Colle)  may  have  wintered;  one  was  n.  to 
Shaker  Lakes,  Cuyahoga,  OH  30  Mar  (PC), 
where  171  were  counted  21  Apr  (VF).  A 


A Snowy  Egret  and  a Tricolored  Heron  made  a rare  duo  at  Presque  Isle 
State  Park,  Pennsylvania  29  May  2006.  Photograph  by  Jerry  McWilliams. 
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Sedge  Wren  at  Oakland  Mills,  Juniata,  PA  5 
May  provided  the  only  report  for  the  season 
(T.  Johnson).  Two  Blue-gray  Gnatcatchers 
were  in  Greene,  OH  by  1 Apr  (D.  Edens)  and 
one  in  Allegheny,  PA  the  next  day  (B.  Smith). 
Gray  Catbirds  in  the  C.V.N.P.  5 Mar  (E. 
Kistler),  in  Summers,  WV  ^nd  in 

Lake,  OH  30  Mar  QP)  appeared  well  before 
the  expected  migration,  and  may  have  been 
strays  from  the  winter  period;  one  in  Ross,  OH 
8 Apr  (DH)  was  more  likely  a very  early  mi- 
grant. A male  Varied  Thrush  was  present  in 
Boalsburg,  Centre,  PA  from  mid-Mar  through 
1 May  (ph.  A.  & E MacEachren,  m.ob.).  A 
Swainson’s  Thrush  was  at  Shawnee  18  Apr  (|S 
et  al.),  and  a Gray-cheeked  Thrush  was  on  the 
Cleveland  lakefront  30  Apr  (SZ).  A modest 
flight  of  American  Pipits  saw  200  in  Ross,  OH 
29  Mar  (DH). 

A Nashville  Warbler  was  in  Columbus  14 
Apr  (RR).  Orange-crowned  Warbler  arrived 
in  Ohio  12  Apr  in  Pickaway  (RTh)  and  tar- 
ried in  Hocking,  OH  21  May  (GC).  Northern 
Parulas  had  reached  cen.  Ohio  9 Apr  in  Bel- 
mont (GC)  and  11  Apr  in  Columbus  (RR).  A 
Yellow  Warbler  appeared  12  Apr  in  Jane  Lew, 
WV  (D.  Saeler).  A male  Audubon’s  Warbler 
was  well  described  from  Heistand  Woods, 
Van  Wert,  OH  16  Apr  (John  & Jean  Perchals- 
ki),  as  was  another  at  P.I.S.P  26  Mar  (C. 
Gehringer).  A fallout  of  400+  Yellow-rumped 
Warblers  and  95  Palm  Warblers  at  Rushland, 
Bucks,  PA  23  Apr  (S.  Conyne,  E Gill)  was 
among  the  few  reported  for  the  season.  A Yel- 
low Palm  Warbler  was  reported  from  Sandy 
Ridge,  Lorain,  OH  28  Apr  Q-  Brumfield).  A 
Cerulean  Warbler  in  Beaver,  PA  22  Apr  (GM) 
was  early.  A Black-throated  Green  Warbler 
was  early  in  Allegheny,  PA  11  Apr  (J.  & J. 
Solomon),  and  one  was  already  nest-building 
in  Hocking,  OH  24  Apr  Q-  Duerr).  Two  Black- 
throated  Green  and  2 Blackburnian  Warblers 
were  at  Cabwaylingo  S.E,  WV  27  May  (DP). 
Yellow-throated  Warblers  appeared  early 
across  the  Ohio  R.  Valley — singles  in  Hamil- 
ton, OH  31  Mar  (D.  Brinkman),  in  Scioto,  OH 
1 Apr  (B.  Sparks),  in  Summers  1 Apr  O&JP), 
and  in  Fayette,  WV  2 Apr  (L.  Pollard) — and 
to  the  L.  Erie  Basin  11  Apr  (SW).  Two  Pine 
Warblers  were  n.  to  Mohican  S.E,  Ashland, 
OH  30  Mar  (BG).  It  was  a record  season  for 
Kirtland’s  Warbler,  with  no  fewer  than  5 
along  the  L.  Erie  shoreline.  Eour  appeared  at 
Headlands,  with  2 males  present  10  May 
(RH,  m.ob.),  a second-year  female  22  May 
(A.  Ejelstad  et  al.),  and  another  female  24 
May  (RH).  The  obligatory  Magee  showstop- 
per  had  many  observers  agog  21  May  (fide  K. 
Kaufman).  Up  to  16  Prairie  Warblers  were 
counted  18  Apr  at  Shawnee,  where  Royse 
notes  the  species  is  moving  into  the  massive 


forest  wreckage  of  the  Jan  2002  ice  storm.  A 
Black-and-white  Warbler  was  in  Fayette,  WV 
7 Apr  (S.  Pettrey).  A Prothonotary  Warbler 
returned  to  Hoover  17  Apr  (CB).  Royse’s  sur- 
vey of  Shawnee  28  Apr  also  included  28 
Worm-eating  Warblers,  92  Ovenbirds,  and  76 
Hooded  Warblers,  all  within  expectations. 
Singing  Swainson’s  Warblers  at  Headlands, 
OH  20-21  May  (one  of  few  records  for  the  L. 
Erie  Basin;  LR,  JP,  m.ob.)  and  at  Roaring  Run 
Natural  Area,  Westmoreland,  PA  25  May  pro- 
vided rare  records  (Len  & Linda  Hess).  A 
Louisiana  Waterthrush  was  n.  to  L.  Erie  in 
Lake  28  Mar  0?)- 

A rather  early  Scarlet  Tanager  was  in  Wood, 
WV  15  Apr  (R.  Esker).  Two  ad.  male  Western 
Tanagers  were  found  in  Ohio  yards,  one  the 
Warren/Greene  county  line  19  Apr  (ph.  Jim  & 
Annette  Arnold),  the  other  in  Oregon,  Lucas 


This  Gambel's  White-crowned  Sparrow  visited  Presque 
Isle  State  Park,  Pennsylvania  on  4 May  2006. 
Photograph  by  Jerry  McWilliams. 


12  May  (ph.  P.  Henry).  A tally  of  116  Eastern 
Towhees  came  from  Shawnee  18  Apr  (JS  et 
al.).  Ohio  Clay-colored  Sparrows  included 
one  at  Rocky  River  Metropark,  Cuyahoga  21 
May  (fide  K.  Metcalf)  and  2 at  Dike  14,  Cleve- 
land 30  Apr  (SZ).  Vesper  Sparrows  s.  of  their 
range  in  Ohio  included  one  6 May  at  Indian 
Creek  W.A.,  Brown  (JS  et  al.)  and  2 at  Crown 
City  28  May  (DP).  Two  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed 
Sparrows  were  at  Conneaut  26  May  (SW). 
Dark-eyed  Junco  passage  along  the  L.  Erie 
shoreline  peaked  at  400  in  Cuyahoga,  OH  12 
Apr  (SZ);  2 remained  in  s.  Ohio  at  Indian 
Creek  W.A.,  Brown  6 May  QS  et  al),  while  a 
straggler  appeared  30  May  along  L.  Erie  in 
Erie,  OH  (SY).  An  Oregon  Junco  was  report- 
ed from  a Trumbull,  OH  feeder  1 Apr  (A. 
Bahl).  The  Harris’s  Sparrow  at  Oakland  Mills, 
Juniata,  PA  remained  until  7 May  (A.  Troyer). 
Gambel’s  White-crowned  Sparrows  were  seen 
at  Pl.S.P.  4 May  (ph.  JM)  and  at  Bradford, 
McKean,  PA  the  day  before  QP  L-  Eedak).  Up 
to  200  Lapland  Longspurs  were  in  Hardin, 
OH  16  Apr  (RC).  Painted  Buntings  in  Penn- 
sylvania included  a second-year  male  in 
Muhlenberg  Twp.,  Berks  21-26  Apr  (C. 
Drasher)  and  an  ad.  male  in  Nicholson  Twp., 


Wyoming  13  May  (WR).  An  early  Indigo 
Bunting  was  in  Erie,  PA  8 Apr  (S.  Winter- 
berger).  Blue  Grosbeaks  of  note  in  Ohio  in- 
cluded 3 in  Ross  31  May  (DH),  one  near 
Spring  Valley  W.A.,  Warren  8-9  May  (M. 
Boyd,  m.ob.),  and  11  at  Crown  City  7 May 
(RR).  A Blue  Grosbeak  at  P.I.S.P  18  May 
(RW)  furnished  just  the  6th  local  record.  A 
Dickcissel  on  Kelleys  L,  Erie,  OH  18  May  (PL 
et  al.)  and  one  singing  in  Pleasantville,  Berks, 
PA  19  May  were  locally  rare  (CE). 

A Western  Meadowlark  was  in  Holmes,  OH 
17  May  (BG).  A Baltimore  Oriole  at  Peace  Val- 
ley Park,  Bucks,  PA  24  Mar  was  probably  a 
wintering  bird  (B.  Lishman).  The  only  Yel- 
low-headed Blackbird  reported  was  in  Ot- 
tawa, OH  15  Apr  (NG),  where  there  were  4 
Brewer’s  Blackbirds  11  Mar  (JP).  A lone  fe- 
male Evening  Grosbeak  appeared  in  Ashland, 
OH  25  Mar  (DPI).  Two  White-winged  Cross- 
bills were  in  Lemon  Twp.,  Wyoming  28  Mar 
(WR),  and  one  was  at  Lock  Haven,  Clinton, 
PA  23  Mar-5  Apr  Q-  Schaffer).  Nesting  Pine 
Siskins  were  found  at  Marilla,  McKean,  PA  30 
Apr  OF). 

Observers  (subregional  editors  in  boldface): 
OHIO:  Rick  Asamoto  (RA),  Greg  Bennett 
(GB),  Charlie  Bombaci  (CB),  Craig  Caldwell 
(CC),  Philip  Chaon  (PC),  Rick  Counts  (RC), 
G.  Crippen  (GC),  Victor  Fazio  (VF),  Larry 
Gara  (LG),  Neil  Gilbert  (NG),  Bruce  Glick 
(BG),  Ray  Hannikman  (RH),  Dave  Hess 
(DH),  Craig  Holt  (CH),  Gabe  Hostetler  (GH), 
Gabe  Leidy  (GL),  Paula  Lozano  (PL),  Doug 
Overacker  (DO),  Donald  Plant  (DPI),  John 
Pogacnik  OP).  Larry  Rosche  (LR),  Robert 
Royse  (RR),  Brad  Sparks  (BS),  Su  Snyder 
(SS),  Jay  Stenger  OS),  Rob  Thorn  (RTh), 
Suzanne  Wagner  (SW),  Ben  Warner  (BWa), 
Mary  Warren  (MW),  Sheryl  Young  (SY),  Sean 
Zadar  (SZ),  Brian  Zweibel  (BZ).  PENNSYL- 
VANIA: Ben  Coulter  (BC),  Catherine  Elwell 
(CE),  Bill  Etter  (BE),  Devich  Farbotnik  (DF), 
Stan  Galanty  (SG),  Greg  Grove  (GG),  Paul 
Hess  (PH),  Margaret  Higbee  (MH),  Armas 
Hill  [Phila.  Birdline],  Rudy  Keller  (RK), 
Robert  C.  Leberman  (RCL),  Ken  Lebo  (KL), 
Geoff  Malosh  (GM),  Jerry  McWilliams  OM). 
Linda  McWilliams  (LM),  August  Mirabella 
(AM),  Judy  Mirabella  OM),  Jeff  Payne  OPa). 
Tom  Pluto  (TP),  William  Reid  (WR),  Randy 
Stringer  (RS);  Mark  Vass  (MV),  Rick  Wiltraut 
(RW).  WEST  VIRGINIA:  C.  Ellis  (CEl),  Gary 
Felton  (GF),  David  Patick  (DP),  Jim  &Judy 
Phillips  O&JP)-  © 
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The  spring  season  produced  a roller 
coaster  of  weather  activity,  with  strong 
storms  in  late  March  and  early  April 
that  resulted  in  an  influx  of  early  arrivals  for  a 
number  of  species.  For  all  three  months  of  the 
period,  temperatures  were  higher  than  nor- 
mal. This  was  particularly  evident  in  April, 
when  temperatures  averaged  3-6°  F above 
normal  throughout  the  Region,  resulting  in  an 
early  leaf-out  and  giving  the  impression  of  late 
arrival  times  for  many  groups  of  birds.  Actual 
arrival  dates,  however,  proved  to  be  about  nor- 
mal. Precipitation  throughout  the  period  was 
close  to  average,  though  slightly  above  aver- 
age in  May  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  Re- 
gion. This  resulted  in  high  water  levels  in 
northwestern  Indiana  and  a lack  of  suitable 
shorebird  habitat.  There  was  an  assortment  of 
good  finds  throughout  the  Region,  including 
Black-bellied  and  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks, 
Tricolored  Fleron,  White  Ibis,  several  Black 
Rails,  a Purple  Gallinule,  Kirtland’s  Warbler, 
and  MacGillivray’s  Warbler. 

Abbreviations:  Bev.  Sh.  (Beverly  Shores, 
Porter,  IN);  Carl.  L.  (Carlyle  L.,  s.  IL);  Chau. 
(Chautauqua  N.W.R.,  IL);  Dunes  (Dunes  S.P., 
Porter.  IN);  FP.  (Forest  Preserve);  FWA.  (Fish 
& Wildlife  Area);  Goose  Pond  (Goose  Pond 
FWA.,  Greene,  IN);  Hawthorn  (Hawthorn 
Mines,  Greene  & Sullivan,  IN);  Hennepin 
(Hennepin-Hopper  Lake  Restoration  Area, 
Putnam,  IL);Jax.  P.  (Jackson  Park,  Chicago); 
L.  Cal.  (L.  Calumet,  Chicago);  Miller  (Miller 
Beach,  Lake,  IN);  Montrose  (Montrose  Pt., 
Lincoln  Park,  Chicago). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GROUSE 

A Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck,  represent- 
ing the  3rd  record  for  Indiana,  was  present  at 
an  industrial  site  in  Tippecanoe  20  Apr-1  May 
(p.a.,  ph.  JC,  ScS,  fide  JBD),  photographed 


and  identified  by  plant  workers.  A Fulvous 
Whistling-Duck,  only  Illinois’s  5th  since 
1933,  was  in  Lake  3 Apr  (ph.  SM).  Geese 
moved  out  rather  quickly  this  spring,  but 
4700  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  4 Mar  at 
Hennepin  (DFS)  and  a spring  record  total  of 
1473  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  reported 
in  Indiana  exemplified  the  increase  of  that 
species  in  the  Region.  A single  Greater  White- 
fronted  Goose  28  May  in  Stephenson,  IL 
(EWW)  was  tardy.  An  astounding  120  Ross’s 
Geese  were  at  Kankakee  FWA.  7 Mar  (RHu, 
JK);  prior  to  this  year,  Indiana’s  highest  count 
of  Ross’s  Goose  was  8.  An  exceptional  total  of 
60  Mute  Swans  was  noted  25  May  in  Tazewell, 
IL  (KAM).  Two  Trumpeter  Swans  observed  at 
a nest  29  May  in  Carroll,  IL  (EWW)  were  sig- 
nificant, as  this  may  be  the  first  known  nest- 
ing of  the  species  in  the  Region  since  the  late 
nineteenth  century. 

American  Black  Duck  numbers  were  down 
in  the  Region,  while  counts  of  2000  Blue- 
winged Teal  at  Carl.  L.  13  Apr  (DMK)  and  of 
10,000  Northern  Shovelers,  4000  Northern 
Pintails,  and  6000  Green-winged  Teal  at  Santa 
Ee  Bottoms  26  Mar  (DMK)  represented  high 
counts.  The  shoveler  total  was  the  2nd  highest 
for  Illinois,  exclusive  of  aerial  survey  data. 
Cinnamon  Teal  made  a splash  in  the  Region:  a 
pair  8-20  Apr  at  Eagle  Park  Marsh,  Madison,  IL 
was  seen  by  many  (P&BJ,  ph.  FRH,  ph.  KAM, 
m.ob.),  and  Indiana’s  14th,  in  LaPorte  1-24 
Apr  (KM,  m.ob.),  also  proved  cooperative.  A 
Canvasback  26  May  in  Lake,  IL  OS)  was  late  to 
depart  the  Region,  as  was  a Redhead  seen  28 
May  at  Horseshoe  L.,  Madison,  IL  (ERH).  A 
fine  count  of  1700  Redheads  was  made  at 
Brookville  Res.  11  Mar  (WRB),  and  2265  Ring- 
necked Ducks  were  tallied  in  w.-cen.  Indiana 
16  Mar  (EWS).  Greater  Scaup,  which  continue 
to  be  scarce  in  spring  in  Illinois,  moved  into 
inland  locations  in  Indiana  in  unprecedented 
numbers,  as  the  inland  total  of  1688  birds  was 
10  times  the  20-year  mean.  The  maximum  tal- 
ly of  924  at  Brookville  Res.  5 Mar  QyS,  JB,  JS) 
overshadowed  the  previous  inland  high  of  189. 
Scoters  were  typically  scarce,  with  11  Surf  and 
6 White-winged  noted  throughout  the  Region. 
Two  female  Black  Scoters,  the  rarest  scoter  in- 
land, were  discovered  on  L,  Lemon  18  Mar 
(DRW),  and  one  lingered  through  22  Mar.  No 
Long-tailed  Ducks  were  seen  along  the  lake- 
front,  though  a fine  inland  count  in  Indiana  in- 
cluded 4 different  singles.  There  was  only  one 
report  of  Ruffed  Grouse,  that  of  2 in  Washing- 
ton, IN  19  Apr  (RLH).  This  species  has  become 
increasingly  scarce  over  the  past  five  years.  Illi- 
nois’s Greater  Prairie-Chicken  population  was 
notably  lower  than  last  year’s  QWW),  with  just 
an  estimated  49  males  at  Prairie  Ridge,  Marion 
(SAS). 


LOONS THROUGH  HERONS 

Red-throated  Loons  were  reported  only  on  L. 
Michigan,  where  at  Bev.  Sh.  a phenomenal  26 
were  logged  4 Mar  (BJG);  the  Region's  previ- 
ous one-day  high  count  was  14.  Common 
Loons  appeared  in  lower-than-average  num- 
bers in  Indiana,  though  in  Illinois  a count  of 
135  along  L.  Michigan  at  Wilmette  8 Apr 
(RDH)  provided  the  highest  spring  total  in  13 
years.  The  203  Pied-billed  Grebes  along  a 
census  route  at  Chau.  21  Apr  (R&SB)  provid- 
ed Illinois’s  2nd  best  spring  total  in  at  least  14 
years.  The  Horned  Grebe  passage  was  weak, 
and  the  only  Red-necked  Grebe  for  the  season 
was  a bird  in  alternate  plumage  found  at  Po- 
tato Creek  S.R  18  May  (RHu).  Eared  Grebes 
made  a typical  showing,  with  7 noted,  all  in 
Illinois.  American  White  Pelicans  maintained 
a strong  presence  in  the  Region:  3000  were 
along  the  Mississippi  R.  in  Whiteside,  IL  18 
Mar  (DJS).  Double-crested  Cormorant  num- 
bers were  down  from  the  last  few  years. 

Herons  appeared  in  good  diversity  and 
numbers  throughout  the  Region  this  season. 
A fine  total  of  75  American  Bitterns  was  re- 
ported, led  by  counts  of  6 at  Oakwood  Bot- 
toms, Jackson,  IL  29  Apr  (TAM,  SDB,  CAT) 
and  5 at  TNC  Kankakee  Sands,  Newton,  IN  9 
May  OBH).  The  40  Least  Bitterns  reported 
throughout  the  Region  was  also  an  excellent 
total.  The  176  Great  Egrets  at  the  Baker’s  Lake 
colony  in  nw.  Cook,  IL  6 May  (GAW)  provid- 
ed the  highest  spring  total  in  six  years,  while 
78  Snowy  Egrets  at  Horseshoe  E.,  Madison  30 
Apr  (ERH)  represented  a record-high  spring 
count.  It  was  a good  spring  for  Little  Blue 
Herons  in  Indiana,  as  16  were  reported,  the 
peak  count  being  6 at  Goose  Pond  EWA.  30 
May  (EP).  Indiana’s  15th  Tricolored  Heron 
appeared  in  the  company  of  3 Cattle  Egrets  in 
s.  Vigo  22  Apr  (AWB,  EM,  SK).  An  exception- 
al count  of  200  Cattle  Egrets  was  made  in  St. 
Clair.  IL  15  Apr  (DMK).  The  Cattle  Egret  ob- 
served 18  Mar  in  Whiteside  (DJS)  was  10  days 
ahead  of  the  average  Illinois  arrival  date, 
which  is  especially  notable  given  the  norther- 
ly locale.  A Green  Heron  seen  2-3  Apr  in  Jax. 
R (MGG,  BRK)  was  also  ahead  of  schedule, 
providing  a record  early  date  for  that  site,  hol- 
lowing last  year’s  drought-induced  nesting 
failure.  Black-crowned  Night-Heron  numbers 
were  considerably  reduced  at  the  E.  Cal. 
breeding  colony,  with  only  288  counted  there 
6 May  (WJM).  However,  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron  numbers  were  encouraging, 
with  16  in  Madison,  IL  24  Apr  (ERH)  setting 
a record-high  spring  count. 

An  ad.  White  Ibis  observed  22  Apr-4  May 
at  Rend  L.  (DMK,  ph.  LH  et  al.)  provided  only 
the  6th  spring  Illinois  record  and  just  the  4th 
verified  record  of  an  ad.  bird.  Two  Glossy  Ibis 
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were  in  St.  Clair,  IL  6 May  (ph.  SC),  and  at 
least  3 of  4 Plegadis  observed  10-15  May  at 
Chau.  (R&SB,  ph.  TEd)  were  positively  iden- 
tified as  White-faced.  Indiana’s  7th  White- 
faced Ibis,  and  earliest  ever,  was  found  at 
Cane  Ridge  W.M.A.  28  Apr  (G&LB)  and  seen 
again  2 May  (LP).  A Plegadis  ibis  was  seen  as 
a flyby  at  Goose  Pond  30  May  (LWS,  DW,  PS), 
and  another  was  noted  16-17  May  in  St. 
Clair,  IL  (FRH,  DMK,  KAM).  A Black  Vulture 
observed  23  Apr  in  Peny,  IL  (VMK),  n.  of  tra- 
ditional breeding  locations,  provided  another 
example  of  this  species’  continuing  north- 
ward push. 

HAWKS  THROUGH  CRANES 

An  Osprey  seen  18  Mar  at  Shabbona  Lake  S.P. 
(DJS)  tied  both  the  record  early  arrival  date 
for  n.  Illinois  and  the  3rd  earliest  date  for  the 
state  overall.  The  spring  hawk  flight  at  Dunes 
was  rather  poor  for  the  2nd  straight  year. 
Broad-winged  Hawk  numbers  were  down  this 
year  throughout  the  Region;  the  peak  tally 
consisted  of  16  at  L.  Lemon  23  Apr  (J&SH). 
A rare  dark-morph  Broad-winged  was  seen  23 
Apr  at  Glacial  Park,  McHenry,  IL  (ph.  MF), 
and  a light-morph  Swainson’s  Hawk  was  seen 
at  Dunes  11  Apr  (BJG).  The  Region  enjoyed 
an  exceptional  total  of  Golden  Eagles,  with  17 
reported.  There  was  also  a strong  flight  of 
Merlins,  with  18  tallied  in  Indiana,  the  daily 
maximum  consisting  of  5 birds  at  Dunes  13 
Apr  (BJG).  A Crested  Caracara  was  quite  a 
surprise  15  Apr  in  Kankakee,  IL  (p.a.,  tJBH, 
BR).  The  identification  of  this  bird  was  clear, 
but  the  issue  of  its  provenance,  and  whether 
this  species  has  begun  to  show  a pattern  of  va- 
grancy, remains  a topic  of  discussion. 

Rails  were  very  evident  throughout  the  Re- 
gion this  spring.  An  excellent  total  of  11+  Yel- 
low Rails  was  reported,  all  but  one  from  Illi- 
nois, including  a record-early  sighting  22  Mar 
in  Marion  (TE,  SAS)  and  an  astonishing  5 at 
Carl.  L.  17  Apr  (ph.  TAM,  SDB).  Amazingly,  3 
different  Black  Rails,  representing  Indiana’s 
3rd  and  4th  spring  records  in  the  past  25 
years  (p.a.),  and  Illinois’s  6th  in  the  past  10 
years  (p.a.),  were  documented.  Unfortunately, 
the  first  Indiana  bird  was  found  dead  in  a 
parking  lot  in  Carmel,  Hamilton  5 May  QCr); 
the  others  were  at  Carl.  L.  17  Apr  (DMK, 
KAM)  and  at  Hawthorn  13  May  (SJ).  It  was  a 
phenomenal  spring  for  King  Rails,  as  at  least 
35  different  birds  were  recorded,  including  an 
impressive  6 at  Illinois  Beach  S.P  6 May  QS). 
In  Indiana,  the  high  count  consisted  of  4 at 
Goose  Pond  3 Mar  (LWS,  J&SH,  MC),  birds 
that  might  have  wintered  there.  Virginia  Rails 
were  fairly  common,  including  an  early  bird 
at  Prairie  Ridge  S.N.A.  26  Mar  (CLH)  and  a 
high  of  15  at  Carl.  L.  20-21  Apr  (SDB,  PSW). 


An  elusive  Purple  Gallinule,  Indiana’s  15th, 
was  discovered  at  Salamonie  Res.  8 May 
QAH).  The  47  Common  Moorhens  reported 
throughout  the  Region  represented  an  excel- 
lent total.  Nice  aggregations  of  Sandhill 
Cranes  included  4700  reported  23  Mar  in 
Cook,  IL  (WSS)  and  3500  at  Goose  Pond  3 
Mar  (LWS,  J&SH,  MC).  Three  Whooping 
Cranes  from  the  introduced  Wisconsin  migra- 
tory flock  were  seen  at  Goose  Pond  7-10  Mar 
(LP,  G&LB,  DRW). 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Seven  Piping  Plovers  were  reported  through- 
out the  Region,  all  but  one  from  Illinois.  Two 
were  seen  6 May  at  Carl.  L.  (ph.  KAM,  RH, 
DWs,  DMK).  Black-necked  Stilts  continue  to 
increase  in  the  Region.  Indiana’s  2nd  earliest 
appeared  in  n.  Posey  8 Apr  OyB),  and  a pair 
in  Clay  13  Apr  (RES,  CLH)  provided  the  3rd 
earliest  arrival  date  for  Illinois.  A stilt  in 
Stephenson,  IL  27-30  May  (DFS,  m.ob.)  was 
unusually  far  north.  This  was  the  3rd 
straight  spring  in  Illinois  with  double-digit 
numbers  (20)  of  stilts,  and  two  double-digit 


Sue  Murray  found  and  photographed  this  Fulvous  Whistling- 
Duck  at  Independence  Grove  Forest  Preserve  in  Lake  County, 
Illinois  B April  2006;  there  are  only  five  prior  accepted  state 
records  since  1933.  Photograph  by  Sue  Murray. 

counts  in  Indiana  included  16  at  Cane  Ridge 
W.M.A.  2 May  (G&LB)  and  11  at  Goose 
Pond  30  May  (LP).  Prior  to  2006,  the  Indi- 
ana state  maximum  count  was  5.  American 
Avocets  were  scarce,  with  just  3 reported,  all 
from  Illinois. 

Willets  staged  an  unprecedented  move- 
ment through  the  Region  at  the  end  of  Apr,  as 
61  Willets  were  noted  at  three  sites  in  Indiana 
and  67  were  noted  between  Waukegan  and 
Illinois  Beach  S.P  (EWW)  29  Apr.  On  30  Apr, 
the  82  seen  in  Clinton,  IL  (DMK)  and  the  112 
at  Montrose  1 May  (GAW  et  al.)  set  new 
record  high  counts.  Of  the  17  Whimbrels 
recorded  in  the  Region  this  spring,  a group  of 
8 seen  flying  over  Wolf  L.  19  May  QK.  CAM) 
matched  Indiana’s  all-time  high  spring  count 
for  the  lakefront.  Hudsonian  Godwits  staged  a 
good  movement,  with  17  reported,  all  in  Illi- 
nois; 7 at  Rend  L.  19  May  (RH)  provided  the 
peak  tally.  The  sole  Marbled  Godwit  was  ob- 
served 18  May  in  St.  Clair,  IL  (TJD).  Pectoral 
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Sandpipers  peaked  with  a nice  count  of  5000 
in  Fayette,  IL  9 Apr  (DMK).  A Dunlin  at  L. 
Decatur  18  Mar  (TAM)  was  record  early  by 
three  days  for  Illinois.  A Long-billed  Dow- 
itcher  seen  23  Mar  at  Cypress  Creek  N.W.R., 
Putaksi,  IL  also  was  rather  early  (KAM). 
Three  Red-necked  Phalaropes  were  seen 
12-13  May  in  Ford  (SR  et  al),  and  one  was  at 
Cane  Ridge  W.M.A.,  Gibson,  IN  14  May  (KZ, 
B&KA). 

Lakefront  gull  numbers  continue  to  plum- 
met: all  species  except  Great  Black-backed 
were  reported  in  numbers  below  their  aver- 
ages. Five  Laughing  Gulls  were  seen,  and  the 
apparent  Laughing  Gull  x Ring-billed  Gull 
hybrid  returned  1 Apr-21  May  to  a se.  Chica- 
go Kentucky  Fried  Chicken  restaurant  for  the 
3rd  consecutive  year  (tWJM,  ph.  JG).  An  ad. 
California  Gull  seen  19  Mar  at  L.  Cal.  (ph. 
RDH)  was  a highlight,  as  were  7000  Bona- 
parte’s Gulls  seen  3 Apr  at  Rend  L.  (KAM).  A 
late  ad.  Thayer’s  Gull  was  noted  13  May  in 
Waukegan,  IL  (RDH),  and  a single  worn  sec- 
ond-year Glaucous  Gull  was  seen  at  Miller  17 
May  OJM,  JKC,  LSH,  KJB).  The  maximum 
count  of  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  was  of  9 
birds  at  various  lakefront  sites  4 Mar  O^C, 
SRB,  SN,  RJP).  Both  Caspian  and  Common 
Terns  were  reported  in  low  numbers,  though 
single  Caspian  Terns  27  Mar  at  Wolf  L. 
(CAM)  and  28  Mar  at  Jax.  P.  (KMC)  provided 
the  earliest  and  2nd  earliest  Illinois  arrival 
dates.  Contrastingly,  a large  total  of  264 
Forster’s  Terns  was  noted  5 May  at  Waukegan, 
IL  US). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  again  reported 
widely  throughout  the  Region.  The  White- 
winged Dove  invasion  in  Indiana  continued 
this  spring,  with  an  astounding  6 birds  re- 
ported, including  2 in  New  Albany  15  Apr 
(GD),  one  in  Chesterton  16  Apr  (KJB),  2 at 
Dunes  23  Apr  (BJG),  and  one  at  TNC  Kanka- 
kee Sands  31  May  QK)-  Monk  Parakeets  were 
again  seen  constructing  nests  in  Highland,  IN 
on  both  3 & 19  May  (RLH,  CH,  LAC). 

Three  Barn  Owls  were  reported  throughout 
the  Region.  The  last  Snowy  Owl  observation 
this  spring  was  2 Apr  in  LaSalle,  IL  (DJS).  The 
Burrowing  Owl  first  noted  last  Aug  in  Pyra- 
mid S.P,  Peny,  IL  was  still  present  25  Mar 
(ph.  JPU,  JWE,  JM).  A Common  Nighthawk 
13  Apr  at  Carl.  L.  (DMK)  provided  Illinois’s 
earliest  arrival  date,  but  numbers  generally 
were  discouragingly  low.  At  least  8 Chuck- 
will’s-widows  were  reported  from  four  differ- 
ent locations  in  Indiana  this  spring.  Indiana’s 
first  Mar  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  ap- 
peared on  the  30th  in  Vanderburgh  (fide  SS). 
The  female  Rufous  Hummingbird  that  win- 
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tered  at  a Poseyville  feeder  lingered  until  15 
Apr  (fide  DG),  providing  Indiana’s  first  spring 
record. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

Counts  of  Yellow-bellied  and  Least  Flycatch- 
ers were  down.  A record-high  46  Willow  Fly- 
catchers in  Indiana  was  made  at  Bev.  Sh., 
Kankakee  FW.A.,  and  Michigan  City  26  May 
QKC,  LSH,  KJB).  Six  Western  Kingbird  re- 
ports included  three  each  from  s.  and  ne.  Illi- 
nois. Indiana’s  9th  spring  Scissor-tailed  Fly- 
catcher was  found  in  Parke  17-18  May  (PPS, 
AWB),  and  one  was  in  Lee,  IL  2-3  May  OEH)- 

Among  the  15  Loggerhead  Shrikes  reported 
from  Illinois  was  one  6-31  May+  at  the  n.  lo- 
cation of  Winnebago  (DTW),  where  a pair 
nested  last  year.  Seven  Northern  Shrikes  were 
recorded,  primarily  in  the  n.  tier  of  counties, 
the  latest  being  a bird  in  LaPortc,  IN  2 Apr 
(RHu).  An  excellent  total  of  72  Bell’s  Vireos 
was  tallied  throughout  Indiana;  2 in  Adams, 
IL  21  Apr  (AGD)  provided  a record-early  ar- 
rival date.  Other  early  vireos  included  a Blue- 
headed at  Lincoln  Park,  Chicago  19  Apr 
(GAW)  and  a Warbling  at  Mermet  L.,  Massac, 
IL  7 Apr  (KAM).  Yellow-throated  Vireo  num- 
bers were  also  up,  but  the  most  intriguing 
vireo  of  the  season  was  a silent  bird  6 May  at 
Carl.  L.  fitting  the  description  of  a Cassin’s 
Vireo  (p.a.,  tDMK).  There  are  no  accepted 
records  of  this  species  for  the  Region. 

All  of  the  swallows  exhibited  strong  spring 
flights,  exemplified  by  5000  Tree  Swallows  at 
Rend  L.  3 Apr  (KAM)  and  696  Barns  11  May 
in  Lake,  IL  QS).  Carolina  Wrens  appear  to  be 
doing  well  in  the  Region,  as  182  birds  were  re- 
ported in  Indiana.  A Winter  Wren  lingered 
until  22  May  in  Lake,  IL  (DRD).  Indiana’s  ear- 
liest spring  record  for  Marsh  Wren  consisted 
of  2 at  Goose  Pond  4 Mar  (ph.  JWL).  Rare  at 
the  Indiana  lakefront,  2 Northern  Mocking- 
birds were  reported.  The  American  Pipit  mi- 
gration was  very  strong,  as  800  were  seen  at 
Santa  Fe  Bottoms  11  Mar  (DMK),  an  all-time 
high  for  Illinois.  A fine  longshore  count  of 
2545  Cedar  Waxwings  was  made  from  Dunes 
24  May  (KJB). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

In  general,  warbler  migration  started  early  but 
was  squelched  by  several  weeks  of  northerly 
winds  in  May.  A Northern  Parula  17  Mar  in 
Massac  (FKB)  was  record  early  by  seven  days. 
Other  notable  early  warbler  arrivals  included 
a Magnolia  at  Ft.  Massac  S.P.  22  Apr  (KAM); 
a Black-throated  Blue  in  Jax.  P.  29  Apr  (ph. 
MGG);  and  a Worm-eating  in  Union.  IL  7 Apr 
(KAM).  A highlight  of  the  warbler  migration 
was  a male  Kirtland’s  Warbler  in  Wilmette,  IL 
23  May  (ph.  HS).  Lower-than-normal  num- 


bers of  Palm  Warblers  were  noted  throughout 
the  Region.  A Prothonotary  Warbler  6 Apr  at 
Mermet  L.  (FKB)  was  early;  a tally  of  29  was 
made  at  Kankakee  FW.A.  26  May  (KJB,  LSH, 
JKC).  Another  exciting  find  was  a male 
MacGillivray’s  Warbler  reported  at  Hamp- 
shire FP,  Kane,  IL  21-22  May  (p.a.,  tSAC, 
JJD).  A count  of  21  Hooded  Warblers  in 
Union,  IL  6 May  (SDB)  was  notable. 

A single  Spotted  Towhee  was  reported 
from  20  Apr  into  May  at  Binnie  FP,  Kane,  IL 
(KML,  AF,  JJD).  An  excellent  count  of  250 
American  Tree  Sparrows  was  made  in  New- 
ton, IN  6 Mar  QBH).  In  Indiana,  4 Clay-col- 
ored Sparrows  were  totaled,  from  three  loca- 
tions. The  2nd  record  of  Lark  Sparrow  in 
Allen,  IN  15  May  QAH)  was  part  of  a fine  to- 
tal count  of  34  in  the  state.  A Henslow’s  Spar- 
row 1 Apr  in  Chicago  was  early  (SJH).  Two 
Le  Conte’s  Sparrows  were  reported  in  Indi- 
ana, one  at  West  Beach  14  Apr  O^C,  JJM, 
KJB),  the  other  at  the  Prairie  Chicken  Refuge, 
Newton  8 May  (CF).  Only  3 Nelson’s  Sharp- 
tailed Sparrows  were  reported,  the  latest  at 
Whiting  Park,  Lake,  IN  11  May  (KJB,  JKC, 
LSH,  EMH).  Two  Harris’s  Sparrows  were  in 
Illinois,  and  White-crowned  Sparrows  staged 
a strong  flight  in  Indiana,  with  634  birds  re- 
ported. The  longspur  flight  throughout  the 
Region  was  lackluster,  and  there  were  only 
two  reports  of  Snow  Buntings,  both  singles. 
An  ad.  male  Painted  Bunting  at  a Charleston, 
IL  feeder  17  Apr  (ph.  D&FR)  furnished  a 
record-early  arrival  date  for  Illinois;  a second- 
year  male  was  also  noted  28-29  May  at  the 
now  traditional  E.  St.  Louis  site  (DMK, 
KAM). 

Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  seem  to  be  doing 
well,  with  a maximum  count  of  35  at  Spring 
L.,  Canvll,  IL  (DTW).  Singles  in  Indiana  were 
found  at  Wakarusa  Wastewater  Treatment  Fa- 
cility, Elkhart  5 May  (DS)  and  at  Big  Pine 
Creek,  Benton  18  May  QCl,  JK).  Notable  was 
an  ad.  male  Brewer’s  Blackbird  at  a feeder  in 
Bloomington,  IN  23  Mar  (DRW),  while  a 
flock  of  6000  at  Carl.  L.  11  Mar  established  a 
new  record  for  Illinois  (DMK).  A male  Great- 
tailed Grackle  made  a one-day  appearance  at 
Spring  L,  Carroll  13  May  (p.a.,  TDTW).  This 
species  has  been  reported  in  Illinois  with 
greater  frequency  since  2003,  with  only  two 
accepted  records  prior  to  that  year.  Baltimore 
Orioles  were  well  represented  this  spring,  the 
flight  highlighted  by  a count  of  122  at  Dunes 
3 May  (KJB,  JKC,  PBG,  RJP).  The  exceptional 
record  in  a dismal  season  for  winter  finches 
was  a spectacular  tally  of  185  Purple  Finches 
at  Dunes  16  Apr  (BJG),  which  easily  eclipsed 
the  previous  maximum  count  of  100  recorded 
in  1931.  Only  17  Pine  Siskins  were  reported 
throughout  the  Region. 


Undocumented  reports:  A White-winged 
Dove  was  reported  at  a feeder  in  LaSalle,  IL  23 
May  OEH).  There  are  10  accepted  records  of 
this  species  for  Illinois,  all  in  six  of  the  previ- 
ous seven  springs.  A reported  Great  Crested 
Flycatcher  31  Mar  in  Lake,  IL  QGr)  would  be 
record  early  by  10  days. 

Corrigendum:  A Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  in 
Illinois  (16  May  2005)  was  an  ad.,  not  an 
imm.,  as  reported  (N.A.B.  59:  436). 
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Slightly  above-average  temperatures  and 
normal  to  above-average  precipitation 
ushered  in  the  season  in  all  three  states. 
Drier  and  unusually  warm  weather  in  April 
continued  in  the  Region  through  8 May;  how- 
ever, on  the  next  day,  a massive  low-pressure 
system  brought  an  abrupt  change  in  this  pat- 
tern, stalling  over  Lake  Michigan  for  several 
days  and  bringing  cold,  wet  conditions.  For 
Michigan,  the  Midwest  Climate  Center  noted: 
“The  month  of  May  was  as  bizarre  as  they 
come.”  In  the  Upper  Peninsula,  Marquette 
reached  daily  high  temperatures  of  27°  F on 
22  May  and  93°  F on  29  May,  while  in  the 
south,  Lansing  had  precipitation  every  day 
10-21  May,  with  temperatures  five  degrees  be- 
low normal  during  this  period.  Both  Michigan 
and  Wisconsin  reported  a cessation  of  migra- 
tion during  this  prolonged  cold  and  wet  spell, 
and  Minnesota  described  the  warbler  migra- 
tion as  pathetic!  Late  May  turned  quickly  to 
summer,  with  very  warm  temperatures  by 
Memorial  Day  weekend. 

WATEiFOWL 

A Fulvous  Whistling-Duck  in  Lafayette  23 
Mar  (p.a.,  JR)  provided  Wisconsin  its  2nd 
record.  Geese  were  seen  in  exceptional  num- 
bers Regionwide.  Minnesota  reported  a 
record-high  count  of  18,200  Greater  White- 
fronted  Geese  at  Mud  L.,  Traverse  4 Apr 
(KJB).  Michigan  had  almost  100  individuals 
from  seven  counties,  more  than  doubling  its 
highest  total  over  the  past  five  years.  Wiscon- 
sin reports  came  from  seven  counties.  Min- 
nesota’s first  blue-morph  Ross’s  Goose  was 
part  of  a record-high  529  Ross’s  in  Traverse  2 
Apr  (KJB).  Minnesota  had  a statewide  total  of 
867+  Ross’s  Geese  this  spring!  This  once 
rarely  observed  species  was  recorded  in  10 
Wisconsin  counties.  Michigan  had  2 in 
Washtenaw  1-3  Mar  (MJ,  SJ,  m.ob.),  3 through 
5 Mar  at  Brown  Sanctuary,  Berrien  (m.ob.), 
one  from  vwnter  through  6 Mar  at  Harbor 
Beach,  Huron  (JD),  and  one  at  Eau  Claire, 
Berrien  18-21  Mar  QW  KM,  TB),  all  pending 
acceptance.  Illustrating  the  potential  magni-  ■ 


tude  of  Cackling  Goose  migration  through  w. 
Minnesota  was  a record-high  count  of  3000  in 
Cottonwood  25  Mar  (BRB)  and  another  strong 
count  of  2317  in  Traverse  2-3  Apr  (KJB). 

Wisconsin  reported  its  first  Bewick’s  Swan 
in  Rock  24  Mar  (]B,  p.a.).  A Eurasian  Wigeon 
was  present  17  May  in  Beltrami,  MN  QEB, 
RBJ),  while  Wisconsin  had  singles  in  Sheboy- 
gan 19-29  Mar  (m.ob.),  Dane  29  Mar  (ST), 
and  Kenosha  19  Apr  (|M).  An  ad.  male  Cinna- 
mon Teal  treated  Wisconsin  birders  7-13  May 
in  Ozaukee  (TU).  Minnesota  had  ad.  males  in 
Cass  12-13  Apr  (ph.  LO,  DY,  ph.  CMB,  PHS) 
and  Nobles  26  May  (BTS).  A male  Tufted 
Duck  in  Huron  15-21  May  (JBu,  JZ,  m.ob., 
p.a.)  would  represent  Michigan’s  4th  state 
record.  Michigan  had  2 Harlequin  Ducks 
through  4 Mar  in  Berrien  QW),  one  in  St.  Clair 
19  Apr  (SJ),  and  a male  in  Keweenaw  23  Apr 
(JY),  while  in  Wisconsin,  3 in  Racine  from 
winter  lingered  through  29  Apr  (RH).  Michi- 
gan reported  good  numbers  of  scoters,  includ- 
ing a surprising  5 Surfs  at  an  inland  gravel  pit 
in  Hillsdale  17  Mar  (JRe).  Long-tailed  Duck 
numbers  were  way  above  those  from  recent 
years  at  Whitefish  Point  B.O.  (hereafter 
W.P.B.O.),  Chippewa,  MI,  with  a peak  of  1430 
on  17  May.  Wisconsin’s  wintering  Barrow’s 
Goldeneyes  were  last  reported  4 Mar  in  Mil- 
waukee (AP)  and  5 Mar  in  Sheboygan  (TW); 
Minnesota  had  a male  in  Aitkin  13  Apr  (PEJ). 
Rare  in  Michigan’s  Upper  Peninsula  was  a 
Ruddy  Duck  in  Keweenaw  21-29  Apr  (TA). 

LOONS  THROUGH  HEROICS 

A Red-throated  Loon  at  L.  Byllesby,  Dakota 
MN  30  Apr  (]PM)  furnished  only  the  2nd 
county  record.  Wisconsin  had  a good  spring, 
with  seven  reports  from  L.  Michigan,  topped 
by  9 in  Sheboygan  20  Apr  (JF).  Michigan  had 
average  numbers  of  Red-throateds  at  W.P.B.O., 
where  504  were  tallied  after  15  Apr,  with  a 
peak  of  116  on  27  Apr.  A systematic  count  at 
Chequamegon  Bay,  Ashland  WI  on  22  Apr  tal- 
lied a remarkable  1482  Horned  Grebes  (RB). 
Eared  Grebes  were  scarce  this  spring,  with 
only  3 in  Michigan  and  one  in  Wisconsin. 
Wisconsin  had  2 Western  Grebes  in  Kmosha 
1 1 Mar  (RHo)  and  one  in  Eau  Claire  23  May 
(JP),  while  Michigan  had  one  from  winter 
through  1 Mar  in  Marquette  (SH).  Not  surpris- 
ingly, Minnesota  hosted  the  only  Clark’s 
Grebes  at  Thielke  L.,  Big  Stone  17  Apr  (BJU), 
L.  Osakis,  Douglas  21  May  (DB  et  al.),  and 
South  Rockwell  L.,  Big  Stone  28  May  (PHS). 
Michigan  has  been  recording  more  American 
White  Pelicans  in  recent  years;  this  year  there 
were  50+  birds  reported  from  12  counties. 

Minnesota  reported  26  Snowy  Egrets  from 
16  counties,  while  Wisconsin  had  9 in  five 
counties.  In  Michigan,  there  were  3 Snowy 


Egrets,  including  one  n.  of  normal  8 May  in 
Alger  (ph.  SHi).  Continuing  the  trend  of  s. 
herons  in  extreme  n.  Michigan  locations  were 
a Little  Blue  Heron  4-6  May  (DJ,  SH)  and  a 
Tricolored  Heron  13-24  Apr  (C&RY,  SH), 
both  in  Marquette,  the  former  constituting 
only  the  2nd  Upper  Peninsula  record.  Michi- 
gan also  had  a Little  Blue  in  Betrien  17  May 
(JO)  and  a Tricoiored  in  Macomb  8 May  (ph. 
JA,  ph.  RP).  Minnesota’s  7 Little  Blue  Herons 
was  the  highest  number  in  recent  memory; 
the  ad.  in  Lake  20  May  (ph.  JWL,  SLL)  fur- 
nished a first  county  record.  Wisconsin’s  only 
Little  Blue  was  an  ad.  in  Kenosha  13  Apr 
(RHo).  Minnesota  had  at  least  76  Cattle 
Egrets  in  21  counties,  including  one  n.  to 
Agassiz  N.W.R.,  Marshall  5 May  ON),  while 
Michigan  had  4 in  three  counties.  All  three 
states  reported  Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Herons.  Michigan  had  singles  in  Washtenaw 
17  Apr  (EL,  p.a.)  and  Allegan  20-21  Apr  (CM, 
ph.),  Wisconsin  had  one  4-7  May  in  Iowa 
(AH,  RaH),  and  Minnesota  had  one  in  Anoka 

5 May  (TM).  A lone  White-faced  Ibis  made  a 
brief  appearance  in  Grant,  Wl  5 May  (MG, 
p.a.),  while  Minnesota  had  singles  in  Lac  Qui 
Parle  21-22  Apr  (ph.  BJU),  Anoka  22  Apr  (ph. 
JMc,  AXH),  and  Otter  Trail  1-2  May  (ph.  SPM, 
D&ST).  The  only  Glossy  Ibis  was  in  Dodge, 
Wl  12-16  May  (TW),  and  an  additional  Ple- 
gadis  ibis  was  in  Swift,  MN  4-6  May  (CV). 

VULTURES  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

Most  raptor  totals  were  well  below  those  from 
recent  years  at  W.P.B.O.,  most  likely  due  to  the 
poor  weather  conditions.  Michigan  claimed 
the  only  Black  Vulture,  one  in  Clare  6 Apr  (MR 
p.a.),  while  the  only  Mississippi  Kite  flew  over 
a softball  game  in  Calumet,  WI  4 Apr  Qeb). 
Minnesota  reported  a record-high  count  of 
1213  Bald  Eagles  at  L.  Pepin,  Goodhue/ 
Wabasha  12  Mar  (KJB).  Michigan  had  Swain- 
son’s  Hawks  3 May  in  Keweenaw  (BJ)  and  20 

6 21  May  at  W.P.B.O.,  and  a Ferruginous 
Hawk  6 Apr  in  Houghton  (ph.  JK,  ph.  TA). 
Both  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin  had  wintering 
Gyrfalcons  linger  into  Mar.  Minnesota  report- 
ed Prairie  Falcons  from  Wilkin  19  Mar  (PBB) 
and  Lac  Qui  Parle  15  May  (BJU).  Rarely  de- 
tected during  migration  were  3 Yellow  Rails  in 
Anoka,  MN  23-27  Apr  (WCM,  SBM).  The  only 
King  Rail  reports  came  from  s.  Wisconsin. 

A female  Wilson’s  Plover  13-14  May  in  Bay- 
field  (RB)  gave  Wisconsin  its  2nd  record,  and  a 
Semipalmated  Plover  in  Racine  14  Apr  QDi) 
was  the  state’s  3rd  earliest  record.  Distressing 
was  the  absence  of  Piping  Plovers  in  Minneso- 
ta and  only  2 in  Wisconsin.  Black-necked  Stilts 
continued  their  recent  invasive  trend.  Wiscon- 
sin had  stilts  in  Ashland  16  Apr  (TO),  Dodge  5- 
6 May  QBa),  and  Manitowoc  16  May  (CS), 
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while  Minnesota  had  2 ads.  27  May  in  Anoka 
(SM,  DFR,  ph.  RPF).  One  in  Hillsdale  14  Apr 
(JRe)  provided  Michigan  its  5th  record.  Min- 
nesota had  89  American  Avocets  in  12  coun- 
ties, including  4 on  the  2nd  earliest  date  of  9 
Apr  in  Big  Stone  (DFN)  and  a record-high 
spring  count  of  41  along  the  Minnesota  River 
Valley,  ChippcwaJLac  Qui  Parle  14  Apr  (BJU). 
Wisconsin  also  had  one  its  largest  flocks  ever 
recorded  (41)  on  22  Apr  in  Columbia  (MM). 
Michigan  had  avocets  in  Saginaw  5-8  & 23-27 
May  (DP,  m.ob.)  and  in  Ottawa  18  May  (CF). 
Wisconsin  birders  experienced  a huge  Willet 
migration  on  29  Apr,  with  hundreds  moving 
through  the  state  in  hocks  ranging  from  30  to 
70  birds.  Minnesota  had  157+  Willets  in  23 
counties,  while  Michigan  had  36  in  three 
counties.  Whimbrels  were  scarce  in  Minneso- 
ta, but  noteworthy  were  inland  records  in  Lac 
Qui  Parle  25  May  (BJU)  and  Anoka  31  May 
(BRL  et  al).  Wisconsin  had  one  of  the  best 
Whimbrel  migrations  in  recent  memory,  while 
numbers  were  normal  in  Michigan.  Both  god- 
wits  were  reported  in  very  low  numbers.  A 
Ruddy  Turnstone  in  Dakota,  MN  1 May 
(DWK)  was  the  states  2nd  earliest  record.  Both 
Michigan  and  Wisconsin  had  only  two  reports 
of  the  declining  Red  Knot.  Noteworthy  for 
Michigan  were  single  Stilt  Sandpipers  in  Sagi- 
naw 3 May  (DP)  and  Berrien  18  May  (PC). 

JAEGERS  THROUGH  NIGHTJARS 

The  only  jaeger  reports  were  2 Parasitics  and 
one  unidentified  at  W.P.B.O.  Michigan  had 
Laughing  Gulls  in  Benzie  12  May  (SJ)  and 
Beirien  14  May  (Jj,  DV,  JW)  and  Franklins 
Gulls  in  Berrien  12  May  (Jj)  and  at  W.P.B.O.  30 
May.  Wisconsin’s  only  Franklin’s  Gulls  were  in 
Racine  23  May  (EK)  and  Bayfield  28  May  (RB). 
Wisconsin  had  its  best  Little  Gull  season  in 
decades,  with  reports  from  six  counties;  in 
contrast,  Michigan  and  Minnesota  had  no  re- 
ports. Rare  were  California  Gulls  11  Mar  in 
Racine,  W1  (p.a.,  RH)  and  6 May  in  Keweenaw, 
MI  (ph.  BJ,  p.a.).  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls 
were  reported  in  good  numbers  from  Wiscon- 
sin and  Minnesota.  Wisconsin  had  a Glaucous- 
winged Gull  in  LaCrosse  22-24  Mar  (DJa)  and 
a Black-legged  Kitiwake  in  Milwaukee  10  May 
(DG).  A large  flock  of  1100  Forster’s  Terns  was 
recorded  in  Ozaukee,  WI  11  May  (SF),  while 
Michigan  had  the  only  Least  Tern  at  W.P.B.O. 
29  May  QoM,  AMB,  PC). 

Wisconsin’s  wintering  Band-tailed  Pigeon 
remained  through  1 Apr  in  St.  Croix  (MB). 
Eurasian  Collared-Doves  have  a strong 
foothold  in  both  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin, 
with  reports  from  13+  and  nine  counties,  re- 
spectively. The  only  Michigan  report  was  of  the 
continuing  birds  in  Berrien  (JW,  m.ob.).  The 
only  White-winged  Dove  was  at  Mora,  Kan- 


abec, MN  10-16  May  (CAM,  ph.  DAC).  Some 
of  the  winter’s  Snowy  Owls  lingered  late  into 
the  season,  with  one  in  Portage,  WI  29  May 
(DC)  and  another  through  end  of  period  in 
Grand  Traverse,  MI  (EW).  Minnesota  had  Bur- 
rowing Owl  pairs  in  Polk  27  Apr+  (JE,  JMJ,  ph. 
PHS)  and  Nonnan  6 May+  (ABL,  JMJ,  ph.  PHS) 
and  one  in  Olmsted  from  early  May+  (CCB, 
m.ob.).  Representing  Minnesota’s  3rd  bighest 
count  from  a single  location  were  22  Short- 
eared Owls  in  Pennington  22  Apr  QMJ,  PHS). 
Michigan  had  Chuck-will’s-widows  in  Liv- 
ingston 4 May  (p.a.,  DW,  LH)  and  after  7 May 
in  Beirien  QW,  p.a.),  while  the  bird  at  Chase- 
burg,  Vernon  WI  (DJa)  returned  for  its  3rd  year. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

In  Michigan,  Western  Kingbirds  were  reported 
from  Allegan  22  May  (SJ)  and  Delta  25  May 
(SH).  Scissor-tailed  Elycatchers  were  observed 
in  Minnesota  23  Apr  in  Lac  Qui  Parle  (HP  et 
al.,  ph.  BJU)  and  1-2  May  in  Clay  (MM  et  al.), 
while  Wisconsin  had  reports  from  Douglas  17 
May  (RaH)  and  Jackson  28  May  (fide  GG). 
Loggerhead  Shrikes  continue  to  decline  in  the 
Region.  Minnesota  reported  only  29  birds  in 
12  counties,  below  normal  for  tbe  10th  con- 
secutive spring.  Wisconsin  had  a nesting  pair 
in  Oconto  (T&IB)  and  one  in  Bayfield  23  Apr 
(RB).  Michigan  hasn’t  had  a spring  bird  in  four 
years!  Wisconsin  had  White-eyed  Vireos  in  six 
counties;  Minnesota  had  one  in  Rock  29  May 
(RLL,  DML).  Bell’s  Vireos  were  found  in  tradi- 
tional areas  in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin,  but 
one  in  Wayne  6 May  (CP,  p.a.)  would  be 
Michigan’s  first  spring  record  since  1997. 

A Black-billed  Magpie  in  Keweenaw  30  Mar 
(NA,  TA)  provided  Michigan  its  7th  state 
record.  Minnesota  had  a record-early  Cliff 
Swallow  in  Dakota  31  Mar  (BRL),  while  Wis- 
consin had  an  early  Barn  Swallow  on  17  Mar  in 
Waukesha  (MG).  Wisconsin  reports  the  pres- 
ence of  Great  Tits  (escapees)  in  four  counties, 
including  confirmed  breeding.  Minnesota  re- 
ported the  only  Rock  Wren  from  Rice  7-8  May 
(GDB,  LM),  a record-early  Blue-gray  Gnat- 
catcher  in  Douglas  13  Apr  (SPM),  and  3 Moun- 
tain Bluebirds  and  a Townsend’s  Solitaire  in 
Lac  Qui  Parle  (BJU).  Wisconsin  had  solitaires 
linger  through  3 Mar  in  Sauk  ODi)  and  6 Mar 
in  Ashland  (RB),  while  Michigan  had  one 
through  6 Mar  in  Marquette  (LT)  and  one  in 
Keweenaw  2 Apr  (ph.  TA).  Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes  were  very  scarce  this  spring,  the  ex- 
ception being  22  seen  on  9 May  in  Grant,  WI 
(RaH).  Winter  Varied  Thrushes  remained  into 
early  Mar  in  Winnebago,  WI  (RK)  and  in  Ben- 
zie, Manistee,  and  Muskegon  in  Michigan. 

Very  rare  for  Michigan’s  Upper  Peninsula 
was  a Blue-winged  Warbler  in  Schoolcraft  20 
May  (LD).  A Golden-winged  Warbler  on  8 


Apr  (p.a.,  MH)  and  a Tennessee  Warbler  on  20 
Apr  (MM),  both  in  Dane,  were  reported  on 
record-early  dates,  while  an  Audubon’s  War- 
bler in  Milwaukee  27  Mar  provided  Wisconsin 
its  2nd  record.  Also  noteworthy  for  Wisconsin 
were  three  reports  each  of  Yellow-throated  and 
Prairie  Warblers.  The  first  ne.  Minnesota 
record  of  the  declining  Cerulean  Warbler 
came  from  Lake  4 May  (ph.  JWL,  SLL),  while 
a Prothonotary  Warbler  on  16  May  in  Polk 
(BDE)  was  far  from  the  usual  state  haunts  and 
provided  only  the  2nd  county  record.  Worm- 
eating Warblers  were  recorded  in  eight  Wis- 
consin counties;  Michigan  had  one  in  Berrien 
16  May  (PC,  TWe).  A male  Kentucky  Warbler 
returned  for  the  7th  consecutive  year  in  Blue 
Earth,  MN  24  May+  (CMB);  Michigan  had  at 
least  2 at  their  usual  haunt  in  Hillsdale  O^e) 
and  one  in  Berrien  27  May  (KM).  A Hooded 
Warbler  in  Delta  24  May  was  the  first  Upper 
Peninsula  report  since  1992.  Michigan  report- 
ed a poor  year  for  Yellow-breasted  Chats,  with 
regular  birds  in  Hillsdale  not  detected  until 
Jun  (JRe);  Wisconsin  had  six  reports  from  four 
counties,  and  Minnesota  had  chats  in  Freeborn 
22  May  (ARW),  Olmsted  23  May  (LAV),  and 
Lac  Qui  Parle  27  May  (BJU). 

TANAGERS THROUGH 
OLD  WORLD  SPARROWS 

Michigan  had  Summer  Tanagers  in  three 
counties,  including  an  unprecedented  2 to- 
gether in  the  Upper  Peninsula’s  Delta  25  May 
(SH).  Wisconsin  had  reports  from  four  coun- 
ties and  Minnesota  from  only  two.  Minnesota 
had  an  influx  of  Western  Tanagers,  with  7 to- 
tal in  six  counties.  Wisconsin  reported  them 
in  Milwaukee  16  May  QM)  and  Juneau  22  May 
(TM),  and  Michigan  had  sightings  in  Baraga 

9- 15  May  (ph.  CW,  ph.  SH,  ph.  JK),  Washte- 
naw 13  May  (p.a.,  JS),  and  Iosco  26-27  May 
(p.a.,  JS,  SJ,  SE).  In  Minnesota,  a wintering 
Spotted  Towhee  lingered  through  8 Mar  in  St. 
Louis  (m.ob.),  while  migrants  were  recorded 
on  21  Apr  in  Chippewa  (BJU),  9-11  May  in 
Chippewa  (SPM)  and  Polk  (ph.  D&LT),  and 

10- 12  May  in  Martin  QNB).  A Eark  Sparrow 
in  Sauk  1 1 Apr  (AH)  established  the  2nd  ear- 
liest date  for  Wisconsin.  Early  in  Wisconsin 
were  a Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  in  Milwaukee  1 Apr 
(JM)  and  a Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  in 
Iowa  9 May  (RaH).  Michigan  had  a Nelson’s 
Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  in  Muskegon  29  May 
(p.a.,  SMi)  and  a Harris’s  Sparrow  in  Ke- 
weenaw 8 May  QY)-  A Smith’s  Longspur  in 
Keweenaw  23  Apr  (ph.  JY,  ZG)  provided 
Michigan  with  its  first  spring  record  since 
1998.  Minnesota  had  some  good  Smith’s 
Longspur  totals,  with  90  and  106  in  Lac  Qui 
Parle  on  22  & 28  Apr,  respectively  (BJU),  and 
60+  in  Polk  9 May  (RPR).  Rarely  detected  as  a 
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migrant  anywhere  away  from  its  last  remain- 
ing stronghold  in  Clay,  MN  was  a Chestnut- 
collared  Longspur  in  Lac  Qui  Parle  17  Apr 
(BJU).  A tardy  flock  of  20  Snow  Buntings  was 
found  in  Columbia,  WI  7 May  (CMa). 

Michigan  reported  the  only  Painted 
Bunting,  a male  in  Marquette  10  May  (ph.  GJ, 
LT).  Not  surprisingly,  the  only  Great-tailed 
Crackle  reports  came  from  Minnesota,  one 
15-17  Apr  in  Wright  (KTP,  CMB)  and  2 males 
and  a female  courting  and  nest-building  in 
Brown  6 May+  (BTS).  Michigan’s  winter  Bul- 
lock’s Oriole  lingered  through  5 Mar,  while 
one  in  Milwaukee  3 May  provided  Wisconsin 
its  2nd  record.  Winter  finches  were  reported 
in  low  numbers  from  Michigan,  highlighted 
by  a Hoary  Redpoll  in  Schoolcraft  15  Mar  (BJ) 
and  singles  at  W.PB.O.  on  25  & 26  Mar  and  8 
Apr.  Michigan  had  2 Common  Chaffinches  in 
Keweenaw  and  another  2+  at  W.PB.O.,  all  ap- 
pearing in  early  May;  these  are  certainly  either 
escapees  or  the  offspring  of  escapees.  The 
wintering  Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow  in  Cass  lin- 
gered through  2 Apr,  and  another  visited  a 
feeder  in  Ontonagon  18  Apr-6  May  (ph.  RS, 
KW);  these  are  Michigan’s  only  state  records! 

Corrigenda:  The  Western  Grebe  in  Portage, 
Wl  25  Apr  was  reported  by  Murray  Berner 
(MBe,  not  MB);  the  Black  Vulture  in  Shi- 


awassee, WI  should  have  been  from  Shi- 
awassee, MI;  delete  the  Mississippi  Kite  from 
Dane,  Wl  22  May;  and  the  Eurasian  Tree  Spar- 
row from  Schroeder,  Cook  was  erroneously  at- 
tributed to  Wisconsin  instead  of  Minnesota 
(N.A.B.  59:  438-440). 

Contributors  (subregional  editors  boldfaced): 
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David  E Nietzel,  Jeff  Nygaard,  Tim  Oksiuta, 
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Stephen  J.  Dinsmore 


The  2006  spring  season  was  character- 
ized by  continued  drought  conditions 
throughout  the  Region.  The  season  be- 
gan with  a strong  southerly  air  flow  in  early 


March  that  produced  38  tornadoes  on  12 
March  in  Missouri.  Cooler  weather  returned 
in  late  March  and  retarded  migration  through- 
out the  Region.  April  was  generally  warm,  dry, 
and  windy  and  saw  a good  push  of  migrants 
with  the  southerly  winds  during  the  latter  half 
of  the  month.  May  was  less  consistent  weath- 
er-wise, as  several  cold  fronts  swept  across  the 
Region  in  mid-month.  This  caused  moderate 
groundings  of  Neotropical  migrants,  and  the 
active  weather  produced  good  movements  of 
migrants  through  the  end  of  the  month,  espe- 
cially in  parts  of  Iowa.  A big  theme  this  spring 
was  the  excellent  shorebird  migration,  espe- 
cially on  the  western  edge  of  the  Region,  and 
perhaps  related  to  this  was  the  exceptional 
flight  of  dark  ibis.  Rarities  included  Garganey 
Ruff,  Inca  Dove,  and  Gray  Kingbird,  plus  a 
nice  assortment  of  lesser  strays,  many  with  a 
southern  or  western  flavor. 

Abbreviations:  C.C.N.W.R.  (Clarence  Can- 
non N.W.R.);  E.B.C.A.  (Eagle  Bluffs  Conser- 
vation Area,  Boone,  MO);  Hawkeye  (W.A., 


Johnson,  lA);  R.M.B.S.  (Riverlands  Migratory 
Bird  Sanctuary,  St.  Charles,  MO);  Riverton 
(W.A.,  Fremont,  lA);  S.C.R.  (Squaw  Creek 
N.W.R.,  Flolt,  MO);  T.G.P  (Tower  Grove  Park, 
St.  Louis  City,  MO). 

WATERFOWL 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  continued 
their  pattern  of  spring  occurrence  in  the  Re- 
gion, with  two  reports  from  Missouri:  2 on 
13-15  May  at  Pertle  Springs,  Johnson  (TKurt 
Dean)  and  one  on  14  May  in  Greene  Gerry 
Sowers,  TDean  Rising  et  al.).  Greater  White- 
fronted  Geese  were  well  represented  across 
the  Region  this  spring:  high  counts  were  800 
on  2 Mar  at  Ted  Shanks  C.A.  (PHa),  2600  on 
4 Mar  at  Riverton  W.A.  (SJD),  17,830  on  7 
Mar  at  S.C.R.  (ED),  and  3000  on  17  Mar  at 
Badger  L.,  Monona  (GLV).  White  geese  were 
also  numerous,  and  Ross’s  Geese  continue 
their  slow  increase,  with  numerous  double- 
digit counts  in  Mar  in  the  w.  half  of  the  Re- 
gion. Tundra  Swans  were  again  scarce  this 
spring,  with  one  Missouri  and  three  Iowa  re- 
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This  Sandhill  Crane  nest,  apparently  only  the  second  for  Missouri,  was  discovered  17  May  2006  (here)  at  Squaw  Creek  Na- 
tional Wildlife  Refuge  in  Holt  County.  Photograph  by  Brian  Lomas. 


ports,  all  in  Mar.  Cinnamon  Teal  were  well 
represented,  with  at  least  four  Missouri  re- 
ports and  two  Iowa  reports;  two  pairs  at 
S.C.R.  18  Apr  (TR)  was  an  unusually  large 
number  for  the  Region.  A stunning  male  Gar- 
ganey  was  discovered  7 Apr  s.  of  Sioux  City, 
Woodbury,  marking  the  3rd  Iowa  record  (ph., 
tPR).  A count  of  50,000  Canvasbacks  11  Mar 
at  Pool  19,  Lee  (CRE)  highlights  the  impor- 
tance of  this  Mississippi  R.  spring  staging  area 
for  the  species.  The  only  “sea”  ducks  reported 
were  a Surf  Scoter  26  Apr-2  May  at  R.M.B.S., 
St.  Charles  (JWE  et  al.)  and  a Long-tailed 
Duck  22  Apr  at  Twelve  Mile  L.,  Union,  lA  QG, 
SJD,  AB).  A count  of  564  Red-breasted  Mer- 
gansers at  Saylorville  2 Apr  (BE)  was  a re- 
markable spring  total  for  the  Region.  Linger- 
ing waterfowl  seemed  more  numerous  than 
usual,  especially  in  Missouri,  with  May 
records  for  all  of  the  more  common  species. 

GROUSE  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

There  were  only  three  reports  of  Gray  Par- 
tridge, all  from  the  n.  half  of  Iowa,  an  indica- 
tion that  this  species  has  still  not  recovered 
from  the  precipitous  decline  in  the  early 
1990s.  There  was  mixed  news  on  Greater 
Prairie-Chicken,  although  numbers  at  most 
Missouri  sites  and  the  single  Iowa  locale 
seemed  to  be  steady  or  slightly  increasing. 
Notable  loon  reports  included  a Red-throated 
Loon  at  Little  Wall  L.,  Hamilton,  lA  14  Apr 
(tMPr,  m.ob.)  and  a Pacific  Loon  15  Apr  at 
Stockton  L.,  Cedar,  MO  (BB).  Red-necked 


Grebes  were  reported  only  in  Iowa,  with  six 
reports  after  1 Apr;  some  of  these  birds  were 
noted  at  potential  nesting  locales  in  May. 
Western  Grebes  were  reported  from  six  lo- 
cales in  the  w.  half  of  Iowa,  including  a record 
spring  count  of  15  on  5 May  at  L.  Manawa, 
Pottawattamie  (LJR  BKP). 

Missouri  documented  the  first  nesting  by 
Double-crested  Cormorants  in  the  w.  half  of 
the  state  with  24  nests  on  26  May  at  Truman 
L.,  Henry  (tBrad  Jacobs).  Herons  were  well 
reported  in  both  states,  although  their  distri- 
bution differed  in  that  few  were  found  in  tra- 
ditional sites  in  se.  Missouri,  but  more  than 
usual  occurred  throughout  the  rest  of  the  Re- 
gion. The  eight  Snowy  Egret  reports  from 
Iowa  were  indicative  of  a good  spring  and 
complemented  five  Little  Blue  Heron  reports. 
Yellow-crowned  Night-Herons  were  found  in 
small  numbers  throughout  Missouri  and  the 
s.  half  of  Iowa,  except  for  one  in  Chickasaw, 
lA  9 May  (DCH).  Unusual  were  two  White 
Ibis  reports  in  Missouri:  one  s.  of  Belton,  Cass 
29  Apr  (tTom  Martin)  and  another  8 May  at 
Bob  Brown  C.A.,  Holt  (tKM).  One  of  the  big 
patterns  of  the  spring  was  the  push  of  Plegadis 
through  both  states.  Glossy  Ibis,  a casual  but 
increasing  spring  migrant,  were  reported  only 
in  Missouri,  with  one  at  Bean  L.,  Platte  15  Apr 
(tKM)  and  up  to  2 at  S.C.R.  26  Apr-20  May 
(tTR,  m.ob.).  White-faced  Ibis  were  widely 
reported  this  spring,  and  in  unprecedented 
numbers,  especially  along  the  Missouri  R. 
corridor.  The  first  were  12  on  12  Apr  at 


Owego  Wetlands,  Woodbury  (GLV).  Huge 
numbers  were  found  at  S.C.R.  mid-Apr+,  with 
top  counts  of  137  on  2 May  (TR)  and  80  on 
28  May  (KM,JPU). 

Mississippi  Kites  were  well  reported  in  Mis- 
souri, especially  away  from  their  traditional 
Mississippi  R.  haunts,  but  none  were  found  in 
Iowa.  Nesting  Bald  Eagles  are  becoming  so  nu- 
merous that  they  now  draw  little  attention.  In 
Missouri,  there  were  123  nests  this  spring,  an 
increase  of  50  from  2001  (Andy  Forbes). 
Swainson’s  Hawks  were  well  reported  in  both 
states,  with  200  on  18  Apr  at  Bigelow  Marsh, 
Holt  (tPM  et  al.)  being  a record  count  for  Mis- 
souri. Late  Merlins  were  reported  in  both 
states,  through  14  May  in  Missouri  and  21 
May  in  Iowa.  Peregrine  Falcons  were  perhaps 
more  numerous  than  usual  this  spring,  espe- 
cially in  early  and  mid-May  as  they  tracked  the 
shorebird  migration  through  the  Region.  The 
only  Prairie  Falcons  were  in  Missouri,  where 
there  were  three  mid-Mar  reports 

RAILS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Yellow  Rails  were  reported  only  in  Iowa, 
where  there  were  three  reports  in  the  period 
24-29  Apr.  King  Rails  are  a species  of  concern 
throughout  the  Region,  so  it  was  heartening 
to  have  small  numbers  detected  by  dedicated 
rail  surveys  in  Missouri,  including  up  to  12 
birds  in  May  at  C.C.N.W.R.,  Pike  and  up  to  6 
in  May  at  BK  Leach/Bittern  Basin,  Lincoln  (AD 
et  al.).  None  were  reported  in  Iowa.  Single 
Common  Moorhens  were  reported  in  both 
states  after  20  Apr.  A Sandhill  Crane  nest  was 
discovered  17  May  at  S.C.R.,  Holt  (tFD,  ph. 
Brian  Lomas),  marking  only  the  2nd  nesting 
record  for  this  species  in  Missouri.  A pair  n.  of 
C.C.N.W.R.,  Pike  on  22  May  (AD)  was  sug- 
gestive of  nesting.  This  species  was  also  wide- 
ly reported  in  Iowa  in  Apr  and  May,  with 
many  of  the  reports  probably  pertaining  to 
nesting  birds.  Five  wandering  subad.  Whoop- 
ing Cranes  from  the  reintroduction  project  at 
Necedah  N.W.R.  in  Wisconsin  spent  6-26 
May  at  Lande  River  W.A.,  Winnebago,  I A 
(tejE  Robert  Schwartz).  A later  Hock  of  7 ex- 
plored as  far  w.  as  Palo  Alto,  lA  19  May  before 
returning  home  (tRobert  Schwartz).  One 
wonders  if  this  pattern  of  occurrence  in  the 
Region  will  increase. 

The  shorebird  migration  was  excellent  this 
spring,  especially  along  the  Missouri  R.  corri- 
dor in  both  states.  In  Missouri,  the  hotspot 
was  S.C.R.,  where  impressive  numbers  on  13 
May  included  10,005  Lesser  Yellowlegs  (TR) 
and  516  Hudsonian  Godwits,  2903  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpipers,  8918  White-rumped 
Sandpipers,  5002  Pectoral  Sandpipers,  1012 
Stilt  Sandpipers,  1720  Dunlins,  and  2011  Wil- 
sons Phalaropes  (DAE  et  al.).  The  hotspot  in 
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Iowa  was  Riverton,  just  to  the  n.  of  S.C.R., 
where  counts  that  same  day  (13  May)  includ- 
ed 491  Hudsonian  Godwits,  2000  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpipers,  800  White-rumped 
Sandpipers,  213  Stilt  Sandpipers,  284  Wil- 
son’s Phalaropes,  and  71  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  (SJD).  Dowitcher  ratios  (Short- 
billed to  Long-billed)  of  701:50  at  S.C.R. 
(DAE  et  al.)  and  77:244  at  Riverton  (SJD)  on 
13  May  did  little  to  clarify  the  timing  and 
abundance  of  their  migration  through 
the  w.  part  of  the  Region.  Long-billed 
Dowitcher  is  generally  far  more  abun- 
dant along  the  Missouri  R.,  and  they  oc- 
cur here  much  later  in  spring  than  else- 
where in  the  Region. 

American  Golden-Plovers  staged  a 
relatively  early  migration  this  spring, 
with  a peak  of  2000  in  Lincoln  1 Apr 
(Tom  Borman,  DR);  peak  numbers  in 
lov/a  occurred  in  the  period  8-12  Apr, 
and  few  were  seen  anywhere  in  May. 
Black-necked  Stilts  continue  to  increase 
in  the  Region.  In  Missouri,  these  includ- 
ed up  to  3 after  15  Apr  at  S.C.R.  (KM, 
m.ob.),  one  at  E.B.C.A.  23-27  Apr  (KA  et  ^ 
al),  2 at  R.M.B.S.  28  Apr  QWE),  and  2 in 
Lincoln  13  May  (SS,  Eric  Schuette).  In 
Iowa,  pairs  were  seen  25  May  at  Mallard 
Marsh,  Cerro  Gordo  (ph.  PH)  and  25-27  May 
at  Hawkeye  (CRE,  DP).  There  was  a decent 
flight  of  American  Avocets  through  the  Re- 
gion in  late  Apr,  with  peaks  of  30  at  Coralville 
Res.,  Johnson,  lA  20  Apr  (CRE  et  al.)  and  38 
at  R.M.B.S.  25-26  Apr  QPU,  jWE);  other  pre- 
dominantly “western”  migrants  like  Willet 
and  Marbled  Godwits  occurred  in  near-nor- 
mal numbers.  Rarities  included  2 Whimbrel 
reports  in  each  state  between  9 and  21  May 
and  at  least  one  female  Ruff  29  May-1  Apr  at 
Bigelow  Marsh,  Holt,  MO  (tDAE,  tTR,  m.ob., 
ph.)  and  another  21  May  at  E.B.C.A.  (tjean 
Leona  tti). 

Laughing  Gulls  are  rare  spring  transients  in 
the  Region,  and  the  only  reports  were  single 
ads.  on  12  Apr  and  25  May  at  R.M.B.S.,  St. 
Charles  (DR,  CM).  Franklin’s  Gulls  were  one 
of  the  few  “western”  waterbirds  that  was 
scarce  this  spring,  with  no  reports  of  concen- 
trations over  200  birds.  An  ad.  Little  Gull  at 
R.M.B.S.,  St.  Charles  12  Apr  (ph.,  tJPU)  was  a 
good  find  in  spring.  Other  notable  gull  re- 
ports included  a California  Gull  2 Mar  at  Say- 
lorville  (tAMJ),  3 Icelands  in  Scott,  lA 
through  28  Mar  (ph.,  tSMF,  m.ob.),  Lesser 
Black-backeds  in  Iowa  (five  reports)  and  Mis- 
souri (one  report),  and  possibly  as  many  as  5 
Great  Black-backeds  through  7 Apr  in  Scott, 
lA  (tSMF,  m.ob.).  There  were  2 reports  of 
Least  Terns  from  each  state,  all  from  expected 
locales  along  major  rivers. 


D0¥ES  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

White-winged  Doves,  clearly  on  the  increase 
in  the  Region,  were  reported  only  in  Missouri, 
with  singles  15-18  May  at  Liberty,  Clay  (Lin- 
da Williams)  and  16  May  at  East  Prairie,  Mis- 
sissippi (site  of  a 2005  nesting  attempt;  Shane 
Pruett).  An  Inca  Dove  made  a rare  appearance 
12  Apr  at  Columbia,  Boone  (tSarah  Pelc  et 
al).  The  only  spring  holdovers  from  the 
Snowy  Owl  irruption  were  in  Iowa,  where  an 


Prairie  Warbler  was  present  at  Pleasant  Creek  Recreation  Area,  Benton 
County,  Iowa  after  20  {here  27)  May  2006.  Photograph  by  Jay  Gilliam. 


especially  Tree  Swallow,  with  first  reports  on  6 
Mar  at  E.B.C.A.  (KA)  and  12  Mar  in  Lee,  lA 
(Linda  Johnson).  A few  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  remained  from  the  minor  inva- 
sion this  winter,  including  late  dates  of  7 May 
at  T.G.P  (Mike  Thelen)  and  12  May  at  Ames, 
Story,  lA  (David  C.  Edwards).  Bewick’s  Wrens 
continue  to  be  scarce  in  the  Region.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  usual  scattered  few  in  Missouri,  re- 
ports included  a pair  in  Decatur,  lA  8-22  Apr 
(tJRL),  2 in  Boone,  MO  late  Apr-12  May 
(PM),  and  a pair  after  15  May  at  Shimek 
S.E,  Lee,  lA  (CRE,  DP). 

The  thrush  migration  was  fair 
through  the  Region,  with  good  numbers 
detected  on  the  ground  and  at  night  in 
early  to  mid-May.  The  Gray-cheeked 
Thrush  movement  was  particularly  good 
in  both  states,  and  late  Hermit  Thrushes 
were  detected  13  May  in  Buchanan,  MO 
(LL)  and  19  May  in  Hancock,  lA  (AB, 
ph.).  A Sprague’s  Pipit  22  Apr  in  Fre- 
'EiI  mont  (tSJD,  tAB,  tJG)  was  found  as  a re- 
suit  of  a targeted  search  for  this  species, 
’Ig  which  may  be  a regular  but  overlooked 
migrant  in  w.  Iowa.  An  extremely  late 
American  Pipit  on  29  May  at  R.M.B.S. 
(tBR)  was  the  latest  ever  for  Missouri. 


ad.  male  lingered  through  25  Apr  at  Clear 
Lake,  Cerro  Gordo  (ph.  PH),  Two  Long-eared 
Owl  nests  in  Livingston  (SK)  provided  a rare 
Missouri  nesting  record.  Ruby-throated  Hum- 
mingbirds arrived  ahead  of  schedule  in  both 
states,  on  2 Apr  at  both  Cape  Girardeau  and 
St.  Louis  in  Missouri  (fide  CM)  and  on  22  Apr 
in  Carroll,  lA  (tVictor  Webber). 

Yellow-bellied  and  Alder  Flycatchers  were 
reported  in  small  numbers  from  both  states, 
most  during  their  expected  mid-  to  late  May 
migration  window.  Western  Kingbirds  contin- 
ue to  consolidate  their  range  slowly  in  both 
states,  with  increasing  reports  in  the  e.  part  of 
the  Region.  A Gray  Kingbird  reported  24  May 
at  Salem,  Dent  (t David  Plank),  said  to  have 
been  present  for  several  days  prior  to  this 
date,  would  be  a first  for  Missouri  and  the  Re- 
gion if  accepted.  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  are 
expanding  northward  in  Missouri,  with 
Apr-May  reports  from  Boone,  Buchanan,  and 
Cass;  there  was  a lone  report  from  Iowa  on  29 
Apr  in  Fremont  (Steve  Matherly,  fide  WRS), 

, where  the  species  is  still  rare. 

White-eyed  Vireos  were  reported  from  11 
Iowa  counties  after  22  Apr,  an  above-normal 
number  for  spring.  Fish  Crows  were  again 
well  reported  from  Missouri,  with  a few  scat- 
tered individuals  n.  and  w.  of  their  core  range, 
especially  along  the  Missouri  R.  Black-billed 
Magpies  continue  to  maintain  their  toehold  in 
nw.  Iowa:  2 were  in  Plymouth  15  May  (Dick 
Bierman).  Swallows  arrived  early  this  spring, 


WARBLERS  THROUGH  TANUGEiS 

The  warbler  migration  drew  mixed  reviews, 
with  generally  weak  flights  in  Missouri  but 
good  flights  in  many  parts  of  Iowa.  Interesting 
reports  included  a rare  Brewster’s  Warbler  in 
late  Apr  in  Adair,  MO  (Philip  Wire),  single 
male  Black-throated  Blues  in  Iowa  at  Ledges 
S.P.,  Boone  on  13-14  May  (NAO)  and  at  jester 
Park,  Polk  21  May  (BE),  a male  Audubon’s 
Warbler  at  Nine  Eagles  S.P.,  Decatur,  lA  15 
May  (tSSP,  tJRL),  a Prairie  after  20  May  at 
Pleasant  Creek  Recreation  Area,  Benton,  lA 
Oim  Forde  et  al),  and  a Swainson’s  22  Apr  in 
St.  Louis,  MO  (TRandy  Korolev).  Oddly,  it  was 
a poor  year  for  Cape  May  Warblers  in  Mis- 
souri (three  reports  30  Apr-13  May),  but 
above-average  numbers  were  detected  in 
Iowa,  especially  21-25  May  in  n.-cen.  Iowa 
(SSP,  KLP,  PH,  John  Bissell).  Species  that  drew 
attention  in  both  states  were  Cerulean  and 
Connecticut  Warblers.  Cerulean  was  widely 
reported  from  the  e.  half  of  Missouri,  with  a 
peak  of  12  at  Weldon  Springs  C.A.,  St.  Charles 
22  Apr  (BB,  Rad  Widmer),  while  17  Iowa  re- 
ports were  ail  from  the  se.  portion  of  the  state 
except  for  one  in  Cerro  Gordo  20  May  (SSP, 
KLP).  The  Connecticut  Warbler  flight  was 
better  than  average,  with  six  Missouri  reports 
12-24  May  and  five  Iowa  reports  20-26  May 
exemplifying  their  narrow  migration  window 
in  the  Region.  Hooded  Warblers  were  thought 
to  be  expanding  in  Missouri,  while  the  typical 
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smattering  of  reports  in  Iowa  included  a clus- 
ter of  three  reports  6-20  May  in  n.-cen.  Iowa 
(RGo,  PH). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Spotted  Towhee  reports  totaled  6 birds  in  Mis- 
souri and  2 in  Iowa  through  early  May.  Clay- 
colored  Sparrows  experienced  a typical  mi- 
gration, with  a few  in  the  e.  parts  of  both 
states;  high  counts  were  reported  at  Algona, 


Kossuth,  lA  3 May  (12;  MCK)  and  in  Clay, 
MO  13  May  (7;  KM).  Henslows  Sparrows 
were  widely  reported  in  both  states,  but  espe- 
cially in  Iowa,  and  they  are  now  considered 
locally  common  in  s.  Iowa,  where  rare  20 
years  ago.  Nelsons  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  are 
rare-but-regular  late  spring  migrants  in  the 
Region.  This  spring,  there  were  3 in  Missouri 
8-19  May  (SK.  PM,  DR,  CM)  and  3 in  Iowa 
20-29  May  (NAO,  SSP,  PH),  about  normal  for 
spring.  Sparrows,  especially  the  Zonotrichia, 
lingered  into  mid-May  in  both  states.  A tardy 
Fox  Sparrow  through  18  May  in  Boone  (tEdge 
Wade)  was  Missouri’s  latest  ever.  A Harris’s 
Sparrow  in  Linn,  lA  23  May  (Bill  Scheible) 
was  late,  as  was  a White-crowned  Sparrow  the 
same  day  in  St.  Charles,  MO  QWE).  Oddly, 
there  were  more  May  reports  of  Dark-eyed 
Juncos  in  Missouri  than  in  Iowa,  including  a 
single  through  the  end  of  the  period  at  Kear- 
ney, Clay  (Jo  Ann  Eldridge).  Smith’s 
Longspurs  are  known  to  be  regular  spring  mi- 
grants across  the  Region,  but  their  secretive 
habits,  short  migration  window,  and  prefer- 
ence for  open  habitats  not  often  visited  by 
birders  usually  cause  them  to  be  underreport- 
ed. Reports  this  spring  were  encouraging.  The 
four  Missouri  sightings  spanned  3 Mar-1  Apr, 
with  a peak  of  350  at  St.  Joseph,  Buchanan  3 
Mar  (MR).  The  nine+  Iowa  reports  in  the  pe- 


riod 5 Mar-22  Apr  included  peaks  of  200  on 
9-10  Mar  in  Decatur  (TJRL,  Nathan  Miller) 
and  120  on  23  Apr  at  three  locations  in  Kos- 
suth (MCK,  PH).  Snow  Buntings  lingered  into 
Mar  in  both  states:  14  Mar  at  Mozingo  L., 
Nodaway  (tDAE)  and  17  Mar  at  Hanlontown 
Marsh,  Worth,  lA  (ph.  PH). 

Lazuli  Buntings  reports  included  3 birds  in 
w.  Missouri  in  the  period  14-17  May,  more  than 
normal;  a report  from  Iowa  is  under  review.  A 
cooperative  ad.  male  Painted 
Bunting  7 May+  at  Brookside  Park  in 
Ames,  Stoty  (tSSP  KLP,  m.ob.)  fur- 
nished Iowa’s  2nd  record.  The  Great- 
tailed Grackle  expansion  in  the  Re- 
gion seems  to  have  slowed,  although 
increasingly  this  species  is  appearing 
in  the  e.  half  of  the  Region,  as  indi- 
cated by  this  spring’s  reports  of  5 in 
e.  Missouri  and  one  in  e.  Iowa.  After 
the  lackluster  2005-2006  winter 
finch  flight,  it  wasn’t  surprising  that 
few  were  reported  this  spring.  Purple 
Pinches  lingered  through  late  Apr  in 
both  states.  Iowa  had  a White- 
winged Crossbill  at  Pairmont  Ceme- 
tery, Scott  8 Mar  (WMZ)  and  a Com- 
mon Redpoll  at  Bacon  Creek  Park, 
Woodbuiy  22  Mar  (PR).  Pine  Siskins 
were  also  scarce,  but  the  few  reports 
included  singles  in  Holt,  MO 
through  1 May  (TR),  in  Ccito  Gordo,  lA  4 May 
(CJP),  and  at  Cedar  Hill,  Jefferson,  MO  13  May 
(Wally  George). 

Contributors:  IOWA:  Aaron  Brees  (AB), 
Stephen  J.  Dinsmore  (SJD),  Chris  R.  Edwards 
(CRE),  Bery  Engebretsen  (BE),  Carolyn  J.  Pis- 
cher  (CJP),  Steve  Preed  (SMP),  Jay  Gilliam 
QG),  Rita  Goranson  (RGo),  Douglas  C.  Harr 
(DCH),  Paul  Hertzel  (PH),  Ann  M.  Johnson 
(AMJ),  Matthew  C.  Kenne  (MCK),  Jeff  R.  Liv- 
ingston Nick  A.  Osness  (NAO),  Loren 

J.  Padelford  (LJP),  Barbara  K.  Padelford 
(BKP),  Katy  L.  Patterson  (KLP),  Shane  S.  Pat- 
terson (SSP),  Diana  Pesek  (DP),  Mark 
Proescholdt  (MPr),  Paul  Roisen  (PR),  W.  Ross 
Silcock  (WRS),  Gerald  L.  Von  Ehwegen 
(GLV).  MISSOURI:  Kathleen  Anderson  (KA), 
Bob  Bailey  (BB),  Abby  Darrah  (AD),  Prank 
Durbian  (ED),  Joseph  W.  Eades  QWE),  David 
A.  Easterla  (DAE),  Patrick  Harrison  (PHa), 
Steve  Kinder  (SK),  Larry  Lade  (EL),  Charlene 
Malone  (CM),  Kristi  Mayo  (KM),  Paul 
McKenzie  (PM),  Mark  Robbins  (MR),  Tom- 
mie Rogers  (TR),  Dave  Rogles  (DR),  Bill 
Rowe  (BR),  Scott  Schuette  (SS),  Joshua  P Uff- 
man  GPU).  © 


Stephen  J.  Dinsmore,  5711  Valley  Road,  Ames,  Iowa 
50010,  (cootjr@iastate.edu) 


This  cooperative  male  Painted  Bunting  graced  Brookside  Park  in  Story 
County,  Iowa  7 (here  11)  May  2006  and  later,  providing  just  a second  state 
record.  Photograph  by  Jay  Gilliam. 
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The  spring  2006  season  was  one  of  high- 
ly variable  weather  conditions.  While 
the  northern  portion  of  the  Region  ex- 
perienced relatively  normal  rainfall,  much 'of 
southern  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  were  quite 
dry,  especially  during  April.  Overall,  tempera- 
tures were  warmer  than  normal,  with  an  ab- 
normally warm  month  of  April  bringing  an 
early  onset  to  spring.  In  contrast,  much  of  the 
middle  of  May  was  cooler  and  wetter  than 
normal.  The  early  season  warmth  resulted  in 
an  early  emergence  of  leaves,  making  for  diffi- 
cult passerine  viewing  conditions.  The  cool, 
wet  period  in  mid-May  was  severe  enough  to 
cause  some  mortality  and  nesting  failure  in 
several  species.  Most  remarkable  was  an  ap- 
parently fairly  widespread  die-off  of  Purple 
Martins  across  central  and  western  Kentucky. 
In  part  due  to  the  lack  of  early-season  flood 
waters  to  create  habitat,  shorebird  migration 
was  relatively  unspectacular  in  most  areas. 
Rarity  highlights  included  a Fulvous 
Whistling-Duck,  Gull-billed  Tern,  and  Varied 
Thrush  in  Tennessee  and  a pair  of  Cinnamon 
Teal,  Swainson’s  Hawk,  and  continuing  Varied 
Thrush  and  Spotted  Towhee  in  Kentucky. 

Abbreviations:  Barkley  Dam  (Barkley  Dam, 
Livingston/Lyon,  KY);  Britton  Ford  (in  Big 
Sandy  Unit,  Tennessee  N.W.R.,  Benton,  TN); 
Ensley  (Ensley  Bottoms,  including  the 
EARTH  Complex,  in  sw.  Shelby,  TN);  Ken- 
tucky Dam  (at  n.  end  of  Kentucky  L.,  Liv- 
ingston/Marshall, KY);  Kentucky  Dam  Village 
(Kentucky  Dam  Village  State  Resort  Park, 
Marshall,  KY);  Pace  Point  (Pace  Point,  Big 
Sandy  Unit,  Tennessee  N.W.R.,  Henry,  TN); 
Radnor  (Radnor  L.  State  Natural  Area,  David- 
son, TN);  Sauerheber  (Sauerheber  Unit 
Sloughs  W.M.A.,  Henderson,  KY);  S.  Holston 
L.  (Sullivan,  TN);  Standifer  Gap  (Standifer 
Gap  Marsh,  Hamilton,  TN). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCOHS 

Overall,  waterfowl  migration  was  modest. 
The  only  notable  peak  counts  were  for  ca. 


1000  Northern  Pintails  in  w.  Hen- 
derson, KY  1 Mar  (CC)  and  546 
Ruddy  Ducks — a new  state  high 
count — at  L.  Peewee,  Hopkins,  KY 
26  Mar  (AM).  Rarities  were  limited 
to  a Fulvous  Whistling-Duck — a 
very  rare  vagrant  to  the  Region — in 
Robertson,  TN  19  Apr-19  May 
(MMu,  m.ob.)  and  a pair  of  Cinna- 
mon Teal  at  Sauerheber  8 Apr  (ph. 
DR,  KOS)-10  Apr  (DAy).  Two  re- 
ports of  hybrids  from  Kentucky 
were  of  interest:  an  imm.  goose  that 
exhibited  intermediate  characters  between 
Ross’s  and  Snow  in  Warren,  KY  21  Mar-Apr 
20  (ph.  DR)  and  a male  teal  possessing  char- 
acters of  both  Green-winged  and  Blue- 
winged, in  the  company  of  ca.  6 of  the  latter 
at  Sauerheber  18  May  (BP). 

The  wintering  flock  of  Tundra  Swans  at 
Sauerheber  lingered  into  early  Mar,  with  7 last 
reported  there  11  Mar  (BP,  CC).  A second- 
year  male  Surf  Scoter  was  at  Cane  Creek  Park, 
Putnam,  TN  23  May  (SJS).  A White-winged 


Scoter  was  at  S.  Holston  L.  13  Mar  (WC,  LaM, 
CP).  The  only  scoters  reported  -from  Ken- 
tucky were  single  female/imm.  Black  Scoters 
on  the  Ohio  R.,  one  at  Louisville  5 Mar  (ph. 
BY,  MY),  and  one  near  the  Daviess/Hancock 
line  6 Mar  (DAy).  Female  Hooded  Mergansers 
with  broods  in  Boone  (LeM,  jC,  KaC),  Ohio 
(RDn),  and  Rowan  (SJS,  BSt  et  al.)  all  repre- 
sented first  county  breeding  records  in  Ken- 
tucky. 

Tardy  waterfowl  included  a male  Gadwall 
at  Kentucky  Dam  25  May  (DR);  a pair  of 
Northern  Shovelers  at  Sauerheber  through  19 
May  (DR);  an  injured  male  Northern  Pintail 
at  Kentucky  Dam  through  25  May  (DR  et  al); 
a female  Ring-necked  Duck  in  Rowan,  KY  20 
May  (GR);  a female  Greater  Scaup  in  w.  Ful- 
ton, KY  5 May  (ph.  HC  et  al);  a Bufflehead  in 
Hamilton,  TN  23  May  (KeC,  DJ,  KW);  a fe- 
male Common  Merganser  at  Middlebrook  L., 
Sullivan,  TN  21  Mar  (RK)  and  5 above 
Barkley  Dam  25  Mar  (BP);  and  a female  Red- 


breasted Merganser  on  the  Ohio  R.,  Campbell, 
KY  20  May  (FR). 

A Red-necked  Grebe  and  2 Western 
Grebes  were  at  Pace  Point  5 Mar  (CS,  MWe); 
the  Westerns  lingered  through  at  least  9 Mar 
(MT,  MWe)  and  were  likely  the  same  2 that 
were  originally  found  at  Britton  Ford  23  Dec 
ORW).  One  to  2 Red-necked  Grebes  were  at 
Owensboro,  Daviess,  KY  26-29  Mar  (ph.  SA); 
one  was  above  Kentucky  Dam  29  Apr  (ph. 
HC,  KOS)  through  7 May  OBr,  BY,  MY), 
where  a Western  Grebe  was  noted  6 May 
(tJBr).  An  Eared  Grebe  at  S.  Holston  L.  30 
Apr  (RC)  was  late. 

An  early  Anhinga  was  unusual  away  from 
the  Mississippi  R.  in  Fayette,  TN  30  Mar 
(RDn).  Numbers  of  northbound  Double- 
crested  Cormorants  appeared  to  be  reduced  in 
Kentucky  this  spring.  Approximately  600+ 
American  White  Pelicans  were  still  on  L. 
Barkley,  Trigg,  KY  3 Mar  (KBr).  American  Bit- 
terns were  reported  in  above-average  num- 
bers, mostly  from  e.  Tennessee,  with  8 report- 
ed from  six  locations  5 Mar-23  Apr;  a count 
of  5 at  Sauerheber  8 Apr  (DR,  KOS)  rep- 
resented a new  high  count  for  Kentucky. 
Least  Bitterns  arrived  at  Standifer  Gap, 
where  they  breed  in  large  numbers,  14 
Apr  (DPa);  up  to  2 were  at  Kyker  Bot- 
toms, Blount,  TN,  where  they  are  unusu- 
al, 13  May+  (JeA  et  al);  and  one  to  3 
were  reported  from  three  Kentucky  lo- 
cales in  May  (BP,  DR).  Single  Tricolored 
Herons — always  rare  in  the  Region  but 
especially  in  spring — were  at  Old  Hicko- 
ry L.,  Sumner,  TN  1 May  (tCG)  and 
Chickasaw  N.W.R.,  Lauderdale,  TN  21 
May  (MTOS).  A White  Ibis  was  at  Brain- 
erd  Levee,  Hamilton,  TN  27  May  (KW). 
There  were  two  reports  of  Glossy  Ibis  in  Ten- 
nessee: 6 at  Standifer  Gap  2 May  (DAb,  DPa) 
and  2 at  Chickasaw  N.W.R.,  Lauderdale  21 
May  (DPr,  MTOS). 

Nesting  Ospreys  continue  to  return  to  Ken- 
tucky earlier  and  earlier;  this  year,  birds  ap- 
peared on  L.  Barkley,  Trigg  7 Mar  (HC),  a new 
record-early  date.  Single  Mississippi  Kites  in 
Knox,  TN  13  May  (SH)  and  Monroe,  TN  18 
May  (WJ)  were  unusual  away  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi floodplain.  An  ad.  Northern 
Goshawk,  always  rare  in  the  Region,  was  re- 
ported from  Blount,  TN  1 Apr  (CM  et  al).  A 
light-morph  ad.  Swainson’s  Hawk  at  Sauerhe- 
ber 8 Apr  (ph.  DR  et  al.)  will  become  a first 
confirmed  record  for  Kentucky  when  accept- 
ed by  its  B.R.C.  There  were  several  reports  of 
w.  forms  of  Red-tailed  Hawk  in  Kentucky,  the 
most  noteworthy  of  which  were  2 ad.  Harlan’s 
Hawks  in  w.  Hopkins  12  Mar  (ph.  BP)  and  an 
ad.  dark-morph  calurus  over  e.  Jefferson  30 
Mar  (MMn).  A juv.  Golden  Eagle  was  found 


This  pair  of  Cinnamon  Teal  was  present  in  Henderson  County,  Ken- 
tucky 8 (here)  through  10  April  2006.  Photograph  by  David  Roemer. 
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This  light-morph  adult  Swainson's  Hawk  over  western 
Henderson  County  8 April  2006  provided  a long-overdue 
first  confirmed  record  of  the  species  for  Kentucky. 

Photograph  by  David  Roemer. 

electrocuted  in  Owen,  KY  in  early  Apr  (BSn, 
fide  BSm).  Merlins  were  reported  in  much 
lower  numbers  than  during  the  previous  year 
in  Tennessee,  with  only  2 reported  3 & 29 
Apr;  in  Kentucky,  4 reported  at  three  locales  1 
Mar-7  May  (m.ob.)  was  fairly  typical.  Pere- 
grine Falcon  numbers  were  average  in  Ten- 
nessee; in  Kentucky,  only  3 birds  were  ob- 
served in  non-breeding  areas  10  Apr-1 1 May 
(EM,  GL,  DR). 

RAILS  THROUGH  NIGHTJARS 

Kentucky’s  only  King  Rail  was  a bird  heard  at 
Sauerheber  8 Apr  (DR,  KOS).  Virginia  Rail 
numbers  at  Standifer  Gap  peaked  14  Apr  with 
5 (DPa).  Seven  pairs  of  Virginias  were 
seen/lieard  at  two  Muhlenberg,  KY  sites  during 
May,  although  the  only  evidence  of  nesting 
that  could  be  found  included  defensive  call- 
ing and  an  empty  nest  (BP);  the  species  has 
not  been  confirmed  breeding  in  the  state.  A 
Common  Moorhen  at  Kyker  Bottoms,  Blount, 
TN  13-29  May  (JW,  JeA  et  al.)  was  uncom- 
mon for  the  Region;  the  only  reports  for  Ken- 
tucky were  at  traditional  breeding  locales  in 
Henderson  (CC)  and  Union  (BP).  Sandhill 
Crane  migration  through  the  Region  was  es- 
sentially complete  by  the  first  week  of  Mar, 
the  latest  being  3 over  Lame,  KY  15  Apr  (SB, 
BBC)  and  one  in  Daviess,  KY  27  Apr  (ph.  BL). 

Shorebird  migration  was  nearly  devoid  of 
extremely  interesting  dates,  peak  counts,  or 
vagrants.  Overall,  the  migration  of  most 
species  appeared  to  be  delayed  by  about  a 
week.  Two  Baird’s  Sandpipers  at  Ensley  31  Mar 
(MT,  JRW)  offered  further  evidence  of  a small, 
but  apparently  annual,  early-season  move- 
ment that  occurs  prior  to  a slightly  larger  peak 
in  late  Apr  and  early  May.  A Long-billed  Dow- 
itcher  at  Britton  Ford  9 Mar  (MT)  was  very 
early.  A few  peak  counts  of  interest  included 
170-r  Greater  Yellowlegs  in  w.  Fulton,  KY  22 
Apr  (RDn);  113  Solitary  Sandpipers,  a new 
state  high  count,  at  Chaney  L.,  Warren,  KY  19 
Apr  (DR);  ca.  500  Semipalmated  Sandpipers 
in  Muhlenberg,  KY  29  May  (DR,  TD);  and  234 


Dunlins  in  w.  Henderson,  KY  19  May  (DR). 

Black-necked  Stilts  are  rare  vagrants  away 
from  the  Mississippi  R.,  so  one  in  Cumber- 
land, TN  29  Apr  0<&fAM)  was  noteworthy. 
Even  more  surprising,  because  of  the  possi- 
bility of  breeding,  was  a pair  at  Duck  River 
Unit,  Tennessee  N.W.R.,  Humphreys,  TN  17 
Apr  and  24  May  (ph.  CFr).  Willet  migration 
was  highlighted  by  a flock  of  75  at  Et. 
Loudoun  L.,  Loudoun,  TN  30  Apr  (KDE);  18 
at  Kentucky  Dam  Village  29  Apr  (HC,  KOS); 
and  11  at  Reelfoot  L.,  Lake/Obion,  TN  8 May 
(RK).  A flock  of  20  Marbled  Godwits  in  Muh- 
lenberg 21  Apr  (ph.  RDn)  represented  a new 
high  count  for  Kentucky.  Two  to  5 Western 
Sandpipers — generally  rare  and  occurring 
across  only  the  w.  portion  of  the  Region  in 
spring — were  reported  on  three  occasions  at 
two  w.  Kentucky  locales  9 Apr-2  May  (HC, 
CC,  ph.  BP).  At  least  2 Baird’s  Sandpipers  at 
Brainerd  Levee,  Hamilton,  TN  17-21  May 
(BWa,  CFg,  JJ,  tKC  et  al.)  were  noteworthy 
not  only  for  their  presence  so  far  e.  but  also 
for  so  late  in  the  season.  One  to  2 Wilson’s 
Phalaropes  were  reported  at  four  Kentucky 
locales  22  Apr-27  May. 

Two  to  5 Franklin’s  Gulls  were  at  Kentucky 
Dam  Village  11-15  May.  A Laughing  Gull  was 
at  Mud  L,  Shelby,  TN  11  Mar  ORW);  one  to  5 
were  at  Kentucky  Dam  Village  30  Apr-25  May, 
with  one  and  3 at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  Jeffer- 
son, KY  1 (BY,  MY)  & 24  May  (ph.  AG,  BE), 
respectively.  The  season’s  last  Thayer’s  Gull 
was  a first-year  bird  at  Barkley  Dam  15  Mar 


mons  (BP),  both  representing  new  state  high 
counts.  Small  numbers  of  Black  Terns  were 
noted  at  scattered  Kentucky  locales  30  Apr-25 
May.  An  ad.  Gull-billed  Tern  at  Kingston 
Steam  Plant,  Roane,  TN  26-27  May  (TTW,  JC) 
furnished  the  Region’s  3rd  record. 

Three  Black-billed  Cuckoos  were  reported 
from  three  middle  and  w.  Tennessee  counties 
3-17  May;  in  Kentucky,  one  to  2 were  report- 
ed at  1 1 locales  28  Apr-26  May.  Extraordinar- 
ily early  was  a flightless  hatchling  Eastern 
Screech-Owl  turned  in  to  a raptor  rehabilitator 
19  Mar  OH);  the  bird  originated  from  Camp- 
bell, KY  and  likely  hatched  around  1 Mar  (fide 
JH).  A pair  of  Great  Horned  Owls  successfully 
nested  in  a Great  Blue  Heron  heronry  in 
Kingsport,  Sullivan,  TN  (MK,  m.ob.);  perhaps 
understandably,  the  herons  did  not  occupy 
any  nests  within  15-20  m of  the  owl  nest.  A 
few  Short-eared  Owls  lingered  through  18  Mar 
in  Bledsoe,  TN  (m.ob.)  and  2 Apr  in  Greene, 
TN  (BBr,  m.ob.).  Single  Chuck- will’s-widows 
in  Hickman,  TN  (MD)  and  Jackson,  TN  (NSL) 
14  Apr  were  unusually  early. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Olive-sided  Flycatchers  were  reported  from  e. 
Tennessee  in  above-average  numbers;  one  to  2 
were  reported  from  four  Kentucky  locales  19- 
26  May  (MWa,  DR,  RDv,  BP).  An  Alder  Fly- 
catcher was  at  Shelby  Bottoms,  Nashville,  TN 
14  May  (TW,  JC);  one  to  5 were  reported  at 
eight  locales  14-27  May  in  Kentucky.  Yellow- 
bellied  Flycatchers  made  their  usual  mid-May 


These  Marbled  Godwits  were  part  of  a flock  of  20  in  southeastern  Muhlenberg  County,  Kentucky 
21  April  2006 — a new  record  high  count  for  the  state.  Photograph  byRoseanna  Derrton. 


(DR),  while  the  latest  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull  was  an  ad.  above  Kentucky  Dam  25  Mar 
(BP).  Two  Caspian  Terns  on  L.  Barkley,  Lyon 
25  Mar  (BY,  MY,  BP)  established  another  new 
early  record  for  Kentucky.  An  exceptional  fall- 
out of  medium-sized  terns  occurred  in  the 
vicinity  of  Kentucky  Dam  11  May,  with 
800-1000  Forster’s/Commons  at  Kentucky 
Dam  Village  marina  11  May  (BY,  MY)  and 
peak  species  counts  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
that  day  of  400+  Forster’s  (DR)  and  280  Corn- 


push,  with  3 reported  from  three  locations 
across  Tennessee  13-18  May;  in  Kentucky,  one 
to  3 were  reported  at  eight  locales  14-27  May. 
A Western  Kingbird  was  at  Eagle  Lake 
W.M.A.,  Shelby,  TN  12-13  May  (ViR,  DPr). 
Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  returned  to  now-an- 
nual nesting  locations  in  Rutherford,  TN  20 
Apr  (JC),  Livirrgston,  KY  29  Apr  (HC,  KOS), 
and  Marion,  TN  27  May  (D&GH).  Three  were 
in  Clifton,  Wayne,  TN  12  Apr  (JM);  singles 
were  also  reported  in  nw.  Bourbon,  KY  19  Apr 
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This  adult  Harris's  Sparrow,  one  of  four  in  the  Tennessee  & Kentucky 
region  in  spring  2006,  was  present  in  Bledsoe  County,  Tennessee  22 
(here  27)  April  through  1 May  2006.  Photograph  byBobSteffy. 


(tMH,  PK)  and  in  Shelby,  TN  11  May  QL)- 

A White-eyed  Vireo  in  Hamilton,  TN  6 Mar 
(KeC)  likely  represented  a wintering  bird.  A 
Bell’s  Vireo  returned  to  Black  Bayou  W.M.A., 
Lake,  TN  7 May  (RK);  the  species  was  first  re- 
ported in  Kentucky  in  Muhlenberg  26  Apr 
(DR).  Eight  Blue-headed  Vireos  in  McCreary 
13  Mar  (RDn)  represented  yet  another  in  a 
regular  progression  of  new  early  arrival  dates 
for  the  species  in  Kentucky  over  the  past  40 
years.  A Philadelphia  Vireo  was  extraordinar- 
ily early  in  Calloway,  KY  18  Apr  (KCo).  Fish 
Crows  continue  to  expand  northward  along 
the  Tennessee  R.  in  e.  Tennessee,  with  reports 
coming  from  Knox,  Blount,  and  Loudoun.  A 
Common  Raven  carrying  food  in  Hawkins, 
TN  could  represent  a first  county  nesting 
record  (RP);  one  in  Polk,  TN  15  Mar  (LL)  was 
a first  county  record  since  1900. 

The  cool,  rainy  period  in  mid-May  resulted 
in  many  reports  of  Purple  Martin  mortality  in 
cen.  and  w.  parts  of  Kentucky  (fide  DW).  A 
Northern  Rough-winged  Swallow  at  Shelby 
Bottoms,  Nashville  6 Mar  (PC)  and  a Barn 
Swallow  at  Shelby  Farms,  Memphis  8 Mar 
(WRP)  were  record  early  for  middle  and  w. 
Tennessee,  respectively.  Cliff  Swallows  at 
Barkley  Dam  14  Mar  (DR)  were  early  for  Ken- 
tucky. Several  territorial  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  were  observed  at  or  relatively  near 
to  the  traditional  Wolfe,  KY  breeding  location 
in  Apr  (FR,  VeR,  BP);  the  latest  bird  in  a non- 
breeding area  was  one  in  Madison,  KY  7 May 
(SM,  RB).  A Bewick’s  Wren  was  in  Rutherford, 
TN,  which  hosts  a small  population  of  this 
species,  13  May  (TW);  the  species  went  unre- 
ported in  Kentucky.  Single  Sedge  Wrens  in 
Ballard,  KY  24  Mar  (BP)  and  Muhlenberg,  KY 
26  Mar  (BY,  MY)  were  likely  lingering  winter- 
ers. Marsh  Wrens  were  barely  noted  in  Ten- 
nessee, but  there  were  several  reports  from 
Kentucky,  including  5 birds  in  Mar  that  were 
suggestive  of  lingering  winterers.  Thrush  mi- 
gration reached  a very  pronounced  peak  dur- 


ing the  first  week  of  May,  when 
an  above-average  fallout  oc- 
curred across  cen.  and  w.  Ken- 
tucky. A single  Hermit  Thrush 
in  Boone  20  May  (LeM)  was  ex- 
traordinarily late  for  Kentucky. 
Louisville’s  female  Varied 
Thrush  was  last  seen  25  Mar 
(ph.  D&CP);  a male  was  in 
Weakley,  TN  2 Apr  (tDPi). 

Warbler  migration  seemed 
unremarkable  overall,  perhaps 
at  least  in  part  a result  of  the 
early  leaf-out.  A Kentucky 
Warbler  at  Radnor  9 Apr  (KBo) 
and  a Yellow-breasted  Chat  in 
Putnam,  TN  14  Apr  (MO)  were 
both  early.  A Worm-eating  Warbler  in  Lyon  5 
Apr  OBe,  PB  et  al.)  and  a Louisiana  Wa- 
terthrush  in  Calloway  16  Mar  (HC)  both  rep- 
resented new  early  arrival  dates  for  Kentucky. 
Golden-winged  Warblers  put  in  a better-than- 
average  showing  in  Kentucky  for  the  first 
time  in  several  years.  A male  Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler  at  Reelfoot  L.,  Lake,  TN  5 May 
(NM)  was  unusual  for  the  far  w.  portion  of  the 
Region.  Connecticut  Warblers  passed 
through  in  average  numbers;  Mourning  War- 
blers were  reported  in  numbers  much  higher 
than  average  from  e.  Tennessee.  A Summer 
Tanager  in  Nashville,  TN  7 Apr  QaA)  tied  the 
early  date  for  the  local  area;  a Scarlet  Tanager 


This  male  Painted  Bunting  in  Cumberland  County, 
Kentucky  26  May  2006  provided  the  state  with  only 
its  second  photographically  documented  record. 

Photograph  from  videotape  by  Gary  Thompson. 

in  Linden,  Perry,  TN  1 Apr  (AV)  was  also  un- 
usually early. 

The  male  Spotted  Towhee  that  wintered  in 
ne.  Hart,  KY  was  last  reported  24  Apr  (MF 
BBa).  A Clay-colored  Sparrow — still  quite  rare 
in  the  Region — was  seen  in  Barren,  KY  10 
May  (tDR).  A Vesper  Sparrow  in  w.  Fulton, 
KY  26  May  (BP)  was  extraordinarily  late. 
Henslow’s  Sparrows  are  dramatically  increas- 
ing as  a breeding  species  in  Tennessee;  indi- 
viduals in  Maury  20  May  (TE)  and  Washing- 
ton 22  May  (TM  et  al.)  may  represent  the  start 
of  new  colonies.  A Henslow’s  in  Jefferson  17 


Mar  (BP)  represented  a new  early  arrival  date 
for  Kentucky.  A Le  Conte’s  Sparrow  reported 
at  Chickasaw  N.W.R.,  Lauderdale,  TN  21  May 
(DPr,  MTOS)  would  represent  a record-late 
date  for  the  state;  the  only  one  in  Kentucky 
was  a migrant  in  Jefferson  10-11  Apr  (BP). 
Again  this  year.  White-throated  Sparrows  lin- 
gered through  the  end  of  the  period  in  Ken- 
tucky, with  singles  in  Lee  (BP)  and  Jefferson 
(BWo)  31  May.  Four  Harris’s  Sparrows  were 
reported;  singles  in  Bath,  KY  5 Mar  (CV); 
Bledsoe,  TN  22  Apr-1  May  (RS,  m.ob.); 
Daviess,  KY  through  6 May  (ph.  BL);  and 
Urrion,  TN  on  the  extraordinarily  late  date  of 
29  May  (S&RS).  The  latest  Lapland  Longpurs 
were  at  least  3 in  Henderson,  KY  31  Mar  (BP). 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  have  been  known 
to  visit  feeders  in  the  Region  for  many  years, 
but  this  year  they  visited  yards  in  unprece- 
dented numbers,  mostly  during  early  May.  A 
male  Painted  Bunting  visited  a Cumberland, 
KY  yard  26  May  (vt.  GT)  and  will  represent 
Kentucky’s  2nd  fully  documented  record. 
Bobolink  numbers  appeared  to  be  below  aver- 
age. The  only  Western  Meadowlarks  reported 
were  one  to  2 in  w.  Fulton,  KY  14  & 26  Mar 
(DR  & BY,  MY).  A Rusty  Blackbird  in  Greenup 
20  May  (SF,  EKBC)  represented  a new  late  de- 
parture date  for  Kentucky.  A flock  of  12-20 
Brewer’s  Blackbirds  in  Greene,  TN  11  Mar-9 
Apr  (DM  et  al.)  was  noteworthy  for  far  e.  Ten- 
nessee (the  species  is  rare  outside  of  the  w. 
part  of  the  Region).  In  Kentucky,  2-15  were 
reported  from  three  locales  31  Mar-12  Apr 
(BP,  DR).  A Purple  Finch  with  conjunctivitis 
lingered  in  Putnam,  TN  through  at  least  5 May 
(SJS);  in  some  parts  of  Kentucky,  late-winter 
numbers  continued  to  build  into  Mar,  with  a 
peak  count  of  80+  in  Hart  25  Mar  (SK);  the 
latest  report  was  for  one  in  se.  Jefferson  16 
May  (AL,  fide  BWo).  After  a poor  winter 
showing,  a few  migrant  Pine  Siskins  were 
present  in  Apr,  with  one  lingering  in  Elliott, 
KY  through  2 May  (EM). 
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QaA),  Jean  Alexander  QeA),  Steve  Anderson, 
David  Ayer  (DAy),  Bruce  Bardin  (BBa),  Beck- 
ham Bird  Club  (BBC),  Jane  Bell  (JBe),  Pat 
Bell,  Kevin  Bowden  (KBo),  Ben  Britton  (BBr), 
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Durbin,  Eastern  Kentucky  Bird  Club  (EKBC), 
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Tennessee),  Philipp  Krumm,  Nancy  S.  Layzer, 
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Anita  Mast,  Larry  McDaniel  (LaM),  Lee  Mc- 
Neely  (LeM),  Tom  McNeill,  Memphis  Chap- 
ter of  Tennessee  Ornithological  Society 
(MTOS),  Don  Miller,  Jason  Mitchell,  Mark 


Central  Southern 


' mCraig  Fish  HaldKiy 


Phillip  A.  Wallace 

Greg  Jackson  reported  that  Alabama 
had  a dry  spring  with  few  fronts,  re- 
sulting in  a slow  season  for  birding. 
In  Louisiana,  by  contrast,  the  fronts  coincid- 
ed with  weekends,  so  birders  viewed  the 
spring  migration  along  the  coast  as  better 
than  usual.  One  very  late  front  in  southwest- 
ern Louisiana  29  May  provided  Patton  the  op- 
portunity to  establish  some  late  dates  for  mi- 
grants in  that  state.  With  no  pelagic  trips  out 
of  Louisiana  because  of  the  destruction  of  the 
ports  by  Hurricane  Katrina  (and  western 
Florida  reports  now  submitted  to  the  Florida 
Region),  there  were  no  reports  of  true  pelagic 
species  for  the  first  time  in  years. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  GALLINULES 

A count  of  2500  Northern  Shovelers,  an  ex- 
cellent number,  was  tallied  at  Lacassine 
N.W.R.,  LA  4 Mar  QPK,  JK,  KF).  Late  water- 


Monroe (MMn),  Nancy  Moore,  Ann  Morgan, 
Eveyn  Morgan,  Charlie  Muise,  Mike  Murdock 
(MMu),  Michael  O’Rourke,  David  & Clara 
Ann  Pallares,  Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.,  Char- 
lie Parker,  David  Patterson  (DPa),  W.  Rob 
Peeples  (w.  Tennessee),  June  Ann  & Michael 
Perkins,  Rick  Phillips,  David  Pitts  (DPi),  Dick 
Preston  (DPr),  Frank  Renfrew,  Veronica  Ren- 
frew (VeR),  Virginia  Reynolds  (ViR),  Gerald 
Robe,  David  Roemer,  Rebecca  Sawyell,  Steve 
Rebecca  Satterfield,  Chris  Sloan,  Brian 
Smith  (BSm),  Bob  Snow  (BSn),  Barbara  Sted- 
man  (BSt),  Stephen  J.  Stedman,  Gary  Thomp- 
son, Mike  Todd,  Anna  Varney,  Christopher 


fowl  included  2 Greater  Scaup  16  May  in  Jef- 
ferson Davis,  LA  OVR,  REG,  EJ)  and  a Surf 
Scoter  13  May  Oktibbeha,  MS  (TS,  MS).  A sin- 
gle White-winged,  rarest  of  the  three  scoter 
species  in  the  Region,  was  seen  25  Mar  at  L. 
Dardenelle,  AR  (K&LN),  which  also  hosted  a 
Pacific  Loon  3-17  Mar  (ph.  DS,  DB,  K&LN). 
Another  Pacific  Loon  was  in  Tishomingo,  MS 
24  Mar  (ph.  WRP).  American  White  Pelicans 
are  rare  in  the  mt.  region  of  Alabama,  so  a re- 
port of  175  at  L.  Martin  12  May  (ph.  MMi) 
was  noteworthy.  Inland  Brown  Pelicans  in- 
cluded an  imm.  at  Millwood  L.,  AR  15-22 
Apr  (ph.  CM)  and  6 at  L.  Logan  Martin,  AL  27 
May  OHk  WR).  A report  of  6 Magnificent 
Frigatebirds  at  L.  Pontchartrain,  LA  30  Apr 
(REG,  SCI,  PB)  was  unusual  in  the  absence  of 
tropical  weather.  A Wood  Stork  was  early  at 
Noxubee  N.W.R.,  MS  6 May  (TS,  MS);  the 
species  normally  arrives  in  the  area  no  earlier 
than  mid-Jun. 

There  were  two  reports  of  White-tailed  Kite, 
one  from  Baton  Rouge  15  Apr  (DL)  and  one 
from  Monroe,  AR  16  Mar  (WHH).  An  early  Mis- 
sissippi Kite  was  at  St.  Gabriel,  LA  11  Mar 
(DLD),  and  a late  Northern  Harrier  was  in  Jack- 
son,  AR  15  May  (DB,  MA).  Of  three  reports  of 
Swainson’s  Hawk  from  Louisiana,  the  earliest 
was  from  Vetmilion  25  Mar  (REG,  JVR,  BJO, 
CL).  A count  of  54  Red-tailed  Hawks  in  the  rice 
fields  of  sw.  Louisiana  4 Mar  provided  a good 
number  QPK,  JK,  KF).  Another  late  raptor  was 
a Peregrine  Falcon  16  May  in  Calcasieu,  LA 
(JVR,  REG).  A count  of  70+  Purple  Gallinules 
3 May  at  Lacassine  N.W.R.  was  noteworthy  for 
Louisiana  QH,  MJM). 

SHOREBIRDS 

Two  ad.  male  Snowy  Plovers  behaving  in  a 


Verch,  Kyle  Waggoner,  Berry  Wampler  (BWa), 
June  Welch,  Melinda  Welton  (MWe),  Jeff  R. 
Wilson,  Terry  Witt,  Major  Waltman  (MWa), 
Danny  Watson,  Barabara  Woerner  (BWo), 
Ben  Yandell,  Mary  Yandell.  Many  thanks  go  to 
the  numerous  additional  individuals  who 
contributed  information  that  was  used  in  this 
report. 


Chris  Sloan,  224  Hicks  Road,  Nashville,  Tennessee  37221, 
(chris.sloan@comcast.net); 

Brainard  Palmer-Ball,  Jr.,  Kentucky  State  Nature  Pre- 
serves Commission,  801  Schenkel  lane,  Frankfort,  Ken- 
tucky 40601,  (brainard.palmer-ball@ky.gov) 


territorial  manner  were  found  21  Apr  w.  of 
Holly  Beach,  LA,  near  where  a nest  was  found 
in  2005  (SWe,  DLD,  PEC),  and  an  ad.  male 
28  Mar  in  Prairie,  AR  (KN,  DB)  provided  the 
4th  state  record.  There  were  several  reports  of 
Hudsonian  Godwit  farther  e.  than  usual  in 
Arkansas,  including  a report  of  20  in  Prairie 
17  May  (DB,  MA).  In  Louisiana,  a Hudsonian 
on  Grand  1.  30  Apr  (ph.  DLD,  SWC)  was  ex- 
tremely unusual,  and  a count  of  89  in  Cal- 
casieu 13  May  (PEC,  RDP,  PAW,  DPM)  was 
noteworthy.  White-rumped  Sandpipers 
maxed  out  at  150  in  sw.  Louisiana  13  May 
(RDP,  PEC,  PAW,  DPM)  and  300  at  Craig  Fish 
Hatchery,  AR  19  May  (MM  et  ah).  Farther  e., 
14  White-rumpeds  8 May  (DJS)  near  Florence 
tied  the  maximum  for  the  Tennessee  Valley 
region  of  Alabama.  A count  of  275  Buff- 
breasted Sandpipers  1 Apr  in  Vennilion,  LA 
(JB,  DBo,  JS)  provided  the  2nd  highest  count 
ever  for  the  state,  and  one  at  Craig  Fish 
Hatchery  27  May  QN,  MM)  provided  the  lat- 
est ever  spring  record  for  Arkansas.  A report 
of  a Ruff,  rare  in  the  Region,  came  from  Jeffer- 
son Davis,  LA  20  Apr  (tJPK,  JG).  A significant 
grounding  of  shorebirds  at  Grand  L,  LA  30 
Apr  (SWC,  DLD)  included  2000  Short-billed 
Dowitchers.  Not  to  be  outdone,  2000  Long- 
billed Dowitchers  showed  up  at  Lacassine 
N.W.R.,  LA  4 Mar  OPK,  JK,  KF).  A very  early, 
or  possibly  wintering,  Wilson’s  Phalarope  was 
also  at  Lacassine  N.W.R.  12  Mar  (DLD,  SWC, 
BMM  et  ah). 

GULLS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Franklin’s  Gulls  were  a little  farther  e.  than 
usual,  with  two  reports  from  e.  Arkansas  and 
one  from  Guntersville,  AL  17  Apr  (LBR).  An 
imm.  Great  Black-backed  Gull  at  Dauphin  1. 
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15  Apr  ORW,  SWM,  m.ob.)  was  a good  find. 
Alabama  got  a new  inland  spring  maximum 
for  Forster’s  Tern  when  95  were  tallied  14 
May  at  Decatur  (GDJ,  DGJ).  Two  Least  Terns 
at  Grand  1.  12  Mar  (DBo,  JB)  were  very  early, 
as  were  5 Black  Terns  on  the  same  day  in 
Cameron  (SWC,  PAW,  PEC  et  al.). 

The  bird  of  the  season  was  a White- 
crowned  Pigeon  discovered  and  identified 
by  Lillie  Easterling  at  her  feeder  in  coastal 
Gautier,  MS  29  Apr.  This  is  the  first  for  the 
state,  and  the  Region,  although  there  are 
records  from  the  panhandle  of  Florida.  After 
delighting  many  birders,  this  well-docu- 
mented bird  was  last  seen  10  May.  A more 
quotidian  White-winged  Dove  at  Guin  4-5 
Apr  (DW,  fide  JJ)  provided  only  the  3rd 
record  for  the  mt.  region  of  Alabama.  Good 
counts  of  Common  Nighthawks  were  110+ 
at  Baton  Rouge  11  May  (REG)  and  75-100  at 
Magnolia,  AR  23-25  May  (SC).  Neal  report- 
ed 32  nesting  attempts  by  Red-cockaded 
Woodpeckers  at  Ouachita  N.F.,  AR  this 
spring,  the  most  since  records  have  been 
maintained  at  the  location. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  MIMIDS 

Late  Eastern  Wood-Pewees  included  6 from 
coastal  Cameron  29  May  (DP).  There  were  nu- 
merous reports  of  Western  Kingbirds  from 
Arkansas  and  from  the  coast,  including  2 at 
Ft.  Morgan,  AL  11  May  in  the  extreme  e.  edge 
of  the  Region  (RAD,  LRD,  BT,  BMM).  Lacas- 
sine  N.W.R.,  LA  hosted  3 early  Eastern  King- 
birds 12  Mar  (DLD,  SWC,  BMM  et  al.),  and  a 
count  of  1000  Easterns  in  Yell,  AR  14  May 
(K&LN)  was  astounding!  There  were  up  to  2 
Gray  Kingbirds  at  Grand  I.  22  Apr-6  May  (vt. 
PAW,  BMM,  DPM,  CCS  et  al.)  and  3 at  Ft. 
Morgan,  AL,  where  the  species  has  been  rare 
since  1997,  6-11  May  (RAD  et  al). 

Red-eyed  Vireos  made  a good  showing  at 
Grand  L,  vGth  150  tallied  22  Apr  (PAW,  CCS, 
DPM),  and  a single  Black- whiskered  Vireo 
was  there  29  Apr  (TJB).  Cliff  Swallows  were 
early,  with  6 in  Tishomingo,  MS  10  Mar 
(WRP)  and  one  at  Dauphin  1.  11  Mar  (RAD, 
LRD,  BT).  The  Sargents  had  the  luxury  of 
viewing  a Cave  Swallow  in  hand  when  they 
banded  one  at  Ft.  Morgan  8 Apr  (RRS,  ph. 
MBS,  DBe,  FB,  m.ob.).  Expert  opinion  will  be 
solicited  to  determine  the  subspecies,  but 
measurements  indicate  that  the  bird  is  one  of 
the  smaller  Caribbean-basin  subspecies 
rather  than  pelodoma.  Another  Cave  Swallow 
was  seen  just  across  Mobile  Bay  at  Dauphin  1. 
28  Apr  OFP)-  A Rock  Wren  from  the  winter 
season  was  last  seen  at  Millwood  L.,  AR  26 
Mar  (CM).  Gray  Catbirds  must  have  been 
crossing  the  Gulf  in  large  numbers  at  the  end 
of  Apr,  with  counts  of  240  and  308  on  Grand 


1.  26  Apr  (DPM)  and  30  Apr  (SWC,  DLD),  re- 
spectively. 

WARBLERS 

Up  to  2 Golden-winged  Warblers  were  in 
Craighead,  AR  30  Apr-2  May  (DB  et  al),  and 
one  was  seen  in  Oktibbeha,  MS  13  May  (TS). 
Two  Blue-winged  Warbler  x Golden-winged 
Warbler  hybrids  were  reported  from  Caddo,  LA 
23  Apr  (TD).  A Nashville  Warbler  at  Ft.  Mor- 
gan 31  Mar  (RRS,  MBS)  was  early  and  unusu- 
al on  the  coast  for  this  circum-Gulf  migrant, 
while  one  at  Mt.  Sequoyah,  AR  18  May  (MM) 
was  late.  In  addition,  5 Nashvilles  3 May  at 
Monte  Sano  S.P  OMH)  provided  a new  spring 
maximum  for  Alabama.  There  were  three  re- 
ports of  the  normally  more  easterly  Cape  May 
Warbler  from  Arkansas,  with  the  westernmost 
from  Millwood  L.  30  Apr  (CM).  From  extreme 
nw.  Louisiana  came  reports  of  a late  Yellow- 
rumped  Warbler  and  a late  Black-throated 
Green  31  May  (TD).  Alabama’s  first 
Townsend’s  Warbler,  pending  acceptance,  was 
reported  from  Dauphin  1.  8 Apr  (HEH,  SW, 
CMc).  After  the  initial  five-minute  observa- 
tion, the  bird  could  not  be  relocated.  Prairie 
Warblers,  rare  on  the  coast  in  spring,  were  re- 
ported from  Grand  I.  22  Apr  (CCS)  and  30  Apr 
(DLD,  SWC).  A Blackpoll  Warbler  at  Dauphin 
1.  8 Apr  (BM)  was  early.  Cerulean  Warbler,  a 
species  of  concern,  was  more  widely  reported 
than  usual  this  spring.  Most  reports  were  of 
single  birds,  but  a report  of  1 1 from  Craighead 
Forest  Park,  AR  29  Apr  (DB)  was  amazing  for 
recent  years.  Three  late  American  Redstarts 
were  grounded  by  a storm  in  coastal  Cameron 
29  May  (DP).  Schiefer’s  survey  of  the  seven- 
county  area  around  Starkville  during  the  sea- 
son produced  15  territorial  Swainson’s  War- 
blers, another  species  of  concern.  A late  Oven- 
bird  was  singing  in  Lafayette,  LA  30  May  (DP), 
and  a report  of  30  Northern  Waterthrushes  26 
Apr  at  Grand  1.  (DPM)  provided  a noteworthy 
number.  There  were  three  reports  of  Mourning 
Warbler  15-21  May  in  Jackson,  AL  (BH,  ECS  et 
al.),  where  the  species  is  rare  but  regular.  An- 
other late  migrant  was  a Canada  Warbler  in 
Caddo,  LA  31  May  (TD). 

TANAGERS  THROUGH  GOLDFINCHES 

Scarlet  Tanagers  put  in  a good  showing  at 
Grand  1.  this  spring:  125  were  reported  22 
Apr  (PAW,  CCS,  DPM)  and  83  on  26  Apr 
(DPM);  an  orange  variant  was  at  the  same  lo- 
cation 29  Apr  (vt.  PAW,  BMM,  CCS).  A West- 
ern Tanager,  rare  in  the  Region,  was  reported 
from  Cameron  3 May  (TGJP,  ph.  MTP).  There 
was  one  report  of  Clay-colored  Sparrow  from 
Louisiana  in  Bossier  26  Apr  (TD)  and  several 
from  Arkansas,  with  a maximum  of  9 in 
Washington  14  May  QN  et  al).  The  species  is 


a rare  spring  migrant  in  the  Region.  Henslow’s 
Sparrow,  a rare  and  local  breeder  in  Arkansas, 
was  represented  by  up  to  6 singing  males  in 
Fulton  22  May+  (DB).  An  extremely  late  Dark- 
eyed J unco  was  in  Cameron  13  May  (DPM). 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  showed  up  in  good 
numbers  at  Grand  1.  this  spring,  with  counts 
of  150  on  22  Apr,  143  on  26  Apr,  and  90  on 
30  Apr  (PAW,  CCS,  DPM,  BMM).  Another 
was  very  late  in  Cameron  29  May  (DP). 

A brief  single-observer  sighting  of  a Lazuli 
Bunting  in  Caddo  28  Apr  (tTD)  was  exciting, 
and  another  in  Newton,  AR  15-17  May  (LM, 
JSt,  ph.  SJG)  provided  about  the  6th  state 
record.  Up  to  200  Indigo  Buntings  at  Grand  I. 
22  Apr  (CCS,  DPM,  PAW)  were  noteworthy. 
There  were  two  reports  of  Shiny  Cowbird, 
one  from  Grand  1.  30  Apr  (tDBo)  and  one 
from  Ft.  Morgan  7 May  (RAD  et  al.).  Last  but 
not  least  was  a report  of  a Lesser  Goldfinch  at 
Rogers,  AR  17  May  (ph.  AB);  it  furnished  the 
2nd  record  for  the  state  and  the  first  of  the 
black-backed  subspecies. 

Initialed  Observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Marcus  Asher,  Fred  Bassett,  Dick 
Baxter,  Phred  Benham,  Duane  Berger 
(DBe), Devin  Bosler  (DBo),  Justin  Busier, 
Alan  Bowers,  Sharon  Carter,  Santiago  Clara- 
munt  (SCI),  Paul  E.  Conover,  Terry  Davis, 
Donna  L.  Dittmann,  Robert  A.  Duncan,  Lucy 
R.  Duncan,  Karen  Fay,  Richard  E.  Gibbons, 
Sally  Jo  Gibson,  J.  Guillory,  Bert  Harris,  J. 
Milton  Harris,  Howard  E.  Horne,  William  H. 
Howe,  Jay  Huner,  John  H.  Imhof,  Debra  G. 
Jackson,  Greg  D.  Jackson  (Alabama),  Erik 
Johnson,  Jud  Johnson,  Joe  P.  Kleiman 
(Louisiana),  Joanne  Kleiman,  Dan  Lane, 
Charlie  Lyon,  Steve  W.  McConnell,  Cindy 
McDonald  (CMc),  Bailey  McKay,  Lessia  Mar- 
shall-Rosenberger,  Melissa  Middlebrooks 
(MMi),  Charles  Mills,  Mike  Mlodinow,  Mike 
J.  Musemeche,  David  P Muth,  B.  Mac.  Myers, 
Joe  Neal,  Kenny  & LaDonna  Nichols,  Brian  J. 
O’Shea,  Max  Parker  (Arkansas),  Wayne  R. 
Patterson,  Dave  Patton,  Gary  J.  Pontiff, 
Matthew  T.  Pontiff,  John  F Porter,  R.  Dan 
Purrington,  William  Ratliff,  J.  Van  Remson, 
L.B.  Reynolds,  Martha  B.  Sargent,  Robert  R. 
Sargent,  Jacob  Saucier,  Dan  Scheiman,  Mari- 
on Schiefer,  Terence  Schiefer  (Mississippi), 
Damien  J.  Simbeck,  Eric  C.  Soehren,  Curt  C. 
Sorrells,  Jack  Stewart  QSt),  Betsy  Tetlow, 
Phillip  A.  Wallace,  Sarah  Whitfield,  Jeff  R. 
Wilson,  Don  Woolridge.  1 received  many 
more  reports  than  1 could  include,  and  1 
would  like  to  thank  those  observers  whom  1 
could  not  cite  specifically.  O 


Phillip  A.  Wallace,  4515  South  Prieur  Street,  New  Or- 
leans, Louisiana  70125,  (pwallace@newmanschool.org) 
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One  of  the  rarest,  most  beautiful,  and  most  mysterious  birds  in  the 
world,  the  Ivory-biOed  Woodpecker  has  reappeared  in  the  deep 
swamp  forests  of  Arkansas.  Feared  extinct  for  decades,  the  species  may 
also  persist  elsewhere  within  its  former  range,  as  significant  remnants  of  the 
great  southern  forests  are  being  protected  and  nurtured  back  to  their  former 
glory.  The  magnificent  Ivory-billed  Woodpecker  speaks  to  us  about  our  past, 
and  about  hopes  for  our  future.  This  was  a bird  of  the  ancient  forests.  When 
we  clear-cut  the  old  growth  southern  forests,  humans  virtually  eliminated  the 
special  haunts  of  this  magnificent  species.  By  securing  and  restoring  large 
expanses  of  forest  across  the  southern  U.S.  and  allowing  these  places  to  grow 
old  in  their  natural  condition,  we  can  hope  that  one  day  Ivory-billed 
Woodpeckers  will  again  grace  the  treetops  of  our  great  southern  forests. 

Your  purchase  of  this  coffee  directly  aids  the  Big  Woods  Conservation 
Partnership  in  the  securing  and  restoration  of  the  Ivory-bill  habitat 
Money  raised  from  sales  of  the  Ivory-bill  blend  is  shared  by  the  ABA 
and  the  BWCP.  This  shade  grown,  organic  and  fair  trade  coffee  from 
Nicaragua,  grown  as  the  understory  of  the  forest,  also  maintains  winter  feed- 
ing habitat  for  our  neotropical  migrants  and  provides  the  farmers  of  the 
cooperative  with  a living  wage  from  growing  coffee  in  a healthy  and  sustain- 
able environment. 

Ivory-bilied  Woodpecker  $9.50 
Available  in  a light  or  dark  roast  and  decaf 
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Spring  is  the  season  for  birders  in  North- 
ern Canada:  reports  from  observers 
throughout  the  Region  this  spring  were 
full  of  the  profound  excitement  that  greets  the 
wave  of  avian  diversity  that  washes  over  the 
north  country.  In  the  Yukon,  the  weather  folks 
described  the  spring  as  “average,”  but  to  most 
Yukoners,  it  felt  cold.  However,  deep  and  lin- 
gering snow  in  the  alpine  areas  and  a few 
spring  blizzards  produced  excellent  birding. 
In  Northwest  Territories,  after  the  warmest 
winter  on  record,  spring  ended  up  having 
slightly  below-normal  temperatures  in  March 
in  the  Mackenzie  Valley;  April  and  May  tem- 
peratures averaged  slightly  above  normal.  Pre- 
cipitation was  above  average  in  the  southern 
half  of  the  Northwest  Territories  for  the  entire 
period.  Arrival  dates  of  some  early  migrants 
may  have  been  slightly  later  than  average,  but 
some  later  species  seemed  a bit  early. 

WMEiFOWL  THROUGH 
SHOREBIRDS 

In  s.  Yukon,  unusually  high  numbers  of 
Greater  White-fronted  and  Cackling  Geese, 
and  numerous  flocks  of  Snow  Geese,  were 
noted  through  the  season  (m.ob.).  The 
Yukon’s  long-awaited  first  Ross’s  Goose,  an 
ad.,  was  with  16  Snow  Geese  at  Shallow  Bay 
4-11  May  (ph.  CE,  m.ob.).  A single  Brant  at 
Shallow  Bay,  s.  Yukon  15  May  (ph.  CE)  was 
record  early;  as  usual,  small  flocks  were  seen 
at  various  wetlands  in  the  Whitehorse  area 
through  late  May  (m.ob.).  In  Northwest  Ter- 
ritories, the  first  report  of  Snow  Goose  was  a 
flock  of  28  at  Ft.  Simpson  30  Apr  (DT).  Both 
Snow  and  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were 
seen  at  Norman  Wells,  NWT  1 May  (BL).  A 
white  goose  lingering  in  Ft.-  Simpson  10-24 
May  (EC,  vt.  DT,  m.ob.)  caused  much  local 
interest;  it  was  found  to  be  a first-year  Snow 
Goose.  In  Nunavut,  the  first  Canada  Goose 
reports  from  the  Baffin  region  were  flocks  of 


about  20  birds  at  Frobisher  Bay  1 
May  and  Iqaluit  7 May  (MM).  At 
Arviat,  Nunavut,  the  first  big  move- 
ment of  Canada  and  Snow  Geese 
was  noted  11  May  (LJS).  At  M’Clin- 
tock  Bay,  s.  Yukon,  swan  numbers 
peaked  20  Apr  at  1001  Trumpeters 
and  515  Tundras  OJ)-  A female  Anas 
that  mostly  resembled  American 
Black  Duck  at  Shallow  Bay,  s.  Yukon 
5 May  appeared  to  have  some  genet- 
ic material  from  Mallard  (ph.  CE); 
there  is  as  yet  no  accepted  record  of 
an  American  Black  Duck  in  the 
Yukon.  A male  Mallard  x Northern 
Pintail  hybrid  was  at  Judas  Cr.,  s. 
Yukon  24  May  (JH  et  al).  Eurasian  Teal  sight- 
ings, all  of  single  males  in  s.  Yukon,  came 
from  Shallow  Bay  7 May  (BD,  HG,  YS), 
M’Clintock  Bay  13  May  (CE),  and  Tagish  17 
May  (CE,  JJ).  In  Northwest  Territories,  Long- 
tailed Ducks  and  Surf  Scoters  were  present  in 
large  numbers  on  the  Mackenzie  R.  near  the 
Liard  R.  mouth  during  the  last  week  of  May 
(|B).  An  outing  in  search  of  Blue  Grouse  at 
Montana  Mt.  near  Carcross,  s.  Yukon  28  Apr 
was  successful,  with  5 seen  (DK  et  al.). 

Two  Horned  Grebes  were  feeding  on  a very 
small,  ice-free  pond  9 May  near  Rabbitkettle 
L.,  Nahanni  National  Park  Reserve  (ph.  DT, 
SCam),  and  a Red-necked  Grebe  was  heard 
there  16  May  (DT,  SCam),  despite  there  being 
only  a small  fringe  of  open  water  present.  A 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk  was  observed  taking 
juncos  from  a feeder  in  Norman  Wells,  NWT 
30  Apr  (RPo).  Feeder-hunting  was  also  ob- 
served in  Ft.  Simpson,  NWT,  where  a Merlin 
succeeded  in  taking  Snow  Buntings  26  Apr 
and  4 May  (HP,  DT).  A fantastic  shorebird  mi- 
gration in  the  Whitehorse  area,  s.  Yukon  in 
May  yielded  an  impressive  30  species.  A sen- 
sational late-May  fallout  at  Judas  Cr.,  s.  Yukon 
provided  a remarkable  opportunity  to  hear  the 
bizarre  songs  of  high  Arctic  breeders  such  as 
Stilt  and  White-mmped  Sandpipers  and  Red 
Knot,  and  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  were  seen 
doing  their  frenetic  trance-like  breeding  dis- 
plays. Southern  Yukon  shorebird  highlights 
included  9 Pacific  Golden-Plovers  during  5-20 
May  at  Shallow  Bay,  M’Clintock  Bay,  and  Car- 
cross  (CE);  a loose  flock  of  26  Spotted  Sand- 
pipers at  Lewes  Marsh  20  May  (CE,  PS);  a 
Ruddy  Turnstone  at  Shallow  Bay  14  May  (CE); 
3 Red  Knots  at  Judas  Cr.  30  May-2  Jun  (ph. 
CE,  PS,  DM);  600  Semipalmated  and  900  Pec- 
toral Sandpipers  at  Judas  Cr.  29  May  (CE); 
higher-than-normal  numbers  of  White- 
rumped  Sandpipers,  with  high  counts  of  6 on 
29  & 31  May  at  Judas  Cr  (ph.  CE,  PS);  above- 
average  counts  of  Stilt  Sandpipers,  such  as  19 
at  Shallow  Bay  28  May  and  12  at  Judas  Cr.  29 
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May  (ph.  CE);  4 Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  at 
Judas  Cr.  29  May,  9 there  30  May  (ph.  CE), 
and  6 at  the  Whitehorse  airport  31  May  (WN); 
and  a high  count  of  25  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  at 
Swan  L.  24  May  (HG).  A Hudsonian  Godwit, 
rare  in  sw.  Yukon,  was  at  Haines  Junction  6-7 
May  (CD,  LD,  ph.  JB).  Two  leucistic  shorebird 
species  seen  in  s.  Yukon  this  spring  were  a 
Semipalmated  Sandpiper  at  Tagish  17  May 
(CE,  JJ)  and  a Pectoral  Sandpiper  at  Judas  Cr. 
29  May  (ph.  CE).  In  Northwest  Territories, 
single  Black-bellied  Plovers  were  seen  along 
with  the  more  common  migrant  American 
Golden-Plovers  at  Norman  Wells  27  May 
(DW)  and  Colville  L.  29  May  (SD).  Shorebird 
surveys  along  the  Mackenzie  R.,  NWT  in  late 
May  suggest  it  is  a good  year  for  breeding  bo- 
real shorebirds;  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  Solitary 
Sandpipers,  and  Wilson’s  Snipe  were  all  found 
to  be  common  and  widespread  (VJ).  Shorebird 
highlights  from  Northwest  Territories  includ- 
ed 5 Upland  Sandpipers  near  Wrigley  23  May 
(VJ);  migrant  Whimbrels  including  one  at  Ft. 
Simpson  22  May  (NL,  RPi,  HP,  DT),  2 there  24 
May  (DT),  and  3 at  Norman  Wells  24  May 
(RPo);  2 Hudsonian  Godwits  at  Ft.  Simpson 
22  May  (DT),  one  at  Tulita  22  May  (VJ),  and 
one  at  Colville  L.  30  May  (OB);  6 White- 
ramped  Sandpipers  along  the  Mackenzie  R.  s 
of  Tulita  22  May  (VJ);  3 Stilt  Sandpipers  at 
Colville  L.  28-29  May  (OB,  SD);  2 Buff-breast- 
ed Sandpipers  at  the  Ft.  Simpson  airport  24 
May  (DT,  SCat),  and  2 at  Norman  Wells  air- 
port, which  had  an  unfortunate  collision  with 
a jet  29  May  (RPo);  up  to  2 Short-billed  Dow- 
itchers  (hendersoni)  at  Colville  L.  28-31  May 
(SD,  OB,  CS);  and  a flock  of  100  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  on  the  Norman  Wells  sewage  la- 
goons 22  May  (VJ). 

GULLS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A wet  blizzard  in  the  Whitehorse  area,  s. 
Yukon  on  13  May  grounded  high  numbers  of 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls:  2000  at  M’Clintock  Bay 
(CE),  760  at  the  Whitehorse  sewage  ponds 
(HG),  and  1000  at  Carcross  (CE).  Mew  Gulls 
staged  a strong  migration  in  s.  Yukon,  with 
flocks  of  2000  at  Shallow  Bay  11  May  (CE, 
PS),  800  at  M’Clintock  Bay  13  May  (CE), 
1000  at  Carcross  13  May  (CE),  and  620  on 
the  Yukon  R.  in  Whitehorse  13  May  (MB).  A 
nest-building  pair  of  Ring-billed  Gulls  in 
Whitehorse,  s.  Yukon  19  May  (ph.  CE,  PS) 
provided  the  first  sign  of  breeding  in  the  ter- 
ritory; however,  the  nest  was  not  successful. 
The  first  gull  reported  in  Ft.  Simpson,  North- 
west Territories  was  a Ring-billed  Gull  21  Apr 
(DT).  Herring  Gull  migration  peaked  in  s. 
Yukon  in  late  Apr,  with  high  counts  of  850  at 
M’Clintock  Bay  19-20  Apr  QJ)  and  2000  at 
the  Whitehorse  landfill  26  Apr  (CE).  Glau- 
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cous-winged  Gulls  were  thin  this  spring  in  s. 
Yukon;  a first-year  bird  was  in  Whitehorse  25 
Apr  (ph.  CE);  and  another  was  in  Carcross  2 
May  (CE).  The  first  Glaucous  Gulls  (200)  ar- 
rived at  Iqaluit,  Nunavut  around  7 May 
(MM);  a high  count  of  30  Glaucous  Gulls  was 
made  at  Colville  L.,  NWT  28  May  (OB,  SD, 
CS).  Arctic  Tern  migration  was  still  underway 
late  in  the  season,  with  150  on  Marsh  L.,  s. 
Yukon  29  May  (CE). 

A single  Snowy  Owl  was  noted  at  Arviat, 
Nunavut  12  May,  and  2 were  there  24  May 
(LJS).  Uncommon  in  the  Region  were  a 
Barred  Owl  calling  at  Ft.  Simpson,  NWT  3-4 
Apr  (EMC,  DT)  and  a Long-eared  Owl  on  the 
Ft.  Simpson,  NWT  owl  survey  22  Apr  (DT). 
Five  Short-eared  Owls  were  noted  between 
Haines  Junction  and  Beaver  Creek,  sw.  Yukon 
18  Apr  (KA).  A Boreal  Owl  was  spotted  in  a 
front-yard  spruce  tree  in  Ft.  Simpson,  NWT 
22  Mar  (JR,  DT);  this  was  the  most  common 
species  on  the  local  owl  survey,  with  3 heard 
22  Apr  (DT).  Casual  in  s.  Yukon  was  a North- 
ern Saw-whet  Owl  heard  near  Marsh  L.  12 
Apr  OJ)-  A pair  of  Yellow-bellied  Sapsuckers 
at  Dawson,  cen.  Yukon  24  Apr+  (ph.  FB,  PB) 
was  at  the  edge  of  the  species’  range.  Two 
Red-breasted  Sapsuckers  frequented  a suet 
feeder  at  Haines  Junction,  sw.  Yukon  3-9  Apr 
(ph.  RJ).  Observations  of  sapsuckers  at  Shal- 
low Bay,  s.  Yukon  during  May  found  that  Yel- 
low-bellied Sapsucker  x Red-breasted  Sap- 
sucker  hybrids  were  far  more  frequent  than 
pure  Yellow-bellieds  (ph.  CE).  A female 
American  Three-toed  Woodpecker  with  a 
pale  bill  was  a curious  sight  at  M’Clintock  Bay, 
s.  Yukon  17  May  (ph.  CE,  JJ).  A Northern 
Flicker  at  Ft.  Simpson,  NWT  29  Mar  (NT) 
was  early.  A Pileated  Woodpecker  seen  2 Mar 
at  km  765  of  the  Mackenzie  Hwy.,  n.  of 
Wrigley  (SCat),  was  beyond  its  typical  range. 

Four  Eastern  Kingbirds  at  Norman  Wells, 
NWT  31  May  (RPo)  were  at  the  n.  edge  of 
their  range.  An  Eastern  Phoebe  banded  at  Tes- 
lin,  s.  Yukon  27  May  (pb.  BS,  JH,  WN)  pro- 
vided the  first  local  record.  Rare  at  Norman 
Wells,  NWT  were  a Blue-headed  Vireo  24 
May  and  an  American  Crow  3 May  (DW).  In 
s.  Yukon,  heavy  snow  conditions  in  alpine  ar- 


eas resulted  in  high  numbers  of  migrant 
Horned  Larks  in  the  lowlands  (m.ob.).  Very 
unusual  was  an  apparent  Boreal  Chickadee  x 
Mountain  Chickadee  hybrid  banded  at  Tes- 
lin,  s.  Yukon  20  May  (ph.  BS).  In  Northwest 
Territories,  Mountain  Bluebird  reports  includ- 
ed one  s.  of  Enterprise  6 Apr  (RPi),  one  at 
N’Dulee  Crossing  10  Apr  (NL,  DA),  and  2 at 
Liard  R.  crossing  13  Apr  (SCat,  MC).  Bo- 
hemian Waxwings  were  common  in  late  Apr 
and  early  May  at  Rabbitkettle  L.  (KS,  MC,  DT, 
SCam);  170  were  seen  there  9 May. 

The  two  Yukon  banding  stations  provided  a 
concise  account  of  warbler  migration;  the 
most  common  warblers  at  Albert  Creek  band- 
ing station,  se.  Yukon  during  22  Apr-4  Jun 
(TMK)  were:  Wilsons  Warbler  (387),  Yellow- 
rumped  Warbler  (364),  Yellow  Warbler  (306), 
Orange-crowned  Warbler  (214),  Northern 
Waterthrush  (89),  Blackpoll  Warbler  (62), 
and  Tennessee  Warbler  (53).  At  Teslin,  the 
most  common  warblers  22  Apr-11  Jun  (BS) 
were  Yellow-rumped  (63),  Wilson’s  (54),  Yel- 
low (50),  Orange-crowned  (25),  and  Black- 
poll  (21),  followed  by  Northern  Waterthrush 
(14).  A second-year  male  Black-and-white 
Warbler  banded  at  Albert  Cr.  21  May  provid- 
ed the  3rd  record  for  the  station  (TMK);  one 
was  at  Norman  Wells,  NWT  23  May  (DW).  In 
Northwest  Territories,  warbler  migration  was 
in  full  swing  12  May,  when  55  Orange- 
crowned  and  140  Yellow-rumped  Warblers 
were  counted  passing  through  the  Rabbitket- 
tle L.  area  (DT,  SCam). 

An  American  Tree  Sparrow  at  Mayo,  cen. 
Yukon  8 Apr  was  early  (MOD).  A Sooty  Fox 
Sparrow  frequenting  a Whitehorse  feeder  22- 
23  Apr  (ph.  CE,  PS)  provided  the  Yukon’s  first 
record  away  from  its  limited  breeding  grounds 
in  the  Coast  Mountains.  Golden-crowned 
Sparrow  is  rare  e.  of  the  mts.  in  Northwest  Ter- 
ritories; one  at  a feeder  2 May  (ph.  DW,  RPo) 
furnished  Norman  Wells’  first  record.  The  first 
Harris’s  Sparrow  arrived  at  Arviat,  Nunavut  14 
May  (LJS);  the  species  was  found  to  be  locally 
common  around  Colville  L.,  NWT  in  May 
(OB).  Several  thousand  Dark-eyed  Juncos 
flocked  to  feeders  in  Norman  Wells,  NWT 
during  a snowstorm  29  Apr  (RPo,  m.ob.); 


among  these  was  a leucistic  individual  that 
stayed  until  at  least  2 May  (vt.  DW,  ph.  RPo). 
A male  Oregon  Junco  frequented  a White- 
horse-area  feeder  25  Apr+  (LK,  JH,  BD,  HG). 
Massive  flocks  of  thousands  of  Lapland 
Longspurs  were  seen  in  the  Shallow  Bay  area, 
Yukon  4-5  May  (CE;  BD,  HG).  Small  flocks  of 
Snow  Buntings  were  in  Iqaluit,  Nunavut  by  10 
Apr  (MM).  A male  Brewer’s  Blackbird  at 
M’Clintock  Bay  13  Apr  QJ)  provided  the 
Yukon’s  only  report  this  season.  In  Northwest 
Territories,  Rusty  Blackbird  arrivals  included 
one  on  23  Apr  in  Ft.  Simpson  (DT)  and  2 in 
Norman  Wells  29  Apr  (RPo).  A Common 
Crackle  was  at  Norman  Wells,  NWT  5 May 
(RPo).  A flock  of  up  to  80  Gray-crowned 
Rosy-Finches  were  noted  in  Dawson,  cen. 
Yukon  9 Apr  (ML,  JF).  A male  Purple  Finch  at 
Mayo,  cen.  Yukon  29-30  Apr  provided  a first 
local  record  (MOD).  Numerous  newly  fledged 
Common  Redpolls  seen  from  Whitehorse,  s. 
Yukon  e.  to  Ft.  Simpson,  NWT  6 May+  were 
indicative  of  widespread  breeding  in  lowland 
areas  as  a result  of  the  heavy  snow  conditions 
in  the  sub-alpine  areas  this  spring. 
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Temperatures  in  March  and  April 
ranged  from  cool  in  the  west  (Alberta) 
to  well  above  normal  in  the  east  (Man- 
itoba). Accordingly,  nesting  activity  for  water- 
fowl  was  delayed  in  the  west  but  early  in  the 
east.  In  the  latter  province,  trees  leafed  out 
weeks  ahead  of  schedule.  Regionwide,  ob- 
servers lamented  the  general  lack  of  migrants, 
with  shorebirds,  flycatchers,  vireos,  Catharus 
thrashes,  and  Zonotrichia  sparrows  being  par- 
ticularly scarce.  It  was-  thought  (or  hoped!) 
that  placid  weather  conditions  allowed  the 
birds  to  fly  over,  without  having  to  drop  in  at 
traditional  stopover  areas. 

On  the  positive  side,  both  Alberta  and 
Manitoba  birders  were  treated  to  a host  of  ex- 
treme rarities,  including  at  least  three  new 
species  for  the  Region  (pending  review  by 
provincial  records  committees). 

Abbreviations:  Ft.  Whyte  (Fort  Whyte  Cen- 
tre, Winnipeg,  MB);  Oak  Hammock  (Oak 
Hammock  Marsh  W.M.A.,  MB);  Wascana 
(Wascana  L.  and  Marsh,  Regina,  SK);  White- 
water  (Whitewater  Lake  W.M.A.,  MB). 

GEESE  THROUGH  DIURNAL  RAPTORS 

Snow  and  Ross’s  Geese  were  almost  complete- 
ly absent  in  se.  Manitoba,  reflecting  a major 
westward  shift  in  their  migration  path  during 
the  past  few  years.  Up  to  5 Trumpeter  Swans 
were  in  the  Pinawa,  MB  vicinity  6-30  May 
(PT,  m.ob.).  There  were  12+  reports  of 
Eurasian  Wigeon  in  Alberta,  involving  16 
birds,  24  Mar-10  May  (TK,  DK,  m.ob.).  Far- 
ther e.,  3 were  at  Wascana  5 Apr  (SW,  BE)  and 
one  near  Regina  12  Apr  (GK),  while  a 
Eurasian  Wigeon  x American  Wigeon  hybrid 
was  near  Stavely,  AB  29  Apr  (TK).  A Common 
Loon  at  Gull  L.,  MB  4 Apr  was  very  early  (AE, 
PF,  RN,  JP).  A Great  Egret  strayed  to  Wascana 
11  Apr  QC,  m.ob.).  Manitoba  hosted  5 Snowy 
Egrets,  including  a northerly  bird  near  The 
Pas  25  May  (BPi,  EB,  ph.).  A Little  Blue  Heron 
was  at  Whitewater  31  May  (KD),  and  Cattle 
Egret  numbers  at  this  hotspot  had  climbed  to 
47  by  25  May  (AC,  LdM,  RKo).  Notable  at  Ft. 


This  Black  Vulture,  photographed  at  Wanless,  in  western- 
centra!  Manitoba,  1 1 May  2006,  furnished  a first  record  for 
the  province.  Photograph  by  Darren  Beecham. 


Whyte  were  a Green  Heron  24  May  (AE  et  al.) 
and  a Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  5 May 
(ph.  AA).  Six  White-faced  Ibis  visited  Oak 
Hammock  6 May  (G&SG),  with  at  least  one 
remaining  through  the  period,  and  up  to  2 
were  at  Whitewater  14  May+  (m.ob.). 

A Black  Vulture  photographed  at  Wanless, 
MB  11  May  (RL)  was  a potential  first  for  the 
province,  but  details  on  the  sighting  have  not 
yet  circulated.  At  the  Windygates,  MB  hawk- 
watch,  Bald  Eagles  totaled  923  in  34  days  of 
observation  between  11  Mar  and  18  Apr,  with 
a provincial  record-high  peak  of  245  on  1 Apr 
(A&DSc  et  al).  A Red-shouldered  Hawk  was 
seen  on  the  St.  Adolphe,  MB  hawkwatch  13 
Apr  (GHl  et  al).  The  31-day  tally  of  Red- 
tailed Hawks  at  Windygates  was  7112,  peak- 
ing at  3244  on  1 Apr  (A&DSc  et  al),  while  79 
Golden  Eagles  passed  the  watch  on  21  days 
during  the  same  time  span  (A&DSc  et  al).  At 
Mt.  Lorette,  AB,  2918  Golden  Eagles  were 
counted  between  12  Feb  and  17  May.  While 
this  was  the  highest  total  since  2003,  it  re- 
quired 1214  hours,  47%  above  average  (PS  et 
al).  Five  active  Golden  Eagle  nests  were  not- 
ed at  L.  Diefenbaker,  SK  24  Mar  (DZ). 

RAILS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A Sora  at  Oak  Hammock  22  Apr  was  early 
(RKo).  An  unbanded  yearling  Whooping 
Crane,  discovered  by  birders  9 -May  but  ap- 
parently present  since  late  Apr,  thrilled  ob- 
servers near  Niverville,  MB  into  Jun.  It  be- 
came probably  the  most-watched  bird  ever  in 
the  province  (CS,  m.ob.,  ph.).  A Black- 
necked Stilt  at  Purdue  Marsh,  SK  22  Apr  was 
a good  find  (GT),  but  even  better  was  Mani- 
toba’s first  nest  of  the  species  at  Whitewater 
23  May  (KD,  m.ob.).  Three  American  Avocets 
were  n.  of  their  usual  range  near  The  Pas  28 
Apr  (DR).  A concentration  of  1500  Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs  near  Shepard,  AB  30  Apr  was  notable 
(TK).  Whimbrel  counts  of  800  in  the  Rolling 


This  gull,  photographed  at  the  PR  227  dump  near  St  Am- 
brose, Manitoba  17  May  2006,  was  thought  to  be  a Herring 
Gull  X Glaucous-winged  Gull  hybrid.  The  regional  editors 
would  appreciate  receiving  expert  opinion  on  this  tentative 
identification.  Photographs  by  Peter  Taylor. 

Hills,  AB  area  (BPa,  BV)  and  660  in  the  Taber, 
AB  area  (LBe),  both  14  May,  were  impressive. 
An  American  Woodcock  at  Redcliff,  near 
Medicine  Hat  7 Apr  was  a first  for  Alberta  (BT, 
m.ob.,  ph.).  It  was  inadvertently  flushed  by  an 
overly  eager  television  cameraman  and  could 
not  be  relocated.  Some  75,000  Wilson’s 
Phalaropes  massed  at  Reed  L.,  SK  14  May 
(GK). 

A Parasitic  Jaeger  at  Manitou  L.,  SK  7 May 
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This  male  Black-necked  Stilt  was  first  found  on  23  (here  26)  May  2006  at  White- 
water  Lake,  Manitoba.  On  24  May,  a female  was  discovered  on  a nearby  nest, 
which  later  produced  at  least  three  young.  This  represents  the  first  confirmed 
breeding  of  the  species  in  the  province.  Photograph  by  Christian  Artuso. 


This  American  Woodcock  at  Redcliff,  near  Medicine  Hat,  Al- 
berta 7 April  2006,  was  nearly  1000  kilometers  west  of  its 
normal  range.  Representing  the  first  confirmed  record  for  the 
province,  it  departed  when  a television  cameraman  prodded 
it  to  see  if  it  was  alive!  Photograph  by  Brad  Thickson. 


In  a season  that  saw  many  rare  gulls  in  Alberta,  this  West- 
ern Gull  at  Calgary  on  4 April  2006  may  have  been  the 
rarest.  The  identification  was  based  on  the  overall  heavy 
build,  the  heavy  bill,  dark  eyes,  large  domed  head,  and 
drooping  "skirt."  If  accepted,  it  would  be  a first  for  the 
Prairie  Provinces.  Photograph  by  Terry  Korolyk. 


Alberta's  second  Black-throated  Sparrow  visited  a Bearspaw 
yard  28  and  29  May  (here)  2006.  It  appeared  following  four 
days  of  weather  disturbances  moving  up  to  the  province 
from  the  American  Southwest.  Photograph  by  Terry  Korolyk. 

was  rare  (B&HSc).  Calgary,  AB  hosted  a 
smorgasbord  of  rare  gulls:  an  Iceland  Gull  29- 
30  Mar  (RW,  m.ob.),  a Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull  28-30  Mar  (RB,  RS),  a Slaty-backed  Gull 
28-30  Mar  (BCl,  ET,  MM,  m.ob.),  a Western 
Gull  4 Apr  (potentially  a Regional  first)  (TK, 
m.ob.,  ph.),  and  a Glaucous-winged  Gull  8 
May  (RW).  Elsewhere,  a Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull  was  at  Wascana  6-12  Apr  (BLu,  m.ob.),  a 
possible  Herring  Gull  x Glaucous-winged 
Gull  hybrid  was  at  the  PR  227  dump  in  s. 
Manitoba  17  May  (PT,  RKo,  ph.),  and  a Glau- 
cous-winged Gull  was  at  Edmonton,  AB  1 


May  (DN,  TT). 

New  locations  for  Eurasian 
Collared-Doves  were  Crystal 
City,  MB  (ph.  BTr),  Winkler, 

MB  (LBr),  and  Grenfell,  SK 
(DC).  A Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 
at  Assiniboine  Park,  Winnipeg 
27-28  May  was  seen  by  many 
(BCa,  m.ob.,  ph.).  Snowy  Owls 
lingered  well  into  spring,  with 
singles  reported  as  late  as  15 
May  near  Regina  (BLu,  SW) 
and  21  May  at  Oak  Hammock 
(GB).  A Chimney  Swift  bat- 
tling fierce  headwinds  at  Rob- 
sart,  SK  23  May  and  4 the  next 
clay  at  Estevan,  SK  were  well  w. 
of  their  usual  range  (AC,  LdM, 

RKo). 

A cooperative  male  Broad- 
tailed Hummingbird  frequented  a Portage  la 
Prairie,  MB  feeder  16-29  May  (CB,  m.ob.). 
Seen,  heard,  and  photographed  by  many,  it 
provided  the  first  record  for  the  Prairie 
Provinces.  A Lewis’s  Woodpecker  at  Raven- 
scrag,  SK  25  May  was  rare  (RD,  JS,  fide  PS). 
The  wintering  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  at 
Winnipeg  was  seen  as  late  as  21  Mar  (MK).  At 
Headingley,  MB,  1460  Northern  Elickers 
streamed  westward  along  the  Assiniboine  R. 
in  two  hours  16  Apr  (BSh). 

PASSERINES 

A House  Wren  at  Winnipeg  19  Apr  was  early 
(CC).  At  least  2 Townsend’s  Solitaires  visited 
Winnipeg  17  Mar-7  Apr  (GW,  m.ob.),  while 
single  birds  were  noted  near  Elie,  MB  1 1 Apr 
(DSt)  and  Saskatoon,  SK  23  Mar  (fide  NS)  and 
19  Apr  (SS).  Northern  Mockingbirds  were 
well  represented,  with  sightings  at  Winnipeg 
15-21  Mar  (CM,  m.ob.)  and  31  Mar  (KE), 
Grand  Beach,  MB  28  Apr  (RKo,  GG,  HL,  PT), 
Kinbrook  Island  PR,  AB  12  May  (B&Lla), 
Wild  Horse,  AB  26  May-r  (RKn,  GHr,  HT), 
and  Calgary  29  May  (TB,  m.ob.). 

An  Orange-crowned  Warbler  at  Spruce 
Woods  PR,  MB  10  Apr  was  very  early  (L&RJ). 
A Prothonotary  Warbler  at  Et.  Whyte  late 
Apr-6  May  was  about  the  6th  for  the  province 
(AM,  RP,  m.ob.,  ph.),  while  an  undocumented 
report  of  Worm-eating  Warbler  came  from 
Delta,  MB  30  May  QL,fide  KD).  Amazingly  far 
out  of  range  was  a Swainson’s  Warbler  at 
Beaudry  Park,  near  Winnipeg  8 May  (ph.  CA). 
A first  for  the  Region,  the  bird  unfortunately 
did  not  linger.  A Field  Sparrow  at  Regina  31 
May-1  Jun  was  a good  find  (TH,  m.ob.). 
There  was  a flurry  of  Lark  Bunting  sightings  in 
Manitoba  19-30  May,  with  reports  from  Min- 
iota.  Oak  Hammock,  Pierson,  and  Broomhill. 
A Black-throated  Sparrow  at  Bearspaw,  near 


Calgary  28-29  May  was  the  2nd  confirmed  for 
Alberta  (CL,  m.ob.,  ph.).  Between  6 and  22 
Apr,  the  Houstons  banded  343  Dark-eyed  Jun- 
cos  in  their  Saskatoon  yard,  the  highest  num- 
ber in  40  years  of  banding.  An  early  Smith’s 
Longspur  was  near  Oak  Hammock  12  Apr 
(AE,  PE,  RN).  A Painted  Bunting  was  pho- 
tographed at  Bashaw,  AB  4 May  (R&YKi);  its 
appearance  fits  a pattern  of  spring  overshoots 
in  the  Region.  An  Eastern  Meadowlark  was 
noted  near  Sandilands,  MB  25  May  (CS). 

Observers  (provincial  compilers  in  boldface): 
C.  Artuso,  A.  Aug,  R.  Barclay,  T.  Barkauskas, 
L.  Bennett  (LBe),  E.  Bouvier,  C.  Braden,  L. 
Braun  (LBr),  G.  Budyk,  B.  Carey  (BCa),  J. 
Clark,  B.  Clibbon  (BCl),  D.  Cork,  A.  Cour- 
celles,  C.  Curtis,  L.  de  March,  K.  De  Smet,  R. 
Dutcher,  K.  Elliott,  A.  Ens,  B.  Ewart,  P.  Fast, 
G.  & S.  Grieef,  M.  Harrison,  T.  Herriot,  G. 
Holland  (GHl),  G.  Holroyd  (GHr),  L.  & R. 
Jansson,  R.  & Y.  King  (R&YKi),  D.  Knapik,  R. 
Knapton  (RKn),  R.  Koes  (RKo),  T.  Korolyk, 

G.  Kratzig,  M.  Krieger,  C.  Lake,  H.  Lane,  B.  & 

L.  Lang  (B&LLa),  R.  LeBlanc,  J.  Lemay,  B. 
Luterbach  (BLu),  C.  Meiklejohn,  A.  Mickey, 

M.  Mulligan,  D.  Nadeau,  R.  Nickel,  B.  Parsons 
(BPa),  J.  Peters,  B.  Pillipow  (BPi),  R.  Porte- 
ous,  D.  Raitt,  J.  Saunders,  N.  Saunders,  B.  & 

H.  Schmidt  (B&HSc),  A.  & D.  Schritt 
(A&DSc),  S.  Shadick,  P.  Sherrington,  B.  Shet- 
tler  (BSh),  D.  Steppler  (DSt),  C.  Stevens,  R. 
Storms,  G.  Taylor,  P.  Taylor,  B.  Thickson 
(BTh),  T.  Thormin,  B.  Treble  (BTr),  H.  Trefry, 
E.  Tull,  B.  Velner,  G.  Walz,  S.  Weir,  R.  Wersh- 
ler,  D.  Zazelenchuk.  O 


Rudolf  F.  Koes,  135  Rossmere  Crescent,  Winnipeg,  Man- 
itoba R2K  0G1,  (rkoes@mts.net); 

Peter  Taylor,  P.  0.  Box  597,  Pinawa,  Manitoba  ROE  1L0, 
(taylorp@granite.mb.ca) 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS 


Northern  Great  Plains  I 


Ron  Martin 


Temperatures  and  precipitation  were 
near  the  averages  for  the  season  with 
the  exception  of  April,  which  had 
above-average  temperatures.  Some  areas  of  the 
Dakotas  remained  quite  dry.  There  were  no 
major  weather  events,  and  migration  was 
rather  lackluster.  Waterfowl  moved  through 
quickly,  and  there  were  numerous  early  shore- 
bird  sightings.  However,  the  bulk  of  shore- 
birds  moved  through  perhaps  a bit  later  than 
usual.  Warbler  migration  was  uninspiring. 

The  season  provided  a good  number  of  va- 
grants and  casual  species  in  North  Dakota. 
Possible  first  state  records  included  an  Anhin- 
ga  in  North  Dakota,  Great  Black-backed  Gull 
in  South  Dakota,  and  Smew  and  Blue-winged 
Warbler  in  Montana.  Second  state  sightings 
were  a Yellow-throated  Vireo  in  Montana  and 
Great  Black-backed  Gull  in  North  Dakota. 


Barn  Ovd  sightings  are  on  the  rise  in  the  Northern  Great 
Plains.  This  bird  was  a good  find  in  Dunn  County,  North 
Dakota  1 May  2006.  Phsto§mpkbyhckLefor. 


GEESE  THROUGH  HERONS 

Thousands  of  Cackling  Geese  were  in 
McLean,  ND  24  Mar  (REM).  Still  on  the  hy- 
pothetical list  in  South  Dakota,  a Mute  Swan 
was  in  Stanley  8 Mar  (p.a.,  RDO).  In  Mon- 
tana, a Bewick’s  Swan  was  among  Tundra 
Swans  25  Mar  at  Freezeout  L.  (MS).  Providing 
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about  the  16th  report  for  North 
Dakota,  a Eurasian  Wigeon  was  doc- 
umented in  Stutsman  8 Apr  (p.a., 
SS).  Six  American  Black  Ducks  were 
reported  from  the  Dakotas,  with  an 
additional  two  reports  of  hybrids 
from  North  Dakota.  Four  Cinna- 
mon Teal  were  noted  in  South  Dako- 
ta, and  seven  reports  were  received 
from  North  Dakota.  Casual  in 
spring,  2 Surf  Scoters  were  in  Great  Falls  22 
Mar  (AN).  Long-tailed  Ducks  were  in  all  three 
states;  latest  dates  were  15  Apr  in  Traill,  ND 
(REM),  17  Apr  in  Grant,  SD  (BU),  and  6 May 
at  Benton  Lake  N.W.R.,  MT  (SK).  A potential 
first  for  Montana,  a male  Smew  was  at  Medi- 
cine Lake  N.W.R.  12  May  (p.a.,  PG,  MC). 
Horned  and  Eared  Grebes  were  early  18  Mar 
in  Yankton,  SD  (RD),  and  a Clark’s  Grebe  in 
Roberts  17  Apr  tied  the  earliest  date  for  South 
Dakota  (BU). 

A possible  first  for  North  Dakota,  an  An- 
hinga  was  seen  soaring  with  Sandhill  Cranes 
9 Apr  in  Kidder  (p.a.,  REM,  SDL).  Tying  the 
earliest  date  for  South  Dakota,  a Great  Egret 
was  in  Day  27  Mar  (WS).  Casual  in  Montana, 
a Green  Heron  was  near  Laurel  12  Apr  (p.a., 
BH). 

HAWKS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

Rare  migrants  in  the  Dakotas,  3 Red-shoul- 
dered Hawks  were  observed.  One  was  at  Turtle 
River  S.P.,  ND  28-29  Mar  (p.a.,  TGD),  and  sin- 
gles in  South  Dakota  were  in  Moody  (p.a.,  JSP) 
and  Roberts  (p.a.,  MO),  25  Mar  and  12  May,  re- 
spectively. Late  Gyrfalcons  were  reported  20 
Apr  at  Ft.  Peck,  MT  (CC)  and  28  Apr  in  Sully, 
SD  (KM).  The  only  Yellow  Rails  reported  were 

19  on  16  May  in  Grand  Forks,  ND  (EEF).  Re- 
ports of  both  Virginia  Rail  and  Sora  9 Apr  in 
Union,  SD  furnished  the  earliest  recorded  date 
for  both  species  in  the  state  (BFH).  Very  early 
for  North  Dakota,  3 Sandhill  Cranes  were  at 
Long  Lake  N.W.R.  8 Mar  QW,  CDF). 

Marking  the  first  report  for  North  Dakota 
in  70  years,  a Mountain  Plover  was  video- 
taped 9 Apr  at  a Greater  Sage-Grouse  lek  in 
Slope  (p.a.,  AVN).  Four  Mountain  Plovers 
were  s.  of  Glasgow,  MT  21  Apr  QC).  The  ear- 
liest for  South  Dakota,  a Willet  was  in  Beadle 
1 Apr  (BFW),  and  a Marbled  Godwit  was  in 
Hand  31  Mar  (BFW).  A very  rare  migrant  in 
South  Dakota,  2 Red  Knots  were  in  Kingsbury 

20  May  OSP,  RFS).  Also  very  rare  in  South 
Dakota,  a Western  Sandpiper  was  noted  in 
Sully  14  May  (RDO).  Stilt  Sandpipers  were 
early  9 Apr  in  Union,  SD  (BFH)  and  16  Apr  in 
Burleigh,  ND  (HCT).  American  Woodcocks 
were  displaying  again  this  spring  in  Burleigh, 
ND.  Nesting  has  not  been  confirmed  in  the 
area  (HCT,  CDE,  BB). 


3 


A subspecies  considered  casual  in  Montana,  this  Bewick's 
Swan  was  with  Tundra  Swans  at  Freezeout  Lake,  Montana 
28  March  2006.  Photograph  by  Dan  Casey. 


This  first-year  Great  Black-backed  Gull  at  the  Bismarck, 
North  Dakota  Landfill  8 April  2006  protfided  the  second 
record  for  the  state.  Another  individual  of  this  species 
was  found  later  the  same  day  in  an  adjacent  county. 
Photograph  by  Ron  Martin. 


Representing  the  second  record  for  Montana,  this  Yellow- 
throated  Vireo  was  at  Bowdoin  National  Wildlife  Refuge  27- 
28  (here  27)  May  2006.  Photograph  by  Stephen].  Dinsmore. 


GULLS  THROUGH  GOATSUCKERS 

About  the  15th  report  for  North  Dakota,  an 
ad.  Little  Gull  was  at  the  Fargo  lagoons  15 
May  (p.a.,  CDE,  REM).  A new  high  count  for 
spring,  1350  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  were  in  Kidder 
and  Logan,  ND  8 Apr  (REM,  CDE,  HCT).  In 
Pierre,  SD,  a gull  thought  to  be  a Franklin’s 
Gull  X Ring-billed  Gull  hybrid  was  pho- 
tographed 30-31  Mar  (RDO);  this  combina- 
tion is  rarely  reported.  A Mew  Gull  was  at 
Pierre,  SD  23  Mar-2  Apr  (RDO).  Probably  the 
same  Iceland  Gull  reported  in  the  winter  sea- 
son remained  through  24  Mar  in  Pierre,  SD 
(p.a.,  RDO).  This  was  the  4th  reported  in  the 
state.  Spring  Glaucous  Gull  reports  continue 
to  proliferate.  The  species  was  reported  from 
two  South  Dakota  counties,  and  two  May  re- 
ports in  North  Dakota  included  one  21  May 
in  Kidder  (HCT)  and  one  through  the  end  of 
the  season  in  Grand  Forks  (EEF).  On  the 
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Furnishing  about  the  eleventh  record  for  North  Dakota, 
this  Sage  Thrasher  in  Fargo  21  May  2006  was  one  of  two 
reported  in  the  state  in  the  spring  season. 
Photograph  by  Patrick  Beauzay. 


This  exotic  European  Goldfinch  was  a one-day  wonder 
in  Burleigh  County,  North  Dakota  7 May  2006. 
Photograph  by  Allen  Mass. 


heels  of  the  first  state  record  last  spring,  2 
Great  Black-backed  Gulls  were  noted  in 
North  Dakota.  Singles  were  photographed  in 
Burleigh  and  Logan  8 Apr  (p.a.,  REM,  CDE, 
HCT).  A potential  first  for  South  Dakota,  a 
Great  Black-backed  Gull  was  in  Sully  8-9  Apr 
(p.a.,  RDO,  KM).  The  earliest  record  for 
South  Dakota,  a Caspian  Tern  was  in  Hughes 
14  Apr  (KM). 

Providing  the  5th  report  for  North  Dakota, 
a White-winged  Dove  was  photographed  in 
Eargo  30  Apr  (p.a.,  MO).  Still  on  the  increase. 
Barn  Owls  were  reported  from  four  South 
Dakota  counties  in  May,  and  a single  was  in 
Dunn,  ND  f May  (p.a.,  JPL).  Encouraging 
were  four  e.  river  Burrowing  Owl  reports  from 
North  Dakota.  In  South  Dakota,  Burrowing 
Owl  was  reported  well  to  the  e.  in  Hamlin  17 
Apr  (fide  DB).  Broad-tailed  Hummingbirds 
were  recorded  in  three  counties  in  the  Black 
Hills  of  South  Dakota  in  late  May.  A rare  mi- 
grant in  North  Dakota,  a Whip-poor-will  was 
observed  migrating  northward  at  dusk  in 
Richland  19  May  (CDE). 

WOODPECKERS  THROUGH 
THRASHERS 

American  Three-toed  Woodpeckers  were  ex- 
cavating a cavity  in  Lawrence,  SD  25-26  May 
(DS).  A Western  Kingbird  was  very  early  in 
Hughes,  SD  13  Apr  (p.a.,  RDO).  Marking  the 


2nd  sighting  in  Montana,  a Yellow-throated 
Vireo  was  photographed  at  Bowdoin  N.W.R. 
27-28  May  (p.a.,  SD,  PS).  Accidental  in  spring 
in  North  Dakota,  a Gray  Jay  was  in  Grand 
Porks  1-12  Apr  (p.a.,  EEP,  DOE).  Unusual  in 
ne  Montana,  a Common  Raven  was  in  Valley 
10  Apr  QC);  one  in  Pierce,  ND  16  Apr  could 
indicate  nesting,  as  the  species  nests  in  near- 
by McHenry  (REM). 

A Sedge  Wren  was  early  25  Apr  in  Hughes, 
SD  (KM).  A late  Townsends  Solitaire  was  in 
Mott,  ND  1 May  (DNS).  Casual  in  Montana,  a 
Northern  Mockingbird  was  at  Pt.  Peck  27 
May  (JL).  Purnishing  the  first  North  Dakota 
reports  in  six  years,  single  Sage  Thrashers 
were  in  Eargo  21  May  (p.a.,  DPW,  DWR)  and 
in  McHenry  28  May  (SSh);  these  represented 
about  the  11th  and  12th  reports  for  the  state. 
The  earliest  reports  of  the  species  in  Montana 
came  from  Carbon  1 Apr  (BJ),  while  in  South 
Dakota,  Sage  Thrashers  were  noted  in  Butte 
14  & 20  May  (EK,  DC,  MS). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A potential  first  for  Montana,  a Blue-winged 
Warbler  was  reported  from  Bowdoin  N.W.R. 
23  May  (p.a.,  CM,  MM,  JM).  A rare  spring  mi- 
grant in  the  Dakotas,  Black-throated  Blue 
Warblers  were  in  Eargo  16  & 19  May  (REM, 
CDE)  and  in  Hughes,  SD  2-6  May  (EDS).  Ca- 
sual in  South  Dakota,  a Townsend’s  Warbler 
was  in  Lcivvrence  27  May  (p.a.,  DS).  Casual  in 
North  Dakota,  a Pine  Warbler  was  at  Grand 
Porks  24  Apr  (DOE).  Record  early  for  North 
Dakota  was  an  Ovenbird  14  Apr  in  Bismarck 
(MAG).  Hooded  Warblers  were  reported  24 
May  in  Brown,  SD  (p.a.,  DAT)  and  in  Eargo, 
ND  24-25  May  (p.a.,  DPW).  Other  casual 
warblers  reported  in  South  Dakota  included  a 
Prothonotary  Warbler  22  May  in  Minnehaha 
(p.a.,  PB)  and  a Worm-eating  Warbler  19  May 
in  V^alworth  (p.a.,  DC).  A Common  Yel- 
lowthroat  was  early  in  Stanley,  SD  21  Apr 
(KM).  Out-of-range  Western  Tanagers  were 
in  Hughes,  SD  4 May  (EOS)  and  in  Adams,  ND 
5 May  (p.a.,  REM,  JPL).  The  Green-tailed 
Towhee  that  wintered  in  Walsh,  ND  was  still 
present  31  Mar  (fide  DNS).  About  the  10th  re- 
port for  South  Dakota,  a Green-tailed  Towhee 
was  in  Harding  1 1 May  (p.a.,  KM). 

Usually  reported  only  in  the  summer  sea- 
son, a Henslow’s  Sparrow  was  early  in  Barnes, 
ND  8-10  May  (p.a.,  JL).  A nice  peak  of  60  Pox 
Sparrows  was  tallied  in  Grand  Forks,  ND  6 
Apr  (EEP).  Constituting  about  the  8th  report 
for  North  Dakota,  a Gray-headed  Junco  was 
in  Stutsman  9 May  (p.a.,  LC).  Rare  as  spring 
migrants,  4 Smith’s  Longspurs  were  in  Wells, 
ND  22  Apr  (REM).  Northern  Cardinals  con- 
tinue to  spread  in  far  e.  North  Dakota:  a peak 
of  4 was  noted  at  Eargo  17  May  (CDE).  An- 


This  possible  Franklin's  Gull  x Ring-billed  Gull  hybrid  was  in 
Pierre,  South  Dakota  30  and  (here)  31  March  2006.  Photo- 
graphs by  Ricky  Olson  (perched)  and  Doug  Backlund  (flight). 


other  species  usually  reported  only  in  the 
summer  season  in  North  Dakota,  Dickcissel 
was  widely  reported  in  the  state  by  late  May. 
Casual  in  North  Dakota,  an  Eastern  Mead- 
owlark was  in  Ransom  29  Mar  (BS).  A Euro- 
pean Goldfinch,  surely  an  escapee,  was  pho- 
tographed 7 May  in  Burleigh,  ND  (AN).  There 
were  only  two  reports  of  Red  Crossbill  from 
North  Dakota,  and  no  White-winged  Cross- 
bills were  noted. 
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Southern  Great  Plains! 


As  has  been  the  case  over  the  past  few 
years,  record-early  and  near-record 
early  arrival  dates  dominated  the 
spring  season’s  reports.  This  was  particularly 
notable  for  shorebirds,  whose  presence — 
from  Snowy  Plovers  to  Long-billed  Dowitch- 
ers — built  into  noteworthy  numbers  on  dates 
earlier  than  typical/irst  arrival  dates.  This  sea- 
son’s report  also  highlights  the  special  narrow 
window  of  shorebird  migration  from  10-20 
May  for  a series  of  Arctic-breeding  species 
Although  the  Region  remains  in  a signifi- 
cant drought  cycle,  some  waterbirds,  such  as 
White-faced  Ibis  and  Black-necked  Stilt,  ap- 
pear to  be  increasing.  At  the  same  time,  sev- 
eral western  Nebraska  breeders,  notably 
Western  Grebe  and  Eared  Grebes,  are  in  a low 
cycle,  and  the  California  Gull  presence  at 
Lake  McConaughy  in  Nebraska  may  be  on 
the  brink  of  extirpation. 

Abbreviations;  Crescent  Lake  (Crescent  Lake 
N.W.R.,  Garden,  NE);  Hackberry  (Hackberry 
Flat  W.M.A.,  Tillman,  OK);  Harvard  Marsh 
(Harvard  Marsh  Waterfowl  Production  Area); 
Hefner  (L.  Hefner,  Oklahoma,  OK);  Mc- 
Conaughy (L.  McConaughy,  Keith,  NE); 
Quivira  (Quivira  N.W.R.,  Stafford,  KS);  Red 
Slough  (Red  Slough  W.M.A.,  McCurtain,  OK); 
R.W.B.  (Rainwater  Basin,  Filmore  and  Clay 
and  adjacent  counties,  NE);  Salt  Plains  (Salt 
Plains  N.W.R.,  Alfalfa,  OK);  Sooner  L. 
(Pawnee/Noble,  OK);  Tenkiller  (L.  Tenkiller, 
Sequoyah,  OK). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  IBISES 

Four  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  were 
noted  in  Alfalfa,  OK  24  May  (RSh),  and  a sin- 
gle was  in  McIntosh,  OK  10  May  QDR. 
DGB) — the  only  ones  found  outside  Red 
Slough,  in  extreme  se.  Oklahoma.  Some 


300,000  Snow  Geese  were  estimated  at  Har- 
vard Marsh  8 Mar  (PD);  a few  lingered  at 
Pawnee,  NE  7-14  May  (WRS,  SJD)  and  Nuck- 
olls, NE  14  May  (SJD).  Ross’s  Goose  numbers, 
more  modest,  included  430  in  Seward,  NE  25 
Mar  0QJ)>  with  a straggler  in  Dixon,  NE  11- 
21  May  (LE,  BFH,  JJ,  m.ob.).  A neck-collared 
Ross’s  in  Gage,  NE  4 Mar  was  from  Nunavut 
(SJD).  Also  rather  late  was  a Cackling  Goose 
in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  31  May  (AK).  Trumpeter 
Swans  continue  to  appear  at  scattered  loca- 
tions in  w.  Nebraska,  where  small  numbers  of 
nesting  birds  occur.  The  last  Tundra  Swans 
leaving  the  Region  were  5 at  Quivira  4 Mar 
(PJ,  CM,  KG)  and  2 in  Lynn,  KS  19  Mar  (MC). 
Mottled  Ducks  (2-3)  were  documented  6-23 
May  at  Red  Slough  (DA,  BH,  MW).  A Gadwall 
X Mallard  hybrid  (“Brewer’s  Duck”)  was  seen 
30  Mar  in  the  e.  R.W.B.  QGJ)-  Noted  most  fre- 
quently in  Nebraska,  a male  Eurasian  Wigeon 
and  possible  female  were  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE 
18  Mar  (ph.  KD).  Cinnamon  Teal  were  re- 
ported in  better-than-average  numbers  this 
season,  60+  from  Nebraska  alone  (/ide  WRS), 
with  some  noted  to  the  e.  boundaries  of  the 
Region  in  Lancaster,  NE  5 May  (LE)  and  Red 
Slough  4-8  Apr  (DA,  BH).  A male  Canvasback 
was  at  Crescent  L.  28  May  (LR,  RH).  Thirty- 
eight  Greater  Scaup  were  at  Sooner  L.  19  Mar 
QWA)  and  24  in  Cedar/Knox,  NE  22  Mar 
(RW);  only  scattered  numbers  appeared  else- 
where. Tardy  were  the  2 Greaters  in  Sumner, 


Irregular  in  migration  across  much  of  the  southern  Great 
Plains  in  spring,  Bobolinks  were  abundant  10  May  2006  in 
Bixby,  Tulsa  County,  Oklahoma.  Photograph  by  Steve  Metz. 


KS  13  May  (GY),  one  in  Saunders,  NE  14  May 
(CNK),  and  4 at  Sooner  L.  18  May  (JWA).  A 
cooperative  young  male  Harlequin  Duck  re- 
mained in  Cedar,  NE  TI  Feb-7  May  (D&CN, 
m.ob.;  ph.).  Among  a handful  of  scoters  were 
3 Surfs  and  one  Black  in  Sequoyah,  OK  19  Mar 
(MMl),  a Surf  in  Osage,  KS  5 Mar  (TH,  LH), 
and  a Black  in  Osage,  KS  13  Mar  (DG).  Long- 
tailed Ducks  were  found  in  Harlan,  NE 
through  8 Mar  (SJD,  PD),  Osage,  KS  through 
13  Mar  (DS,  MM,  GP),  and  in  CedarlKnox,  NE 
through  25  Mar  (MB).  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes, 
rare  but  more  likely  in  Nebraska  than  else- 
where in  the  Region,  were  noted  in  Lincoln, 


NE  28  Mar  (TJW)  and  Lancaster,  NE  10  Apr 
(tRE;  female). 

Seemingly  threatened  rangewide,  74  Sharp- 
tailed Grouse  reported  from  Nebraska  was 
good  news  (fide  WRS),  particularly  the  report 
of  36  on  one  lek  (TJW).  Greater  Prairie- 
Chicken  continues  to  be  conspicuous  in  the 
e.  R.W.B.,  with  multiple  leks  of  up  to  30  birds 
QGJ).  In  the  core  Sandhills  range,  large  num- 
bers of  Greaters  were  found  in  McPherson  3 
Apr,  with  some  60  leks  located  in  a 32-km 
route  (TJW);  eight  leks  in  the  Tryon  area  had 
65  males  and  a total  of  78  birds  21  Apr  (TJW). 
Additional  high  counts  were  80  in  Thomas  11 
Mar  (RW)  and  70  more  in  n.-cen.  Nebraska  9 
Mar  OJ). 

Tenkiller  remains  the  loon  hotspot  in  the 
Region:  2-8  Red-throated  Loons  were  noted 
there  through  20  Apr,  2-4  Pacific  Loons 
through  6 May,  and  up  to  3 Yellow-billed 
Loons  through  8 Apr,  among  the  ca.  263  Com- 
mon Loons  (the  high  noted  25  Mar;  JWA, 
m.ob.).  Other  single  Red-throateds  were  found 
at  Hefner  8 Apr  OWA),  Sooner  L.  16  Mar 
QWA),  and  McCurtain,  OK  2 Mar  (BH),  with 
single  Pacifies  at  Sooner  L.  16  Mar  QWA),  Mc- 
Curtain, OK  2 Mar  (BH),  and  L.  Ogallala, 
Keith,  NE  25  Apr  QGJ).  Eared  Grebes  made  an 
early  showing  at  Harlan,  NE  8 Mar  (PD).  West- 
ern Grebes  continue  in  depressed  numbers, 
e.g.,  just  629  at  McConaughy  15  May  (SJD);  al- 
most the  only  others  were  singles  in  Harper, 
OK  8 Apr  (EB)  and  Pawnee,  KS  9-24  May  (SS, 
DKa),  and  9 at  Quivira  14  May  (SS,  DKa). 
Twelve  Clark’s  Grebes  were  found  in  Nebraska, 
the  first  29  Apr  (KD),  with  6 at  McConaughy 
15  May  (SJD). 

Quite  rare  in  the  Region  was  a Brown  Peli- 
can 11  May  in  Marion,  KS  (NW).  Neotropic 
Cormorants  appeared  in  Coffey,  KS  12  Mar 
(ML),  Hefner  28  Apr-9  May  QAG),  Hackber- 
ry 5-17  May  (BH,  L&MT),  and  Sumner,  KS  14 
May  (TH,  LH).  Little  Blue  Herons  at  the  Ne- 
braska edges  included  ads.  in  Adams  18  Apr 
(PD)  and  Freeman  Lakes  21  Apr  OGJ)  ^nd  a 
subad.  in  Adams  6 May  (PD).  Also  at  the  Ne- 
braska edge  was  an  early  ad.  Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron  in  Sarpy  7 Apr  (EM),  with  an 
imm.  appearing  there  29  May  (ph.  AEK).  Tri- 
colored Herons  away  from  Red  Slough  in- 
cluded singles  at  Hefner  2-9  May  QAG, 
R62:LA,  m.ob.)  and  in  Tulsa  26  May  (BC). 

This  was  a good  season  for  ibises.  A White 
Ibis  arrived  31  Mar  at  Red  Slough  (BH), 
where  numbers  built  up  to  1000  by  17  May 
(BH,  BH  III).  Reports  of  Glossy  Ibis  continue 
to  increase,  and  many  observers  commend- 
ably  continue  to  check  for  hybrid  characters. 
In  Nebraska,  at  least  9 Glossies  were  reported, 
including  one  at  Harvard  Marsh  19  Apr  (MS) 
and  5 there  on  6 May  (PD),  and  singles  in 
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A nice  flight  of  Short-billed  Dowitchers  occurred  in  the  southern  Great  Plains  in 
spring  2006,  among  them  these  seen  10  May  at  the  Bixby  sod  farms,  Tulsa 
County,  Oklahoma.  Photograph  by  James  W.  Arterburn. 


Garden  3 May  QGJ,  TJW),  Adams  13  May 
(PD),  and  McConaughy  15  May  (SJD).  Okla- 
homa reports  included  singles  20  Apr-13 
May  at  Hackberry  (L&MT,  m.ob.),  5 May  in 
Blaine  QAG)  and  at  Salt  Plains  OAG),  plus  up 
to  6 at  Red  Slough  20-25  Apr  (DA,  BH  et  al.). 
Glossy  Ibis  x White-faced  Ibis  hybrids  were 
reported  from  Harvard  Marsh  6 May  (PD)  and 
Red  Slough  20  & 23  May  (DA),  both  singles. 
Numbers  of  White-faced  Ibis  were  also  high 
this  season,  exceeding  200  at  Red  Slough  22 
Apr  (BH,  JSt,  CT),  600-r  at  Salt  Plains  5 May 
QAG),  300  in  Garden,  NE,  and  “as  many”  in 
Sheridan,  NE  3 May  (TJW).  A White-faced 
appeared  on  the  exceptionally  early  date  of  11 
Mar  at  Hackberry  (L&MT). 

VULTURES  THROUGH  TERNS 

Black  Vultures  continue  to  expand  their 
range,  with  Oklahoma  sightings  in  Comanche 
(EB),  Cleveland  (PV),  and  Pawnee  (TJH),  and 
Kansas  reports  from  Cherokee  (DH)  and  John- 
son (DP).  A real  surprise  was  a White-tailed 
Kite  spotted  in  Osage,  OK  2 Apr  (EBo,  JW). 
Efforts  to  re-establish  Bald  Eagles  in  the  Re- 
gion have  been  ongoing  for  some  time.  Re- 
sults from  Nebraska  (fideJGJ)  and  Oklahoma 
(AJ)  show  over  50  pairs  in  each  state;  over 
100  young  per  year  are  fledged  annually — not 
bad  from  the  zero  start  in  the  DDT  era.  North- 
ern Goshawks  were  observed  24  Mar  in 
Rooks,  KS  (HA),  28  Mar  in  Riley,  KS  (Lj),  and 

I Apr  in  Sarpy,  NE  (CNK).  A Harris’s  Hawk 
wandered  to  Cherokee,  OK  in  early  Mar,  excit- 
ing local  birders  (A&GH,  JM  et  al).  Broad- 
winged Hawks  drifted  as  far  w.  as  Scotts  Bluff, 
NE  30  Apr  (KD)  and  Garden,  NE  15  May 
(SJD).  Tardy  were  Merlins  in  Leavenworth,  KS 

I I May  (DWi)  and  in  Dixon,  NE  20  May 
(BFH).  Peregrine  Falcons  have  become  more 
common  in  the  Region  as  migrants,  and  some 
are  now  resident  in  urban  areas  such  as  Lin- 


coln, NE,  where  a pair  hatched 
4 chicks  19  May  OGJ). 

Rails  normally  have  a hard 
time  in  droughts,  but  spring 
rains  encouraged  use  of  sever- 
al marshes.  A good  find  was  a 
Yellow  Rail  30  Apr-4  May  in 
Douglas,  KS  (THo,  m.ob.). 
King  Rails  were  found  at  Red 
Slough  (DA,  BH)  and  Hackber- 
ry (L&MT,  m.ob.).  A high 
count  of  27  Soras  came  from 
Red  Slough  4 May  (DA).  Com- 
mon Moorhens  appeared  at 
scattered  locations,  including 
pairs  at  Quivira  20  May  (SS, 
MR,  JR),  Kingfisher,  OK  16 
May  (GK),  and  Tulsa,  OK  13- 
30  May  OC,  TM),  with  up  to 

17  noted  at  Red  Slough  (DA,  BH).  Sandhill 
Crane  migration  is  still  a great  event  in  the 
central  Platte  Valley,  NE,  with  200,000  noted 
10  Mar  (L&CP).  A pair  of  likely  resident 
Greater  Sandhill  Cranes  was  in  Clay,  NE  3 
Apr  OGJ),  and  another  Greater  was  in  Lin- 
coln, NE  16  May  (TJW).  A Common  Crane 
was  reported  in  a large  group  of  roosting 
Sandhill  Cranes  near  Rowe  Sanctuary,  Buffalo, 
NE  17  Mar  (tKB). 

A clear  “zootie”  was  the  Wilson’s  Plover 
documented  1 May  in  Saline,  KS  (RHi,  RP). 
Among  the  less  common  shorebirds,  most  Pip- 
ing Plovers  were  at  McConaughy — 38  on  15 
May  (SJD).  At  other  breeding  locations  in  Ne- 
braska, one  Piping  was  in  Scotts  Bluff  30  Apr 
(KD),  3 at  two  locations  in  the  Sandhills  7-9 
May  QED),  and  one  at  Crescent  L.  15  May 
(SJD).  As  many  as  16  were  noted  in  Dixon,  NE 
20  May  (BFH,  m.ob.),  presumably  displaced 
by  rising  water  levels  from  Corps  of  Engineers’ 
Missouri  River  management.  Most  migrant 
Pipings  were  noted  in  Nebraska,  the  earliest  on 
12  Apr  (D&JP);  the  only  other  migrants  re- 
ported were  singles  at  Hefner  28  Apr  QAG) 
through  7 May  (R&LA)  and  at  Quivira  14  May 
(SS,  DKa).  A healthy  65  Mountain  Plover  nests 
were  monitored  in  Kimball,  NE  (fideJGJ). 

Whimbrel  graced  the  Region  from  20  Apr 
(Hackberry,  L&MT)  through  21  May,  with 
high  counts  of  21  on  17  May  at  Hackberry 
O&MT),  26  in  Coffey,  KS  19  May  (MK),  and 

18  in  Washington,  OK  21  May  (MD).  All  Rud- 
dy Turnstones  passed  in  a narrow  window 
from  12-21  May,  with  high  counts  for  each 
state  the  same  day — 18  May:  28  at  Sooner 
Lake  OWA),  21  at  Freeman  Lakes  OGJ),  and 
100+  at  Quivira  (DV,  WC,  BB).  Always  excep- 
tional in  spring,  a Red  Knot  was  noted  at 
Quivira  20  May  (SS,  MR,  JR).  For  Buff-breast- 
ed  Sandpiper,  a species  of  concern,  counts  in- 
cluded: 627  in  the  e.  R.W.B.  20  May,  522  of 


This  was  dearly  a season  of  early  arrivals  for 
shorebirds,  and  some  of  the  arrivals  set  records. 

By  the  end  of  Mar,  birders  had  found: 

• Snowy  Plover  15  Mar  at  Hackberry  (L&MT),  16  Mar  in 
Pawnee,  OK  (JWA),  and  many  at  Quivira  19  Mar  (GF); 

• Black-necked  Stilt  1 1 Mar  at  Hackberry  (L&MT); 

• American  Avocets  1 1 Mar  at  Hackberry  (3;  L&MT); 

• Greater  Yellowlegs  by  26  Feb  at  Hackberry  (69  birds; 
L&MT),  and  singles  1 Mar  in  Dodge,  NE  (D&JP)  and  4 
Marin/)oug/fls,KS(MT); 

• Lesser  Yellowlegs  by  26  Feb  at  Hackberry  (4;  L&MT) 
and  at  Harvard  Marsh  8 Mar  (PD); 

• Solitary  Sandpiper  21  Mar  at  Red  Slough  (DA); 

• Baird's  Sandpipers  9 Mar  in  Douglas,  KS  (3;  MRo)  and 
one  at  Harvard  Marsh  10  Mar  (PD); 

• Pectoral  Sandpiper  20  Feb  at  Red  Slough  (one;  DA), 

2 at  Harvard  Marsh  10  Mar  (PD),  and  3 on  11  Mar  at 
Hackberry  (L&MT); 

• Dunlin  1 1 Mar  at  Hackberry  (L&MT); 

• Stilt  Sandpipers  22  Mar  at  Hackberry  (2;  VF);  and 

• Long-billed  Dowitchers  26  Feb  at  Hackberry  (65  on 
that  date;  866  by  11  Mar;  L&MT),  one  in  Omaha  5-12 
Mar  (RE,  CNK,  L&BP),  3 at  Harvard  Marsh  10  Mar  (PD), 
and  2 in  Fillmore,  NE  the  same  day  (JGJ). 

In  addition  to  record-early  arrivals,  there  were  also  some 
exceptional  counts  of  shorebirds.  For  Black-bellied  Plover, 
unprecedented  were  counts  of  400  at  Quivira  14  May  (SS, 
DKa),  320  at  Sooner  L.  18  May  (JWA),  and  165  at  Freeman 
Lakes  19  May  (JGJ).  Other  high  counts  included  over  1500 
American  Golden-Plovers  in  Osage,  OK  2 Apr  (JW,  EBo)  and 
714  at  Freeman  Lakes  15  May  (JGJ),  300  Semipalmated 
Plovers  in  Omaha  12  May  (CNK),  and  900  Baird's  Sand- 
pipers at  Harvard  Marsh  17  Apr  (PD).  Can  one  imagine 
counting  1322  Long-billed  Curlews  going  to  roost  in 
Finney,  KS  4 Apr  (T&SS,  MRo,  AN)?  Other  good  counts  for 
the  Region  were  lOO-i-  Black-necked  Stilts  at  Hackberry  8 
May  (JAG),  200  Willets  in  Sequoyah,  OK  29  Apr  (SB),  200+ 
Sanderlings  at  Quivira  14  May  (SS,  MR,  JR),  2000  White- 
rumped  Sandpipers  10  May  in  Tulsa  (JWA),  600  Pectoral 
Sandpipers  10  May  in  Tulsa  (JWA),  and  1000+  Stilt  Sand- 
pipers at  Salt  Plains  5 May  (JAG).  High  counts  of  Short- 
billed  Dowitchers  included  145  in  Tulsa  10  May  (JWA),  25 
at  Quivira  14  May  (SS,  DKa),  54  at  McConaughy  15  May 
(SJD),  and  S3  at  Clear  Creek  Marshes,  Keith,  NE  the  same 
day  (SJD);  our  understanding  of  this  species'  status  in  the 
Region  is  clearly  changing. 

which  were  in  two  fields  QGJ);  600  there  14 
May  OGJ);  and  321  in  Antelope,  NE  15  May 
(MB);  a strong  count  of  153  was  made  in  Tul- 
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sa/Wagoner,  OK  sod  farms  10  May  QWA). 
There  were  6500  Wilson’s  Phalaropes  with  (a 
whopping)  388  Red-necked  Phalaropes  at 
Crescent  L.  15  May  (SJD),  with  165  Red- 
neckeds  in  Sheridan,  NE  the  same  day  (SJD). 
Much  rarer  e.  and  s.  in  the  Region,  9 Red- 
neckeds  were  in  Saunders,  NE  19  May  (CNK), 
4 in  Sumner,  KS  12  May  (NS),  and  11  at 
Quivira  14  May  (SS,  DKa). 

For  many  seasons,  gulls  were  a dominant 
feature  of  the  reports — less  so  recently.  Cali- 
fornia Gull  numbers  appear  down  at  Mc- 
Conaughy;  only  2 were  there  15-19  May  (SJD, 
DF);  singles  were  at  Crescent  L.  13  May  (fide 
AK)  and  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  18  Mar  (AK).  Two 
Thayer’s  Gulls  were  reported:  an  ad.  in  Hitch- 
cock, NE  3 Mar  (SJD)  and  a second-year  bird 
in  Lancaster,  NE  12  Mar  OQJ)-  Two  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls,  a first-year  bird  in  Harlan, 
NE  3 Mar  (SJD)  and  an  ad.  in  Lancaster,  NE 
11-24  Mar  OQ],  PEL),  were  reported.  Glau- 
cous Gulls  were  noted  3 Mar  in  Hitchcock,  NE 
(one)  and  in  Harlan,  NE  (2;  both  SJD)  and  un- 
til 16  Mar  in  Tulsa  QWA)  and  30  Mar  in  Se- 
quoyah, OK  (SB);  all  were  first-year  birds. 
Somewhat  exceptional  were  the  13  Common 
Terns  reported  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE  16  May 
(tSJD),  with  one  near  Yankton,  Cedar,  NE  10 
May  (NE)  and  3 in  Seward,  NE  12  May  QGJ)- 

DOVES  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

White-winged  Doves  appear  mostly  in  the  w. 
part  of  the  Region.  They  establish  themselves 
in  small  towns  and  spread  from  these  often 
widely  separated  outposts.  A large  group  has 
established  itself  in  Garden  City,  KS  (TS), 
with  reports  from  nine  other  Kansas  locations 
(fide  LM).  Nebraska  continues  to  add  loca- 
tions, three  this  spring:  Scotts  Bluff  4 Apr 
(RSg),  Dawson  11  May  (TJW),  and  Boone  23 
Apr-r  (D&CN).  An  Inca  Dove  wintering  at 
Sarpy,  NE  was  last  reported  19  Mar  (CNK); 
others  still  on  the  edge  of  this  species’  ex- 
panding range  were  noted  in  Alfalfa,  OK  29 
Mar  (AW)  and  Sedgwick,  KS  29  May  (PJ). 
While  a Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  made  a record- 
early  arrival  in  Otoe,  NE  16  Apr  (LB),  the 
species  made  a generally  late  and  weak  show- 
ing in  numbers  this  season.  Black-billed 
Cuckoos,  still  hard  to  come  by,  were  found  in 
Butler,  NE  20  May  (LE)  and  Otoe,  NE  21  May 
(L63:CF),  and  in  Otoe  31  May  (5  birds; 
L&CF).  Greater  Roadrunners  participating  in 
the  northward  march  were  in  Rush,  KS  4 Apr 
(DW,  BHa)  and  Pawnee,  KS  25  Apr  (GE). 

The  report  of  a calling  Flammulated  Owl 
at  Valentine  N.W.R.  headquarters.  Cherry,  NE 
24  May  (TH)  would  make  a remarkable 
record,  one  of  few  for  the  Region.  Only  the 
2nd  for  Kansas  was  a Broad-billed  Humming- 
bird photographed  26  Apr  in  Johnson  (p.a., 


This  Harris's  Hawk  in  Cherokee  County,  eastern  Oklahoma 
in  early  March  represented  a genuine  vagrant  so  far  north 
and  east  of  typical  range.  Photograph  by  Jeri  McMahon. 


CH).  Two  Selasphorus,  exceptional  in  spring, 
were  a Broad-tailed  and  Rufous  in  Finney,  KS 
26  Apr  (T&SS).  Both  Archilochus  made  early 
appearances — Black-chinned  by  30  Mar  in 
Comanche,  OK  (K&SM)  and  Ruby-throated 
by  31  Mar  in  McCurtain,  OK  (DA).  Black- 
chinned  numbers  have  increased  substantial- 
ly in  sw.  Oklahoma;  a banding  study  showed 
it  to  be  abundant  in  Grady  and  Comanche, 
where  Ruby-throateds  were  common  and 
rare,  respectively  (N&GB).  More  interesting- 
ly, a few  apparent  hybrids  were  captured  in 
both  of  these  counties  (N&GB).  Adding  an- 
other data  point  for  Red-naped  Sapsucker  was 
one  in  Morton,  KS  26  Apr  (BP,  MP).  An  ex- 


This  Mottled  Duck  was  carefully  scrutinized  for  signs  of 
hybrid  derivation  23  May  2006  at  Red  Slough  Wildlife 
Management  Area,  McCurtain  County,  Oklahoma. 

Photograph  by  Matt  White. 

tralimital  Ladder-backed  Woodpecker  was  lo- 
cated in  Grant,  KS  11-22  Mar  (KH). 

A Hammond’s  Flycatcher  photographed 
at  Crescent  L.  13  May  (KD,  AK)  provided  Ne- 
braska’s 4th  spring  record.  The  only  Cordiller- 
an  Flycatcher  noted  was  in  Cherry,  NE  20 
May  (TH).  The  Black  Phoebe  that  wintered  in 
McCurtain,  OK  remained  through  25  Mar 
(BH,  m.ob.).  An  easterly  Say’s  Phoebe  was  in 
Linn,  KS  1 Apr  (MM,  GP,  JS).  Vermilion  Fly- 
catchers bred  again  at  their  outpost  in  Cimar- 
ron, OK,  where  4-5  were  seen  22  May  (BP,  MP, 
BH);  a pair  in  Morton  provided  the  first  ob- 
served nesting  effort  for  Kansas  8-26  Apr 
(KH,  JRa),  but  the  birds  were  gone  by  6 May 


(ph.  M&EC,  m.ob.).  This,  or  another  pair, 
was  noted  at  a different  Morton  locality  2 May 
(KH,  SG).  Early  for  Oklahoma  were  single 
Western  Kingbirds  in  Payne  8 Apr  (TO)  and 
Pottawatomie  11  Apr  (DWn).  An  excellent  tal- 
ly for  Eastern  Kingbird  was  the  287  at  sod 
farms  in  Tulsa  and  Wagoner,  OK  6 May  QWA). 

Numerous  passerines  made  early  arrivals 
this  season.  Among  them  were  single  White- 
eyed Vireos  at  Red  Slough  16  & 30  Mar  (DA) 
and  a Yellow-throated  Vireo  in  McCurtain,  OK 
25  Mar  (DA,  MW).  A major  easterly  surprise 
was  a well-documented  Plumbeous  Vireo  in 
Tulsa,  OK  27  Apr  (PS,  JL).  A Steller’s  Jay  in 
Grant,  KS  1 Apr  (KH)  was  unexpected;  this 
species  is  a casual  winter  visitor  to  the  w.  edge 
of  the  Region.  Fish  Crows  are  gradually  ex- 
panding their  range  in  se.  Kansas,  with  re- 
ports this  season  n.  to  Linn  8 Apr  (AM,  TSw) 
and  w.  to  Sedgwick  6 & 14  Apr  (PJ,  TH,  LH). 
While  Chihuahuan  Ravens  are  routine  in 
Morton,  KS,  most  unexpected  was  a pair  of 
Common  Ravens  at  the  Point  of  Rocks  area  4 
Apr-11  May  (MRo,  AN,  KG,  TC). 

Purple  Martins  arrived  in  McCurtain,  OK 
by  16  Feb  (fide  BH).  Tree  Swallows  were  n.  to 
Douglas,  KS  by  1 Mar  (GPa).  All  three  states 
in  the  Region  had  very  early  Northern  Rough- 
winged Swallows:  4 Mar  in  McCurtain,  OK 
(DA),  13  Mar  in  Douglas,  KS  (BA),  and  2 Apr 
in  Cass,  NE  (TJW).  A Barn  Swallow  22  Mar  in 
Lancaster,  NE  (LE)  was  also  quite  early.  Un- 
expectedly far  n.  and  w.  was  a singing  Tufted 
Titmouse  in  Cherry,  NE  25  May  (CSp,  TH). 
Very  early  was  a Rock  Wren  in  Dundy,  NE  5 
Apr  (TJW),  and  another  was  well  e.  of  normal 
in  Pushmataha,  OK  14  Mar  (C&BG).  A Ruby- 
crowned  Kinglet  wintering  in  Scotts  Bluff,  NE 
remained  until  15  Mar  (P&DD).  Record  early 
was  a Swainson’s  Thrush  in  Sarpy,  NE  18  Apr 
(EBd).  The  40+  Hermit  Thrushes  in  a Morton, 
KS  shelterbelt  22  Apr  would  have  been  a 
sight;  associating  with  them  was  a male  Var- 
ied Thrush  (SS,  DKa).  Extralimital  Curve- 
billed Thrashers  included  one  in  Scott,  KS  16 
Mar  (fide  TS)  and  another  in  Custer,  OK  9 
Mar  (BL).  Three  American  Pipits  in  Clay,  NE 
10  Mar  (PD)  were  very  early,  while  one  in  Tul- 
sa, OK  13  May  QC  et  al.)  and  2 in  Dixon,  NE 
20  May  QJ)  were  rather  late.  A Sprague’s  Pip- 
it in  Pawnee  21  Mar  (SS)  was  record  early  for 
Kansas. 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Blue-winged  Warbler  appeared  far  w.  in 
Morton,  KS  6 May  (MT,  CH,  SP,  MRo),  with 
another,  still  exceptional,  in  Sedgwick,  KS  7 
May  (PG).  Among  the  seasonal  handful  of 
Golden-winged  Warblers  were  2 in  Richard- 
son, NE  14  May  (SJD,  WRS)  and  singles  in 
Douglas  9 May  (EW),  at  Red  Slough  25  Apr 
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(DA),  and  in  Johnson,  KS  10  May  (JS).  More 
Tennessee  Warblers  pushed  westward,  with  6 
in  Cherry,  NE  20  May  (TH)  and  7 at  Mc- 
Conaughy  13  May  (SJD).  Northern  Parulas 
numbered  15+  out  w.  in  Kay,  OK  9 6l  13  Apr 
(C&DO,  GL);  another  was  well  w.  of  normal 
21  Apr  (K&SM)  in  Comanche,  OK,  where  a 
Magnolia  Warbler  was  noted  12  May  QAG, 
SH).  The  only  Cape  May  Warbler  reported 
was  in  Washington,  NE  21  May  OJo)-  A Re- 
gional rarity  was  a Black-throated  Gray  War- 
bler in  Morton,  KS  26  Apr  (BP,  MP).  Only  a 
few  Blackburnian  Warblers  were  reported,  2 
each  for  Nebraska  (fide  WRS)  and  Oklahoma 
(fide  JAG),  one  being  quite  westerly  at  Cres- 
cent L.  15  May  (SJD).  Yellow-throated  War- 
blers also  arrived  earlier  than  usual,  with  2 at 
Red  Slough  13  Mar  (DA),  6 in  Cherokee  and 
Labette,  KS  31  Mar  QS,  GP),  and  4 in  Sarpy, 
NE  by  8 Apr  (RS).  Palm  Warbler,  a rare  mi- 
grant, was  reported  19  Apr-10  May  in  Okla- 
homa and  27  Apr-21  May  in  Nebraska,  in- 
cluding one  w.  to  Cherry  20  May  (TH).  This 
was  “a  great  spring”  for  Blackpoll  Warblers  in 
w.  Nebraska,  with  37  counted  in  the  Panhan- 
dle 15-16  May  (SJD).  Black-and-white  War- 
blers popped  up  very  early  in  Cleveland  (DK) 
and  McClain,  OK  (P&BM)  11  Mar.  Prothono- 
tary  Warblers  also  showed  up  early,  with  one 
in  Delaware,  OK  29  Mar  (VH);  one  at  Mc- 
Conaughy  27  May  (DF)  was  well  w.  of  usual. 
A Worm-eating  Warbler  in  Morton,  KS  6 May 
(MT,  CH,  SP  MRo)  wandered  w.  of  the  ex- 
pected range.  Occurring  in  the  Region  only  in 
McCurtain,  OK,  as  many  as  8 Swainson’s  War- 
blers were  on  territory  at  Little  River  N.W.R. 
7-14  Apr  (MRe).  Two  Ovenbirds  in  Richard- 
son, NE  23  Apr  (WRS)  were  very  early.  Record 
early  were  Louisiana  Waterthrushes  in  LeFlo- 
re,  OK  15  Mar  QAG  et  al.)  and  Cass,  NE  29 
Mar  (RW).  Also  pushing  the  season  were 
Hooded  Warblers  31  Mar  in  McCurtain,  OK 
(BH)  and  8 Apr  in  Sarpy,  NE  (EM,  CNK), 
with  westerly  birds  at  Crescent  L.  15  May 
(SJD)  and  Coffey,  KS  8 May  (TMa). 

The  Region’s  2nd  Hepatic  Tanager  was  in 
a shelter  belt  in  Morton,  KS  21  Apr  (PJ).  An 
easterly  Western  Tanager  was  in  Cowley,  KS 
14  May  (TH,  LH).  An  Eastern  Towhee  was  a 
rare  find  as  far  w.  as  Custer,  OK  9 Mar  (BL).  A 
Brewer’s  Sparrow  as  far  e.  as  McConaughy  24 
Apr  QGJ)  was  unusual,  as  were  2 in  Morton, 
KS  5-7  May  (MT,  CH,  SP,  MRo),  Lark  Spar- 
rows that  appeared  at  two  locations  in  Mc- 
Clain, OK  12  Mar  (P&BM,  LMa)  were  very 
early.  Two  male  Lark  Buntings  were  unex- 
pected as  far  ne.  as  Dixon,  NE  25  May  (JJ).  A 
singing  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow  at 
Valentine  N.W.R.,  Cheny,  NE  29  May  (TH) 
was  the  westernmost  spring  record  and  added 
to  our  limited  understanding  of  the  species’ 


spring  migration  in  the  Region.  Six  single  Fox 
Sparrows  arrived  across  Nebraska  4-5  Mar 
(SJD,  LE,  NE),  rather  early.  Probably  winter- 
ing were  Lincoln’s  Sparrows  in  Omaha  28 
Feb-2  Mar  (PS)  and  Kearney,  NE  3 Mar  (NE); 
quite  late  were  2-3  in  Comanche,  OK  30  May 
(VF).  A Smith’s  Longspur  in  Pawnee,  KS  21 
Mar  (SS)  was  a tardy  and  westerly  surprise. 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  occur  in  the  w. 
parts  of  the  Region  with  some  regularity  in 
spring;  singles  were  as  far  w.  as  Valentine 
N.W.R.,  Cherry,  NE  21  May  (TH)  and  Lincoln, 
NE  15  May  (TJW).  Lazuli  Buntings  are  be- 
coming rather  regular  in  the  e.  parts  of  the  Re- 
gion in  recent  years;  15  were  reported  in  the 
e.  third  this  spring,  including  rather  early 
sightings  in  Washington,  OK  18  Apr  (DR)  and 


This  cooperative  Harlequin  Duck,  the  fourth  for  Nebraska, 
delighted  many  through  7 May  (here  4 March)  2006 
above  Gavin's  Point  Dam,  Cedar  County,  Nebraska. 


Photograph  Paul  Roisetr. 

Buffalo,  NE  26  Apr  (EH).  The  10th  Nebraska 
record  of  Painted  Bunting  was  a second-year 
male  in  Phelps  2 May  (RG,  EV);  others  farther 
n.  and  w.  than  usual  were  in  Russell,  KS  18-27 
May  (MR)  and  Stafford,  KS  18  May  (DV,  'WC, 
BB).  Bobolinks  made  a real  show  in  the  Re- 
gion this  spring,  but  in  a narrow  window  (2- 
12  May);  an  estimated  2000-3000  were  in 
Surrrner,  KS  12  May,  with  only  a few  still  pres- 
ent two  days  later  (NS,  KG,  GY,  TH,  LH).  A 
Bronzed  Cowbird  at  Hackberry  Flat  6 Mar 
(KM)  was  the  Region’s  2nd  acceptably  docu- 
mented. Perhaps  the  rarest  bird  of  the  season 
was  a second-year  male  Brambling  in  Buffalo, 
NE  8 Apr  (KS);  if  acceptably  documented,  it 
is  the  2nd  for  Nebraska.  Pine  Siskins  with  a 
dependent  fledgling  in  Finney,  KS  10  May 
(T&SS)  had  probably  nested  locally;  a nest 
with  2 young  was  found  in  Cheyenne,  NE  14 
May  (AS).  A Lesser  Goldfinch  was  in  Co- 
rrrarrche,  OK  19  May  (VF),  and  2 were  located 
in  Finney,  KS  26  Apr+  (T&SS). 
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The  entire  spring  was  exceedingly  dry 
in  the  western  half  of  the  state.  A num- 
ber of  Trans-Pecos  locations,  including 
Alpine,  Ft.  Davis,  and  El  Paso,  had  an  inch  of 
precipitation  or  less  between  November  2005 
and  May  2006.  Effects  of  these 
conditions  on  birds  were  not  im- 
mediately apparent  but  are  ex- 
pected to  result  in  diminished 
breeding  success  for  the  summer 
season.  Farther  east,  precipita- 
tion finally  relieved  dry  condi- 
tions in  May.  Up  to  15-25  cm  of 
rain  fell  over  much  of  South 
Texas  during  the  month  of  May, 
while  a deluge  of  51  cm  fell  on 
portions  of  Kleberg  County  29- 
30  May. 

Migration  in  the  west  was  gen- 
erally lackluster,  as  the  dry  and 
clear  conditions  were  often  favor- 
able for  migrants.  Numbers  of 
common  migrants,  e.g.,  Wilson’s 
Warbler,  were  still  moving 
through  in  good  numbers  at  the 
end  of  the  period.  The  severe 
drought  may  have  resulted  in 
many  western  birds  moving  east- 
ward, including  a notable  in- 
crease in  Cassin’s  Sparrows  east  of  the  Bal- 
cones  Escarpment.  The  late  fronts  that  pro- 
duced heavy  rains  along  the  coast  in  late  April 
and  May  grounded  large  numbers  of  migrants 
for  brief  periods. 

The  highlight  of  the  spring  was  a well-doc- 
umented Pacific  Golden-Plover  near  Edna, 
Jackson  County  in  mid-April.  Although  this 
sighting  clearly  overshadowed  other  rarities 
of  the  season,  the  second  coastal  record  of  Yel- 
low-billed Loon  at  Corpus  Christi  and  the 
second  documented  record  of  Short-tailed 
Hawk  from  the  Trans-Pecos  were  also  excep- 


tional. Yet  another  appearance  of  a Slate- 
throated  Redstart  in  Big  Bend’s  Chisos  Moun- 
tains in  early  May  suggested  that  species  may 
be  a more  regular  spring  overshoot  than  pre- 
viously appreciated. 

WATEiFOWL  THROUGH 
FRfGATEBIRDS 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  were  noted  as 
numerous  in  e.  Texas,  with  reports  from  Mor- 
ris, Henderson,  and  Angelina.  Very  unusual  in 
w.  Texas,  4 Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  were  a 
great  find  at  Imperial  Res.,  Pecos  10  May  (ph. 
BFi,  CG).  A Greater  Scaup  near  Freeport,  Bra- 
zoria 29-30  Apr  was  late  (CTL,  RW).  Surf 
Scoters  were  reported  in  low  numbers  along 
the  U.T.C.  Notable  by  their  absence  were 
White-winged  and  Black  Scoters.  Single 
Long-tailed  Ducks  were  at  McFaddin  N.W.R., 
Jefferson  1 Mar  (AMa)  and  at  the  Texas  City 
Dike,  Galveston  17  Mar  (SL).  A late  Common 
Goldeneye  put  in  an  appearance  at  Hornsby 
Bend,  Travis  30  Apr  (EC).  Also  late  were  2 
Hooded  Mergansers  at  Gene  Howe  W.M.A., 


Hemphill  20  May  (BRo). 

Reports  of  Pacific  Loon  included  2 at  L. 
Buchanan,  Llano  11-17  Mar  (TFe)  and  one  at 
Lometa  Res.,  Lampasas  22  Mar  (BFr).  A first 
for  the  Coastal  Bend,  a Yellow-billed  Loon 
had  a short  stay  in  the  Laguna  Madre,  Corpus 
Christi,  Nueces  25-27  Mar  (tMR,  SCo  et  al). 
Least  Grebes  continued  their  good  showings 
from  the  winter  in  both  the  Austin  area  and 
on  the  U.T.C. , though  a single  bird  in  Temple, 
Bell  5 May  furnished  a first  county  record 
(J&ES,/i£le  RPi).  Another  Least  Grebe  was  at 
Rio  Grande  Village,  Big  Bend,  Brewster  27 


Apr-4  May  (GB,  m.ob.).  A Red-billed  Trop- 
icbird  was  seen  regularly  from  fishing  boats 
offshore  from  South  Padre  1.,  Cameron  early 
May+  (fide  ScC,  ph.  PM).  Unusual  for  late 
winter  was  a Masked  Booby  off  the  jetties  near 
Packery  Channel,  Nueces  3 Mar  (BFr).  Not 
usually  seen  far  from  the  coast  during  the 
spring,  L.  Travis,  Travis  hosted  2 Brown  Peli- 
cans 5 Mar  (TG);  one  was  at  Buffalo  Springs 
L.,  Lubbock  23  Apr  (CSt).  Magnificent 
Frigatebirds  arrived  on  the  coast  exceptional- 
ly early,  with  individuals  noted  at  six  loca- 
tions between  Aransas  and  Galveston  11-15 
Mar  (m.ob.). 

HERONS  THROUGH  RAPTORS 

Quite  unexpected  was  a Little  Blue  Heron 
near  Marfa,  Presidio  26  Apr  (ML).  A few  Tri- 
colored Herons  were  well  inland,  with  up  to  4 
at  Richland  W.M.A.,  Freestone  30  Mar-11  Apr 
(PBa),  one  in  Temple,  Bell  21-24  Apr  (RPi), 
and  another  at  Hornsby  Bend,  Travis  8 Apr+ 
(m.ob.).  Richland  Creek  W.M.A, 
Freestone/Navarro  hosted  an  unprecedented 
count  of  500-1-  White  Ibis  10  & 
12  May  (PBa,  MD,  CSh,  HH).  In- 
land Glossy  Ibis  included  one  on 
L.  Kirby,  Taylor  3 May  (LBl)  and 
one  in  Waco,  McLennan  29  Apr-7 
May  FB).  Unusual  away 

from  the  coast  in  the  spring  was  a 
Roseate  Spoonbill  at  L.  Liv- 
ingston, San  Jacinto  12  May 
(GR).  Three  Black  Vultures  ac- 
companied a large  flock  of 
Turkey  Vultures  over  Lubbock, 
Lubbock  9 Apr  (AHe,  AvH),  rep- 
resenting the  first  multiple-bird 
sighting  of  this  species  on  the 
high  plains.  The  Greater  Flamin- 
go first  discovered  in  Sep  2005 
lingered  in  Aransas  until  at  least 
30  Apr  (m.ob.);  it  was  observed 
frequently  from  the  tour  boats 
that  seek  Whooping  Cranes. 

V7hite-tailed  Kites  continued 
to  show  signs  of  range  expansion 
throughout  the  state.  The  first  2 
White-tailed  Kites  for  Angelina  were  recorded 
this  spring,  with  single  birds  near  the  Angeli- 
na County  airport  30  Mar  and  21  Apr  (NB, 
JWi).  Other  reports  included  one  near  Way- 
side,  Armstrong  28  Apr  (ph.  RM),  a first  Pan- 
handle record;  a pair  near  Girard,  Kent  25 
Feb-5  Mar  QWy  AHe);  one  14  km  n.  of  Sier- 
ra Blanca,  Hudspeth  11  Mar  (CBr);  and  up  to 
3 in  the  high  Davis  Mts.,  Jeff  Davis  27  Mar-i- 
QaP,  m.ob.).  Out-of-range  Harris’s  Hawks 
were  at  Ft.  Davis,  Jeff  Davis  24  Mar  (ML)  and 
Hornsby  Bend,  Travis  20  Apr  (BLy).  Providing 
only  the  2nd  record  for  the  Trans-Pecos,  a 


Least  Grebes  are  expanding  their  range  up  the  Texas  coast,  and  recently  there  have  been  a few 
documented  nesting  attempts  on  the  Upper  Coast.  In  spring  2806,  a pair  nested  unsuccessfully 
at  Pearland,  Brazoria  County  (here  22  April).  Pketegraph  by  Michael  Lindsey. 
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Short-tailed  Hawk  was  on  the  Davis  Moun- 
tains Preserve,  Jeff  Davis  23  Apr-5  May  (tML, 
KB).  More  expected  was  a well-studied  Short- 
tailed Hawk  at  Santa  Margarita  Ranch,  Stan 
25  Apr  (tBG,  BLy),  and  a pair  was  seen  in  dis- 
play flight  at  Bentsen,  Hidalgo  30  Apr  (tMl  et 
al.).  Extralimital  White-tailed  Hawks  includ- 
ed one  along  the  Brazos  R.,  Washington  28 
Mar  (DVo)  and  another  at  Granger  L., 
Williamson  23  Apr  (TFe).  There  were  several 
of  Zone-tailed  Hawk  sightings  in  cen.  Texas, 
with  the  easternmost  being  one  in  Salado,  Bell 
1 Mar  (RPi).  A Prairie  Falcon  on  the  Katy 
prairie,  Harris  6 Mar  was  one  of  very 
few  recent  area  records  (MLi). 

RAILS  THROUGH  TERNS 

One  of  very  few  documented  records 
for  the  Trans-Pecos,  a Purple 
Gallinule  lingered  on  a pond  in 
Musquiz  Canyon,  Jejfjf  Davis  6-20  May 
(RT,  ph.  MF).  Purple  Gallinules  were 
also  noted  in  cen.  Texas,  with  five  dif- 
ferent reports,  the  earliest  being  from 
23  Apr  (fide  FC).  A Pacific  Golden- 
Plover  was  well  studied  in  flooded 
rice  fields  near  Fdna,  Jackson  12-13 
Apr  (p.a.;  ph.,  tMR,  SCo,  RW,  MCo); 
this  exceptional  sighting  provided  a 
first  record  for  Texas.  Rare  for  ne. 

Texas  were  2 Snowy  Plovers  at  F. 
Tawakoni,  Rains  23  Apr  (RR,  RKi). 
Migrating  Piping  Plovers  were  detect- 
ed inland  at  Pflugerville,  Travis  21  Apr 
(TFe),  Cactus  Playa,  Moore  22  Apr  (BP),  in 
Waco,  McLennan  29  Apr  (FB,  JMu,  FH,  KHa), 
and  on  Kirby  L.,  Taylor  6 May  (FBI).  Up  to  16 
Mountain  Plovers  near  Pantex,  Carson  21-23 
Mar  Qk.  DWa)  made  a county  first.  Fight 
Whimbrels  were  at  Greenbelt  Res.,  Donley  14 
May  for  an  unusually  high  inland  count  and  a 
rare  Panhandle  record  (ph.  BP).  Fight  Hud- 
sonian  Godwits  were  at  a wastewater  treat- 
ment pond  in  se.  Jones  13  May  QaP  LP).  A 
Ruddy  Turnstone  on  F.  Buchanan,  Llano  4 
May  provided  a 2nd  record  for  the  Fdwards 
Plateau  (TFe).  A Surfbird  was  on  Bolivar 
Flats,  Galveston  12-15  Mar  (tTB,  MA),  the 
9th  record  for  the  state.  Much  rarer  in  the  w. 
half  of  the  state,  up  to  4 White-rumped  Sand- 
pipers were  noted  at  Balmorhea  L.,  Reeves  27 
May-2  Jun  (MR,  SCo,  ML).  A Dunlin  was  at 
Cactus  Playa,  Moore  11  Apr  (BP) — one  of 
fewer  than  a dozen  records  for  the  Panhandle. 
A rice  field  in  Waller  held  an  estimated  1000+ 
Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  21  Mar  (KeH),  rep- 
resenting a significant  percentage  of  the 
known  population  of  this  species.  A Red- 
necked Phalarope  put  in  an  appearance  at  L. 
Kirby,  Taylor  17  May  (FBI). 

A Laughing  Gull  near  Utopia,  Uvalde  20 


Apr  (MH)  provided  a rare  Hill  Country 
record.  An  early  Franklin’s  Gull  was  in  Tem- 
ple, Bell  4 Mar  (RPi);  280  were  seen  flying 
northward  over  San  Bernard  N.W.R.,  Brazoria 
30  Apr,  probably  displaced  eastward  by  a late- 
season  cold  front  (RW);  and  200  at  a Houston 
landfill,  Harris  18  May  was  a noteworthy  tal- 
ly (MR).  An  ad.  Little  Gull  was  present  at 
White  Rock  L,  Dallas  6-17  Mar  (CRu,  ph. 
BG).  A late  Bonaparte’s  Gull  was  at  Granger 
L.,  Williamson  on  23  Apr  (TFe),  while  one  at 
Big  Bend’s  Santa  Elena  Canyon  1 Mar  (MF) 
was  a first  for  the  park,  and  one  at  McNary 


Res.,  Hudspeth  29  May-9  Jun  QPa)  was  no- 
tably late  and  provided  a very  rare  summer- 
period  record  for  the  state.  California  Gulls 
were  found  at  Buchanan  Dam,  Burnet  17  Mar 
(TFe)  and  White  River  L.,  Crosby  13  May 
(BBe).  A first-winter  Thayer’s  Gull  was  at  L. 
Texoma,  Grayson  6-17  Mar  (BG  et  al.).  Lin- 
gering Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  on  the 
U.T.C.  included  singles  at  Quintana,  Brazoria 
6 May  (CTL)  and  Bolivar  Flats,  Galveston  26 
May  QSt).  Glaucous  Gulls  were  noted  at  the 
Bolivar  Ferry  landing,  Galveston  17-19  Mar 
(WB)  and  at  Elliott  Landfill  in  Corpus 
Christi,  Nueces  25  Mar  (MR).  An  ad.  Great 
Black-backed  Gull  was  at  Bolivar  Flats,  Galve- 
ston 14  Mar  (ph.,  tSG),  while  the  previously 
reported  first-winter  bird  at  San  Luis  Pass, 
Galveston  lingered  until  4 Mar  QSt).  A Com- 
mon Tern  made  a brief  stop  at  Braunig  L.  in 
San  Antonio,  Bexar  7 May  (MR).  Very  early 
for  the  Panhandle  was  a Forster’s  Tern  at  L. 
Marvin,  Hemphill  5 Mar  (LSa). 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

A Common  Ground-Dove  in  Palo  Pinto  16 
Mar  (PBi,  BG)  was  rare  for  the  Region.  Details 
of  a pair  of  Ruddy  Ground-Doves  at  Uvalde, 


Uvalde  5 May  (MH)  will  be  reviewed  by  the 
T.B.R.C.;  another  pair  was  reported  at  Boquil- 
las  Canyon,  Brewster  31  May  (tChS).  A Man- 
grove Cuckoo  was  at  Weslaco,  Hidalgo  19-30 
May  (tYA,  JPi  et  al.),  providing  just  the  10th 
record  for  the  state.  A rare  migrant  for  the 
South  Plains,  a Black-billed  Cuckoo  was  at 
Muleshoe  N.W.R.,  Bailey  6 May  (BBe).  The 
substantial  number  of  wintering  Burrowing 
Owls  in  the  Blackland  Prairies  continued 
through  Mar,  with  sightings  of  up  to  6 in  Bell 
and  Williamson  (TFe,  BSt,  RPi),  while  one 
was  reported  in  w.  Temple,  Bell  on  the  bizarre 
date  of  16  May  (SSn).  A late  Long- 
eared Owl  was  in  Lubbock,  Lubbock  9 
May  (BBe).  An  inexplicably  early 
Common  Nighthawk  was  seen  at 
Mansfield  Dam,  Travis  6 Mar  (TG). 

A Green  Violet-ear  was  present  in 
Spicewood,  Travis  5-11  May  (tLSc, 
EC).  One  in  the  Davis  Mts.,  Jejfjf  Davis 
16  May+  (tM&ME)  was  only  the  2nd 
for  the  Trans-Pecos;  the  previous 
record  comes  from  the  same  yard! 
Four  Broad-billed  Hummingbirds 
were  seen  in  the  state  this  spring:  a fe- 
male in  the  Davis  Mountains  Resort, 
Jeff  Davis  25-30  Mar  (M&ME)  and 
single  males  at  L.  Brownwood  S.P., 
Brown  on  8-9  Apr  (LBr),  in  the  Christ- 
mas Mts.,  Brewster  9 May+  (COJ  et 
al),  and  at  Midland,  Midland  26  May 
(C&NH).  A male  White-eared  Hum- 
mingbird appeared  in  the  Davis 
Mountains  Resort,  Jeff  Davis  12  Apr+  (tML), 
for  the  earliest  arrival  date  ever  for  Texas,  and 
a female  appeared  nearby  28  May+ 
(tM&ME).  A Buff-bellied  Hummingbird  took 
up  residence  along  Avenue  A in  San  Antonio 
25  May+  (DE).  A Lucifer  Hummingbird  along 
the  Pecos  R.  in  n.  Terrell  1 May  (ph.  BSa)  was 
well  e.  of  known  locations  in  the  state.  Signif- 
icant for  the  w.  side  of  the  state  in  spring  were 
single  Ruby-throated  Hummingbirds  at  Pan- 
ther Junction,  Big  Bend  N.P.  28  Apr  (R&AD), 
Lubbock,  Lubbock  28  Apr  (CB),  and  Alpine, 
Brewster  18  May  (ML).  More  interesting  were 
single  gravid  female  Ruby-throated  Hum- 
mingbirds captured  in  Real  and  Bandera  6 
May  (BO);  this  species  is  not  known  to  nest  in 
the  Hill  Country.  Adding  to  the  mystery  were 
a male  and  an  apparent  female  present 
through  the  spring  near  Utopia,  Uvalde  (MH). 
Extreme  drought  conditions  were  apparently 
responsible  for  the  unprecedented  numbers 
of  Rufous  Hummingbirds  utilizing  feeders  in 
numerous  sites  in  El  Paso  through  the  season. 
A Lewis’s  Woodpecker  was  reported  in  San 
Antonio,  Bexar  16  Apr  (CF).  In  the  Trans- 
Pecos,  the  Lewis’s  from  the  winter  season  at 
Guadalupe  Mountains  N.P  lingered  through 


In  recent  years,  White-tailed  Kites  have  been  documented  in  many  unexpected 
locations  across  Texas.  This  individual  near  Wayside,  Armstrong  County  was  found 
on  28  April  2006  and  represents  the  first  to  be  documented  in  the  Panhandle. 
Photograph  by  Ray  Matlack. 
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most  of  May  (fide  JWo),  while  another  was  in 
the  Davis  Mts.  16  Apr  (ML).  A Golden-front- 
ed Woodpecker  in  extreme  n.  Presidio  near 
Valentine  22-23  Mar  (C&JM)  was  well  away 
from  areas  of  regular  occurrence.  A courting 
pair  of  Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  at  L.  Tangle- 
wood,  Randall  5 Mar  (TJ)  was  far  w.  of  this 
species  usual  haunts  in  the  Panhandle.  A 
Downy  Woodpecker  was  reported  from  Mid- 
land 25  Mar  (m.ob.).  Of  note  was  a Hairy 
Woodpecker  at  Abilene,  Taylor  19  Apr  (LBl). 
Two  Northern  Flickers  seen  on  the  Katy 
Prairie,  Harris  5 May  were  interesting,  as  this 
species  is  a rare  nester  on  the  U.T.C.  (SG). 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  SWALLOWS 

An  Acadian  Flycatcher  at  Arapaho  Park,  Dal- 
las 29  Apr  (RR,  GC)  was  considered  a rare  mi- 
grant away  from  the  species’  nesting  range 
farther  east.  A Cordilleran  Flycatcher  in 
Kenedy  16  May  (BFr)  represented  an  excep- 
tional spring  record  for  South  Texas.  Once 
again.  Buff-breasted  Flycatchers  were  found 
in  small  numbers  this  spring  in  the  Davis 
Mountains  Preserve,  Jeff  Davis  16  Apr+  (tML, 
KB  et  al.).  A Black  Phoebe  at  Crossbar  Ranch, 
Potter  10  Mar  (RM)  was  rare  for  the  Panhan- 
dle in  early  spring.  A pair  of  Eastern  Phoebes 
was  found  nesting  in  Bastrop  26  Apr  (BFr). 
Rare  in  East  Texas  was  a male  Vermilion  Fly- 
catcher in  Nacogdoches  8 Mar  (D&JG).  Two 
Dusky-capped  Flycatchers  present  since  Dec 
along  Cannon  Rd.,  Hidalgo  were  still  present 
6 Mar  (tTFu).  In  the  Davis  Mts.,  three  pairs 
were  located  13  May+  in  areas  where  they 
have  been  present  the  past  two  years  (tML, 
ME),  and  another  was  seen  near  Mt.  Liver- 
more 28  May  (SCo,  MR).  A Great  Crested  Fly- 
catcher at  Houston,  Harris  11  Mar  QK)  was 
the  2nd  earliest  for  the  U.T.C.  Wandering 
Great  Kiskadees  were  observed  in  Guadalupe 
2 Apr  (SSc),  in  Coryell  29  May  (SSu),  near 
Waco,  McLennan  20-22  Apr  (KA),  and  in 
Shelby  8 May  (D&TP),  the  latter  being  only 
the  2nd  for  the  entire  Pineywoods  region.  A 
Piratic  Flycatcher  was  found  and  heard  call- 
ing at  Bentsen  S.E,  Hidalgo  20-28  Mar  (tDDa 
et  al.);  it  represents  the  3rd  Texas  record.  A 
flycatcher  photographed  29  May  at  Houston’s 
Bear  Creek  Park,  Harris  was  thought  to  be  ei- 
ther a Piratic  or  Variegated  Flycatcher  (DDi, 
ph.  MQ),  though  a firm  identification  may 
not  be  possible.  A Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher 
spent  18-22  Apr  at  Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson 
(ph.  WW  et  al.),  while  another  was  at  South 
Padre  L,  Cameron  13  May  (ph.  W&GC  et  al.). 
A Tropical  Kingbird  at  Rio  Grande  Village, 
Brewster  27  Apr  was  noteworthy  away  from 
the  traditional  nesting  site  at  Cottonwood 
Campground  QD).  A Thick-billed  Kingbird 
was  reported  from  Big  Bend’s  Dugout  Wells  27 


May  (tHW).  Far  more  than  usual  for  the 
Pineywoods  were  six  reports  of  Western 
Kingbirds  this  spring  (MHW  et  al.).  A great 
find  was  a Gray  Kingbird  at  McFaddin 
N.W.R.,  Jefferson  29  Apr  (SM,  ph.  JHa);  it  is 
only  the  5th  to  be  documented  in  the  state.  A 
lone  female  Rose-throated  Becard  was  found 
nest-building  at  Santa  Ana  N.W.R.,  Hidalgo  20 
May+  (m.ob.). 

A Northern  Shrike  was  in  Hemphill  5 Mar 
(LSa).  A nesting  pair  of  Bell’s  Vireos  found  in 
the  Turkey  Creek  drainage.  Motley  13  May 
(AHe)  provided  a rare  breeding  record  for  the 


Short-tailed  Hawk  was  first  documented  in  Texas  in  1988, 
but  there  are  now  nearly  30  state  records.  This  light-morph 
adult  in  the  Davis  Mountains  from  23  April  (here)  through 
5 May  2006  provided  the  second  record  for  the  Trans-Pecos. 

Photograph  by  Mark  W.  Lockwood. 

South  Plains.  A Black-capped  Vireo  was  re- 
ported from  a Calallen,  Nueces  yard  21  Apr 
(VS).  A Yellow-throated  Vireo  at  Rio  Grande 
Village  13  Apr  (W&EH)  was  rare.  The 
Plumbeous  Vireo  present  throughout  the  win- 
ter at  Rosehill  Cemetery  in  Corpus  Christi, 
Nueces  was  singing  1 Apr  (MCo),  and  anoth- 
er was  present  in  San  Antonio,  Bexar  6-9  May 
(AG  et  al).  A Hutton’s  Vireo  in  w.  El  Paso  7 
Mar  (BFi)  was  noteworthy.  At  least  5 Yellow- 
green  Vireos  were  found  this  spring,  mostly 
along  the  coast  from  Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson 
to  South  Padre  L,  Cameron.  It  was  a banner 
season  for  Black-whiskered  Vireos  along  the 
coast.  On  the  U.T.C.,  at  least  4 and  possibly 
more  were  involved  in  a series  of  sightings  9 
Apr-28  May  from  Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson, 
Sea  Rim  S.P.,  Jefferson,  and  Smith  Oaks  in 
High  L,  Galveston.  On  the  Lower  Texas  Coast, 
single  birds  were  seen  at  South  Padre  L, 
Cameron  23  Apr  (ScC,  ph.  PWe)  and  11-12 
May  (PWa,  ph.  ScC).  A Blue  Jay  was  seen  in 
the  Flour  Bluff  area  of  Corpus  Christi,  Nueces 
21  Apr  (BiS).  A Western  Scrub-Jay  near  Gor- 
don, Palo  Pinto  17  Mar  (BFr)  provided  a first 
record  for  the  Region.  At  least  three  pairs  of 
Tamaulipas  Crows  were  at  Brownsville  15 
Mar-i-  (MG,  BMc,  m.ob.).  A Fish  Crow  found 
on  the  e.  side  of  Houston,  Hands  18  May  (ph. 


MR)  was  w.  of  its  normal  range.  Five  Tree 
Swallows  were  exploring  snags  at  Greenbell 
L.,  Donley  14  May  (BP);  this  species  is  a very 
rare  breeder  in  the  Panhandle.  Early  swallows 
included  a Barn  Swallow  at  L.  Meredith, 
Moore  19  Mar  (BP)  and  a Bank  Swallow  at 
Brazos  Bend  S.E,  Fort  Bend  10  Mar  QSt). 

CREEPERS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

A lingering  Brown  Creeper  on  w.  Galveston  L, 
Galveston  9 Apr  QSt)  was  late  and  rare  for  the 
immediate  coast.  A House  Wren  at  Brazos 
Bend,  Fort  Bend  5 May  QBa)  and  a Golden- 
crowned  Kinglet  in  Houston,  Harris  31  Mar 
QSc)  were  late.  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  lin- 
gered well  into  spring  in  many  locations; 
among  the  most  noteworthy  was  one  on  w. 
Galveston  L,  Galveston  12-13  May  QSt). 
Marking  the  continuing  range  expansion  of 
Black-tailed  Gnatcatcher,  a pair  was  found 
nesting  at  Midland,  Midland  15  Apr  (MCr  et 
al.)  and  had  fledged  young  by  15  May  (RMS, 
SSC).  A Western  Bluebird  was  noted  at  Palo 
Duro  Canyon  S.E,  Randall  11  Mar  (BSu).  A 
Veery  and  a Gray-cheeked  Thrush  at  San 
Gabriel  W.M.A.  7 May  (TFe)  provided  rare 
Williamson  records.  Single  Hermit  Thrushes 
lingered  at  Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson  and  High 
I.,  Galveston  through  26  Apr  (CRi,  BBa).  The 
long-staying  Clay-colored  Robin  in  Lakejack- 
son,  Brazoria  was  noted  again  7 Apr  (TM); 
also  of  note  was  one  at  Corpus  Christi,  Nue- 
ces 17  Apr  (MCo).  The  Rufous-backed  Robin 
found  near  Utley,  Bastrop  in  the  winter  was 
last  seen  7 Apr  (BFr).  Following  the  banner 
winter  for  Varied  Thrush  in  the  state,  yet  an- 
other was  at  Big  Bend’s  Cottonwood  Camp- 
ground 14  Mar  (tADo).  A Long-billed 
Thrasher  was  banded  along  the  Pecos  R.  in  n. 
Terrell  6 May  (BSa),  well  up  the  drainage  from 
the  species’  known  range.  Two  Crissal 
Thrashers  in  Midland  13  Apr  (m.ob.)  were  in 
the  same  area  as  noted  in  the  winter.  Two 
Sprague’s  Pipits  in  Armstrong  22  Apr  QeM) 
provided  a rare  Panhandle  record.  Equally 
rare  in  the  Panhandle  were  a male  Phainope- 
pla  at  Clarendon,  Donley  24-25  Apr  (VM, 
MNR)  and  2 males  in  Potter  30  Apr  (RKa). 

An  Orange-crowned  Warbler  in  El  Paso,  El 
Paso  24  May  (BZ)  was  notably  late.  Tropical 
Parulas  made  news  in  many  areas  of  the  state. 
Extralimital  records  included  singles  at  Pan- 
ther Junction  in  Big  Bend  2 Mar  (R&AD)  and 
Brazos  Bend,  Fort  Bend  28  May  QSt  et  al.). 
More  expected  records,  indicating  the  contin- 
ued colonization  of  the  Edwards  Plateau,  in- 
cluded one  returning  to  Hamilton  Pool,  Travis 
9 Apr  (RiK),  a singing  male  near  Utopia, 
Uvalde  10  Apr-21  May  (MH)),  a singing  male 
near  Concan,  Uvalde  10  Apr  (MH),  and  2 
singing  males  at  Concan  26  Apr  (DM).  West- 
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erly  Chestnut-sided  Warblers  included  one  at 
Muleshoe  N.W.R.,  Bailey  6 May  (BBe,  AHe, 
AvH)  and  another  at  Panther  Junction,  Brew- 
ster 19  May  (MF,  R&AD).  Also  of  note  was  a 
Magnolia  Warbler  at  Big  Bends  Rio  Grande 
Village  26  May  (HW).  A late  migrating  Black- 
throated  Gray  Warbler  was  in  El  Paso  24  May 
(BZ).  A Golden-cheeked  Warbler  was  out  of 
place  along  the  Medina  R.  in  s.  Bexar  18  Apr 
(MMS).  A Hermit  Warbler  at  Sea  Rim,  Jeffer- 
son 17  Apr  (ph.,  WW  LBa)  was  a spectacular 
find,  while  a lowland  migrant  in  El  Paso  30 
Apr  (ph.,  JPa)  was  also  of  interest.  A Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  was  discovered  at  Hot 
Springs,  Big  Bend  N.P  20  Apr  (DS), 
and  a male  returned  for  the  2nd  year 
to  the  Davis  Mountains  Preserve,  Jeff 
Davis  22  Apr+  (ML,  KB).  A Grace’s 
Warbler  was  in  El  Paso  13  May  QP^); 
the  species  is  a rare  migrant  in  the 
lowlands.  Prairie  Warblers  of  note  in- 
cluded singles  at  South  Padre  1., 
Cameron  8 Apr  (BZ)  and  Corpus 
Christi,  Nueces  30  Apr  (MCo,  WS).  A 
Blackpoll  Warbler  in  Midland,  Mid- 
land 6 May  (AW,  SSt)  provided  a first 
county  record  since  1998.  Single  Pro- 
thonotary  Warblers  were  noted  at 
White  River  L.,  Crosby  13  May  (BBe) 
and  South  Llano  River  S.R,  Kimble  21 
Apr  (RH,  LL).  An  early-arriving 
Swainson’s  Warbler  was  discovered  in 
Corpus  Christi  21  Mar  (MCo).  Always 
a nice  find  in  the  w.  half  of  the  state, 
Worm-eating  Warblers  were  found  in 
the  Chisos  Basin,  Brewster  20-23  Apr  (DS), 
Park  Chalk  Bluff,  Uvalde  28  Apr  (ph., 
A&CM),  and  Lubbock,  Lubbock  14  May 
(AHe).  An  Ovenbird  was  foraging  around 
Boot  Springs  in  the  Chisos  Mts.  of  Big  Bend 
15  May  (KL).  A MacGillisray’s  Warbler  made 
news  on  South  Padre  1.,  Cameron  11  May 
(MG).  A Connecticut  Warbler  was  reported 
at  Sabine  Woods,  Jefferson  5 May  (tSY);  there 
are  only  eight  accepted  records  for  the  state. 
The  male  Gray-crowned  Yellowthroat  that 
has  been  present  at  the  Sabal  Palm  Sanctuary, 
Cameron  since  Eeb  remained  until  3 Jun 
(CBu,  m.ob.).  Hooded  Warblers  made  a no- 
ticeable push  westward,  with  3 at  Lubbock 
23-27  Apr  (AHe,  ClM,  JoB,  PK)  and  singles  at 
Enchanted  Rock  State  Natural  Area,  Llano  19 
May  (PD)  and  Big  Bend’s  Boot  Spring  28  May 


(CA,  GC,  BG).  Of  particular  interest  were 
Canada  Warblers  in  the  Trans-Pecos,  in  El 
Paso  23  May  (DA),  and  at  Cattail  Palls  in  Big 
Bend  30  May  (BG).  A highlight  of  the  season 
was  a Slate-throated  Redstart  in  Boot 
Canyon,  Brewster  2 May  (ph.  J&LW). 


Only  rarely  observed  as  a migrant  in  the  low- 
lands, single  Hepatic  Tanagers  were  in  El  Paso 
17  OSp)  & 20  May  QPa)-  There  was  a major 
influx  of  Cassin’s  Sparrows  in  Central  Texas, 
with  multiple  singing  males  in  Williamson  23 
Apr-31  May  (TPe,  BSt)  and  singles  in  Hill  29 


Apr  (DDC,  DL),  Guadalupe  28  Apr  (fide  SSc), 
and  Bell  28  May  (RPi).  Even  more  surprising 
were  one  or  2 at  Alazan  Bayou,  Nacogdoches 
18  Apr  (DWo);  there  are  only  three  previous 
records  for  East  Texas.  A Brewer’s  Sparrow 
was  e.  of  the  normal  migration  route  in  Spring 
Branch,  Comal  22  Mar  (BD).  A Black-throated 
Sparrow  in  sw.  Stephens  8 Apr  (RR)  provided 
a rare  record  for  n.-cen.  Texas.  Savannah 
Sparrows  lingered  well  past  the  normal  de- 
parture time  in  several  locations.  Most  note- 
worthy among  these  were  12  at  Anahuac 
N.W.R.,  Chambers  18  May  OK),  one  in  Kenedy 
22  May  (BPr,  GP),  and  singles  in  n.  Brewster 
30  May  (BSt)  and  near  Comstock,  Val  Verde 
on  the  same  day  (MG).  Baird’s  Sparrows  ap- 
parently strayed  well  eastward  of  the  known 
migration  path  this  spring:  singles  were  found 


in  se.  Young  4 Apr  (tBEr),  at  Austin,  Travis  21 
Apr  (tPS,  ph.  EC),  and  at  Balcones  Canyon- 
lands  N.W.R.,  Burnet  22  Apr  (tBRe,  CSe  et 
ah);  more  expected  was  one  at  Rio  Grande 
Village,  Brewster  4 May  (tJL,  KHo).  Two  Le 
Conte’s  Sparrows  were  a nice  find  at  Palo 
Duro  Canyon  S.P,  Randall  25  Mar  (KS).  A lin- 
gering Pox  Sparrow  was  at  Muleshoe  N.W.R., 
Bailey  8 Apr  (BBe).  A rather  late  Song  Spar- 
row was  found  in  Jones  13  May  QaP)  but  was 
eclipsed  by  one  at  Midland  23  May  (BLu, 
RMS).  A Lapland  Longspur  at  Pairfield  Lake 
S.R,  Freestone  7 Mar  (BPl  et  al.)  provided  a 
county  first. 

A female  Crimson-collared  Gros- 
beak was  seen  briefly  at  Weslaco,  Hi- 
dalgo 20  May  (tMG).  Two  Pyrrhulox- 
ias  were  well  n.  of  their  expected 
range  at  Palo  Duro  Canyon  S.R,  Ran- 
dall 1 Mar-4  Apr  (KS).  A Black-head- 
ed Grosbeak  in  Dallas  7 May  (PA)  was 
a nice  find  for  n.-cen.  Texas.  An  early 
Indigo  Bunting  was  at  a College  Sta- 
tion, Brazos  16  Mar  (ER),  while  a 
Lazuli  Bunting  on  w.  Galveston  L, 
Galveston  30  Apr  (ph.,  AMu)  provided 
a rare  spring  record  for  the  U.T.C.  A 
male  Varied  Bunting  took  up  resi- 
dence in  nw.  Hidalgo  16  Apr-17  May 
(L&JMc,  GL).  An  extraordinary 
movement  of  800-1000  Painted 
Buntings  was  observed  in  ne.  Kenedy 
4 May  (BPr). 

Single  Common  Crackles  were  at 
Cottonwood  Campground,  Brewster 
29  Mar  and  28  Apr  (ME),  where  this  species 
is  rare;  interestingly,  there  are  exceedingly  few 
records  of  the  species  from  Mexico,  just  a few 
m away.  A male  Bronzed  Cowbird  at  The 
Woodlands,  Harris  9 Apr-11  May  (LC)  pro- 
vided a county  first.  This  species  continues  to 
increase  on  the  South  Plains:  a male  near 
Tokio,  Terry  11  Apr  (AHe)  and  2 at  Cochran 
County  Park,  Gochran  20  May  (AHe)  provid- 
ed new  county  records.  Two  Audubon’s  Ori- 
oles were  near  Bandera,  Bandera  21  Peb+ 
(LH),  and  3 were  near  Lost  Maples  State  Nat- 
ural Area,  Bandera  12  Apr  (BZ,  KZ),  adding  to 
an  interesting  number  of  records  from  the  s. 
Edwards  Plateau.  Baltimore  Orioles  wandered 
to  Cottonwood  Campground  2-7  May  and 
Rio  Grande  Village  2 May  (KHo,  JL).  A male 
Scott’s  Oriole  was  a surprise  at  Wolfforth,  Lub- 
bock 26  Apr  (LW).  An  ad.  Pine  Siskin  tending 
a fledgling  in  Amarillo,  Potter  27  May  (KS) 
represented  a rare  breeding  record  for  the 
state.  A singing  male  Lesser  Goldfinch  at  Port 
Aransas,  Nueces  11  May  (MCo)  and  another 
at  Packery  Channel,  Nueces  20  May  (MCo) 
were  on  the  barrier  islands,  where  rare.  Also 
of  note  were  single  Lesser  Goldfinches  at  two 


Q A Up  to  3 Rufous-capped  Warblers,  including  an  apparent  mated  pair,  were  present  at  Neal's  Lodge  at  Concan, 
DtxUvalde  this  spring  (m.ob.).  The  mated  pair  was  first  noted  17  Mar  when  they  were  duetting  in  song.  They  remained 
in  the  area  for  the  remainder  of  the  season;  however,  confirmed  nesting,  which  would  be  a first  for  Texas,  was  not  docu- 
mented. A Rufous-capped  Warbler  was  seen  briefly  in  this  same  location  in  spring  2005;  and  an  apparently  unmated  male 
was  found  near  this  spot  1 1 Apr  (MH). 


The  migration  route  of  Baird's  Sparrows  appeared  to  be  pushed  slightly  eastward 
this  season.  Three  individuals  were  documented  in  the  central  portion  of  the  state, 
including  this  bird  that  was  at  Austin,  Travis  County  on  21  April  2006.  It  provided 
the  first  record  for  the  Hill  Country,  which  was  quickly  followed  the  next  day  by 
another  in  nearby  Burnet  County.  Photograph  by  Eric  Carpenter. 
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w.  Houston,  Harris  locations,  the  first  present 
3-7  Apr  (fide  PF)  and  the  other  19-27  Apr 
(PWr). 
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Colorado  & Wyoming 


Tony  Leukering  ) Bill  Schmoker 
Christopher  L.  Wood 


Hopes  of  a reasonably  normal  climatic 
season  melted  as  quickly  as  the  win- 
ter’s snowpack  when  the  Region  ex- 
perienced a hot,  dry  spring.  Colorado’s  tem- 
perature ranking  was  classified  “above  nor- 
mal” by  NOAA,  while  Wyoming’s  temperature 
average  ranked  “much  above  normal”  for  the 
season.  By  30  May,  the  U.S.  Drought  Monitor 
(<http://drought.unl.edu/dm/monitor.html>) 
showed  most  of  Wyoming  with  abnormally 
dry  to  moderate  drought  conditions,  while 
Colorado  graded  from  abnormally  dry  in  the 
northwestern  corner  of  the  state  to  extreme 
drought  conditions  in  the  southeastern  plains. 

Colorado  tallied  a new  icterid  for  the  state 
list  (pending  acceptance  of  the  photographed 
bird),  and  both  states  posted  impressive  if 
short-lived  pulses  of  shorebirds,  including  a 


few  species  in  unheard-of  numbers.  A superb 
flight  of  Veery  and  Gray-cheeked  Thrush  up- 
staged the  season’s  lackluster  warbler  migra- 
tion (excepting  Blackpolls).  Several  other 
species  with  few  enough  previous  records  to 
count  on  one  hand  kept  birders  busy  and  will 
undoubtedly  engage  both  states’  records  com- 
mittees as  documentation  is  received. 

Abbreviations:  Bonny  (Bonny  Res.,  Yuma)', 
Brush  Hollow  (Brush  Hollow  Res.,  Fremont)', 
Cheraw  (L.  Cheraw,  Otero);  Cherry  Creek 
(Cherry  Creek  Res.,  Arapahoe);  Chico  (Chico 
Basin  Ranch,  Pueblo/El  Paso);  Crow  Valley 
(Crow  Valley  Campground,  Pawnee  National 
Grasslands,  Weld);  Jumbo  Qumbo  Res.,  Lo- 
gan/Sedgwick); Table  Mt.  (Table  Mt.  Wildlife 
Habitat  Management  Area,  Carbon,  WY); 
Tamarack  (Tamarack  Ranch  S.W.A.,  Logan). 
“West  Slope”  denotes  locations  west  of  the 
Rockies.  Due  to  reporting  biases,  all  locations 
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The  hip-pocket  fagrant  trap  at  Last  Chance,  Washington 
County,  Colorado  can  be  well  worth  the  detour:  among 
the  noteworthy  birds  found  there  this  season  were  two 
Varied  Thrushes,  including  this  female  on  12  May  2006. 
Photograph  by  Glenn  Walbek. 

can  be  assumed  to  be  in  Colorado  except  that 
each  Wyoming  location  is  noted  as  such  the 
first  time  it  appears  in  the  text. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  IBIS 

A small  pond  in  Sedgwick  hosted  150  Greater 
White-fronted  Geese  2 Apr  (SL),  a large  num- 
ber for  Colorado.  Now  that  Trumpeter  Swans 
have  become  regular  in  Colorado,  the  only 
out-of-the-ordinary  spring  report  was  of  a sin- 
gle bird  at  Silt,  Gaifield  18  Mar  (A.  Dahl).  The 
male  Eurasian  Wigeon  at  Alamosa  N.W.R., 
Alamosa  1 Apr  (BKP,  L.  Edwards)  may  also 
have  been  found  a few  counties  to  the  n.,  at 
Buena  Vista,  Chaffee,  the  next  day  (RHa,  SY). 
In  Colorado,  an  apparent  male  Mexican  Duck 
(currently  considered  the  diazi  subspecies  of 
Mallard)  was  found  at  the  northerly  location  of 
Walden  Res.,  Jackson  20-21  Apr  (MJI,  BG,  ph. 
C.  Sheely);  there  are  three  previous  specimen 
records  for  the  state.  Oddly,  for  spring,  all  three 
scoter  species  were  reported  in  the  Region, 
with  an  imm.  male  White-winged  a holdover 
from  winter  in  Adams  (m.ob.)  through  at  least 
7 Mar  and  2 Blacks  at  Cherry  Creek  9 Apr 
(GW).  Three  reports  of  Long-tailed  Duck  were 
more  than  usual;  one  at  Mack,  Mesa  2 Mar  (R. 
Lambeth)  was  on  the  West  Slope,  where  rare. 
Spring  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  were  in  typical  lo- 
cations, though  the  28  in  Buena  Vista  2 Apr 
(RHa,  SY)  provided  a high  count  for  Chaffee. 


Continuing  the  recent  spate  of  nesting  records, 
a female  Hooded  Merganser  was  spied  with  1 1 
downy  young  near  Ryan  Gulch  Res.,  Larimer 
29  May  (D.  Hall). 

Two  tardy  Sharp-tailed  Grouse  were  seen  2 
Apr  at  Tamarack  (SL),  a wintering  location  at 
which  the  species  is  not  known  to  breed.  Rare 
in  spring,  an  alternate-plumaged  Red-throat- 
ed Loon  was  a nice  find  at  Pueblo  Res.,  Pueblo 

29  Apr  (BKP).  Of  the  14  spring  reports  of 
Common  Loon,  only  one  was  from  the  West 
Slope,  an  alternate-plumaged  bird  at  L.  Cata- 
mount, Routt  24  Apr-5  May  (FL).  Two 
Horned  Grebes  at  Chico,  Pueblo  25  Mar 
(BKP)  provided  a first  record  for  this  well- 
worked  site.  Single  Red-necked  Grebes  were 
one-day  wonders  al  Saratoga  L.,  Carbon,  WY 

30  Apr  (FB)  and  at  Jumbo  8 May  (HA);  the 
species  is  rarer  in  spring  than  in  fall  in  Col- 
orado but  still  nearly  annual.  The  Brown  Pel- 
ican in  Larimer  27  May  (N.  A.  Komar)  may 
have  been  the  same  as  that  reported  not  too 
far  away  in  Greeley,  Weld  29  May  (NP); 
age/plumage  was  not  described  in  either  case. 

Records  of  migrant  American  Bitterns  are 
rare  in  the  Region,  as  most  are  seen  at  or  near 
known  breeding  sites;  one  at  Lathrop  S.P., 
Huerfano  7 May  (RM)  was  clearly  a migrant. 
Rare  ardeids  in  Wyoming  included  a Great 
Egret  far  n.  at  Glendo  Res.,  Platte  16  Apr 
(CM)  and  2 Green  Herons  at  E.K.W.  6 May 
(CM;  one  still  present  on  16  May).  An  ad.  Lit- 
tle Blue  Heron,  first  found  at  Belmar  Park,  Jef- 
ferson 19  Apr  (K.  Schofield,  ph.  BS),  stayed  in 
the  area  until  at  least  10  May.  It  was  joined  at 
East  L.,  Jefferson  by  another  ad.  3 May  (DF) 
and  may  have  accounted  for  a sighting  of  the 
species  in  Denver  11  May  (CC).  Reports  of 
Cattle  Egrets  in  the  mts.,  where  rare,  included 
singles  in  Chaffee  13-14  Apr  (RHa),  Spring 
Park  Res.,  Eagle  27  Apr-6  May  (D.  Filby),  and 
in  Chaffee  11  May  (RM);  the  only  West  Slope 
report  of  the  species  came  from  Routt  6 May 
(FL,  VZ).  An  ad.  Yellow-crowned  Night- 
Heron  played  hide-and-seek  at  Rocky  Ford 
S.W.A.,  Otero  19  Apr+  (SO).  The  ciconiiform 
of  the  season  was  an  ad.  White  Ibis  w.  of  Red 
Lion  S.W.A.,  Logan  10-15  Apr  (L.  Johnson,  N. 


^ II  Though  the  Region's  birders  tend  to  get  out  pretty  often  in  May,  most  of  us  missed  out  on  the  best  shorebird  ground- 
.Jfiing  of  the  season  16-17  May,  as  that  period  fell  mid-week.  Dinsmore  visited  Table  Mt.  on  the  16th  and  recorded  a 
large  number  of  shorebirds,  with  a few  species  of  more-than-passing  interest.  Among  these  were  18  Black-bellied  Plovers,  a 
Snowy  Plover  (present  through  the  19th),  a Hudsonian  Godwit,  132  Semipaimated  Sandpipers,  78  Pectoral  Sandpipers,  511 
Stitt  Sandpipers,  6 Short-billed  Dowitchers,  147  Long-billed  Dowitchers,  and  47  Red-necked  Phalaropes.  Then,  Dinsmore 
traveled  to  the  s.  and,  with  Ely,  found  an  unprecedented  19  Short-billed  Dowitchers  at  Brunner  Res.,  Broomfield  on  the  17th 
(ph.  DAL),  with  8 still  there  the  next  day.  Also  on  the  17th,  Peterson  visited  Bonny  and  found  12  Biack-beliied  Plovers,  72 
Lesser  Yellowlegs,  27  Sanderlings,  200+  White-rumped  Sandpipers,  42  Pectoral  Sandpipers,  3-4  Dunlins,  723  Stilt  Sand- 
pipers, and  one  Short-billed  Dowitcher.  Interestingly,  no  Whimbrels  were  reported  in  those  two  days,  though  four  of  the  sea- 
son's 14  reports  of  the  species  fell  in  the  period  14-15  May. 


Hill)  that  would  provide  the  state’s  5th  record. 
Glossy  Ibis  continue  to  be  found  in  Colorado 
in  high  numbers,  with  12  reports  this  spring, 
15  Apr-29  May  (m.ob.).  There  were  also  two 
reports  of  Glossy  Ibis  x White-faced  Ibis  hy- 
brids; 4 at  Canon  City,  Fremont  12  Apr  (MP; 
one  still  there  22  Apr)  and  one  at  East  L.,  Jef- 
ferson 2-1  May  (T.  Mitchell). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

Late  on  the  plains  on  20  Apr,  a juv.  Northern 
Goshawk  at  Chico  (BM,  BKP)  may  have  been 
the  same  one  seen  there  in  Jan.  A juv.  Red- 


An  exceptional  shorebird  gathering  at  Table  Mountain 
Wildlife  Habitat  Management  Area,  Goshen  County, 

Wyoming  16  May  2006  included  this  Hudsonian  Godwit 
Photograph  by  Stephen  I Dinsmore. 

shouldered  Hawk  was  reported  from  Lamar, 
Prowers  10  May  (]K,  GW),  a date  that  seems 
late  for  a migrant.  The  high  count  of  Broad- 
winged Hawk  at  the  Dinosaur  Ridge  hawk- 
watch,  Jefferson  was  5 (all  light-morph  ads.) 
on  20  Apr  (TL). 

Spring  Regional  reports  of  American  Gold- 
en-Plover are  relatively  scarce,  so  one  bird 
photographed  by  Mountain  Plover  oglers  e.  of 
Ault,  Weld  13  May  Q-  & S.  Mammoser)  was  of 
some  interest.  Wyoming  got  into  the  action, 
too,  with  an  alternate-plumaged  bird  at  Table 
Mt.  19  May  (DF).  Pale  plovers  were  almost 
found  more  often  outside  the  small  Regional 
breeding  areas  than  inside  them,  with  the 
most  far-flung  Snowy  Plovers  being  3 at  Bon- 
ny 16  Apr  (NP,  A.  Boyce)  and  singles  at  Sarato- 
ga L.  26  Apr  (ph.  R.  Gorrell),  Brash  Hollow  28 
Apr  (RM;  first  county  record),  Cheney  Res., 
Mesa  2-4  May  (D.  Wright),  Table  Mt.  16-19 
May  (SD),  and  Bonny  26  May  (TL).  Wander- 
ing Piping  Plovers  included  2 at  Red  Lion 
S.W.A.,  Logan  5 May  (TL  et  al.)  and  singles  5 
km  w.  of  Red  Lion  S.W.A.  8 Apr  (HA),  at  Table 
Mt.  29  Apr-19  May  (DF),  and  at  Brush  Prairie 
Ponds  S.W.A.,  Morgan  8 May  (E.  Steele). 

Just  the  14  reports  made  it  a good  spring  for 
Whimbrel  in  Colorado,  but  the  amazing  240 
at  Adobe  Creek  Res.,  Bent/Kiowa  1 May  (DN) 
was  Regionally  unprecedented  (by  an  order  of 
magnitude).  Two  Hudsonian  Godwits  graced 
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the  Region,  single  birds  at  Table  Mt.  16  May 
(ph.  SD)  and  Duck  L.,  Larimer  27-30  May 
(NK,  ph  RHo).  Ruddy  Turnstones  are  annual 
in  spring  and  fall,  at  least  in  Colorado,  but 
Nelson’s  efforts  at  monitoring  Piping  Plovers 
and  Least  Terns  in  the  Arkansas  R.  valley  in  se. 
Colorado  enables  him  to  visit  a considerable 
amount  of  reasonable  habitat.  This  spring,  he 
encountered  3 at  Neegrande  Res.,  Kiowa  15 
May,  with  one  (still?)  there  four  days  later. 
Single  Ruddy  Turnstones  were  also  found  at 
Boulder  Res.,  Boulder  4 May  (T.  Heinrich)  and 
at  Cheraw  21  May  (LS,  TL).  Pushing  typical 
early  arrival  dates  were  single  White-rumped 
Sandpipers  near  St.  Vrain  S.P.,  Weld  4 May  and 
Red  Lion  S.W.A.  5 May  (both  TL).  A whop- 
ping 13  Dunlins  (seven  reports)  were  seen  this 
spring,  with  the  most  noteworthy  being  the  al- 
ternate-plumaged  bird  in  Wyoming  at  Sarato- 
ga L.  5 May  (FB)  and  4 each  at  Cheraw  26  Apr 
Q.  Drummond)  and  Bonny  17  May  (MP).  The 
250  Red-necked  Phalaropes  spinning  on  Duck 
L.  19  May  (DE,  E.  Zorawowicz)  must  have 
been  a nice  sight  and  provided  a relatively 
high  single-site  count. 

GULLS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

An  ad.  Laughing  Gull  loafed  at  Pueblo  Res.  4- 
13  May  (BKP),  the  only  one  of  the  season. 
The  only  Mew  Gulls  reported  were  those  at 
and  near  known  wintering  sites  in  Pueblo  (3) 
and  Boulder  (one).  Two  Glaucous  Gulls  (ages 
unreported)  at  Glendo  Res.  2 Apr  (CM)  were 
fairly  late,  but  an  ad.  at  Cherry  Creek  was 
quite  late  30  May  (B.  Brown);  ads.  are,  more- 
over, relatively  rare  in  the  Region,  and  late 
birds  are  almost  invariably  first-cycle  birds.  A 
third-cycle  Great  Black-backed  Gull  that  vis- 
ited the  JTL  Ponds,  Natrona  15-18  Mar  (ph. 
G&JL)  provided  only  the  2nd  Wyoming 
record.  Another,  larger,  bird  present  at  the 
same  time  may  have  been  a second-cycle 
Great  Black-backed  Gull,  but  the  identifica- 
tion was  not  certain.  Two  extralimital  Least 
Terns  were  reported,  one  each  at  Canon  City 
15  Apr  (RM)  and  Chico,  Pueblo  25  Apr  (ph. 
BKP),  the  latter  a first  local  record. 

The  comings  and  goings  of  Colorado’s 
Band-tailed  Pigeons  are  poorly  known,  so  the 
50  in  Beason’s  yard  in  Paonia,  Delta  24  May 
were  of  interest.  Of  the  22  reports  of  White- 
winged Dove,  only  one  was  of  multiple  birds: 
2 in  Casper,  Natrona,  WY  15-16  May  (A.  61 W. 
Hines).  The  only  reports  of  Inca  Dove  came 
again  from  the  small,  resident  colonies  in 
Rocky  Ford,  Otero  and  Lamar.  Single  Greater 
Roadrunners  were  seen  out  of  range  twice:  n. 
of  Salida,  Chaffee  4 Apr  (G.  Mihalik)  and  at 
Castle  Rock,  Douglas  24  May  (K.  Huffstater). 
A Western  Screech-Owl  at  Chico,  El  Paso  31 
May  provided  a first  local  record  and  nearly 


Colorado's  fifth  (and  probably  most  cooperative)  White 
Ibis  loitered  near  the  Red  Lion  State  Wildlife  Area, 
Logan  County,  Colorado  10-15  (here  15)  April  2006. 

Photograph  by  Bill  Schmoker. 

defines  the  n.  limit  of  the  species’  range  in  e. 
Colorado.  The  population  of  Burrowing  Owl 
on  Colorado’s  Western  Slope  has  declined 
considerably,  so  an  ad.  noted  at  Cortez,  Mon- 
tezuma 23  May  is  encouraging.  Surveys  con- 
ducted by  the  U.S.D.A.  Forest  Service  in  the 
Spanish  Peaks  area,  Huerfano/Las  Animas 
turned  up  2 singing  Boreal  Owls  2 Mar  (fide 
L.  Semo),  thus  extending  the  known  range  a 
bit  eastward.  If  correctly  identified,  a Lesser 
Nighthawk  reported  from  e.  of  Colorado  City, 
Pueblo  31  Mar  (B.  Hahn)  would  be  of  interest 
and  some  three  weeks  early.  A singing  Whip- 
poor-will  of  the  nominate  (e.)  subspecies  sat- 
isfied happy  listeners  at  Chico,  El  Paso  19-21 
May  (T.  VerCauteren,  LS,  m.ob.). 

Many  observers  commented  this  season  on 
the  decline  of  Lewis’s  Woodpecker  popula- 


tions in  e.  Colorado,  even  along  the  Arkansas 
R.,  where  formerly  fairly  plentiful.  However, 
observers  in  the  Teton,  WY  area  reported  that 
the  species’  local  populations  are  increasing. 
Red-bellied  Woodpeckers  w.  of  normal  in- 
cluded one  at  Crow  Valley  1-7  May  (DAL) 
and  another  at  Pueblo,  Pueblo  1 May  (M. 
Yaeger).  Red-naped  Sapsuckers  were  found  in 
late  Mar  at  two  or  three  sites  in  Prowers  (L. 
Paulson,  DAL,  VT),  well  out  on  the  e.  plains, 
where  quite  rare  in  spring. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH 
THRASHERS 

Two  singing  Eastern  Wood-Pewees  were  not- 
ed this  spring,  one  each  at  Lamar  5 May 
(BKP)  and  the  CF&I  Ponds,  Pueblo  13  May  (R 


Sandstrom-Smith).  Though  rare,  the  species 
is  reported  somewhere  in  Colorado  nearly 
every  spring.  After  Colorado  birders  broke  tbe 
block  on  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  by  finding 
the  state’s  2nd  and  3rd  state  records  last  fall, 
the  4th  was  found,  like  the  3rd,  in  a mist  net, 
this  one  at  Chico,  El  Paso  24  May  (ph.  BG, 
m.ob.).  All  6 Alder  Flycatchers  reported  this 
spring  were  found  at  Chico,  El  Paso/Pueblo 
14-25  May,  with  2 there  20-21  May  (BG,  LS, 
TL,  BKP).  The  two  breeding  flycatchers  of 
pinon-juniper  woodlands  in  Colorado,  Gray 
Flycatcher  and  Ash-throated  Flycatcher,  have 
differing  vagrancy  patterns  in  e.  Colorado, 
with  Gray  being  more  common  in  spring  and 
Ash-throated  more  common  in  fall.  This 
spring  did  not  buck  the  trend,  as  we  received 
15  reports  of  presumed  overshooting  Gray 
Flycatchers  in  e.  Colorado,  a number  higher 
than  usual,  and  only  three  of  Ash-throated. 
All  reports  of  Grays  originated  from  in  or  near 
the  Front  Range  urban  corridor  from  Pueblo 
to  Larimer,  spanning  24  Apr-16  May.  Two  of 
the  Ash-throated  reports  came  from  out  on 
the  plains,  with  singles  at  Last  Chance,  Wash- 
ington 19  May  (GW  et  al.)  and  Crow  Valley  22 
May  QR);  the  other  was  at  Behnar  Park  16 
May  (MC). 

If  correctly  identified,  the  farthest  extralim- 
ital reports  of  Black  Phoebe  and  Eastern 
Phoebe  came  from  Crow  Valley  9 Apr  (D. 
Smith)  and  Boulder,  Boulder  6 May  (R. 
Siebert),  respectively.  Of  the  6 Vermilion  Ply- 
catchers  found,  2 were  at  Chico,  El  Paso:  a 
male  18-19  Mar  and  a female  21  Apr  (both 


BKP).  The  others  were  a male  in  s.  Baca  5-10 
Apr  0-  Ogle)  and  single  females  in  Campo, 
Baca  17-26  Apr  (fide  MJl,  BG),  Chaffee  26  Apr 
(RM),  and  Chatfield  Res.,  Douglas  28-30  Apr 
(JK).  The  only  out-of-range  Great  Crested 
Flycatchers  reported  were  at  Chico,  Pueblo  20 
May  (BG,  TL,  LS),  a first  there  in  spring,  and 
at  Prewitt  Res.,  Washington  28-29  May  (DAL). 
A Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was  slightly  out  of 
range  at  Hasty,  Bent  16  Apr  (BG,  MJl),  and  an- 
other was  well  out  of  range  and  provided  a 
first  local  record  at  Estes  Park,  Larimer  23  Apr 
(S.  Rashid). 

Of  the  rarer  migrant  vireos,  we  received  re- 
ports of  5 White-eyeds,  2 Yellow-throateds,  5 
Cassin’s,  one  Blue-headed,  and  2 Philadel- 
phias,  all  on  the  e.  plains  or  along  the  e. 


Jni 


An  ad.  male  Broad-billed  Hummingbird  found  at  a feeder  in  Colorado  Springs,  El  Paso  13  Apr  was  captured  for 
I banding  that  day  (F.  & T.  Engelman)  and  provided  a 3rd  Colorado  record.  Incredibly,  the  bird  was  already  wearing  a 
band,  having  been  banded  in  New  Iberia,  lA  the  previous  Dec!  This  bird  was  last  observed  in  Louisiana  in  Mar.  Still  more  re- 
markably: the  first  Colorado  record  of  the  species,  a female  present  in  fall  2002,  had  also  been  banded  in  Louisiana  the  pre- 
vious winter!  The  bird  supplying  the  2nd  state  record  was  not  captured  and  photographs  do  not  show  the  legs,  so  we  know 
not  whether  that  one,  too,  was  banded. 
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This  Gray  Vireo  was  one  of  two  present  at  Littie  Firehole,  Sweetwater  County, 
Wyoming  on  29  May  2006;  this  photorgraph  represents  the  first  firm  evidence  of 
the  species  in  the  state.  Photograph  by  Dave  McDonald. 


foothill  edge,  where  expected,  though 
Cassin’s  should  certainly  be  migrating  in 
spring  through  the  Western  Slope.  The  Blue- 
headed was  at  Chico,  El  Paso,  where  banded 
15  May  (BG),  providing  the  first  acceptable 
local  record.  Carolina  Wrens  at  Lamar  and 
Tamarack  no  longer  raise  eyebrows  quite  so 
high  (though  a pair  nested  at  Lamar  this  year 
[DR,  in.ob.j),  but  one  at  Colorado  City  2 Apr 
(D.  Silverman)  was  well  w.  of  normal.  Out-of- 
place  Bewick’s  Wrens  included  2 different 
birds  at  Chico — 12  Apr  in  Pueblo  (BKP)  and 
14-20  May  in  El  Paso  (BM) — and  one  at  Estes 
Park  13-21  Apr  Q&SR).  A male  Eastern  Blue- 
bird was  w.  of  normal  at  Casper  Mt.,  Natrona, 
WY  24  May  (CM,  JL),  particularly  for  so  late 
in  the  season.  Conversely,  as  many  as  4 West- 
ern Bluebirds  at  Chico  25  Mar-8  Apr  (KL) 
were  on  the  plains,  where  quite  rare. 

Oddly,  the  only  Varied  Thrushes  of  the 
spring  were  both  singles  out  on  the  plains  at 
Last  Chance:  a male  7 May  (LM,  G. 
Goodrich)  and  a female  12  May  (N.  Erthal, 
LM  et  ah).  Colorado’s  2 wintering  Long-billed 
Thrashers  were  present  into  Apr,  with  the 
Denver  bird’s  last  date  being  the  3rd  and 


Chico’s  the  19th.  A Curve- 
billed Thrasher  was  quite  a 
surprise  n.  of  normal  at  Lake- 
wood,  Jefferson  19  May  (MC). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH 
FINCHES 

With  few  exceptions — among 
them  the  second-strongest 
Blackpoll  flight  in  recent  years 
(coincident  with  the  Gray- 
cheeked Thrush  flight) — the 
warbler  migration  was 
mediocre,  with  only  36  species 
being  found  in  Colorado. 
Lucy’s  Warblers  returned  to 
Yellow  Jacket  Canyon,  Mon- 
tezuma for  at  least  their  3rd 
year  (m.ob.),  but  only  a single 
Nashville  Warbler  was  reported.  All  but  one  of 
the  8 Black-throated  Gray  Warblers  reported 
from  Colorado’s  e.  plains  were  at  Chico  1-13 
May  (m.ob.);  the  other  was  not  far  away  at 
Clear  Springs  Ranch  S.W.A.,  El  Paso  30  Apr 
(BKP).  “Eastern”  warblers  in  the  mountains 
were  mostly  found  in  Chaffee,  with  a male 
Black-throated  Green  and  a female  Blackpoll 
1 1 May  (RM)  and  a female  Black-and-white  23 
Apr  (NP)  at  Frantz  L.,  and,  at  Sands  L.,  a fe- 
male American  Redstart  19  May  (RM)  and  a 
Northern  Waterthrush  9 May  (VT).  The  only 
other  montane  “eastern”  warblers  were  an 
imm.  male  American  Redstart  at  Curecanti 
N.R.A.,  Gunnison  18  May  (JBn)  and  a North- 
ern Waterthrush  at  L.  DeWeese,  Custer  24 
May  (RM).  Wyoming’s  only  out-of-range  war- 
bler was  a Black-and-white  Warbler  at 
Fontenelle  Dam,  Lincoln/Sweetwater  21  May 
(R.  Steenberg).  Finally,  Wilson’s  Warbler  put 
on  its  best  spring  showing  on  the  plains  in  re- 
cent memory  (it  is  abundant  there  in  fall). 

An  imm.  male  Summer  Tanager  at  Sands  L. 
5 May  (SY)  was  in  the  mts.,  where  quite  rare, 
and  provided  a first  Chaffee  record;  another 
was  in  Laramie,  Albany,  WY  the  next  day 


{fide  D.  McDonald).  Chico’s  wintering  East- 
ern Towhee  tarried  until  at  least  19  May,  pro- 
viding unexpected  amusement,  as  it  was  seen 
and  heard  mimicking  many  local  species, 
such  as  Blue  Jay,  American  Robin,  and  Curve- 
billed  Thrasher  (BM,  m.ob.).  Another  East- 
ern Towhee  that  may  have  wintered  locally 
was  heard  singing  7-25  Apr  in  Boulder  (ph. 
R.  Byers).  Finally,  an  out-of-range  and  out-of- 
season  Eastern  Towhee  was  reported  from 
Crow  Valley  22-23  May  (JR).  A singing 
Canyon  Towhee  was  a bit  n.  of  normal,  at 
least  on  the  plains,  at  Chico  8 Apr-20  May 
(KL,  m.ob.). 

An  amazing  3 Field  Sparrows  were  report- 
ed from  Front  Range  counties  this  spring, 
with  individuals  at  Dixon  Res.  24  Apr  (N.  Ko- 
mar), at  Chico,  Pueblo  11  May  (BG),  and  at 
Chico,  El  Paso  20  May  (b.  TL).  Single  Black- 
throated  Sparrows  were  outside  their  small  e. 
Colorado  breeding  range  near  Two  Buttes  Res. 
in  Prowers  27  Apr  (MR  BKP)  and  at  Denver 
29-30  May  (R  Vance,  N.  Lewis).  The  annual  e. 
Colorado  Sage  Sparrow  vagrancy  season  (an 
above-average  5 this  spring)  was  bookended 
by  the  two  northernmost  reports,  both  in 
Larimer:  one  in  a Loveland  yard  10-13  Mar 
(ph.  C.  Kogler,  m.ob.),  the  other  in  Estes  Park 

13  Apr  (J&SR).  A Red  Fox  Sparrow  was  quite 
a nice  find  at  Chico  5 Apr  (MP  et  ah,  ph.  BM); 
most  Regional  records  are  from  fall  and  win- 
ter. A presumably  wintering  Harris’s  Sparrow 
was  in  Crawford,  Montrose  until  15  Mar  (VZ); 
West  Slope  records  are  relatively  scarce.  The 
only  out-of-place  Northern  Cardinals  were 
single  birds  (sex  unreported)  e.  of  Casper,  Na- 
trona, WY  10  Mar  {fide  DF)  and  at  Louviers, 
Douglas  23  Apr  (T.  Halverstadt).  A Varied 
Bunting,  originally  identified  as  an  Indigo 
Bunting,  was  reported  from  Arvada,  Jefferson 

14  May  (tCC);  the  Colorado  B.R.C.  will  have 
to  ponder  this  one,  as  there  are  no  state  or  Re- 
gional records. 

Bobolinks  are  not  often  found  in  Colorado 
away  from  breeding  areas,  so  the  migrants 
found  at  Chico,  Pueblo  17  Q.  Drummond  et 
al.)  & 20  May  (BKP  et  al.)  and  at  Arvada  18 
May  (DF)  help  to  define  the  migration  season 
for  the  species  locally.  At  least  one  Eastern 
Meadowlark  of  subspecies  lilianae  returned  to 
a Lesser  Prairie-Chicken  lek  e.  of  Campo, 
Baca,  where  recorded  for  the  past  four  years, 
singing  there  29  Apr  (MP).  A brilliant  orange 
ad.  male  Hooded  Oriole  brightened  feeders  at 
a residence  in  Grand  Junction,  Mesa  26-30 
May  (ph.  J.  & M.  Hill)  and  provided  the  first 
state  and  Regional  record.  Baltimore  Orioles 
away  from  Colorado’s  far  e.  plains  included 
singing  imm.  males  at  Chico,  El  Paso  10  May 
(MP)  and  Last  Chance  13  May  (TL,  LS)  and, 
even  farther  w.,  a female  at  the  Soapstone 


^ A The  Catharus  flight  in  Colorado  in  mid-  to  late  May  was  unprecedented  in  the  relative  abundance  of  Veeries  and  Gray- 
3 ft  cheeked  Thrushes,  two  species  whose  primary  migration  routes  take  them  e.  of  our  Region;  oddly,  Swainson's  Thrush 
numbers  were  not  elevated,  though  Gibbons  did  band  a russet-backed  Swainson's  at  Chico  (19  May)  for  the  2nd  year  in  a row, 
providing  Colorado's  3rd  record.  Some  31  Veeries  were  reported  on  the  e.  plains  (one  of  those  in  Wyoming)  9-27  May,  appar- 
ently of  both  e.  and  w.  subspecies,  with  Gibbons  banding  4 at  Chico  10-16  May  (including  a bird  referable  to  salidcola  of  the 
West  on  the  10th);  a typical  spring  sees  five  to  10  reports  of  Veery  on  the  Colorado  plains. 

The  Gray-cheeked  Thrush  story  this  spring  was  nothing  short  of  incredible!  A whopping  35  were  reported  (2  of  those  in 
Wyoming),  11-28  May,  with  24  of  them  being  found  14-17  May.  Eight  reports  were  of  multiple  birds,  with  the  maximum  be- 
ing 6 at  Chico  (4  In  El  Paso,  2 in  Pueblo)  15  May;  Gibbons  banded  6 in  El  Paso  15-16  May!  At  least  3 were  at  the  Ft.  Lupton  ceme- 
tery, Weld  14  May  (ph.  TL;  with  the  only  other  Catharus  being  9 Swainson's  Thrushes),  with  at  least  one  still  there  the  next  day, 
and  3 were  on  a private  ranch  elsewhere  in  Weld  19  May  (GW  et  al.).  A typical  spring  sees  one  or  two  Regional  reports!  Inter- 
estingly, a single  Wood  Thrush  was  found  in  the  Region  this  spring,  that  at  Chico,  Pueblo  on  the  last  day  of  the  season  (BM). 
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Ranch,  Larimer  24  May  (CW).  A wintering 
Bullock’s  Oriole  x Baltimore  Oriole  hybrid 
was  in  Lamar  until  28  Mar  (DR),  and  a Purple 
Finch  wintering  at  Rocky  Ford  S.W.A.  from  4 
Nov  was  last  seen  26  Mar  (SO).  Lesser 
Goldfinches  reported  from  unusual  locales  in- 
clude 2 at  the  Stulp  residence,  Prowers  (sin- 
gles on  9 & 30  May;  JS)  and  a black-backed 
male  from  Chico,  Pueblo  20  May  (BG);  both 
locations  are  on  the  plains,  where  the  species 
is  a fairly  rare  migrant. 

Cited  observers  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): Flenry  Armknecht,  Jason  Beason  QBn), 
Jim  Beatty  (sw.  Colorado),  Francis  Bergquist, 


Curt  Campbell,  Mark  Chavez,  Coen  Dexter 
(w.-cen.  Colorado),  Dave  Ely,  Doug  Faulkner 
(Wyoming),  Brian  Gibbons  Randy  Flancock 
(RFia),  Rachel  Ffopper  (RHo),  Marshall  J.  lliff, 
Joey  Kellner,  Steve  Larson,  Gloria  & Jim 
Lawrence  (statewide  RBA- Wyoming),  David 
A.  Leatherman,  Tony  Leukering,  Kara  Lewan- 
towicz,  Forrest  Luke  (nw.  Colorado),  Bill 
Maynard,  Terry  McEneaney  (Yellowstone), 
Chris  Michelson  (Casper,  WY),  Rich  Miller, 
Duane  Nelson,  Stan  Oswald,  Susan  Patla 
(Jackson,  WY),  Brandon  K.  Percival  (se.  Col- 
orado), Mark  Peterson,  Nathan  Pieplow,  Bert 
Raynes  Qackson,  WY),  Julie  & Scott  Roeder- 
er.  Bill  Schmoker  (CO  Front  Range),  Larry 


Semo  (n.e.  Colorado),  Jane  Stulp,  Van  Truan, 
Glenn  Walbek  (n.-cen.  Colorado),  Cole  Wild, 
Sherrie  York.  Many  other  individuals  con- 
tributed information  to  this  report  but  could 
not  be  acknowledged  here.  They  all  have  our 
thanks  and  appreciation. 


Tony  Leukering,  Rocky  Mountain  Bird  Observatory, 
14500  Lark  Bunting  Lane,  Brighton,  Colorado  80603, 
(tony.leukering@rmbo.org); 

Bill  Schmoker,  3381  Larkspur  Drive,  Longmont,  CO 
80503,  (bill@schmoker.org); 

Christopher  L.  Wood,  Cornell  Laboratory  of  Ornithology, 
159  Sapsucker  Woods  Road,  Ithaca,  New  York  14850, 
(clw37@cornell.edu) 


Idaho  & Western  Montana  | 


Spring  2006  temperatures  varied  widely 
across  the  Region,  but  most  locations 
experienced  record-high  temperatures 
in  May  and  above-average  precipitation  for 
the  season.  Bird  migration  was  generally  con- 
sidered mostly  uneventful  but  did  include 
some  notable  early  and  late  arrivals. 

Abbreviations:  Camas  (Camas  N.W.R.,  Jeffer- 
son, ID);  L.M.  (Lee  Metcalf  N.W.R.,  near 
Stevensville,  MT);  latilong  (area  encompassed 
by  one  degree  latitude  and  one  degree  longi- 
tude used  in  mapping  bird  distribution  in 
both  Idaho  and  Montana). 

GEESE  THROUGH  GULLS 

Greater  White-fronted  Geese  were  noted  in 
locations  where  they  are  considered  ex- 
tralimital:  2 were  in  Flathead,  MT  13  Mar 
(BR),  and  a single  was  in  Kootenai,  ID  29  Mar 


(SS).  A total  of  9 Cackling  Geese  (mostly 
minima)  stopped  in  n.  Idaho  9-11  Mar  (TG, 
CS),  but  even  better  finds  were  single  tav- 
emeri  and  hutchinsii  near  Somers,  MT  19 
Mar  (DC).  Eurasian  Wigeons  were  scarce, 
with  only  3 noted  in  Idaho  and  one  in  w. 
Montana.  Although  Long-tailed  Ducks  are 
not  annual  in  spring,  a commendable  season 
total  of  6 came  from  n.  Idaho,  and  2 were 
recorded  in  w.  Montana.  Pacific  Loons  are 
very  rare  in  spring,  so  one  at  Sandpoint,  ID  4 
Mar  (MH)  and  a late  one  in  Elmore,  ID  23 
May  (MC,  RLR)  were  especially  noteworthy. 
Apparently  Great  Egrets  are  increasing  in 
Montana,  as  evidenced  by  one  in  Powell  1 
May  QB)  and  2 at  L.M.  24  May  (WT).  If  ac- 
cepted, a Little  Blue  Heron  discovered  in 
Madison  22  Apr  (ph.,  tD&MW)  will  repre- 
sent w.  Montana’s  3rd  record.  Following  hard 
on  the  heels  of  last  summer’s  first  Idaho  re- 
port at  Camas  was  the  discovery  of  up  to  3 
Glossy  Ibis  in  Jefferson,  ID  28  Apr-27  May 
(DCl;  ph.,  tew).  Also  present  there  were 
several  possible  Glossy  Ibis  x White-faced 
Ibis  hybrids  (ph.,  tCW).  Bringing  in  a 2nd 
record  for  Idaho’s  Latilong  2 was  a White- 
faced Ibis  near  Cataldo  23  May  (SS). 

Broad-winged  Hawks,  rare  in  spring,  were 
seen  near  Missoula,  MT  22  Apr  (one;  NK) 
and  n.  of  Howe,  ID  7 May  (2;  tJ&CO).  Quite 
impressive  was  the  concentration  of  100 
Rough-legged  Hawks  in  Beaverhead,  MT  18- 
20  Apr  (DC).  The  only  Gyrfalcons  reported 
were  a few  winter  holdovers  in  Lake,  MT  in 
Mar  (]B,  DH).  Two  unusually  early  American 
Golden-Plovers  near  Lennup,  MT  12  Apr 
(MD)  represented  a 2nd  local  spring  record. 
Especially  rare  in  spring  were  2 Whimbrels  at 


Camas  5 May  (tBD),  a Stilt  Sandpiper  at  Ca- 
mas 13-18  May  OOi  a Short-billed  Dowitch- 
er  at  L.M.  3 May  (WT),  and  6 Short-billeds  in 
Fremont,  ID  11  May  (tCW).  Interesting  rare 
larids  included  a Mew  Gull  in  Kootenai,  ID  9- 
22  Mar  (LH),  a Thayer’s  Gull  in  Flathead,  MT 
18  Mar  (DC),  a Glaucous-winged  Gull  in 
Owyhee,  ID  12  Apr  (RLR),  and  single  Glau- 
cous Gulls  in  Gooding,  ID  11  Mar  (LB)  and 
Owyhee,  ID  12  Apr  (RLR). 

DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  made  an  unprece- 
dented range  extension,  with  at  least  a total  of 
12  reported  from  seven  new  s.  Idaho  locations 
and  a pair  discovered  in  Deerlodge,  MT.  Barn 
Owls  are  rare  and  local  in  Montana,  but  at 
least  10  were  reported  in  the  Mission  Valley  in 
mid- Apr  (DH),  and  several  pairs  reportedly 
nested  and  fledged  young.  Montana  Snowy 
Owls  were  unusually  late:  singles  were  near 
Red  Lodge  2 Apr  (BJ),  Bozeman  12-14  Apr 
(PW),  and  in  the  Mission  Valley  13  Apr  (DH). 
Barred  Owls  continued  to  wander  out  of 
range  in  Idaho,  with  2 in  Blaine  in  early  Mar 
(PWP)  and  one  in  Gem  24-25  Mar  (MW). 
Two  Black  Swifts  at  Camas  27  May  OC)  pro- 
vided a local  first.  Two  Black-chinned  Hum- 
mingbirds in  Eagle,  ID  17  Mar  (GW)  were 
record  early.  Earliest  local  record  by  three 
weeks  was  a Red-naped  Sapsucker  near  Boze- 
man, MT  13-14  May  (AK).  If  accepted,  an 
Alder  Flycatcher  in  Jefferson  28  May  (tCW) 
would  be  a first  for  Idaho.  Single  Eastern 
Phoebes,  not  annual  in  Idaho,  turned  up  in 
Jefferson  14-15  Apr  (ph.,  tMH)  and  in  Bonner 
28-31  May+  (tBB).  An  unprecedented  gather- 
ing of  kingbirds  was  observed  near  Gardiner, 
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MT  28  May  (MD):  31  Western  and  137  East- 
ern Kingbirds  were  counted.  The  same  area 
hosted  a mind-boggling  fallout  of  an  estimat- 
ed 7500  Mountain  Bluebirds  7 Apr  (MD).  A 
total  of  four  Idaho  Blue  Jay  reports  was  about 
average  for  the  season. 

If  accepted,  A Bewick’s  Wren  in  Ravalli  6 
Mar  (WT)  will  provide  Montana’s  5th  record. 
Single  Northern  Mockingbirds  made  an  ap- 
pearance near  Oakley  ID  28  Apr  (LR),  Camas 
22  May  QO.  Red  Lodge,  MT  28  May 
(Bj).  Rare  warblers  of  the  season  included  a 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler  at  Camas  30  May 
(DCl,  CW),  a Blackpoll  Warbler  near  Helena, 
MT  13  May  (CC),  single  Black-and-white 
Warblers  in  Jefferson,  ID  12  (RM)  & 18  May 
QC),  and  a total  of  3 Ovenbirds  at  Camas  19- 


24  May  QC,  DCl).  A Summer  Tanager  at  Ca- 
mas 10  May  (tJC)  was  the  Gem  State’s  8th. 
Rare  anywhere  in  the  Region,  an  Indigo 
Bunting  at  Red  Lodge,  MT  27  May  (BJ)  pro- 
vided a local  first.  The  only  Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak  was  near  Hailey,  ID  30-31  May  OS), 
where  many  precedents  have  occurred.  A Bal- 
timore Oriole  discovered  in  Valley  18  May 
(tLB)  will  be  Idaho’s  5th,  if  accepted.  A male 
Brambling  that  graced  Bellevue,  ID  8-16  Apr 
(ph.,  tKC)  is  expected  to  provide  Idaho’s  3rd 
record.  Also  noteworthy  in  Bellevue  was  a 
wandering  Lesser  Goldfinch  24  Apr  (KC)  that 
represented  a local  first. 

Contributors:  (subregional  editors  in  bold- 
face): IDAHO:  Larry  Barnes,  Bob  Bond,  Kath- 


leen Cameron,  Jay  Carlisle,  Darren  Clark 
(DCl),  Mark  Collie,  Bob  Davis,  Kas  Dum- 
roese,  Terry  Gray,  Mike  Haldeman,  Lisa 
Hardy,  Russ  Manwaring,  Jack  and  Connie 
Oar,  Larry  Ridenhour,  Hadley  Roberts,  R.L. 
Rowland,  Jean  Seymour,  Shirley  Sturts, 
Charles  Swift,  Chuck  Trost,  Greg  Wardwell, 
Cliff  Weisse,  Michael  Wiegand,  Poo  Wright- 
Pulliam.  MONTANA:  Jim  Brown,  Dan  Casey, 
Coburn  Currier,  Mark  Donahue,  Denver  Holt, 
Barb  Jaquith,  Angie  Kociolek,  Nate  Kohler, 
John  Parker,  Bob  Rost,  Don  Skaar,  Terry  Top- 
pins,  Wayne  Tree,  Don  & Marcia  Watts,  Pat 
Weaver, 


David  Trochlell,  2409  East  N Avenue,  la  Grande,  Oregon 
97850,  (dtrochlell(averizon.net) 


Great  Basin 


Rick  Fridelf 


Several  observers  commented  on  a fairly 
slow  spring  migration  in  the  Great 
Basin.  Mojave  Desert  area  species,  typi- 
cally found  only  in  the  southern  portion  of 
Nevada  and  southwestern  Utah,  were  ob- 
served outside  of  their  expected  ranges,  in- 
cluding Common  Moorhen,  White-winged 
Dove,  Anna’s  Hummingbirds,  Costa'  Hum- 
mingbird, Lucy’s  Warbler,  and  Hooded  Ori- 
oles. In  addition,  Utah’s  first  confirmed  nests 
of  both  Anna’s  Hummingbird  and  Painted 
Redstart  were  located  in  Washington  County. 
Even  in  a slow  spring,  the  Great  Basin  Region 
had  its  fair  share  of  rare  and  vagrant  sightings, 
highlighted  by  Yellow-billed  Loon  and  Broad- 
billed Hummingbird  in  Nevada  and  Red- 
throated  Loon  and  Heermann’s  Gull  in  Utah. 

Abbreviations:  Antelope  I.  (Antelope  Island 
S.P.  and  Causeway,  Davis,  UT);  Bear  R.  (Bear 
River  Migratory  Bird  Refuge,  Box  Elder,  UT); 


Corn  Cr.  (Corn  Creek  Unit,  Desert  N.W.R., 
Clark,  NV);  H.B.V.P.  (Henderson  Bird  Viewing 
Preserve,  Clark,  NV);  L.  Mead  (Lake  Mead 
N.R.A.,  Clark,  NV);  Lytle  (Lytle  Ranch  Pre- 
serve, Washington,  UT);  Miller’s  R.A.  (Miller’s 
Rest  Area,  Esmeralda,  NV);  Ouray  (Ouray 
N.W.R.,  Umtah,  UT);  Pyramid  L.  (Washoe, 
NV);  Red  Hills  (Red  Hills  G.C.,  St.  George, 
Washington,  UT);  Zion  (Zion  N.P.,  Washing- 
ton, UT). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Large  concentrations  of  waterfowl  capitalized 
on  the  unusually  wet  conditions  at  Quichapa 
L.,  with  up  to  21  species  observed,  including 
Tundra  Swan,  Greater  White-fronted  Goose, 
Ross’s  Goose,  and  others  rarely  found  in  arid 
Iron,  UT  (SH).  Several  drake  Eurasian 
Wigeons  were  observed  this  spring:  at 
Bear  R.  26  Mar  (BO),  Earmington  Bay 
W.M.A.,  Davis,  UT  2 Apr  O&KB), 
and  Stillwater  N.W.R.,  Churchill,  NV 
2 Apr  (BHe).  An  exceptionally  high 
concentration  of  over  50  Blue-winged 
Teal  was  at  Bear  R.  8 May  (SC).  Rarely 
observed  in  the  Region  in  the  spring, 
a Surf  Scoter  was  photographed  25 
Apr  at  Spring  Mt.  Ranch  S.P.,  Clark, 

NV  (KeC,fide  CTi).  Equally  surpris- 
ing was  a female  Long-tailed  Duck  13 
Apr  at  Chicken  Creek  Res.,  Juab,  UT 
(MWe).  A late  male  Barrow’s  Golden- 
eye lingered  in  Lemmon  Valley, 

Washoe,  NV  until  at  least  28  May 
O&GA).  A Red-throated  Loon  was  a 
major  surprise  17  May  at  Willard  Bay 


S.P,  Box  Elder,  UT  (ph.,  tKE  et  al).  A Yellow- 
billed Loon  observed  3 Mar  at  Pyramid  L. 
(p.a.,  JT,  MMa  et  al.)  was  unfortunately  not 
relocated.  A Red-necked  Grebe  also  made  a 
very  rare  spring  appearance  20-23  May  at 
Willard  Bay  S.P,  Box  Elder,  UT  (BHu,  TKP,  ph. 
BC  et  al.).  An  American  Bittern  was  found  at 
Corn  Cr.  22-26  May  O&MC,  GS). 

HAWKS  THROUGH  TERNS 

Surprisingly,  2 White-tailed  Kites  were  re- 
ported from  Nevada  this  spring:  one  observed 
briefly,  flying  over  Mesquite,  Clark,  NV  19 
Mar  (DA),  while  the  other  lingered  at  Com 
Cr.  15-19  Apr  (ph.  RSa,  ph.  BG,  CTi,  JBr).  A 
Common  Black-Hawk  was  photographed  3 
Apr  at  the  unusual  location  of  Searchlight, 


Of  the  two  White-tailed  Kites  reported  in  Nevada  in  spring  2006,  this 
one  lingered  1 5-1 9 (here  1 9)  April  2006  at  Corn  Creek,  Desert  National 
Wildlife  Refuge,  Clark  County.  Photograph  by  Bob  Gotschall. 
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Clark,  NV  (TK).  Nevada  also  supplied  the 
only  reports  of  Red-shouldered  Hawks,  with 
individuals  at  Reno,  Washoe  (5  Mar;  FP)  and 
Fallon,  Churchill  (2  Apr;  BHe).  A single 
Broad-winged  Hawk  was  reported  23  Apr  fly- 
ing over  Veyo,  Washington,  UT  (LT),  and  5 
were  photographed  25  Apr  near  Grandeur 
Peak,  Salt  Lake,  UT  (tJL).  Broad-winged 
Hawks  are  rare-but-regular  migrants  through 
the  Region.  After  an  increase  in  observations 
over  the  past  few  years,  the  only  Zone-tailed 
Hawk  reported  this  spring  was  at  Corn  Cr.  22 
Apr  (SW).  An  albino  American  Kestrel  was 
observed  22  Apr  at  the  UNR  Football  Stadi- 
um, Reno,  Washoe,  NV  (EK).  Common 
Moorhens  observed  10  May  at  Fallon, 
Churchill,  NV  (MMe  et  al.)  were  n.  of  their  ex- 
pected range. 

Shorebird  reports  in  the  Region  were  lower 
than  average;  however,  a few  significant  sight- 
ings were  submitted.  As  usual.  Antelope  I.  led 
the  way,  with  the  American  Golden-Plover 
there  21  Apr  (TA  et  al.)  one  of  the  more  note- 
worthy vagrants.  Whimbrels  were  found  at 
Carson  L.,  Churchill,  NV  (22  Apr;  GS)  and 
Bear  R.  (9  May;  RW).  Additional  reports  from 
Antelope  1.  included  Utah’s  15th  documented 
Ruddy  Turnstone  7 May  (tKP)  and  up  to  4 
Red  Knots  7-14  May  (J&KB,  KP  et  al).  A 
Sanderling  made  a rare  ne.  Nevada  spring  ap- 
pearance 6 May  at  Big  Soda  L.,  Churchill 
(MMe  et  al.).  A White-rumped  Sandpiper  ob- 
served 19-20  May  at  Deseret  Ranch,  Rich  (GB, 
MS  et  al.)  would  be  only  Utah’s  6th  record  if 
documented  and  accepted.  Up  to  8 Stilt  Sand- 
pipers were  at  Bear  R.  10-21  May  (BO,  J&KB), 
and  a single  Stilt  Sandpiper  was  pho- 
tographed 21  May  at  Fish  Springs  N.W.R., 
Juab,  UT  (ph.  CN,  TN).  Short-billed  Dowitch- 
ers  made  a good  showing  this  spring  in  Utah, 
with  single  birds  at  Chicken  Creek  Res.,  Juab 
(6  Apr;  BHu,  TA  et  al),  Panguitch  L.,  Gatfield 
(2  May;  RF),  and  the  Virgin  R.  near  Hurri- 
cane, Washington  (15  May;  MF,  RF).  Utah’s 
3rd  documented  Heermann’s  Gull  made  a 
brief  appearance  at  Sand  Hollow  S.P.,  Wash- 
ington, UT  (ph.  RF).  An  ad.  Mew  Gull  was  a 
great  find  at  Virginia  L.,  Washoe,  NV  8-12  Mar 
(FP  et  al),  and  a first-year  Glacous-winged 
Gull  was  reported  from  Pyramid  L.  4-19  Mar 
(MMa,  SSn,  DN).  Least  Terns  were  found  at 
the  Provo  Airport  Dike,  Utah,  UT  (20  May; 
JB)  and  at  H.B.VP  (27  May;/ide  JBr). 

DOVES  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

White-winged  Doves  were  observed  n.  and  e. 
of  their  typical  range  at  three  Utah  locations, 
including  several  at  Bluff,  San  Juan  1 Mar+ 
(LG  et  al),  2 at  Leeds,  Washington  9-28  Apr 
(CS),  and  2 at  Wahweap,  L.  Powell,  Kane  6 
May  (TA).  Long-eared  Owls  continued  at 


This  male  Broad-billed  Hummingbird,  first  observed  16  De- 
cember 2005,  remained  at  a Las  Vegas,  Clark  County,  Nevada 
residence  well  into  the  spring.  It  was  last  observed  31  March 
2006  (here  21  December  2005).  Photograph  by  Scott  Page. 

Corn  Cr.  through  the  spring,  with  a high 
count  of  13  there  on  14  May  (CTi  et  al). 
Breeding  Long-eared  Owls  were  also  observed 
at  two  additional  Clark,  NV  locations  this 
spring  (Spring  Mt.  Ranch  S.P  and  Wheeler 
Camp  Spring;  j&MC).  Six  Black  Swifts  ob- 
served 29  May  flying  over  St.  George,  Wash- 
ington, UT  were  a nice  surprise  (SSu,  KrC, 
RF).  The  only  Vaux’s  Swift  in  the  Region  was 
observed  at  Gunlock  S.P,  Washington,  UT  21 
Apr  (LT).  The  Broad-billed  Hummingbird 
first  reported  16  Dec  (SPe)  lingered  at  a Las 
Vegas,  Clark,  NV  residence  until  31  Mar  (PG, 
ph.  SPa).  After  several  years  of  increasing  ob- 


Reports  of  Common  Crackles  are  increasing  in  the 
Great  Basin.  This  individual  visited  Miller's  Rest  Area, 
Esmeralda  County,  Nevada,  27  (here)  through 
29  May  2006.  Photograph  by  Martin  Meyers. 

servations  in  Washington,  Utah,  the  first  nest- 
ing Anna’s  Hummingbirds  were  documented 
at  Silver  Valley,  Leeds  3 Mar-r  (CS,  CoP)  and 
at  Red  Cliffs  R.A.  12  Mar  (RF).  An  Anna’s 
Hummingbird  was  also  observed  n.  of  expect- 
ed range  in.Verdi,  Washoe,  NV  25  Mar  (CTh). 
Reports  of  northerly  Costa’s  Hummingbirds 
included  a male  22  Apr  at  Fernley,  Lyon,  NV 
(DSe)  and  a nesting  pair  at  Lida,  Esmeralda, 
NV  28  May  (GS). 


FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH  WARBLERS 

An  Eastern  Phoebe  photographed  at  Corn  Cr. 
2 Apr  (DeS,  ph.  DaS  et  al.)  and  an  Eastern 
Kingbird  located  16  May  at  Pahranagat 
N.W.R.,  Lincoln,  NV  (DH)  were  far  from  typi- 
cal range.  Three  Purple  Martins  were  ob- 
served 14  Apr  flying  over  the  H.B.VP  (JR, 
PM).  Nesting  Western  Bluebirds  in  a yard  in 
Ely,  White  Pine  (10  Apr+;  AQ)  were  very  un- 
usual for  e.  Nevada.  Varied  Thrushes  were  ob- 
served 22  Apr  at  Pahranagat  N.W.R.,  Lincoln, 
NV  (B&BD)  and  29  Apr  at  the  Big  Cotton- 
wood Ranch,  Beaver  Dam  Wash,  Washington, 
UT  (RD,  RF).  Gray  Catbirds  were  found  at 
two  atypical  Utah  locations:  Lucin  Pond,  Box 
Elder  19  May  and  Black  Rock,  Millard  21  May 
(both  CN,  TN).  A Brown  Thrasher  was  spo- 
radically observed  at  Corn  Cr.  2-17  Apr  (BG, 
RS  et  al),  and  another  was  briefly  seen  at 
Hardware  Ranch,  Cache,  UT  22  May  (StP). 

A Lucy’s  Warbler  at  the  Dyer  Pond,  Esmer- 
alda, NV  20  May  (RSt,  DG,  GS)  was  slightly  n. 
of  expected  range.  The  only  Chestnut-sided 
Warbler  report  came  from  Como  Springs, 
Morgan,  UT  8 May  (ChP).  A Hermit  Warbler 
lingered  13-22  May  at  Lida,  Esmeralda,  NV 
(GS,  RSt,  DG),  and  a Palm  Warbler  was  pho- 
tographed 23  Apr  at  Corn  Cr.  (SPa,  ph.  GP). 
Black-and-white  Warblers  were  reported  from 
several  locations  including  Garr  Ranch,  Ante- 
lope 1.  (23  Apr;  J&KB),  Corn  Cr.  (9  May;  DH), 
and  Indian  Cr.,  Dyer,  Esmeralda,  NV  (28  May; 
GS).  American  Redstarts  in  Nevada  were  at 
Dyer,  Esmeralda  13-14  May  (GS)  and  Miller’s 
R.A.  21  May  (RSt,  DG,  GS),  and  in  Utah,  a 
banded  male  returned  to  the  Jordanelle  Wet- 
lands, Wasatch  for  the  8th  consecutive  sum- 
mer 21  May-t  QB,  MMu),  and  a first-year  male 
was  seen  at  Lytle  29  May  (SSu,  RF).  Ovenbirds 
were  found  at  Lucin  Pond,  Box  Elder,  UT  19 
May  (CN,  TN)  and  at  the  Circle  L Ranch, 
Dyer,  Esmeralda,  NV  29  May  (GS).  Six  North- 
ern Waterthrushes  were  observed  12-22  May 
in  five  Utah  counties  (Box  Elder,  Juab,  Millard, 
Utah,  and  Washington).  Surprisingly,  the  only 
Nevada  report  was  from  Dyer  Pond,  Esmeral- 
da 13  May  (GS).  A female  Hooded  Warbler 
was  photographed  at  Dyer,  Esmeralda,  NV  29 
May  (GS).  A pair  of  Painted  Redstarts  was  ob- 
served again  this  year  along  the  North  Fork  of 
the  Virgin  R.,  in  Zion.  The  birds  were  first  re- 
ported 18  Apr  (tR&LM),  and  a nest  was  lo- 
cated on  the  canyon  wall  in  a hanging  garden 
7 May  (KrC,  ph.  RF). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Black-throated  Sparrow  found  30  Apr  at  the 
Jordan  River  Parkway,  Salt  Lake,  UT  (PF  et 
al.)  was  far  n.  of  typical  breeding  range.  A 
wayward  female  Lark  Bunting  was  found  dur- 
ing a late  spring  snowstorm  in  Central,  Wash- 
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ington,  UT  13-15  Mar  (LT).  An  ad.  male  Lark 
Bunting  was  observed  27  May  near  Benson, 
Cache,  UT  (BR).  Utah’s  10th  documented 
Clay-colored  Sparrow  was  photographed  8 
Apr  at  Cottonwood  Wash,  San  Juan  (tTA  et 
al.).  Two  Swamp  Sparrows  were  observed  in 
Nevada:  19-20  Mar  at  the  H.B.V.P.  (JBr  et  al.) 
and  3 May  at  Dyer,  Esmeralda  {ph.  GS).  The 
only  White-throated  Sparrow  reported  during 
the  season  was  at  Willard  Bay  S.P.,  Box  Elder, 
UT  5 Mar  Q&KB).  By  contrast,  Harris’s  Spar- 
rows made  a strong  spring  showing,  with  2 in 
each  state.  Harris’s  Sparrows  were  found  in 
Nevada  at  Rye  Patch  Res.,  Pershing  3 Mar 
(MMa,  SSn,  DN)  and  nw.  Reno,  Washoe  1-4 
May  (FP);  Utah  birds  were  at  the  Jordan  Riv- 
er Parkway,  Salt  Lake  19  Mar-22  Apr  (PF, 
j&KB)  and  w.  of  the  Great  Salt  L.,  Box  Elder 
19  May  (CN,  TN).  Up  to  9 Chestnut-collared 
Longspurs  were  observed  at  Horse  Ravine, 
Lemmon  Valley,  Washoe,  NV  26  Mar  (FP).  A 
Painted  Bunting  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Salt  Lake, 
UT  10  May  (p.a.,  tHL)  would  be  a long-over- 


due state  first.  A male  Bobolink  was  found  at 
Fish  Springs  N.W.R.,  Jucih,  UT  21  May  (CN, 
TN).  Common  Crackles  were  observed  away 
from  typical  locations  at  the  Dugway  Proving 
Grounds,  Tooele,  UT  5 May  (CZ)  and  Miller’s 
R.A.  27-29  May  (MMe  et  al.).  Hooded  Orioles 
are  occasionally  seen  n.  of  their  typical  breed- 
ing areas,  and  the  trend  continued  this  sea- 
son, with  reports  of  ad.  males  visiting  feeders 
in  Reno,  Washoe,  NV  6-12  Apr  (J&GA,  FP). 
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Steve  Coleman,  Peyton  Cook,  Kristen  Cornel- 
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(BHe),  Bob  Huntington  (BHu),  Tracy  Kipke, 
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Matt  Williams  (MWi),  James  Wilson,  Steven 
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The  statewide  drought  deepened  to  his- 
toric proportions  during  spring  2006, 
while  climatologists  proclaimed  the 
recent  period  the  warmest  on  record;  whatev- 
er the  long-term  consequences  of  these  events 
may  be  for  birds,  the  short-term  impacts 
seemed  negligible  this  season.  Meanwhile, 
birds  and  birders  were  active,  and  numerous 
rarities  were  documented,  including  two 


(Black  Rail  and  Vaux’s  Swift)  not  previously 
verified  for  the  state. 

Abbreviations:  B.L.N.W.R.  (Bitter  Lake 
N.W.R.);  Bosque  (Bosque  del  Apache 
N.W.R.);  G.B.A.  (Gila  Bird  Area,  Grant)' 
N.R.T.  (n.  Roosevelt  migrant  trap  w.  of  Mel- 
rose); RO.  Canyon  (Post  Office  Canyon,  Pel- 
oncillo  Mts.);  R.G.V.  (Rio  Grande  Valley);  R.S. 
(Rattlesnake  Springs  area,  Eddy). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  FALCONS 

Surprisingly  late  was  a Greater  White-fronted 
Goose  at  B.L.N.W.R.  7-10  May  OR  JO).  A 
Tundra  Swan  lingered  at  Trench  L.,  Colfax  un- 
til 17  Apr  (ph.  DC);  farther  s.  were  an  ad.  at 
La  Joya  15  Mar  (DH)  and  2 imms.  at  Socorro 
until  25  Mar  QO,  JP).  Unexpected  was  a pair 
of  Wood  Ducks  in  a tree  at  Boone’s  Draw  5 
May  (CGL).  The  popular  Eurasian  Wigeon  at 
Albuquerque  was  last  seen  12  Mar  (ph.  JO). 
Single  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  were  at  Trench  L. 
2-18  Mar  (ph.  DC)  and  L.  David,  San  Miguel 
19  Mar  (WW).  West  of  usual  haunts  was  a 
Horned  Grebe  at  Acomita  L.,  Cibola  5 Mar 
(BN,  CR);  late  were  4 at  Stubblefield  L.  9 May 
(ph.  EW).  High  counts  for  Eared  Grebes  were 
950  at  Stinking  L.  13  May  (DS)  and  400  at 
Stubblefield  L.  1 May  (DC).  Early  for  the  nw. 
were  49  American  White  Pelicans  at  Bluewa- 


ter  L.  5 Mar  (CR);  persecution  of  pelicans 
continued  in  Eddy,  including  one  found  shot 
at  L.  Avalon  5 Mar  (SW).  Surprising  were  two 
Double-crested  Cormorant  nests  at  Clovis  27 
May  (CR),  a Cuny  first;  only  12  Double-crest- 
ed nests  and  no  Neotropic  Cormorant  nests 
were  in  the  San  Marcial  area  2 May  (RD). 

Up  to  3 American  Bitterns  were  noted  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  1 Mar-29  Apr  (GW,  WW,  JP,  CR) 
and  provided  the  only  reports.  Early  Least  Bit- 
terns were  singles  at  Bosque  22  Apr  (DH)  and 
B.L.N.W.R.  29  Apr  QP  CR);  in  May,  vocal 
Leasts  were  at  those  two  sites  plus  Clabber 
Hill  Ranch  in  e.  San  Miguel  and  the  Port  Sum- 
ner area  (m.ob.).  Pour  Great  Blue  Heron  nests 
on  the  Navajo  R.  n.  of  Duke  13  May  (DS)  es- 
tablished a new  breeding  locale;  two  nests 
were  at  Mule  Creek,  Grant  13  May  (EL), 
where  not  recently  reported.  Continuing  their 
expansionist  trend.  Great  Egrets  were  n.  to 
Colfax  (DC)  and  Quay  (CR)  and  w.  to  Grant 
(EL,  RS)  and  Elidalgo  (fide  AC).  A Tricolored 
Heron  at  Bosque  2 May  (GP)  furnished  the 
lone  report.  Annual  in  recent  years,  single  Yel- 
low-crowned Night-Herons  were  at  Luis 
Lopez  30  May  (ph.  JO),  B.L.N.W.R.  24  May  0- 
Montgomery,  GW),  and  Tatum  11  May  QP). 
An  ad.  White  Ibis  entertained  many  at 
B.L.N.W.R.  26  Apr-11  May  (GW  et  al.,  ph. 
CGL,  ph.  JO).  Now  an  expected  spring  mi- 
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grant,  Glossy  Ibis  reports  were  single  ads.  at 
Ute  L.  26-27  Apr  (ph.  DC),  Clovis  10-11  May 
QP,  NP),  Portales  11  May  QP),  Socorro  5 Apr 
(ph.  JO),  and  Belen  22-25  Apr  (ph.  JO,  PL, 
JP),  plus  an  apparent  hybrid  at  Belen  24  Apr 
(PL,  ph.  JO),  and  one  or  more  ads.  at  Bosque 
2-18  Apr  (m.ob.,  ph.JO). 

New  Mexico’s  breeding  Osprey  population 
numbered  18  pairs  by  Apr,  with  17  in  n.  Rio 
Arriba  and  one  in  McKinley  (DS).  White- 
tailed Kites  continued  at  two  Hidalgo  locales, 
with  3 s.  of  Hachita  3 Mar  (ph.  CGL)  and  one 
in  the  s.  Animas  Valley  13  May  (AC).  Very 
early  was  a Mississippi  Kite  near  Clovis  15 
Apr  (BO),  and  another  was  at  Albuquerque  29 
Apr  (BN);  May  brought  multiple  reports  from 
nine  counties  from  the  R.G.V.  eastward,  in- 
cluding 6 diving  on  phalaropes  at  Tucumcari 
L.  15  May  (WW)  and  a high  15  at  B.L.N.W.R. 
6 May  (CGL).  A Bald  Eagle  pair  was  nesting 
in  n.  Rio  Airiba  7-12  May,  but  the  nest  was 
abandoned  by  29  May  (DS).  Prior  to  2006, 
there  were  no  unquestioned  Gray  Hawk  re- 
ports in  New  Mexico  away  from  Grant  and 
Hidalgo,  this  due  largely  to  confusion  with 
Broad-winged  Hawk,  a regular  migrant 
through  cen.  and  e.  New  Mexico.  This  season, 
however,  produced  a well-described  ad.  Gray 
Hawk  at  R.S.  on  24  Apr  (DC)  and  again  8 QP) 
& 28  May  (SW).  In  the  R.G.V,  there  was  a 
possible  Gray  Hawk  near  San  Marcial  13  May 
QO),  an  apparent  ad.  on  Las  Animas  Cr.,  Sier- 
ra 22  Apr  (R.  Ketchum),  and  another  possible 
one  at  Mesilla  Park  13  Apr  QN);  in  the  sw, 
singles  were  at  the  Lower  Gila  Box  29  May 
(RF,  MW)  and  in  Guadalupe  Canyon  13  May 
(NM-C,  RAR).  Common  Black-Hawk  re- 
turned n.  to  Cochiti,  where  singles  were  seen 
on  9 Apr  (WH)  and  again  1 (MLW)  & 13  May 
(WH),  and  a pair  was  along  the  Pecos  R.  at 
Santa  Rosa  27  Apr  (RF);  in  the  e.,  one  was  on 
the  R.  Penasco  near  Mayhill  29  Apr  (CR),  and 
a nest  was  along  the  R.  Bonito  near  Lincoln  1 
May  (WW).  Two  Harris’s  Hawks  were  w.  of 
Tularosa  29  Apr  (CGL).  What  was  described 
as  a light-morph  ad.  Short-tailed  Hawk  was  at 
R.S.  24  Apr  (DC),  and  a possible  one  was  re- 
ported there  in  early  May;  the  species  was  first 
found  in  New  Mexico  in  2005.  The  earliest  re- 
port of  Swainson’s  Hawk  came  18  Mar,  near 
Roswell  (SW).  Unverified  in  New  Mexico,  an 
imm.  possible  White-tailed  Hawk  was  near 
Otis  22  Apr  (SW).  Zone-tailed  Hawks  in  un- 
usual locales  included  singles  at  Mesilla  1 1 & 
16  Mar  (CGL,  J.  Douglas),  Percha  28  May 
(ph.  BZ),  Bosque  16  Apr  (ph.  WH),  and  R.S. 
8-10  May  OF  ph.  JO);  a pair  was  incubating 
n.  to  Mills  Canyon  17  May  (HS).  Nicely  doc- 
umented was  a Harlan’s  Hawk  near  Mesilla  4 
& 7 Mar  (MS,  ph.  JZ,  CGL).  An  aerial  survey 
for  Golden  Eagles  in  ne.  New  Mexico  located 


Dwarfed  by  surrounding  Franklin's  Gulls,  this 
Little  Gull  at  Bosque  del  Apache  National  Wildlife 
Refuge,  Socorro  County  1 April  2006  provided  New 
Mexico's  fifth  record,  but  it  followed  the  fourth  by 
less  than  a year.  Photograph  by  Jerry  R.  Oldenettel. 

41  active  nests  plus  nine  additional  occupied 
territories  13-18  Mar  (DS);  prompting  the 
survey  was  concern  for  eagles  because  of  rap- 
idly proliferating  wind  farms.  A Crested 
Caracara  was  e.  of  Hermanas  25  Mar  (RM), 
and  another  was  at  San  Marcial  15-16  Apr  (JP 
et  al.,  ph.  JO,  ph.  WH);  these  2,  together  with 
one  at  Rodeo  in  Dec,  constitute  a remarkable 
surge  in  records.  Single  unbanded  subad. 
Aplomado  Falcons  were  on  Otero  Mesa  12 
Apr  (ph.  RR)  and  w.  of  Columbus  25  May 
(SOW). 

RAILS  THROUGH  OWLS 

A vocal  Black  Rail  heard  by  many  at  Clabber 
Hill  Ranch  below  Conchas  Dam  12-26  May 
(m.ob.,  v.r.  JO)  may  (finally)  provide  the 
state’s  first  verified  record.  Black-bellied 
Plover  made  a good  showing  in  the  east  29 
Apr-27  May,  including  6 each  at  Stubblefield 
L.  13  May  (DC)  and  Brantley  L.  10  May  QO). 
Two  American  Golden-Plovers  were  at  Dem- 
ing  5 May  (LM).  Snowy  Plovers  peaked  at  279 
at  B.L.N.W.R.  24  May  (GW);  high  count  at 
Brantley  L.  was  16  on  25  May  (RD).  Semi- 
palmated  Plovers  peaked  at  23  at  Stubblefield 
L.  26  Apr  (DC).  Solitary  Sandpipers  where  sel- 
dom reported  were  one  at  Carrizozo  20  Apr 
QO)  and  2 near  Hope  12  Apr  (WW).  Rarely 
detected  in  spring,  single  Upland  Sandpipers 
were  heard  at  B.L.N.W.R.  26  Apr  (GW)  and 
Boone’s  Draw  30  Apr  (JP).  Single  Whimbrels 
were  at  Stubblefield  L.  26  Apr  (DC),  Vermejo 
Ranch  13-14  May  (ph.  DC),  San  Antonio  6 
May  (S.  Santa  Ana,  M.  L.  Arthur),  and 
B.L.N.W.R.  25  Apr  (GW,  JO).  Always  a treat,  2 
Hudsonian  Godwits  were  at  Stubblefield  L.  22 
May  (ph.  DC),  and  one  was  at  Bosque  30 
Apr-2  May  (m.ob.,  ph.).  A remarkable  51 
Sanderlings  were  at  Springer  L.  13  May  (ph. 
DC);  elsewhere,  singles  were  at  B.L.N.W.R.  26 
Apr  and  3 May  (GW)  and  Brantley  L.  30  Apr 
(CR).  Small  numbers  of  Semipalmated  Sand- 
pipers were  in  the  east  20  Apr-19  May 


(m.ob.);  one  at  Bosque  was  westerly  24  & 29 
Apr  (MB,  JO).  White-rumped  Sandpipers  ar- 
rived 15  May;  high  counts  were  8 each  at  Tu- 
cumcari L.  15  & 27  May  QB,  WW,  JP,  JO)  and 
Springer  L.  19  May  (DC).  Noteworthy  for  the 
Jemez  Mts.  were  4 Stilt  Sandpipers  at  Bande- 
lier  N.M.  15  May  (SF,  ph.  S.  King). 

A Laughing  Gull  at  Clovis  11  May  QP)  was 
joined  by  another  23  (ph.  JB)  & 27  May  (CR). 
An  ad.  Little  Gull  at  Bosque  1 Apr  (ph.  JO) 
was  the  3rd  to  be  verified  in  New  Mexico.  A 
Heermann’s  Gull  at  the  I- 10  rest  area  in  s. 
Grant  28  Mar  (ph.  J.  Toll)  provided  New  Mex- 
ico’s 6th  overall  record.  High  count  for  Least 
Terns  at  the  new  Brantley  L.  colony  was  20  on 
24  May  (RD);  single  Leasts  wandered  to 
Bosque  Redondo  (JP)  and  Jal  L.  (JO)  27  May. 
High  count  for  Black  Terns  was  80  at  Sumner 
L.  12  May  QP)-  Five  Band-tailed  Pigeons  were 
early  at  Emory  Pass  31  Mar  QP)-  Eurasian 
Collared-Doves  were  conspicuous  statewide; 
nests  were  found  in  saltcedar  at  Radium 
Springs  (MS,  JZ)  and  cottonwood  at  R.S. 
(DG).  An  Inca  Dove  chick  at  Radium  Springs 
had  fledged  by  8 Mar  (MS,  JZ).  Single  Com- 
mon Ground-Doves  were  at  Bosque  17  May 
QB),  Clanton  Cienega  19  May  (AC,  NM-C), 


Taking  a break  at  the  eastbound  1-10  rest  area  in  southern 
Grant  County  28  March  2006,  this  Heermann's  Gull  provided 
New  Mexico's  sixth  record.  Photograph  by  Jerry  W.  Toll. 


and  Mesilla  Park  14-15  Mar  (CGL);  one  at  Las 
Cruces  since  Dec  laid  (but  abandoned)  single 
eggs  27  Apr  and  13  May  (DG).  A pair  of  Rud- 
dy Ground-Doves  was  s.  of  Mesilla  2-5  Mar 
(CGL,  MS,  ph.JZ,  ph.JO). 

Early  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  were  singles  at 
Cerrillos  7 May  (LS)  and  Bosque  9 May  (DH) 
and  2 at  R.S.  15  May  (SW);  noteworthy  were 
one  in  Canadian  R.  saltcedar  at  Mills  Canyon 
18  May  (HS),  2 near  Santa  Rosa  21  May 
(WW),  and  one  at  Sumner  Dam  26  May  (JO). 
One  to  2 Whiskered  Screech-Owls  were  at  the 
Indian  Cr.  trailhead  12-13  May  (CGL,  DU), 
the  2nd  consecutive  year  for  the  species  at 
that  Animas  Mts.  locale;  in  the  Pelondllo 
Mts.,  nine  Whiskered  territories  were  located 
in  Skeleton  Canyon  2-3  May  (SOW,  CLH). 
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Although  reported  almost  annually  in  New  Mexico, 

Harlan's  Hawk  is  rarely  well  documented  in  the  state. 

This  one  was  near  Mesilla,  Doha  Ana  County  4 March 
2006.  Photograph  by  James  E.  Zabriskie. 

Late  was  a Short-eared  Owl  at  Vermejo  Ranch 
13  May  (DC).  Up  to  3 Northern  Saw-whet 
Owls  responded  to  audio  lures  at  Sugarite  S.F 
13-14  Mar  (CAH). 

NIGHTHAWKS  THROUGH  SHRIKES 

Several  Lesser  Nighthawks  were  n.  to  Clabber 
Hill  Ranch  15  Apr  (WW).  Early  were  2 Com- 
mon Poorwills  found  injured  on  a road  at 
Carlsbad  Caverns  N.P  14-15  Mar  (MLW);  one 
was  singing  in  PO.  Canyon  by  25  Mar  (CDL). 
Far  n.,  a Whip-poor-will  was  singing  w.  of 
Dulce  13  May  (DS),  only  5 km  s.  of  the  Col- 
orado line;  others  in  the  n.  included  singles  at 
Bandelier  N.M.  4 & 11  May  (SF)  and  one  at 
Doc  Long  Campground,  Sandia  Mts.  29  Apr 
(BV).  A Chimney  Swift  was  w.  to  Clines  Cor- 
ners 5 May  (CR).  Two  apparent  Vaux’s  Swifts 
were  documented  at  Percha  24-25  Apr  (PL, 
ph.  JO,  MS,  ph.  JZ,  JP  MB);  if  photographs 
and  other  materials  prove  definitive,  another 
species  can  be  added  to  the  state  list.  Broad- 
billed Hummingbirds  n.  of  their  Guadalupe 
Canyon  stronghold  were  up  to  6 in  Skeleton 
Canyon  3 May  (SOW,  CLH),  and  singles  in 
PO.  Canyon  13  May  (CDL),  Cliff  16  Apr 
(SW),  and  L.  Roberts  2 May  OD-M);  one  that 
wintered  at  Carlsbad  was  still  present 
Mar-May  (SW).  Other  noteworthy  hummers 
included  a Blue-throated  in  Guadalupe 
Canyon  13  May  (NM-C,  RAR),  one  to  2 Mag- 
nificents  at  Cliff,  Silver  City,  L.  Roberts,  and 
Cherry  Creek  Campground  8 Apr-29  May 
(m.ob.),  up  to  15  Lucifers  in  PO.  Canyon  22 
& 30  May  (CDL),  a male  Anna’s  at  Santa  Fe  7- 
31  May  (Lois  Herrmann),  and  a Costa's  Hum- 
mingbird at  Las  Cruces  16  May  (DG).  Early 
Broad-taileds  were  a male  in  PO.  Canyon  1 
Mar  (CDL)  and  2 at  L.  Roberts  2 Mar  QD-M). 
Previously  unexpected  anywhere  in  New 
Mexico  in  spring,  both  Calliope  and  Rufous 
Hummingbirds  were  much  in  evidence  this 


season,  with  single  Calliopes  at  L.  Roberts  14 
Apr  QD-M),  Silver  City  12  May  [fide  DB),  and 
Deming  7 May  (LM),  plus  2 in  PO.  Canyon 
15  Apr  and  one  there  7 May  (CDL);  multiple 
Rufous  (especially  ad.  males)  passed  through 
PO.  Canyon  2 Mar-21  Apr  (CDL)  and  Radi- 
um Springs  16  Mar-23  Apr  (MS,  JZ),  and  sin- 
gles were  noted  at  Luis  Lopez  6-7  Apr  QO). 
Las  Cruces  2 Apr  (DG),  L.  Roberts  area  6 & 
30  Mar  (fide  DB),  with  2 at  Silver  City  12  Apr 
(fide  DB). 

A colony  of  7 or  more  Lewis’s  Woodpeck- 
ers was  in  pine  snags  at  Sugarite  S.P  16  Mar 
and  20-21  May  (CAH).  A pair  of  Gila  Wood- 
peckers was  in  the  G.B.A.  15  Apr-29  May 
(RS),  where  scarce.  A Yellow-bellied  Sapsuck- 
er  was  in  e.  San  Miguel  s.  of  Mosquero  16  Mar 
(ph.  MM);  late  was  a Red-naped  at  N.R.T.  10- 
12  May  QP)-  An  Arizona  Woodpecker  nest  in 
an  agave  stalk  at  PO.  Canyon  had  nestlings 
until  10  May,  when  they  apparently  fell  prey 
to  a Sonoran  Whipsnake  (CDL).  Very  early 
was  an  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  at  N.R.T.  20 
Apr  (WH).  An  apparent  Greater  Pewee  was  e. 
to  R.S.  17  May  (DG);  within  expected  range. 


Ruddy  Ground-Dove  has  occurred  annually  in  New  Mexico 
since  2002.  This  pair  was  near  Mesilla,  Doha  Ana  County 
2-5  (here  4)  March  2006.  Photograph  by  James  E.  Zabriskie. 


singles  were  singing  at  Cherry  Creek  Camp- 
ground 30  Apr  (D&MZ)  and  29  May  (BZ), 
and  3 were  in  the  Animas  Mts.  13  May  (CGL). 
Providing  an  unexpected  Doha  Ana  first  was  a 
Buff-breasted  Flycatcher  at  Mesilla  Park  7 
May  (ph.  JN).  Early  was  a Black  Phoebe  n.  to 
Stubblefield  L.  18  & 23  Mar  (DC).  An  Eastern 
Phoebe  pair  was  nest-building  at  Tucumcari 
16  Apr  (BO);  another  on  Pajarito  Cr.  near  Tu- 
cumcari 6 May  (CR)  was  suspected  of  breed- 
ing. The  Ash-throated  Flycatcher  that  win- 
tered at  Caballo  Dam  was  last  seen  18  Mar 
OP);  the  earliest  migrant  was  one  at  Redrock 
31  Mar  QP)-  Unexpected  in  spring  in  the  se., 
an  Eastern  Kingbird  was  at  Cass  Draw,  Eddy 
14  Apr  (BO).  Very  early  was  a Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher  at  Carlsbad  27  Mar  (T.  Hines);  be- 
yond normal  range  were  singles  near  Sumner 
L.  6 May  QP),  Galisteo  22  May  (L.  Howard), 


and  Rodeo  2 May  (S.  Kennedy).  An  imm. 
Northern  Shrike  at  Sugarite  S.P.  14  Mar 
(CAH)  provided  the  lone  report. 

VIREOS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

Single  singing  White-eyed  Vireos  were  at 
N.R.T.  5-6  May  (ph.  CGL,  JB,  JP)  and  Aguirre 
Spring,  Organ  Mts.  21  Apr  (M.  Powell).  Far  n. 
was  a singing  Bell’s  Vireo  at  Conchas  Dam  10- 
22  May  (CR,  NP,  MB,  JP,  WW);  another  was 
on  Otero  Mesa  near  Alamo  Mt.  21  Apr  (DG). 
A probable  Gray  Vireo  was  heard  in  Pinon 
Canyon,  Los  Pinos  Mts.  20  May  (HS),  a new 
locality  for  the  species;  up  to  5 were  in  Helm’s 
Valley,  s.  Oscura  Mts.  9 May  (CGL),  where 
also  present  in  2005.  Single  Yellow-throated 
Vireos  were  at  N.R.T.  30  Apr  (DH)  and  12-13 
May  QP)-  A Cassin’s  Vireo  at  Mesilla  Park  8 
Mar  (CGL)  likely  wintered  locally;  earliest 
migrants  arrived  at  multiple  locales  10-15  Apr 
(m.ob.).  At  least  2 Hutton’s  Vireos  were 
singing  at  Aguirre  Spring  9 Apr  (DG)  and  21 
May  (CGL).  Early  was  a Warbling  Vireo  in  the 
Peloncillo  Mts.  8 Apr  (CDL).  Red-eyed  Vireos 
made  a good  showing,  with  singles  s.  of  Mos- 
quero 12-13  May  (MM),  Santa  Rosa  21  May 
(WW),  N.R.T.  7 May  (NP,  MB,  JEP),  Cedar 
Crest  16  & 21  May  (CMB,  JP),  San  Andres 
Spring  18  May  (MEW),  and  Ropes  Spring, 
San  Andres  Mts.  26  May  (b.,  ph.  MEW,  DG). 
Three  Pinyon  Jays  were  e.  to  Ragland  Hill, 
Quay  28  May  (CR),  where  possibly  regular.  A 
Black-billed  Magpie  was  s.  to  Cerrillos  15 
May  (LS). 

Migrant  Purple  Martins  included  3 over  the 
Pecos  R.  at  Ribera  24  Apr  (WW)  and  2 over 
Las  Cruces  30  Apr  (DG).  At  Whites  City, 
Cave  Swallows  were  nesting  beside  Cliffs  on  a 
hotel  portal  29  Apr  (BF).  Two  Black-capped 
Chickadees  were  s.  to  Galisteo  30-31  May 
QB).  Mexican  Chickadee  is  casual  in  the  Pel- 
oncillo Mts.,  so  noteworthy  was  one  in  Clan- 
ton Canyon  2 Apr  (CRB).  Red-breasted 
Nuthatches  where  seldom  reported  included 
2 in  the  Oscura  Mts.  29  Apr  (CGL)  and,  in  the 
San  Andres  Mts.,  one  in  San  Nicholas  Canyon 
20  Apr  (CGL)  and  2 in  San  Andres  Canyon  18 
May  (MEW).  A vocal  Winter  Wren  in  Cimar- 
ron Canyon  1 Mar  (DC)  had  wintered  locally; 
one  in  the  G.B.A.  17  Mar  (RS)  provided  the 
only  additional  report.  Fire,  and  the  under- 
story clearing  resulting  from  threat  of  fire, 
have  obviously  benefited  breeding  Eastern 
Bluebirds  in  the  middle  R.G.V;  this  season 
found  nesting  pairs  at  Albuquerque  3 May, 
where  a male  was  feeding  a fledgling  17  May 
(DH),  at  Los  Lunas  27  Apr,  where  ads.  were 
feeding  3 fledglings  2 Jun  (DH),  and  near 
Abeytas  16  May,  where  2 fledglings  were  fed 
24  May  (DH,J.  Galloway).  Seldom  identified 
in  migration,  a Veery  was  at  N.R.T.  16  May 
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(NP,  MB).  Early  were  single  Swainson’s 
Thrushes  at  Pep  29  Apr  OB),  R.S.  29-30  Apr 
(D.  Krueper),  and  Corrales  30  Apr  (BV).  A 
Wood  Thrush  at  the  Conchas  L.  golf  course 


Although  Vaux's  Swift  almost  certainly  migrates  through 
southwestern  New  Mexico,  verification  has  proven  elusive. 

It  is  hoped  the  multiple  photographs  and  videotape  of 
two  seen  and  heard  at  Percha  State  Park,  Sierra  County 
24  (here)  and  2S  April  2006  will  finally  prove  definitive. 

Photograph  by  James  E.  Zabriskie. 

13  May  QP.  NP,  CR)  provided  a local  first;  an- 
other visited  N.R.T.  19  & 21  May  (ph.  MB, 
NP,  JB).  Scarce  in  the  w.,  single  Gray  Catbirds 
were  at  Mangas  Springs  1 1 Apr  (fide  DB)  and 
Denting  12  May  (CGL);  one  was  in  the  San 
Andres  Mts.  26  May  (b.,  ph.  MEW,  DG).  Late 
for  the  s.  was  a Sage  Thrasher  at  Lake  Valley 
27  May  (SOW).  Brown  Thrashers  where  sel- 
dom noted  were  singles  at  Cerrillos  29  Apr 
(LS)  and  on  Otero  Mesa  near  Hat  Ranch  30 
May  (DG).  Unusual  was  a Curve-billed 
Thrasher  nest  in  a nest  box  at  Rio  Rancho  2 
Apr  (ph.  M.  Frentzel);  far  n.,  a Curve-billed  at 
Aztec  25  Mart-  (W.  McNall,  ph.  J.  Rees)  pro- 
vided a San  Juan  first.  Two  Crissal  Thrashers 
persisted  at  Tesuque  through  17  Mar  (S.  Tan- 
ner). At  least  one  Sprague’s  Pipit  was  still  in  n. 
Jornada  del  Muerto  grasslands  e.  of  San  Anto- 
nio 25  Mar  QP);  another  was  in  grasslands 
near  Hope  12  Apr  (WW). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  TANAGERS 

On  the  warbler  front,  a male  Blue-winged 
Warbler  was  at  Socorro  14  May  (sketch  by 
PB).  Two  Orange-crowned  Warblers  at  Mesil- 
la  Park  8 Mar  (CGL)  probably  wintered  local- 
ly; earliest  migrants  were  singles  in  the  Pelon- 
cillo  Mts.  26  Mar  (CDL)  and  near  Cliff  31  Mar 
(LM).  Lucy’s  Warblers  returned  to  recently 
colonized  R.S.,  where  up  to  5 were  singing  24 
Apr  (DG),  and  others  were  noted  through 
May.  A good  Northern  Panila  season  found 
one  to  2 at  seven  sites  from  the  R.G.V.  east- 
ward 15  Apr-25  May  (m.ob.),  including  one 
at  Three  Rivers  Canyon,  Lincoln  28  Apr  (CR); 


w.  was  one  at  Deming  26  Apr  (LM).  Other 
noteworthy  warblers  were  a Yellow  singing  at 
Percha  by  18  Mar  QP),  a male  Chestnut-sided 
at  R.S.  7 May  (DR),  single  Black-throated 
Blues  at  Sumner  L.  30  Apr  Q-  Osterhouse), 
Albuquerque  3 May  (DH),  and  N.R.T.  15  May 
QB,  WW),  and  a Black- throated  Gray  e.  to 
N.R.T.  20  Apr  (WH).  A male  Hermit  Warbler 
was  e.  to  Percha  22  Apr  (CGL),  and  4 were  in 
the  Animas  Mts.  13  May  (CGL).  Among  the 
rarities  were  a Blackburnian  Warbler  at 
N.R.T.  23-25  May  (NP,  GF,  JB),  single  Yellow- 
throated  Warblers  at  Katfish  Kove,  Luna  15 
Apr  (DB  et  al.)  and  N.R.T.  15  May  QB,  WW), 
a male  Bay-breasted  Warbler  at  Farmington 
16  May  (fide  A.  Nelson),  and  single  Blackpoll 
Warblers  at  R.S.  14  Apr  (SW)  and  N.R.T.  2 
May  (BF).  The  Pine  Warbler  that  wintered  at 
Socorro  was  last  seen  14  Mar  Q-  Dunn,  fide 
JO).  One  to  2 Black-and-white  Warblers  were 
at  nine  sites  from  the  R.G.V.  eastward  16 
Apr-28  May;  w.  was  one  in  the  Animas  Mts. 
13  May  (DU).  Single  American  Redstarts  were 
at  Quarai  13  May  (fide  HS),  Socorro  10-13 
May  (GF;  BN),  and  Percha  26  May  (CGL),  and 
2 were  at  Galisteo  29  May  QB);  at  N.R.T.,  one 
or  more  were  present  3-28  May  (m.ob.).  A 
Worm-eating  Warbler  was  at  R.S.  6 May  (DR, 
GF);  undetailed  was  another  at  N.R.T.  17  May 
(L.  Gorbet).  Single  Ovenbirds  were  at  N.R.T. 
19,  21,  & 25  May  (NP,  JB)  and  Boone’s  Draw 
29  Apr  QB)  and  4-5  May  (ph.  CGL).  An  ap- 
parent Louisiana  Waterthrush  was  described 
at  R.S.  7 May  (CRB).  Single  Kentucky  War- 
blers were  at  N.R.T.  7 May  (NP,  JP)  and  Angel 
Fire  10-16  May  (ph.  EW,  ph.  P.  Monk,  DC). 
Single  Hooded  Warblers  were  at  Albu- 
querque’s Kirtland  A.EB.  5 May  (JP),  Socorro 
12-13  May  (BN,  ph.  JO),  Bosque  28-30  Apr 
(NP,  MB,  ph,JO,  MS,  JZ),  and  Roswell  3 May 
(window-killed;  GW);  another  was  w.  to  the 
Animas  Mts.  13  May  (DU),  the  2nd  consecu- 
tive year  at  that  locale.  Summer  Tanagers 
were  n.  to  the  Canadian  R.  basin,  including  3 
at  Mills  Canyon  18  May  (HS)  and  10  s.  of 
Mosquero  12-13  May  (MM).  Single  Scarlet 
Tanagers  were  at  Socorro  10  May  (GF)  and 
Luis  Lopez  22  May  QO). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A female  Eastern  Towhee  was  at  N.R.T.  4-6 
May  (ph.  CGL,  JP,  JB).  Two  Field  Sparrows 
were  near  Milnesand  9 Apr  (CR),  where  the 
species  is  likely  regular  in  winter;  another 
was  at  R.S.  6 May  (GF).  Black-throated  Spar- 
rows invaded  the  Caja  del  Rio  area  w.  of  San- 
ta Fe,  where  11  were  singing  6 May  (MR), 
and  3 were  singing  at  the  base  of  Tetilla  Peak 
13  May  (YTH).  Surprising  were  up  to  5 Grass- 
hopper Sparrows  singing  in  alfalfa  near  Cliff 
23  May  (MF).  A Baird’s  Sparrow  was  in  Bullis 


Canyon  grasslands  sw.  of  Hope  12  Apr 
(WW).  Single  reddish  Fox  Sparrows  were  at 
Santa  Fe  1 Apr  (D.  LaCoss)  and  Albuquerque 
26  Mar  (BV);  a slate-colored  one  was  at 
G.B.A.  24  & 31  Mar  (RS).  Late  for  the  s.  were 
4 Lincoln’s  Sparrows  at  Clanton  Cienega  19 
May  (AC,  NM-C);  2 lingered  at  N.R.T.  28 
May  (CR).  Also  late  were  single  White- 
throated  Sparrows  at  Conchas  L.  13  May  QR 
NP,  CR)  and  Tucumcari  15  May  (WW).  The 
wintering  Harris’s  Sparrow  at  Luis  Lopez  was 
last  seen  30  Apr  OO)^  while  the  wintering 
one  at  Bosque  attained  breeding  plumage  and 
was  singing  1-2  May  (GF);  another  bright  ad. 
was  at  Albuquerque  30  Apr-3  May  (BN). 
Very  early  was  a dark-lored  White-crowned 
Sparrow  at  Silver  City  3 Mar  (ph.  DZ).  Single 
Golden-crowned  Sparrows  were  at  Escondida 
26  Apr  (DH),  near  Gila  Cliff  Dwellings  4 May 
(fide  DB),  n.  of  Cliff  30  Apr  and  10  May  (MF, 
DZ),  and  at  Silver  City  22  Apr  (ph.  DZ). 
Eight  Lapland  Longspurs  were  at  Ruby 
Ranch  n.  of  Las  Vegas  19  Mar  (WW),  where 
there  were  400  Chestnut-collareds  the  same 
day;  late  were  6 Chestnut-collareds  at  Milne- 
sand 9 Apr  (CR). 

Northern  Cardinals  continued  to  appear  n. 
of  historic  range,  including  single  males  at 
Silver  City  7 May  (ph.  DZ),  Albuquerque’s 
South  Valley  4 May  (DH),  and  Corrales  7 May 
(CR);  singles  were  at  Tucumcari  17  Apr  (BO) 
and  28  May  (CR),  and  2 were  on  Pajarito  Cr. 


One  of  two  reported  in  New  Mexico  this  season,  this  Crested 
Caracara  frequented  a field  at  San  Acacia,  Socorro  County  15- 
16  (here  16)  April  2006.  There  are  now  about  a dozen  credi- 
ble reports  for  the  state.  Photograph  by  William  H.  Howe. 

near  Tucumcari  6 May  (CR).  Single  Pyrrhu- 
loxias  were  n.  to  N.R.T.  11  Apr  (SOW)  and 
Milnesand  9 Apr  (CR);  in  the  R.G.V,  a pair 
was  at  Los  Lunas  12-14  Mar  (T.  Hill),  and  one 
to  3 were  at  Bosque  Mar-May.  The  crowd- 
pleasing Yellow  Grosbeak  continued  in  Albu- 
querque’s University  area  (m.ob.),  where  it 
was  heard  singing  26  Mar  and  23  Apr  (JP) 
and  was  last  seen  1 May.  A fine  showing  by 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  produced  reports 
from  12  sites  in  10  counties  from  the  R.G.V 
eastward  25  Apr-24  May,  plus  singles  in 
Grant  8 & 13  May  and  2 or  more  in  Hidalgo 
7-20  May  (m.ob.).  Most  unusual  was  a fe- 
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male-plumaged  Black-headed  Grosbeak  in  the 
Peloncillo  Mts.  3 Mar,  where  the  first  mi- 
grants did  not  arrive  until  21  Apr  (CDL).  Sin- 
gle Varied  Buntings  in  Slaughter  Canyon  7 
May  (CGL)  and  Walnut  Canyon  17  May 
(DG)  were  the  only  reports.  Noteworthy  was 
a male  Painted  Bunting  at  Alamogordo  7-8 
May  (H.  Reiser);  a female  was  w.  to 
Guadalupe  Canyon  13  May  (RAR).  Dickcis- 
sels  in  obscure  locales  were  singles  e.  of  Coy- 
ote, Rio  Arriba  23  Apr  (].  Wright)  and  in  w. 
Catron  22  May  (W.  Thurber). 

Single  Bobolinks  were  at  Ghost  Ranch  13 
May  (W.  Picaro),  near  N.R.T.  15  May  (A.  Fen- 
ner), and  at  B.L.N.W.R.  17  May  (GW).  North 
and  at  a high  elevation  was  a singing  Eastern 
Meadowlark  near  Black  L.,  Colfax  20  May  (v.r. 
DC).  Apparently  persisting  from  winter,  4 
Rusty  Blackbirds  were  at  Ute  L.  15  Mar,  and 
at  least  one  was  there  25  Mar  (ph.  DC);  an- 
other was  s.  of  Mesllla  3 Mar  (ph.  CGL). 
Bronzed  Cowbirds  continued  to  increase  in 
range  and  numbers,  including  n.  in  the  Tu- 
larosa  Valley  to  Carrizozo  (ph.  JO)  and  Three 


Arizona 


Rivers  (CR);  n.  in  the  e.  plains  were  one  near 
Tucumcari  15  May  (WW),  3 at  Ned  Houk 
Park  near  Clovis  10  May  QP)'  and  one  at 
Boones  Draw  10  May  QP,  NP).  Unseasonal 
was  a male  Bullock’s  Oriole  found  dead  at 
Carlsbad  6 Mar  (SW).  A male  Baltimore  Ori- 
ole was  at  B.L.N.W.R.  6-7  May  (ph.  CGL, 
GF),  and  a young  female  was  in  Guadalupe 
Canyon  13  May  (NM-C).  Last  of  the  world- 
famous  Sandia  Crest  rosy-finches  was  a small 
three-species  flock  13  Apr,  plus  a lone  Black 
19-20  Apr  (fide  K.  Schneider);  at  the  close  of 
the  2005-2006  banding  season  25  Mar,  221 
Blacks,  44  Brown-cappeds,  and  33  Gray- 
crowneds  had  been  banded  (N.  Cox  et  ah). 
Notable  were  3 Cassin’s  Finches  near  Alamo 
Spring,  Otero  Mesa  29  Apr  (DG).  Late  Pine 
Siskins  included  2 at  N.R.T.  28  May  (CR),  one 
at  R.S.  28  May  (SW),  one  banded  in  the  San 
Andres  Mts.  26  May  (MEW,  DG),  and  5 at 
Ratfish  Rove  31  May  (LM). 

Initialed  observers:  Pat  Basham,  Jonathan 
Batkin,  Matt  Baumann,  David  Beatty,  Charles 


R.  Britt,  Celestyn  M.  Brozek,  David  Cleary, 
Alan  Craig,  Joan  Day-Martin,  Robert  Doster, 
Stephen  Fettig,  Randy  Floyd,  Bernard  Foy, 
Gary  Froehlich,  Make  Fugagli,  David  Griffin, 
David  Hawksworth,  Charles  L.  Hayes, 
William  Howe,  Charles  A.  Hundertmark,  Paul 
Lehman,  Eugene  Lewis,  Carroll  D.  Littlefield, 
Carl  G.  Lundblad,  Martin  MacRoberts,  Larry 
Malone,  Ray  Meyer,  Narca  Moore-Craig,  Josh 
Nemeth,  Bruce  Neville,  Jerry  Oldenettel, 
Bruce  Ostyn,  John  Parmeter,  Nicholas  Peder- 
son, Ross  Rasmussen,  Mary  Ristow,  David 
Roemer,  Rose  Ann  Rowlett,  Christopher  Rus- 
tay,  Lawry  Sager,  Hart  Schwarz,  Marcy  Scott, 
Roland  Shook,  Dale  Stahlecker,  David  Utter- 
back,  Brad  Vaughn,  Gordon  Warrick,  Mark  L. 
Watson,  Mara  E.  Weisenberger,  Steve  West, 
William  West,  Elton  Williams,  S,  O.  Williams, 
James  Zabriskie,  Barry  Zimmer,  Dale  & Mari- 
an Zimmerman.  1$ 


Sartor  0.  Williams  III,  Southwest  Natural  History  Insti- 
tute, 1819  Meadowview  Drive  NW,  Albuquerque,  NM 
87104-2511,  (sunbittern@earthlink.net) 


Mark  M.  Stevenson  (Non-Passerines) 
Gary  H.  Rosenberg  (Passerines) 


Drought  conditions  worsened  through- 
out the  state,  ranging  in  status  from 
“moderate  drought”  in  the  north  and 
west  to  “exceptional  drought”  across  much  of 
southeastern  Arizona.  As  a result  of  the  dry 
conditions,  migrants  were  concentrated  into 
irrigated  and  riparian  areas.  Several  Glossy 


Ibis  were  reported,  and  Black-capped  Gnat- 
catchers  continued  to  spread.  A few  individ- 
ual migrants  of  a wide  variety  of  species  ap- 
peared on  both  early  and  late  dates. 

Abbreviations:  A.B.C.  (Arizona  Bird  Commit- 
tee), A.V.S.T.P.  (Avra  Valley  STP),  B.T.A. 
(Boyce-Thompson  Arboretum),  C.S.L.  (Cow 
Springs  L.),  G.W.R.  (Gilbert  Water  Ranch), 
H.R.P.  (Hassayampa  R.  Preserve),  L.C.R.V. 
(lower  Colorado  R.  valley),  N.I.R.  (Navajo  In- 
dian Reservation),  P.L.S.P.  (Patagonia  Lake 
S.P.),  S.P.R.  (San  Pedro  R.),  Sweetwater 
(Sweetwater  Wetlands,  Tucson),  Whitewater 
(Whitewater  Draw  W.A.). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  CRANE 

The  wintering  Fulvous  Whistling-Duck  in 
Scottsdale  was  last  reported  on  31  Mar.  A 
Greater  White-fronted  Goose  at  C.S.L.  23  Apr 
(CL)  was  a first  for  spring  on  the  N.I.R.  Cana- 
da Geese  with  goslings  at  G.W.R.  6 May  (C. 
Ross)  and  near  Tempe  Town  L.  13  May  (D. 
Stuart)  represented  6th  and  7th  Maricopa 
nesting  records.  Mexican  Ducks  were  report- 
ed n.  to  Maricopa  again,  with  one  in  Arlington 
25  Apr  (TC)  and  a pair  with  juvs.  at  Rio  Sala- 
do  28  May  (TG).  At  RL.S.R,  a Common  Mer- 
ganser stayed  on  into  summer  (SH).  A late 


migrant  Red-breasted  Merganser  was  on 
Fountain  Hills  L.  4 May  (ph.  KR). 

Tucson’s  2 Least  Grebes  were  present 
throughout  the  season  (m.ob.);  none  were  re- 
ported elsewhere.  Late  were  4 Western  Grebes 
at  Willcox  6 May  (DS),  one  there  21  May 
(DS),  and  one  that  stayed  into  summer  at 
RL.S.R  0-  Yerger).  At  Roosevelt  L.  and  San 
Carlos  L.,  a die-off  of  Aechmophoms  grebes 
noted  in  Apr  Q-  Estis)  had  apparently  ended 
by  May.  Clark’s  Grebes  were  seen  singly  at 
A.V.S.T.P  6 Mar  0-  Bock),  Willcox  27  Apr 
(KK),  and  Saguaro  L.  13  May  (TC).  “Quite  a 
few”  were  on  Alamo  L.  4 May  (TC),  where 
they  are  not  known  to  nest.  American  White 
Pelicans  at  Willcox  1 Apr  (P.  Santinello)  were 
early  migrants.  Accidental  in  spring,  single 
Brown  Pelicans  were  at  RL.S.R  28  Apr-2  May 
(SH)  and  Tucson  23  May  (DS).  Neotropic 
Cormorants  continue  to  be  numerous  in 
greater  Phoenix.  Numbers  reported  at  P.L.S.P. 
peaked  at  6 (SH),  and  one  strayed  n.  to  Dead 
Horse  Ranch  S.R  15-21  Apr  (P  Rhoads,  R 
Norton).  At  Greer,  up  to  100  Double-crested 
Cormorants  and  30  nests  were  seen  on  19  Apr 
(TC);  cormorant  nesting  is  a recent  phenom- 
enon in  the  White  Mt.  region.  No  fewer  than 
40  Double-crested  Cormorants  were  at  Wil- 
low Creek  Res.  17  May  (TC);  the  species  had 
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been  considered  uncommon  at  best  in  the 
Prescott  area. 

A new  heronry  of  nearly  60  Great  Blue 
Heron  nests  was  active  along  the  Gila  R.  near 
Dysart  Rd.  in  Phoenix  in  Mar  (TC).  Casual  in 
spring,  an  ad.  Little  Blue  Heron  was  a good 
find  at  Rio  Salado  26  May+  (TG).  Cattle 
Egrets  were  seen  in  high  breeding  plumage  in 
the  Arlington  Valley  20  Apr  (PD).  Arizona 
joined  other  w.  states  in  having  multiple  re- 
ports of  Glossy  Ibis  this  spring.  Singles  were 
at  Rio  Rico  23  Apr  (ph.  SF,  DS),  Holbrook  7 
May  (KP,  ph.  L.  Gardella),  and  Willcox  21 
May  (ph.  O.  Niheuis).  If  accepted,  they  would 
double  the  number  of  Arizona  records.  At 
least  one  of  these  birds  showed  plumage  fea- 
tures not  described  by  field  guides;  the  range 
of  normal  variation  in  this  species  is  not  well 
described.  All  documented  Arizona  reports  of 
Glossy  Ibis  will  be  reviewed  by  the  A.B.C. 
White-faced  Ibis  arrived  on  the  early  dates  of 
22  Mar  at  Tumacacori  (DT)  and  31  Mar  at 
C.S.L.  (CL). 

Furthering  the  recent  increase  in  reports  of 
White-tailed  Kites,  up  to  14  were  seen  in  s. 
Arizona.  A real  surprise  was  one  near  Becker 
L.  8-31  May  (C.  & S.  Wood,  ph.  H.  Bond); 
there  are  scant  few  records  from  n.  of  the 
Mogollon  Rim.  Nesting  kites  were  noted  at 
two  sites  along  the  upper  S.P.R.  in  Apr  (MM, 
EW),  where  one  nest  failed.  A Mississippi  Kite 
near  Bowie  20  May  (B.  Zimmer)  was  away 
from  known  nesting  areas.  The  Arizona  range 
of  Gray  Hawk  has  been  expanding  slowly.  One 
was  seen  again  n.  to  H.R.P.  10  Apr-5  May  (M. 
Lawrence, /ide  TC).  In  eastside  Huachuca  Mt. 
canyons,  a pair  attempted  to  build  a nest  in 
lower  Ramsey  Canyon  in  Apr  (]&MH),  one 
was  seen  in  lower  Miller  Canyon  7-14  May  (C. 
Melton),  and  2 were  over  Beatty’s  on  28-29 
May  (W.  Howe).  These  and  another  above  the 
head  of  Sycamore  Canyon,  Santa  Cruz  16 
May-1-  (DS)  were  away  from  typical  habitat.  A 
Harris’s  Hawk  in  Sierra  Vista  24  Apr  (EW)  was 
also  away  from  typical  habitat.  At  H.R.P.,  a sin- 
gle Red-shouldered  Hawk  was  noted  through 
May  (TC).  Reports  of  migrant  Broad- winged 
Hawks  were  above  average,  with  singles  at 
Morgan  City  Wash  9 Apr  (TC),  near  the 
mouth  of  Tonto  Cr.  16  Apr  (IT.  Magarian),  at 
Sheeps  Crossing  in  the  White  Mts.  20  Apr 
(TC),  and  in  Oak  Cr.  Canyon  26  Apr  (C. 
Holm).  In  the  Chiricahua  Mts.,  single  Short- 
tailed Hawks  were  seen  13-20  Apr  in  S.  Fork 
(A.  Grenon  et  al,  fide  RW)  and  17  May-t  in 
Barfoot  Park  (DJ),  where  they  have  been  regu- 
lar in  small  numbers  since  1999.  A Swainson’s 
Hawk  was  reported  from  Hereford  on  the  ear- 
ly date  of  13  Mar  (MM).  Crested  Caracaras 
were  reported  again  from  the  Santa  Cruz  Flats 
and  from  Sahuarita  31  Mar  (E.  Post),  Amado 


11  Apr  (D.  Barker),  and  Patagonia  2 May  (T. 
Arny),  all  away  from  their  core  range.  A lone 
Sandhill  Crane  was  seen  again  at  Luna  L.  30 
May-!-  0-  Videle). 

PLOVERS  THROUGH  WOODPECKERS 

Shorebird  habitat  was  in  short  supply 
statewide  due  to  the  prolonged  drought.  Even 
so,  birds  did  not  seem  to  be  very  concentrated 
in  the  available  areas.  Casual  spring  migrants, 
single  Black-bellied  Plovers  were  at  Willcox  6 
Apr  (REW)  and  El  Mirage  16  Apr  (BG).  The 
only  Snowy  Plover  reported  was  at  Willcox  12 
May  (KK).  In  appropriate  nesting  habitat  near 
Springerville,  up  to  five  pairs  of  Mountain 
Plovers  were  noted  30  Mart-  (T.  Bayless,  TC). 
A Solitary  Sandpiper  at  Yuma  4-17  Mar  (ph. 
HD  et  al.)  was  a month  early.  A Willet  in 
Flagstaff  6 Apr  (|C)  was  also  early.  Whimbrel 
is  a casual  migrant  away  from  the  Yuma  area, 
so  15  among  curlews  at  Paloma  Ranch  on  16 
Apr  (BG)  and  4 in  Arlington  on  23  Apr  (PD) 
were  surprising.  Sanderling  reports  comprised 
2 at  C.S.L.  on  28  Apr  (CL),  one  at  Willcox  30 
Apr-3  May  (SH),  and  6 at  Willcox  2 May  (tM. 
Smith  et  al).  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  is  casu- 
al in  spring;  the  only  documented  report  came 
from  A.VS.T.E  1-7  May  (ph.  DS).  A report  of  2 
White-rumped  Sandpipers  at  Willcox  on  the 
very  early  date  of  25  Apr  (tJ&MH)  will  be  re- 
viewed by  the  A.B.C.;  they  are  essentially  un- 
known in  the  West  before  mid-May.  A Dunlin 
at  A.VS.T.E  1-6  Mar  (PK)  may  have  wintered 
locally,  while  singles  at  Willcox  2 May  (M. 
Smith  et  al.)  and  G.W’.R.  11-12  May  (D.  Pear- 
son et  al.)  were  migrants.  Stilt  Sandpipers  are 
casual  spring  migrants  in  Arizona.  Singles 
were  reported  from  Palo  Verde  16  Apr  (BG), 
Arlington  20  Apr  (C.  Green),  and  G.W.R.  21- 
25  Apr  (M.  Moore).  Record  early  on  the  N.I.R., 
a Long-billed  DovHtcher  was  at  C.S.L.  6 Mar 
(CL).  Thirty  Red-necked  Phalaropes  at  Gila 
Bend  S.T.E  13  May  (T.  McCarthey)  was  a large 
flock  for  spring.  A Red  Phalarope  at  Willcox 
23-24  Apr  (KK,  ph.  R.  Carlson)  was  a casual 
migrant. 

Migrant  gulls  were  relatively  sparsely  re- 
ported. A Heermann’s  Gull  at  Amado  S.T.E  26 
Apr  (KK)  was  casual.  Outstanding  was  a 
Sabine’s  Gull  at  Willcox  31  Mar-6  Apr  (R. 
Laager,  ph.  E D.  Hulce),  likely  the  earliest  of 
the  few  spring  records  for  the  state.  Least 
Terns  put  in  another  good  showing,  with  10 
reported,  all  in  May  in  the  south.  Given  that 
the  species  is  considered  casual  in  spring,  the 
tally  of  53  Black  Terns  at  Willow  Cr.  Res.  16 
May  (TC)  was  a surprise. 

The  novelty  of  Eurasian  Collared-Doves 
has  long  since  worn  off  in  Arizona,  but  one 
found  at  the  Grand  Canyon  South  Rim  Village 
13  May  (C.  Tepper)  and  one  in  a ponderosa 


pine  forest  on  A-1  Mt.  17  May  (C.  Nunes) 
were  away  from  typical  habitat.  The  winter 
plethora  of  Ruddy  Ground-Doves  spilled  over 
into  spring.  Two  males  were  n.  to  Montezuma 
Well  12  Apr  QC  et  al).  The  latest  reports  in- 
cluded up  to  2 along  the  S.P.R.  s.  of  Hwy.  90 
(SH,  R.  Romea),  2 at  Red  Rock  (D.  Jenness, 
m.ob.)  through  May,  and  a pair  at  Kino 
Springs,  where  singing  was  heard  and  one  was 
collecting  nesting  material  14  May  (ph.  DS). 
There  are  no  prior  nesting  records  for  se.  Ari- 
zona, and  a nest  has  yet  to  be  found  in  the 
United  States.  A Yellow-billed  Guckoo  along 
Willow  Cr.  29  May  (CST)  provided  one  of  few 
local  records  in  the  past  decade. 

A Northern  Saw- whet  Owl  was  heard  13 
May  at  Slate  Creek  Divide  (TC),  where  they 
are  seldom  detected.  A few  early  Lesser 
Nighthawks  were  seen  in  Tucson  beginning 
16  Mar  (C.  Danforth,  L.  Camburn).  A Com- 
mon Poorwill  was  early  in  the  Huachuca  Mt. 
foothills  13  Mar  (EW),  and  a migrant  in  a 
Tolleson  yard  16  Apr  (BG)  was  unusual,  as 
they  are  seldom  seen  away  from  nesting  areas. 
At  the  Oro  Blanco  Mine  site  near  California 
Gulch,  up  to  3 Buff-Collared  Nightjars  were 
present  2 May-t  (M.  Kehl,  KK,  DS).  Also  early 
were  single  Vaux’s  Swifts  at  Phoenix  6 Apr  (E. 
Latturner),  Willcox  6 Apr  (C.  Gathers), 
G.W.R.  8 Apr  (B.  Winterfield),  and  Tucson  14 
Apr  (|.  Bock). 

Hummingbird  numbers  remained  down  in 
se.  Arizona;  Beatty  served  only  one-third  the 
expected  amount  of  nectar  in  Miller  Canyon, 
and  Jasper  noted  numbers  of  Blue-throated 
down  75%  in  the  Chiricahua  Mts.  Two  Broad- 
billed Hummingbirds  in  Morgan  City  Wash  9 
Apr  (TC)  were  n.  of  their  range.  A pair  nest- 
ed again  at  B.T.A.  5 May-r  (D.  Green),  and  a 
nest  was  found  2-26  May  in  Portal  (DJ), 
where  the  species  is  rare.  White-eared  Hum- 
mingbirds returned  to  eastside  Huachuca  Mt. 
canyons  14  Apr-i-,  with  one  in  Ramsey 
Canyon  14-23  Apr  (R.  Romea,  ph.  L. 
Williams)  and  up  to  3 in  Miller  Canyon  (TB). 
Reports  of  a single  male  at  several  locations  in 
Madera  Canyon  25  Apr-25  May  (J.  Gebler,  J. 
Murray,  ph.  J.  Prudente)  may  have  involved 
more  than  one  individual.  A Berylline  Hum- 
mingbird captured  at  Ramsey  Canyon  Pre- 
serve 12  Apr  (fide  R.  Romea)  had  been  band- 
ed there  the  year  before.  Higher  up  the 
canyon,  one  was  seen  16  Apr  (JH).  Hybrid 
hummingbirds  resembling  Berylline  Hum- 
mingbirds were  seen  again  in  Ash  and  Miller 
Canyons  (W.  Wallraven,  TB).  Violet-crowned 
Hummingbirds  were  nesting  in  a Bisbee  yard 
on  the  incredibly  early  date  of  12  Mar  (M. 
Turisk);  nests  are  seldom  seen  before  mid- 
May  in  Arizona.  A Violet-crowned  strayed  n. 
to  Tucson  31  May  (H.  Hope).  A Plain-capped 
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Starthroat  reported  in  Florida  Wash  below 
Madera  Canyon  on  the  early  date  of  28  May 
(tj.  & D.  Chappel)  will  be  reviewed  by  the 

A. B.C.  Lucifer  Hummingbirds  returned  to 
eastside  Huachuca  Mt.  canyons  in  numbers  in 
early  Apr  (MJB,  TB,  RBJ&MH,  R Sockness), 
and  a few  were  in  the  Portal  area  (fide  DJ). 
Calliope  Hummingbird  is  rare  in  the  L.C.R.V; 
one  was  seen  m Yuma  1 Apr  (HD),  and  2 
more  were  there  22-26  Apr  (ph.  HD).  Late 
Calliopes  were  seen  in  Portal  26  May  (M. 
Decker)  and  Paradise  28  May  (J.  Lewis). 

Up  to  6 Elegant  Trogons  were  found  in 
Humboldt  Canyon,  Patagonia  Mts.,  but  nest 
sites  continued  to  elude  searchers  (T.  Arny  M. 
Brown,  J.  Stewart).  Rarely  seen  in  the  low- 
lands in  migration,  a male  trogon  was  along 
the  upper  S.P.R.  5-7  May  (R.  Thompson,  1. 
Field).  Single  Green  Kingfishers  at  three  sep- 
arate locations  along  the  upper  S.P.R.  (T. 
Chornock,  MM,  SH)  were  the  only  ones  re- 
ported. A female  Williamson’s  Sapsucker  at 

B. T.A.  23  Apr  (ph.  M.  Van  Dewater,  P Lowe) 
was  a surprising  lowland  migrant,  and  a male 
was  a late  migrant  in  the  Chiricahua  Mts.  18 
May  (REW).  A Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  put 
in  a rare/late  appearance  in  lower  Miller 
Canyon  14  May  (ph.  C.  Melton).  Rounding 
out  the  late  sapsuckers,  a Red-naped  was  m 
the  Chiricahua  Mts.  25  May  (DJ).  Downy 
Woodpeckers  are  seldom  seen  s.  of  the 
Mogollon  Run;  reports  came  from  the  Santa 
Catalina  Mts.  16  Mar  (tD.  Palmer)  and  Slate 
Creek  Divide  13  May  (TC).  A Hairy  Wood- 
pecker in  the  Patagonia  Mts.  in  May  (M. 
Brown)  was  away  from  known  nesting  areas. 

FLYCATCHERS  THROUGH 
THRASHERS 

A Western  Wood-Pewee  in  French  Joe 
Canyon  8 Apr  (EW)  was  early  for  se.  Arizona. 
A singing  Pacific-slope  Flycatcher  in  Morgan 
City  Wash  18  Mar  (TC  et  al.)  and  Cordiller- 
ans  reported  from  Carr  Canyon  9 Apr  (EW) 
and  Sabino  Canyon  10  Apr  (WR)  were  per- 
haps the  earliest  ever  reported  from  s.  Ari- 
zona. Unusually  early,  and  casual  at  best  away 
from  known  breeding  areas  in  the  state,  a 
Buff-breasted  Flycatcher  was  reported  at  Pena 
Blanca  L.  15  Mar  (DT).  Multiple  pairs  of  this 
species  were  again  found  in  the  Santa  Rita  and 
Chiricahua  Mts.,  as  in  recent  years.  It  is  al- 
ways difficult  determining  whether  Eastern 
Phoebes  found  during  the  spring  represent 
wintering  individuals;  this  season,  singles 
were  in  Hereford  12-24  Mar  (MM,  RH),  at  San 
Bernardino  N.W.R.  16  Mar  (REW),  and  at 
Tubac  22  Mar  (BM,  SJ),  with  only  the  Tubac 
bird  reported  during  the  previous  fall  and 
winter.  A calling  Dusky-capped  Flycatcher  in 
the  Bradshaw  Mts.  28  May  (CST)  was  n.  and 


w.  of  this  species’  normal  breeding  range  in 
the  state.  Tropical  Kingbirds  were  reported 
with  frequency  along  the  S.P.R.  near  Sierra 
Vista,  and  in  particular,  near  Dudleyville  and 
Winkleman.  One  at  Dateland  12  May  (ph. 
KR)  and  one  in  Yuma  19  May  (C.  Fultz)  were 
both  away  from  known  breeding  areas  in  the 
state.  Slightly  out-of-range  Thick-billed  King- 
birds included  one  in  California  Gulch  30  Apr 
(GHR),  one  returning  for  the  4th  summer  at 
H.R.P.  3 May-i-  (TC;  ph.  KR),  and  one  in  Miller 
Canyon  17  May  (DS,  JC).  Rare  to  casual  in  the 
state  in  spring.  Eastern  Kingbirds  were  re- 
ported from  Willcox  20  May  (G.  Smith), 
Ganado  L.  20  May  (CBa,  BJ),  and  from  Carr 
Canyon  30  May  (M.  Seaford, /ide  MM).  Usu- 
ally casual  in  the  state  at  this  season,  no  few- 
er than  5 Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers  were 
found  this  spring;  s.  of  Rodeo,  NM  2 May  (S. 
Kennedy);  at  Amado  7 May  0^  Yerger  et  al.), 
with  likely  the  same  bird  there  23  May  (KK  et 
al);  in  Marana,  seemingly  paired  with  a West- 
ern Kingbird,  10-28  May  (K.  Schonhorst,  PK 
et  al.;  ph.  GHR);  at  Dudleyville  17-24  May  (C. 
Allen  et  al);  and  in  Flagstaff  30  May  (K.  Sat- 
terfield, CL).  Arriving  much  earlier  than  usu- 
al, a male  Rose-throated  Becard  was  at  the 
Patagonia  Roadside  Rest  16  Apr+  (R.  Wol- 
cott), with  2 reported  there  only  18  May  (MK 
et  al  ).  Elsewhere,  one  male  was  reported  in- 
credibly early  at  Tuinacacori  28  Mar  (GB) 
near  where  one  recently  wintered,  and  one 
was  along  Proctor  Rd.  below  Madera  Canyon 
15  May  (tB.  Fitch). 

Gray  Vireos  are  seldom  reported,  and  even 
less  frequently  documented,  during  migration 
away  from  their  breeding  grounds  in  the  piny- 
on-Juniper  zone  across  cen.  Arizona.  This 
spring  saw  an  unusually  high  number  of  re- 
ports from  lowland  desert  areas  and  oases; 
one  was  in  Madera  Canyon  12  Apr  (DP),  one 
was  singing  in  Sabino  Canyon  28  Apr  (WR), 
with  a different  individual  there  3 May  (WR), 
one  was  singing  in  Montosa  Canyon  10  May 
(v.r.  DS),  one  was  singing  at  Wenima  WA. 
near  Springerville  16  May  (D.  Roten),  and 
one  was  at  Rimmy  Jim  Tank  n.  of  Flagstaff  23 
May  OC,  CL).  The  severe  drought  that  is 
plaguing  Arizona  is  thought,  by  some,  to  be 
causing  this  phenomenon.  Now  casual  in 
spring.  Red-eyed  Vireos  were  reported  at  Tu- 
macacori  26  Apr  (KK)  and  at  Portal  25  May 
(W.  Howe).  Seemingly  out  of  place,  an  Amer- 
ican Crow  was  at  Granite  Cr.  near  Prescott  18 
May,  with  a pair  there  exhibiting  breeding  be- 
havior 24  May  (CST).  A very  early  Bank  Swal- 
low was  at  A.VS.T.P  1 Mar  (PK). 

The  Carolina  Wren  discovered  near  Portal 
in  fall  (only  a 3rd  Arizona  record)  was  present 
through  May  (fide  DJa).  A House  Wren  at  the 
H.R.P  5 May  (TC)  was  late  at  such  a low  ele- 


vation, as  was  one  along  the  S.P.R.  near  Here- 
ford 24  May  (MM).  Similarly,  a Winter  Wren 
reported  from  South  Fork  of  Cave  Creek 
Canyon  20  May  (T.  Stanch)  was  well  s.  of 
where  recently  found  breeding  in  cen.  Ari- 
zona. A Marsh  Wren  at  Kino  Springs  10  May 
(DS)  was  late  for  s.  Arizona. 

A single  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  near  Onion 
Saddle  19  May  and  2 near  Rustler  Park  20 
May  (DS)  were  likely  late  migrants,  as  this 
species  does  not  breed  in  the  Chiricahua  Mts. 
The  Black-capped  Gnatcatcher  saga  continues 
in  s.  Arizona.  This  spring,  a pair  was  located 
in  Brown  Canyon  in  Mar  (GB),  creating  spec- 
ulation as  to  whether  they  have  been  present 
there  for  the  past  10  years.  Potentially  “new” 
birds  included  one  reported  from  near  Pena 
Blanca  L.  8 Apr  (tS.  Schuette),  and  one  or  2 
n.  to  Pima  Canyon  5 May  (tPK).  Continuing 
Black-cappeds  included  at  least  a pair  (along 
with  at  least  one  hybrid)  at  P.L.S.P  through 
much  of  the  season,  a pair  reported  off  and  on 
at  Proctor  Rd.  below  Madera  Canyon  (m.ob.), 
and  up  to  3 at  Montosa  Canyon  18  Mar  (RH), 
with  2 ads.  and  2 juvs.  there  30  May  (MK). 
Caution  should  be  exhibited  when  identifying 
this  species  in  Arizona,  as  mixed  pairs  (with 
Black-tailed  Gnatcatchers)  and  hybrids  are 
again  being  reported. 

An  Eastern  Bluebird  at  Madera  Canyon  8 
May  (B.  Clock)  was  away  from  known  breed- 
ing areas  in  s.  Arizona.  Two  Townsend’s  Soli- 
taires at  Paradise  5 May  (P.  D.  Hulce)  were 
quite  late  for  spring  in  the  Chiricahuas.  A Ru- 
fous-backed Robin  at  Ramsey  Canyon  10-21 
Apr  (JWo  et  al.;  ph.  C.  Easter,  C.  Wright)  may 
have  been  a holdover  from  the  winter,  as  there 
are  few  true  spring  records.  The  individual 
wintering  at  the  B.T.A.  was  last  reported  19 
Mar  (C.  Wise-Gervais).  An  ad.  American 
Robin  with  fledglings  at  Wickenburg  13  May 
(N.  London)  provided  only  a 3rd  breeding  re- 
port from  Maiicopa.  Casual  in  spring,  single 
Varied  Thrushes  were  reported  from  Mon- 
tezuma Well  12  Mar  (T.  Fritzinger,  fide  B. 
Hirt)  and  from  Sumerhaven  1 May  (P  Don). 
Gray  Catbird  is  a casual  visitor  anywhere 
away  from  the  breeding  areas  in  the  White 
Mts.;  individuals  were  in  Ash  Canyon  2 May 
(ph.  JWo),  Oak  Cr.  Canyon  15  May  (P  Kegley 
et  al),  and  at  Flagstaff  30-31  May  (CL).  A 
Brown  Thrasher  returned  to  an  Ash  Canyon 
yard  24  Mar  (RB),  probably  the  same  individ- 
ual that  was  seen  there  in  fall;  the  bird  that 
wintered  at  the  B.T.A.  was  last  reported  15 
Apr  (ph.  M.  Weber). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Blue-winged  Warbler  reported  near  Woods 
Canyon  L.  on  the  Mogollon  Rim  13  May  (p.a., 
tK.  Penland)  would  represent  a first  n.  Arizona 
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record.  A rather  late  Nashville  Warbler  was  at 
Florida  Wash  31  May  (RH).  Eight  Northern 
Parulas,  a few  more  than  usual  for  a spring, 
were  reported  between  10  Apr  and  16  May.  A 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler,  casual  in  the  spring, 
was  at  Sweetwater  15-16  Apr  (W.  & P.  Pollock; 
ph.  G.  West).  The  Prairie  Warbler  that  fre- 
quented the  G.W.R.  during  the  winter  was  last 
reported  13  Mar  (B.  Winterfield).  Also  casual 
in  the  state.  Palm  Warblers  were  reported  from 
Tucson  14  Mar  (A.  Core),  Granite  Dells  near 
Prescott  22-24  Apr  (S.  & S.  Burk,  CST,  B.  Pran- 
ter),  and  at  Mittry  L.  23  Apr  (ph.  HD).  A 
Worm-eating  Warbler  was  window-killed  in 
Mesa  26  Apr  (ph.  J.  Stickney,  fide  JW).  Five 
Ovenbirds  reported  between  29  Apr  and  31 
May  were  a few  more  than  usual,  as  were  the 
15  Northern  Waterthrushes  reported  during 
the  spring.  Hooded  Warbler  reports  included 
singles  near  Hereford  26  Apr  (G.  Pruzansky,  D. 
Crane),  San  Bernardino  N.W.R.  1 May  (REW, 
RAR),  South  Fork  near  Springerville  20  May 
(N.  Miller),  and  from  Cameron  Seep  23  May 
(JC,  CL).  The  warbler  of  the  season  was  the 
Canada  Warbler  at  Rio  de  Flag,  Flagstaff  23-24 
May  (ph.  C.  Nunes,  ph.  JC),  providing  a first 
n.  Arizona  record  and  only  a 5th  for  the  state 
overall.  The  drought  in  se.  Arizona  was  the 
likely  cause  of  7 Red-faced  Warblers  and  a 
plethora  of  Painted  Redstarts  in  the  lowlands. 
The  Rufous-capped  Warbler  found  in  upper 
Sycamore  Canyon  during  the  winter  remained 
there  all  spring  (m.ob.;  ph.  HD,  GHR). 

The  first-of-season  Summer  Tanager  was  re- 
ported quite  early  this  spring  at  Tumacacori  15 
Mar  (GB).  Of  the  three  reports  of  Scarlet  Tan- 
ager received,  only  one  came  with  details,  an 
ad.  male  along  the  Verde  R.  e.  of  Paulden  1 1 


May  (tS.  Burk,  S.  Goodman,  K.  Koehler).  This 
species  is  casual  at  best  in  the  state.  The  male 
Flame-colored  Tanager  had  returned  for  a 3rd 
year  to  Madera  Canyon  by  31  Mar  (C.  Lansky, 
m.ob.),  and  although  there  were  initial,  un- 
confirmed reports  of  a female,  by  the  end  of 
May,  it  appeared  to  be  paired  with  a female 
Western  Tanager.  Beware  of  hybrids  in  2007! 
At  least  one  Flam,e-colored  Tanager  x Western 
Tanager  hybrid  remains  in  upper  Miller 
Canyon,  seen  there  2-28  May  (ph.  GHR). 

A “courting”  pair  of  Chipping  Sparrows  on 
Mt.  Ord  13  May  (TC)  may  have  represented  a 
first  Maricopa  nesting  record.  Of  the  eight 
late-Mar  and  Apr  reports  of  Clay-colored 
Sparrows  received,  only  two  were  document- 
ed, one  in  Tucson  10  Apr  (MP,  ph.  MMS)  and 
one  from  Kingman  23  Apr  (ph.  J.  Porter).  A 
Swamp  Sparrow  at  Whitewater  13  May  (EW) 
was  very  late.  White-throated  Sparrows  were 
a bit  more  numerous  than  usual.  More  un- 
usual were  Harris’s  Sparrows  at  Fairbank  8 
Mar  (M.  Ali),  Oro  Valley  17  Apr  (D.  For- 
rester), and  in  Patagonia  12-13  May  (C. 
Gathers;  ph.  RB).  A small  flock  of  7 McCown’s 
Longspurs  at  Prescott  3 Apr  (CST)  provided  a 
first  local  record.  Still  casual  in  the  state,  the 
Lapland  Longspur  reported  from  Reservation- 
Tank  e.  of  Flagstaff  during  the  winter  was  still 
present  4 Mar  (C.  Nunes,  CL). 

A singing  male  Pyrrhuloxia  was  at  the  ex- 
traordinarily high  elevation  of  2400  m in  the 
Santa  Catalina  Mts.  2-10  May  (M.  Ali).  As  in 
recent  springs,  no  fewer  than  20  Rose-breast- 
ed Grosbeaks  were  reported,  most  from  mid- 
to  late  May.  A Painted  Bunting  in  Overgaard 
14  May  (ph.  K.  Penland)  was  the  only  one  re- 
ported; they  are  casual  in  spring  and  more  so 


n.  of  the  Mogollon  Rim.  A male  Dickcissel  in 
Kirkland  10  Feb-12  Apr  (ph.  C.  Doherty) 
provided  one  of  only  a few  Feb  records  for  the 
state.  At  least  one  male  Bobolink,  casual  in 
spring,  was  at  the  Kachina  Wetlands  12  May 
(ph.  G.  Botello),  and  another  was  reported 
from  Roosevelt  L.  20  May  Q-  Shook).  The 
Streak-backed  Oriole  at  G.W.R.  was  only  spo- 
radically reported  after  22  Mar  (m.ob.).  Balti- 
more Orioles  were  at  Rimmy  Jim  Tank  n.  of 
Flagstaff  19  May  (tCBa,  BJ)  and  Canyon  de 
Chelly  26  May  (R.  Carlson).  A female  Purple 
Finch,  casual  in  the  state,  was  at  Cameron  23 
Apr  (ph,  C.  Nunes).  A male  Evening  Gros- 
beak was  noted  22  Apr  in  the  Santa  Catalina 
Mts.  at  Willow  Canyon  (B.  Bickel),  where  this 
species  is  not  known  to  nest. 

Observers:  Charles  Babbitt,  Mary  Jo  Ballator, 
Tom  Beatty,  Robert  Behrstock,  Gavin  Bieber, 
John  Coons,  Troy  Gorman,  Henry  Detwiler, 
Pierre  Deviche,  Shawneen  Finnegan,  Tom 
Gaskill,  Bill  Grossi,  Stuart  Healy,  John  Hirth, 
Marty  Hirth,  Rich  Hoyer,  Dave  jasper  (Por- 
tal), Sally  Johnsen,  Bud  Johnson,  Keith  Kam- 
per  (Tucson  RBA),  Melody  Kehl,  Philip  Kline, 
Chuck  LaRue,  Michael  Marsden,  Brian  McK- 
night,  Molly  Pollock,  Kurt  Radamaker,  Gary 
H.  Rosenberg,  Rose  Ann  Rowlett,  Will  Rus- 
sell, Dave  Stejskal,  Mark  M.  Stevenson,  Carl 
S.  Tomoff  (Prescott),  Diane  Touret,  Richard 
E.  Webster,  Erika  Wilson,  Janet  Witzeman 
(Maricopa),  Joe  Woodley,  Rick  Wright.  ^ 


Mark  M.  Stevenson,  4201  East  Monte  Vista  Drive,  #1207, 
Tucson,  Arizona  85712-5554,  (drbrdr@att.net); 

Sary  H.  Rosenberg,  P.O.  Box  91856,  Tucson,  Arizona 
85752-1856,  (ghrosenb8rg@comcast.net) 


BIRDERS' EXCHANGE  NEEDS  YOU! 


Assist  in  bird  conserwation,  research,  and  oytreach  in  the 
Neotropics  by  donating  your  used  but  still  functional 
birding  equipment  to  Birders'  Exchange. 

We  collect  binoculars,  spotting  scopes,  neotropical  field 
guides,  and  backpacks  for  distribution  to  research  and  education 
organizations  in  the  Neotropics,  we  also  accept  financial  contributions 
to  support  the  program. 

PImse  send  yom  donations  to: 

Birdets"  Exchange,  Amerkan  Btding  Association,  494S  N.  3§th  Street,  Suite  200,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80919 


www.americanbirding.6rg/bex 
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Abbreviations:  North  Gulf 
(North  Gulf  of  Alaska).  Refer- 
enced documentation  specimens 
(*)  are  on  file  at  the  University  of 
Alaska  Museum.  Italics  indicate 
especially  unusual  locations  or 
dates  for  the  noted  species. 


Coverage-wise,  spring  2006  turned 
out  to  be  one  of  the  best  ever  for  this 
vast  and  varied  Region.  Bird  tours 
blanketed  the  Bering  Sea  outposts,  including 
late  May  at  Adak,  where  at  least  three  tours 
revealed  just  how  good  the  central  Aleutians 
can  be  for  Asian  birds.  The  Bering  Sea  is- 
lands, whose  spring  season  excitement 
seems  so  tied  to  the  passage  of  weather  sys- 
tems, were  less  productive  in  that 
regard  this  spring.  Only  one  sizeable 
anticyclone  appeared  responsible 
for  a mid-May  fallout,  which  must 
have  factored  in  a new  record  for 
North  America  from  isolated  Buldir 
Island  in  the  western  Aleutians. 
Elsewhere  the  season  was  described 
as  more  like  springs  of  the  past,  or 
La  Nitid-like,  with  a few  warm  spells 
otherwise  overshadowed  by  a cool, 
cloudy,  and  slowly  evolving  season. 

Indeed,  except  for  a near-record 
week  of  70-degree  temperatures  in 
mid-May,  the  Region  was  at  or  be- 
low norms  for  temperature  and  pre- 
cipitation: through  much  of  the 
north,  persistent  freezing  condi- 
tions, a deeper,  more  southerly  sea- 
ice  peak  than  in  the  past  few  years, 
slowly  thawing  coastal  tundra,  a lin- 
gering snowpack,  and  late  ice-outs 
on  larger  rivers  and  lakes  were  the  rule.  Very 
few  record-early  local  arrivals  were  submit- 
ted, and  most  locales  noted  average  to  late 
arrivals.  As  is  always  the  case,  it  is  difficult  to 
make  a logical  cut-off  between  the  spring 
and  summer  season,  so  this  time  1 included 
most  of  the  Gambell  highlights,  which  ex- 
tended into  June.  Documentation  of  rarities 
continues  to  be  sporadic;  1 encourage  all  ob- 
servers to  submit  descriptions  of  all  rarities, 
including  those  photographed  or  video- 
taped. 


WATERFOWL 
THROUGH 
RAPTORS 

Casual  in  spring,  single 
Ross’s  Geese  associating 
with  Snows  were  reported  from 
new  locations,  at  Seward  25  Apr-10  May 
(CG,  DWS,  RAM)  and  at  Hyder  12  May  (LD). 
The  main  coastal  Brant  push  seemed  a little 
late,  with  numbers  still  being  noted  to  the  s. 
into  late  May,  e.g.,  hundreds  at  Gustavus  27- 
28  May  and  others  off  Ketchikan  25  May 
(SCH,  AWP).  Normally  in  mid-  to  late  May, 
Brant  are  seen  in  smaller  flocks  of  presumed 
non-breeders,  which  take  their  time  moving 
northward.  Two  different  Cackling  Geese 
were  at  Gambell  4 & 8 Jun  (Wings).  Aleutian 
Cacklings  were  the  first  arrivals  at  Shemya  23 


This  Stonechat — of  the  Siberian  maura  subspecies  group,  sometimes  split  as  Siberian 
Stonechat — furnished  the  seventh  or  eighth  record  for  Gambell,  St.  Lawrence  Island, 
Alaska.  This  nonadult  male  was  found  by  Phil  Davis  on  24  May  2006  (here)  in  the  Gam- 
bell boatyard  and  was  last  seen  26  May.  Photograph  by  Tom  Getz. 


Apr,  where  the  spring  peak  was  over  600  on 
10  May  (MTS,  LES).  It  was  only  in  the  early 
1980s  that  leiicopareia  Cacklings  were  still 
undetected  in  the  w.  Aleutians  away  from 
their  only  stronghold  at  Buldir  I.  A flyby  Tun- 
dra Swan  over  Shemya  23  Apr  (MTS,  LES) 
was  rare  for  the  w.  Aleutians. 

What  was  likely  a restless  drake  Wood 
Duck  that  had  wintered  somewhere  in  South- 
east was  located  near  Juneau  10  Mar-27  Apr 
(RM  et  ah),  providing  one  of  very  few  spring 
records.  Eurasian  Wigeon  made  a strong 


showing  across  the  Region,  highlighted  by  an 
Aleutian  peak  of  33  from  Shemya  20  Apr 
(MTS,  LES)  and  singles  in  Glenallen  20  May 
and  to  the  n.  at  Mentasta  the  next  day  (AL, 
BD,  DR,  KL).  Mallards  are  surprisingly  rare  in 
the  Bering  Sea,  so  a pair  at  Gambell  4-5  Jun 
(Wings)  was  casual  for  spring  for  St. 
Lawrence  1.  Always  rare,  drake  Cinnamon 
Teal  appeared  21  May  at  Juneau  (ph.  PS  et 
al.),  where  regular  recently,  and  at  Kodiak  28 
May  (ph.  RAM).  More  unusual  was  a hand- 
some male  Cinnamon  Teal  x Blue-winged  Teal 
hybrid  at  Juneau  18  May  (ph.  PS).  Three 
Northern  Shovelers  were  rare  at  Gambell  4-8 
Jun  (Wings),  as  were  up  to  11  in  Shemya 
ponds  20  Apr-15  May  (MTS,  LES),  where 
singles  are  occasional.  Single  Eurasian  Teal 
were  described  from  Juneau  25  Apr  and  5 
May  (PS)  and  at  Hyder  12  May  (LD). 

Several  coastal  sites  produced  the  average 
scattered  extralimital  Aythya,  including 
Ketchikan’s  first-ever  spring  Canvasback  7 
May  (RN,/icle  SCH)  and  a female-type  Tufted 
Duck  at  Kodiak  2 Mar  (RAM),  in  addition  to 
that  area’s  wintering  drake,  which  was  last 
recorded  11  Apr  (ph.  RAM,  HG).  Juneau’s  Pt. 
Bridget  vagrant  trap  produced  a female  King 
Eider  on  16-19  May  (ph.  PS,  ND, 
MS).  Most  of  the  stray  eiders  in  the 
Southeast  are  detected  between  late 
fall  and  winter.  This  season’s  peak 
scoter  aggregation,  an  annual  phe- 
nomenon tied  to  spawning  herring, 
was  an  estimated  15,000  Surfs  near 
Ketchikan  21  Apr  (SCH,  AWP). 
Smews  were  in  above-average  num- 
bers in  the  cen.  Aleutians,  with  up  to 
6 for  the  season  at  Shemya  1-21  May 
(MTS,  LES)  and  2 imms.  at  Adak  10- 
21  May  (H.L.N.T.,  V.E.N.T.).  Two 
Hooded  Mergansers  were  discovered 
near  Talkeetna  27  Apr-1  May  (CM), 
at  the  outlet  of  Fish  L.,  for  the  10th 
year  in  a row.  Another  drake  Hooded 
was  reported  without  details  from 
farther  e.  on  the  L.  Louise  Rd.  26 
May  (RW,  BE).  There  are  occasional 
spring  or  summer  records  from  the  s. 

Interior.  Gambell  observers  identi- 
fied 2 Common  Mergansers  of  the  nominate 
subspecies  at  Gambell  7 Jun  (Wings).  Two 
groups  of  3 Ruddy  Ducks  in  the  Fairbanks 
area  7 (A.B.O.,  JW)  & 15-18  May  (LD,  NH) 
and  a pair  on  Kenny  L.  in  the  s.  Interior  21 
May  (AL,  BD,  DR,  KL)  made  one  of  this  mi- 
grant’s best  spring  showings  in  the  Region. 

Arctic  Loons  were  well  represented  at  both 
ends  of  the  Bering  Sea,  with  up  to  3 off  Adak 
24  May  (V.E.N.T.),  a season  peak  of  6 off  the 
Gambell  seawatch  6 Jun  (Wings),  and  at  least 
5 onshore  at  Shemya  22  Apr-19  May  (MTS, 
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This  Long-billed  Murrelet  in  transitional  plumage,  found  by  West  Serafin  and  Forrest  Davis,  is  the  first  documented  for  the  Aleutian  Islands.  Good  documentation  permits  the  species  to  be 
moved  to  the  regular  Aleutian  checklist  list  from  the  hypothetical  list.  Found  in  Sitkin  Sound,  Adak  Island  on  1 7 May  2006  (here),  the  bird  showed  a gleaming  white  throat  and  long  bill,  fea- 
tures that  distinguish  Long-billed  from  Marbled  and  Kittlitz's  Murrelets,  also  present  at  Adak.  Photographs  of  this  individual  represent  the  only  ones  known  of  a Long-billed  in  this  plumage. 

Photographs  by  Phil  Davis. 


LES).  Two  Pied-billed  Grebes  near  Cordova  4- 
7 May  (DJ,/ide  AL)  were  rare  and  well  n.  of 
most  previous  spring  reports,  which  are  typi- 
cally from  s.  Southeast.  Another  Manx  Shear- 
water was  documented  in  the  North  Gulf, 
just  w.  of  Sitka  on  25  May  (ph.  GM).  We  now 
have  close  to  a dozen  records  of  mostly  sin- 
gles scattered  across  the  e.  North  Gulf  be- 
tween Baranof  I.  n.  to  the  shelf  edges  between 
Middleton  and  Kodiak  Is.,  mostly  between 
the  end  of  May  and  early  Sep.  Brandts  Cor- 
morants were  late  to  leave  their  only  regular 
winter  site  in  the  Ketchikan  area,  where  16 
were  tallied  s.  of  town  21 
Apr  (SCH,  AWP)  and  3 
imms.  located  20  May  (ph. 

SCH,  AWP)  were  the  latest 
ever.  Since  this  species 
reaches  the  edge  of  its 
breeding  range  on  larger 
islets  off  the  Southeast 
coast,  n.  of  Ketchikan, 
winter  birds  there  possibly 
originate  from  breeding 
sites  on  either  side  of 
Dixon  Entrance.  The  U.S. 

Fish  & Wildlife  Service 
crew  arrived  at  Buldir  I.  25 
May  and  found  7 heron 
corpses  over  the  next  two 
weeks:  2 Great  Egrets  of 
the  subspecies  modesta 
(first  Alaska  specimens). 

North  America’s  first  Inter- 
mediate Egret  (*),  and  4 
Black-crowned  Night-Herons  {fide  ILJ).  Al- 
though there  had  been  a large  low-pressure 
system  across  the  w.  Aleutians  earlier  in  the 
month,  it  is  not  certain  when  they  arrived. 
Buldir  has  been  the  site  of  previous  spring 
such  finds,  the  last  of  which  was  a Little  Egret 
of  the  nominate  subspecies  in  2000.  There  are 
now  seven  taxa  of  Asian  herons  documented 
by  specimen  from  the  w.  Aleutians  (fide 
DDG). 

Raptors  seemed  concentrated  and  on  the 


early  end  of  average  arrivals.  An  Osprey  hunt- 
ing around  Adak  18-23  May  (H.L.N.T., 
V.E.N.T.)  was  rare  for  the  Aleutians.  Swain- 
son’s  Hawks  followed  form  as  a sporadic  and 
very  local  spring  migrant,  with  Interior  sight- 
ings of  singles  at  the  Gunsight  Mt.  hawk- 
watch  26  Apr  (CE  PE)  and  in  Fairbanks  5 
May  (A.B.O.,  DDG).  Casual  for  Southeast  was 
a dark  morph  photographed  at  Juneau’s  Pt. 
Bridget  25  May  (ph.  PS).  Shemya  produced 
yet  another  Eurasian  Kestrel  21  May  (ph. 
MTS,  LES);  there  is  a nearly  even  spring/fall 
split  of  the  Region’s  records.  A late-season 


Well  out  of  range  and  habitat  was  this  subadult  Ivory  Gull  in  Anchorage,  Alaska,  where  it  favored 
a local  ribs-and-seafood  grill  23-30  (here  23)  May  2006.  Photograph  byR.  E.  Gill. 


cold  spell  froze  a Virginia  Rail  into  ephemer- 
al flowing  waters  in  Juneau  14  Mar,  where  it 
succumbed  two  days  later  (*;  RA);  there  are 
only  a few  previous  records,  most  from  late 
fall/winter,  including  one  to  the  n.  at  Gus- 
tavus.  Other  single  migrant  Virginia  Rails 
were  recorded  in  Juneau  22  May  (PS,  ND) 
and  in  the  same  sedge  marsh  as  last  summer’s 
bird  in  Gustavus  28  May  (BP).  In  Juneau,  a 
Sora  22  May  was  followed  by  3 on  28  May 
(DR  et  al.),  the  season’s  only  report. 


SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

A large  mid-May  storm  that  moved  across  the 
w.-cen.  Aleutians  was  responsible  for  most  of 
the  rarer  Asian  shorebirds  recorded,  and  there 
were  several  early  or  extralimital  finds  along 
the  North  Gulf  Coast  and  on  the  Mainland. 
Very  early  Black-bellied  Plovers  arrived  at  s. 
sites  such  as  Kenai  1 Apr  (one  bird;  TE);  2 
near  Sitka  14  Apr  (MLW,  MET)  must  have 
wintered  nearby.  Pacific  Golden-Plovers  were 
also  on  the  early  end,  with  an  arrival  16  Apr  at 
Gustavus  (ND)  and  one  28  Apr  at  Ketchikan 
(SCH,  AWP).  At  Adak,  a Lesser  Sand-Plover 
16  May  (H.L.N.T.),  a Com- 
mon Greenshank  18  May 
(H.L.N.T.,  V.E.N.T.),  a 
Gray-tailed  Tattler  23  May, 
and  5 Common  Snipe  18- 
25  May  were  highlights 
(H.L.N.T.,VE.N.T.);  a Wil- 
son’s Snipe  was  described 
from  the  same  Adak  marsh 
with  Commons  18-25  May 
(H.L.N.T.,  V.E.N.T.).  At 
Shemya,  a Far  Eastern 
Curlew  was  photographed 
12  May  and  a Black-tailed 
Godwit  17  May  (ph,  MTS, 
LES).  Wood  Sandpipers 
blanketed  Shemya  13-17 
May  (MTS,  LES),  and  up  to 
200  were  on  Adak  16  May 
(a  local  record;  H.L.N.T., 
V.E.N.T.),  while  up  to  12 
were  at  Gambell  25  May-5 
Jun  (Wings).  Gambell  shorebird  notables  also 
included  4 Common  Ringed  Plovers  5-7  Jun 
(Wings,  vt.  PEL),  a Common  Greenshank  31 
May-2  Jun  (VE.N.T,  vt.  PEL),  a Black-tailed 
Godwit  22-28  May  (GK,  H.L.N.T.),  a Little 
Stint  31  May-1  Jun  (W.B.A.,  vt.  PEL),  a Long- 
toed Stint  24  May-3  Jun  (DDeS,  vt.  PEL),  a 
Least  Sandpiper  29  May  (V.E.N.T.,  vt.  PEL), 
and  2 Wilson’s  Snipe  28  May-6  Jun  (Wings). 
Gambell  has  the  most  spring  Little  Stint  re- 
ports for  the  Region. 
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St.  Lawrence  Island,  Alaska,  recorded  its  second  Violet-green 
Swallow  at  Gambell  31  May  2006.  Photograph  byD.  Porter. 

Most  amazing  was  the  Ruff  fallout  at  Gam- 
bell  that  began  with  a female  28  May;  by  the 
afternoon  of  the  31  May,  an  active,  displaying 
flock  of  31  birds  had  assembled  (W.B.A., 
PEL).  Although  Gambell  has  occasionally 
produced  small  Ruff  flocks,  this  year’s  was 
Alaska’s  largest.  A Killdeer  pair  in  Ketchikan 
produced  two  clutches:  a nest  with  eggs  or 
young  from  the  same  pair  was  located  12  Apr 
and  again  30  May  (CF).  An  Upland  Sandpiper 
at  Kenny  L.  21  May  was  at  the  s.  extremes  of 
its  Interior  passage  (AL,  BD,  DP,  KL),  while  a 
tardy,  record-late  northbound  Marbled  God- 
wit  was  at  Kodiak  26-27  May  (RAM).  A Red 
Knot  provided  a rare  Interior  record  in  Fair- 
banks 20  May  (LD,  A.B.O.),  while  a Sander- 
ling  at  Kenai  1 Apr  (TE)  was  extraordinarily 
early  and  must  have  wintered  on  the  North 
Gulf  Coast.  Extralimital  North  Gulf  coast  or  s. 
Bering  Sea  coast  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers, 
once  unheard  of  in  spring,  were  found  at 
Cape  Romanzoff  26  May  (LD)  and  at  "Valdez 
29  May  (BM),  both  singles,  while  10  was  peak 
in  Fairbanks  30  May  (A.B.O.),  Apart  from  the 
usual  scattering  of  Aleutian-Bering  Sea  is- 
lands reports,  up  to  J 1 Black-headed  Gulls  be- 
tween Gambell  (6)  and  nearby  Savoonga  (5) 
17  May  (BB)  was  a record  count  from  St. 
Lawrence  1.  Larid  highlights  otherwise  fol- 
lowed suit  from  previous  spring  seasons,  with 
significant  finds  focused  in  the  Ketchikan 
area  and  from  a scattering  of  Bering  Sea  lo- 
cales. Another  Mew  Gull  nest  was  discovered 
at  Jordon  L.  on  Revillagigedo  1.  24  May 
(AWP),  where  there  have  only  been  a few  lo- 
cated at  this  end  of  the  Region.  California 
Gulls  made  their  best-ever  spring  showing  in 
Ketchikan,  with  an  early  arrival  30  Mar  fol- 
lowed by  a peak  count  of  100  on  30  Apr  and 
again  18  May  (SCH,  AWP).  Rare  anytime  in 
the  Region,  2 Iceland  Gulls  were  described  by 
the  observers  and  photographed  in  the 
Juneau  area  12  & 14  May  (ph.  PS,  RJG.).  Fair- 
banks contributed  yet  another  Ring-billed 
Gull,  an  ad.  20  May  seen  along  the  Tanana  R. 
(LD),  where  there  are  about  three  previous 
spring  reports.  Of  the  widely  reported  Slaty- 


backed  Gull,  one  in  Kenai  1 Apr  (TE)  and  3 
around  Kodiak  6 Mar-5  May  (ph.  RAM)  were 
least  expected.  Rare  in  the  Interior,  especially 
in  spring,  were  single  Glaucous-winged  Gulls 
at  Fairbanks  20  May  (KR,  LD)  and  se,  to  Delta 
Junction  28  May  (NH).  Although  this  coastal 
species  moves  up  some  the  larger  North  Gulf 
Coast  watersheds  (Copper,  Gulkana)  during 
peak  salmon  spawning,  it  is  rare  farther  in- 
land. A flock  of  100-r  Sabine’s  Gulls  encoun- 
tered 10  km  off  Sitka  23  May  (ph.  JS)  indicat- 
ed the  standard  timing  and  pelagic  nature  of 
this  North  Slope  breeder’s  spring  passage 
route.  Similar  pelagic  finds  were  noted  off  Ko- 
diak in  the  same  time  frame  QBA,  RAM).  To- 
tally out  of  the  blue,  and  actually  just  plain 
odd,  was  the  second-year  Ivory  Gull  that  fre- 
quented a barbeque  restaurant  up  Anchor- 
age’s Campbell  Cr.  23-30  May  (fide  REG  ph., 
m.ob.).  Its  favored  perch  was  on  top  of  the  ad- 
jacent 10-m  sign.  There  are  two  prior  spring 
records  from  the  n.  half  of  Cook  Inlet.  Caspi- 
an Terns  seemed  widespread  and  very  early, 
including  one  in  Ketchikan  20  Apr  (SCH), 
the  Region’s  earliest  ever,  one  28  Apr  at 
Juneau  (GW,  PS),  2 w.  to  Cape  Romanzof  26 
May  (LD),  and  one  in  Anchorage  29  May 
(CC,  TT).  The  large  gull  colony  at  Gull  1.  in 
Icy  Bay  included  five  Caspian  Tern  nests  with 
eggs  and  at  least  7 ads.  26  May  (MK,  fide 
GW),  at  a site  where  nests  had  been  found 
previously. 

Very  unexpected  in  the  cen.  Aleutians  was 
a Long-billed  Murrelet,  mostly  in  breeding 
plumage,  documented  at  Adak  17  May 


(H.L.N.T.).  This  represents  the  Aleutians’  first 
record;  a recent  spring  record  from  St.  Paul  1. 
is  the  only  comparable  Alaska  report.  Ex- 
tremely rare  in  s.  Southeast,  especially  in 
spring,  a Parakeet  Auklet  was  described  from 
Dixon  Entrance  1 May  (MS),  possibly  near 
where  it  had  wintered.  A flock  of  1500-1- 


Whiskered  Anklets  in  the  tide  rips  of  Little 
Tanaga  Strait  21  May  (V.E.N.T.)  was  an  excel- 
lent count  in  the  heart  of  its  cen.  Aleutian 
range  and  probably  included  the  bulk  of  the 
local  breeding  population  amassing  near  the 
colonies. 


CUCKOOS  THROUGH  PIPITS 

One  of  the  Region’s  earliest-ever  Oriental 


One  of  Alaska's  southernmost  and  earliest  Manx  Shearwa- 
ters was  this  individual,  substantiated  off  Sitka  2S  May 
2006.  Photograph  by  G.  Meyer. 

Cuckoos  was  found  dying  on  the  Shemya 
runways  20  May  (ph.  MTS,  LES).  'Western 
Screech-Owls  were  reported  in  normal  num- 
bers, with  singles  calling  in  Sitka,  where  reg- 
ular, 14  Apr  and  29  May  (MLW,  MET),  farther 
n.  at  Gustavus  25  Apr  (ND,  PV),  and  again  at 
last  year’s  site  in  Seward  all  Apr  (CG  et  al.). 
Probably  wintering  Northern  Pygmy-Owls 
were  still  at  Sitka  16  Mar  (MLW,  MET)  and 
Gustavus  20  Mar  (ND,  PV).  None  were  seen 
in  Mar  at  Ketchikan,  where  they  were  abun- 
dant earlier  in  the  winter.  An 
adventurous  Long-eared  Owl 
managed  to  find  a research 
vessel  about  70  km  sw.  of  St. 
Lawrence  1.  19  May  (ph.  EL); 
there  are  three  previous  sub- 
stantiated Alaska  records  of 
this  species,  which  is  rare  n.  of 
se.  British  Columbia,  and  there 
are  a few  mid-May  records 
from  the  Yukon  Territory. 
Short-eared  Owls,  unusual  in 
Mar,  were  noted  at  Gustavus 
18  Mar  and  in  the  alpine 
meadows  above  Anchorage  in 
“early  Mar”  (DW);  these  birds 
may  well  have  wintered  locally, 
as  spring  arrivals  are  usually 
not  detected  until  mid-Apr. 
Boreal  Owls  were  relatively  widespread  to  the 
North  Gulf  coast,  with  one  at  Sitka  27-28  May 
(MLW,  MET),  one  in  Gustavus  3 & 15  Mar 
(ND,  PV),  and  one  at  Kodiak,  where  they  are 
known  but  were  more  common  this  Apr  (fide 
RAM).  Northern  Saw- whet  Owls  seemed  in 
unusually  high  density  at  Gustavus  1 Mar-20 


Still  not  annual  in  the  Aleutians,  this  Far  Eastern  Curlew  was  photographed  at 
Shemya  Island,  Alaska  12  May  2006.  Photograph  by  Michael  T.  Schwitters. 
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Casual  in  southeastern  Alaska,  this  dark-morph  Swainson's 
Hawk  was  spotted  25  May  2006  at  the  Juneau  area's  Point 
Bridget  vagrant  trap.  Photograph  by  P.  Suchanak. 


May  {fide  ND);  one  on  territory  at  Kodiak  28 
Mar-2  Apr  (ph.  RAM)  provided  an  overdue 
first  island  record, 

A feeding  “group”  of  Red-breasted  Sapsuck- 
ers  that  was  forced  into  downtown  Sitka  for 
several  days  in  mid-Mar  (MLW,  MET)  by  ex- 
ceptional cold  and  snow  was  no  doubt  com- 
posed of  winter  birds  and  provided  a good  pic- 
ture of  how  regular  and  common  they  can  be, 
Kodiak  finally  got  its  first  Olive-sided  Fly- 
catcher 24  May  (SS,  ph.  RAM).  Another  Sky- 
lark surfaced  at  Gambell  4 Jun  (Wings,  vt. 
PEL),  where  surprisingly  regular.  Two  Horned 
Larks  on  the  beach  near  Gustavus  22  Mar 
(ND)  had  to  be  winter  birds  moving,  as  spring 
migrants  are  not  noted  until  well  into  Apr. 
Rare  in  the  w.  half  of  the  Aleutians,  a Tree 
Swallow  wandered  to  Adak  22  May  (VE.N.T.), 
while  a Violet-green  Swallow  moved  offshore 
to  Gambell  31  May  (PEL,  ph.  DP),  the  2nd  for 
St.  Lawrence  1.  Nearly  record  early  for 
Ketchikan  was  a Tree  Swallow  9 Apr  (SCH, 
AWP).  Possibly  record  early  was  a Northern 
Rough-winged  Swallow  12  May  at  Hyder 
(LD),  where  this  rare  visitor  to  the  Southeast 
has  occasionally  nested.  The  seasons  only  ex- 
tralimital  Barn  Swallow  was  a Nearctic  bird  w. 
to  Cape  Romanzof  30  May  (LD). 

Another  Stonechat,  probably  a second-year 
male,  surfaced  24-26  May  in  the  beach  debris 
at  Gambell  (H.L.N.T,  ph,  TG),  where  essen- 
tially all  of  the  Region’s  few  spring  reports 
have  been  made.  Mountain  Bluebirds  staged 
early  arrivals  across  the  breadth  of  the  Re- 
gion’s e.  front  in  one  of  its  best  showings  ever. 
Earliest  arrivals  were  15  Apr  in  Juneau  (PR, 
GW)  and  16  Apr  in  Fairbanks  (AS),  with  dai- 
ly maxima  of  8 in  Hyder  12  May  (LD)  and  30 


This  young  male  Smew  was  photographed  21  May  2006  at  Clam  Lagoon, 
Adak  Island,  Alaska;  it  or  another  had  been  present  12-14  May  near 
the  airport  on  the  island.  Photograph  by  John  Puschock. 


in  Skagway  staging  and  moving  northward  to- 
wards the  Interior  16  Apr  (CE) — this  ties  the 
state’s  record  high  count.  At  the  w.  edge  of 
what  is  considered  its  spring  arrival  zone,  2 
Mountain  Bluebirds  were  noted  near  Gun- 
sight  Mt.  in  the  cen.  Talkeetna  Mts.  23  Apr 
(PF,  CF).  It  was  a quiet  thrush  year  in  the 
Bering  Sea,  with  just  4 Eyebrowed  Thrushes 
from  Shemya  for  the  season  17-21  May  (MTS, 
LES)  and  one  at  Gambell  3-6  Jun  (H.L.N.T., 
Wings),  where  historically  casual  but  more 
regular  recently.  Ketchikan’s  wintering  White 
Wagtail  was  last  noted  at  its  parking  lot  home 
1 Mar  (SCH). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  SISKINS 

Warblers  made  little  news  across  the  Region, 
with  Blackpoll  Warblers  detected  in  North 
Gulf  coast  locations  28  May:  at  Gustavus  (one; 
ND,  PV)  and  Juneau  (4;  GW  et  al).  Because 
Blackpolls  enter  the  Region  through  the  Inte- 
rior, they  are  rare  on  the  North  Gulf  in  spring 
and  typically  detected  in  early  Jun. 
Ketchikan’s  winter  Western  Meadowlark  and 
Common  Crackle  departed  their  haunts  23 
Mar  and  18  May,  respectively  OFK)-  A second- 
year  male  Yellow-headed  Blackbird  dropped 
into  remote  Eagle  on  the  upper  Yukon  R.  25- 
28  May  (SH,  fide  LD);  this  may  constitute  the 
Region’s  earliest  of  very  few  spring  records 
(most  are  found  in  summer).  Three  Brown- 
headed Cowbirds  in  Gustavus  29-30  May  QL) 
were  early,  while  another  in  Ketchikan  19  May 
OFK)  was  deemed  a passage  bird  at  N.  Pt,  Hig- 
gins. Bramblings  were  late  and  in  low  num- 
bers in  the  Aleutians,  but  6 at  Gambell  28 
May-8  Jun  (H.L.N.T.,  Wings)  made  a good  St. 
Lawrence  1.  tally,  while  2 at  Cape  Romanzof  25 


May  (LD)  were  unusual  for  the 
s.  Bering  Sea  coast,  A female- 
plumaged  Common  Rosefinch 
was  flushed  out  of  the  Gambell 
middens  8-10  Jun  (Wings, 
PEL).  Given  that  White- 
winged Crossbills  remained 
very  localized  and  mostly  ab- 
sent from  North  Gulf  Coast 
forests,  the  six  nests  located  in 
Gustavus  Feb-15  Apr  (ND) 
made  a remarkable  count.  Red 
Crossbills  and  Pine  Siskins,  if 
mentioned,  tended  to  be  local 
and  scarce.  Fledgling  Pine 
Siskins  in  Gustavus  6 Apr  (ND, 
PV)  seemed  very  early  but  in- 
dicative of  just  how  early  resi- 
dent finches  initiate  breeding. 

Contributors  and  observers: 
Alaska  Bird  Observatory 
(A.B.O.;  N.  DeWitt  et  al),  B. 
Alger,  J,  B.  Allen,  R.  Armstrong,  G.  Baluss,  B. 
Benter,  S.  Berns,  M.  Brooks,  I.  Bruce,  G.  V. 
Byrd,  C.  Corin,  L.  Craig,  J.  Dearborn,  L.  DeCi- 
cco,  D.  E Delap,  D.  DeSante,  L.  Devaney,  N.  & 
J,  DeWitt,  B.  Dittrick,  W.  E.  Donaldson,  E. 
Drew,  N.  Drumheller,  C.  Eckert,  L.  Edfelt,  P 
Eldridge,  D.  Erickson,  T.  Eskelin,  B.  Frentz,  C. 
& P.  Fritz,  C.  Fultz,  T.  Getz,  D.  D.  Gibson,  R. 
E.  Gill,  R.  J.  Gordon,  T.  L.  Goucher,  C.  Gris- 
wold, H.  Grunberg,  S.  Hamilton,  N.  Hay- 
dukovich,  K.  Hart,  S.  C.  Heinl,  High  Lonesome 
Nature  Tours  (H.L.N.T.;  P Davis  et  al.),  P. 
Hunt,  B.  Hunter,  D.  Janka,  1.  L.  Jones,  R. 
Knight,  J.  E Koerner,  E.  Labunski,  A.  Lang,  J. 
Levison,  M.  Litzow.  K.  Lockhart,  R.  Lowell,  L, 
M.  & R.  A.  Macintosh,  D.  MacPhail,  J.  Mason, 
R.  McKnight,  B.  Meiklejohn,  J.  P.  Metzler,  G. 
Meyer,  D.  & M.  Miller,  M.  Milligan,  N.  Mollett, 
L.  Murphy,  R.  Neterer,  L.  J.  Oakley,  B.  Paige,  C. 
Palmer,  W.  Pawuk,  S.  Peterson,  A.  W.  Piston, 

D.  Porter,  P.  Pourchot,  D,  Robbins,  P Rose,  D. 
Rudis,  K,  Russell,  J.  Sauer,  S.  Savage,  R.  L.  Sch- 
er,  M.  A.  Schultz,  W.  Schuster,  M.  Schwan,  L. 

E.  Schwitters,  M.  T.  Schwitters,  D.,  P,  & S. 
Senner,  D.  Shaw,  D.  W.  Sonneborn,  J.  Straley,  S. 
Studebaker,  P.  Suchanek,  A.  Swingley,  G.  J. 
Tans,  M.  E.  Tedin,  T.  Tobish,  R.  Uhl,  G.  Van 
Vliet,  P.  Vanselow,  Victor  Emanuel  Nature 
Tours  (VE.N.T;  K.  Zimmer  et  al.),  M.  L.  Ward, 
R.  Wiggers,  D.  Wigglesworth,  Wilderness  Bird- 
ing  Adventures  (W.B.A.;  B.  Dittrick,  J.  Hunt- 
ington et  al.),  J.  Williams,  R.  Winckler,  Wings, 
Inc.  (J.  L.  Dunn.  P E.  Lehman,  L.  Zematis  et 
al.),  M.  A.  Wood,  S.  Wright,  K.  Zervos,  S,  Zim- 
merman. ^ 


Thede  Tobish,  2510  Foraker  Drive,  Anchorage,  Alaska 
99517,  (tgt@alaska.net) 
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March  had  a cool  first  half  and  a 
milder  second,  with  minimal  pre- 
cipitation except  over  the  Northeast 
and  along  parts  of  the  coast.  April  was  unset- 
tled and  showery  over  the  first  half  of  the  pe- 
riod, with  a drier  ending.  May  started  cool 
and  unsettled  hut  soon  turned  summery.  This 
lasted  until  the  final  week,  when  the  ridge  of 
high  pressure  crashed.  The  southeastern  cor- 
ner got  the  worst  of  it  during  this  time,  as  rap- 
id mountain  snowmelt  combined  with  heavy 
rain  leading  to  widespread  lowland  flooding. 
The  last  few  days  of  the  period  saw  a cold 
front  descend  from  the  Yukon,  bringing  a re- 
turn to  winter  for  the  northern  fringe  of 
British  Columbia,  much  to  the  peril  of  early 
nesters. 

LOONS  THROUGH  SHOREBIRDS 

A Ross’s  Goose,  seen  on  both  sides  of  the 
British  Columbia/Alaska  border,  at  Hyder, 
was  with  106  Snow  Geese  12-13  May  (ph. 
LD),  as  it  kept  to  the  periphery  of  the  flock.  A 
Bewick’s  Swan  remained  in  Delta  through  25 
Mar  (ph.  CCl,  WA).  A King  Eider  was  seen 
from  the  tip  of  the  Iona  South  Jetty  among  a 
flock  of  scoters  14  Apr  (GP).  Rare  in  spring  in 
the  interior,  an  imm.  Yellow-billed  Loon  and  a 
molting  Pacific  Loon  were  on  Kalamalka  L.  17 
Mar  (CS),  holdovers  from  the  winter.  A late 
Yellow-billed  was  near  Robson  Bight  (famous 
for  its  attraction  to  Killer  Whales)  8 May 
(GLM).  A single  ad.  Clark’s  Grebe  was  a sur- 
prise find  in  Kelowna  at  the  mouth  of  Mission 
Creek  8 May  (CC).  The  best  concentration  of 
migrating  American  White  Pelicans  was  from 
Skaha  L.  Penticton  21  Apr,  when  85  touched 
down  (BH).  A Brown  Pelican  was  discovered 
in  the  Alert  Bay  municipal  dock  26  May  QT) 
and  was  behaving  as  though  sick  or  injured;  a 


flock  of  22  off  Lennard  1.  near  Tofino  was  the 
largest  reported  26  May  (IC).  Double-crested 
Cormorants  were  found  in  very  small  num- 
bers in  the  s.  interior,  with  a peak  of  3 flying 
away  from  the  Grant  1.  gull  colony  19  May 
(DGC,  EN).  As  usual,  a few  solo  Great  Egrets 
were  located  in  s.  sites:  at  Oliver  14  May  (BL) 
and  at  Cowichan  Bay  6 May  (DM).  The  only 
report  of  White-faced  Ibis  involved  a sizeable 
flock  of  10  at  Elizabeth  L.  23  May  (DN). 

An  astounding  500  Bald  Eagles  were  found 
at  a site  that  produces  garden  mulch  using 
fish  entrails  near  Beaver  Cove,  n.  Vancouver  1. 
(GLM,  DMo);  on  7 May,  the  same  observers 
returned  to  this  location  and  found  more  than 
700  eagles.  They  watched  one  alder  tree  snap 
as  20  Bald  Eagles  tried  to  perch  in  it,  and  an- 
other 30  eagles  were  dispersed  from  its  base 
as  the  tree  snapped.  Swainson’s  Hawks  away 
from  their  s.  interior  haunts  included  one 
over  Mount  Douglas,  Victoria  3 May  (RTo); 
one  at  Contact  Creek  20  May  (RD,  BE)  was 
extremely  far  n.  and  w.  in  the  province. 

Very  rare  in  spring  migration  in  the  interi- 
or, a Black-bellied  Plover  was  at  Stuart  L.  27- 
28  May  (GL,  RR).  The  trend  of  early  arriving 
northbound  shorebirds  on  the  outer  coast 


continued  this  spring:  a Pacific  Golden- 
Plover  was  at  the  Long  Beach  G.C.  27  Apr 
(AD),  while  at  Tofino,  4 Greater  Yellowlegs 
were  seen  31  Mar  (RC),  3 Marbled  Godwits  4 
Apr  (AD),  and  15  Short-billed  Dowitchers  5 
Apr  (GB).  The  only  spring  report  of  Bar-tailed 
Godwit  came  from  the  n.  of  Vancouver  L, 
with  a single  at  the  Quatse  Estuary  in  Port 
Hardy  24  Apr  (GLM).  Rare  in  spring  in  the  in- 
terior, a Sanderling  was  at  the  mouth  of  Mis- 
sion Cr.,  Kelowna  6-7  May  (RyT). 

GULLS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A visit  to  the  Grant  1.  gull  colony  (host  to  four 
species  of  nesting  gulls)  furnished  a record- 
early  egg-laying  date  of  13  Apr  for  California 
Gull  and  14  Apr  for  Ring-billed  Gull  (DGC, 
EN).  While  Iceland  Gulls  can  be  found  any- 
time from  Nov  through  Apr,  there  is  often  an 
increase  in  sightings  during  their  northward 
movement  in  Mar/Apr,  as  evidenced  by  the 


singles  in  Mud  Bay,  Kelowna  4 Mar  (RyT,  CC) 
and  at  Little  River,  e.  coast  of  Vancouver  1.  7 
Apr  (m.ob.).  Vernon’s  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull  was  again  relocated  at  the  mouth  of  Ver- 
non Cr.  4 Mar  (BP),  a holdover  from  winter. 
Adding  to  the  winter  influx  of  coastal  Slaty- 
backed  Gulls,  a subad.  was  at  Kye  Bay,  Comox 
12  Mar  (ph.  JJ),  then  later  found  at  Qualicum 
Beach  17-20  Mar  (m.ob.);  another  ad.  was  at 
Willow  Pt.,  Campbell  R.  17  Mar  QJ);  and  a 
third-winter  bird  was  at  Little  Qualicum  Estu- 
ary 22  Mar-  2 Apr  (ph.  GLM  et  ah).  Very  rare 
in  the  province  away  from  the  Creston  Valley, 
a single  Forster’s  Tern  was  at  Swan  L.,  Vernon 
27  May  (RyT,  TE). 

Eurasian  Collared-Doves  are  resident  in 
Cawston,  but  in  recent  years  they  have  been 
observed  from  as  far  away  as  Kelowna  and 
Whistler;  it  is  not  known  whether  these  are 
from  the  Cawston  population  or  from  farther 
south.  One  was  in  West  Sechelt  (m.ob.),  an- 
other in  Comox  with  a flock  of  Band-tailed 
Pigeons  16  May  (ph,  MJ),  and  another  was  in 
Kelowna  26  Apr  and  7 May  (MB,  JA).  Kam- 
loops birders  were  surprised  by  a late  linger- 
ing Snowy  Owl  9-29  Apr  (fide  RH),  which 
furnished  a first  Apr  record  for  the  Kamloops 
area;  other  singles 
were  in  the  High- 
land Valley  near 
Kamloops  22  May 
(fide  RH)  and  in  the 
Lac  du  Bois  area  n. 
of  Kamloops  29 
May  (KW).  At  least 
3 Snowy  Owls  also 
remained  late  along 
the  Boundary  Bay 
dike  through  10 
Apr  (CP),  and  a 
single  remained  at  Sea  1.  through  11  May 
(MMN).  Black  Swifts  can  be  found  in  large 
migrating  flocks  in  late  May  just  ahead  of 
stormy  weather.  On  just  such  an  occasion,  a 
record-breaking  1100  were  tallied  while  feed- 
ing over  Swan  L.,  Vernon  22  May  (DGC,  DB). 
A Calliope  Hummingbird,  very  rare  along  the 
coast,  furnished  a 6th  Victoria  area  record  23 
May  (RTo)  at  Mount  Newton. 

A Black  Phoebe  was  discovered  28  Apr  at  a 
pond  on  the  campus  of  Trinity  Western  Uni- 
versity, Langley  (tSO,  ph.  MW  et  ah),  fur- 
nishing a 6th  provincial  record,  and  an  East- 
ern Phoebe  was  at  the  Rocky  Point  B.O.  in 
Metchosin  7 May  (GD),  a first  record  for  the 
Victoria  area.  Say’s  Phoebes  are  annual  spring 
visitors  to  the  s.  coast  in  late  Apr-early  May, 
and  at  least  3 were  found,  including  an  early 
one  at  Chesterman  Beach  20  Mar  (AD),  fur- 
nishing the  2nd  record  for  the  w.  coast  of 
Vancouver  1.  An  Ash-throated  Flycatcher 


This  second-year  Painted  Bunting  visited  a Victoria,  British  Columbia  feeder  21  (here  24)  March 
through  4 April  2006.  Photograph  by  TedArdley. 
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provided  a 3rd  Rocky  Point  B.O.  record  24 
May  (GD).  Record  early  by  nearly  a full 
month,  an  Eastern  Kingbird  was  found  along 
the  Grey  Canal  Trail  in  Vernon  8 Apr  (CG).  A 
Clarks  Nutcracker,  very  rare  on  the  island, 
was  in  a trailer  park  in  Port  Alberni  22  Mar 
(RM).  A very  early  Barn  Swallow  was  with  a 
few  Violet-green  Swallows  in  Kelowna  18 
Mar  (RyT). 

A male  Western  Bluebird  was  investigating 
a nest  box  in  Mackenzie,  where  casual,  15 
May  (ph.  VL).  For  some  unknown  reason, 
there  was  an  unprecedented  spring  coastal  in- 
vasion of  both  Mountain  Bluebirds  and 
Townsend’s  Solitaires,  with  most  sightings 
from  Vancouver  1.  and  the  Lower  Mainland.  A 
Northern  Mockingbird  was  at  Carmanah 
Point  Lightstation  31  May  (ph.  JE);  another 
was  in  Osoyoos  2 May  (CS).  Sage  Thrashers 
returned  to  the  s.  Okanagan  again  this  spring, 
with  the  first  report  of  a singing  male  at  White 
L,  19  May  (CC)  and  another  located  at 
Chopaka  27  May  (CC).  Once  again,  the 
species  was  confirmed  breeding — a nest  with 
2 young  was  documented  at  Chopaka  30  May 
(RC).  A singing  Nashville  Warbler  was  a rare 
coastal  sight  11  May  in  Victoria  (RTo).  Very 
rare  in  the  province,  a Hermit  Warbler  was 
found  on  Mt.  Tolmie,  a well-known  vagrant 
trap  in  Victoria  21  May  (BG  et  al.);  it  made 
the  2nd  record  for  the  Victoria  area.  Single 
Palm  Warblers  were  at  Radar  L.,  Dawson 
Creek  15  May  (BE  et  al.)  and  at  Steamboat  18 
May  (TS,  BT).  Arriving  rather  early,  a Yellow- 
breasted Chat  was  at  one  of  its  preferred  s. 
Okanagan  spots  7 May  along  famed  Rd.  22, 
Oliver  (RC).  An  extremely  early  or  possibly 
wintering  Vesper  Sparrow  was  in  Kelowna  13 
Mar  (CC,  DW,  NK).  Rare  on  Vancouver  I., 
aside  from  the  few  that  are  known  to  nest  at 
the  Nanaimo  Airport,  a Vesper  was  in  Duncan 
17  Apr  (AT),  but  most  out  of  place  was  a sin- 
gle on  the  Long  Beach  G.C.  21  Apr  (AD).  A 
Black-throated  Sparrow,  casual  in  the 
province,  arrived  with  Savannah  Sparrows 
and  was  later  heard  singing  27-28  Apr  in  Gib- 
son’s (ph.  AS  et  al).  A wintering  Harris’s  Spar- 
row remained  rather  late  at  a feeder  near 
Kelovma  through  25  Apr  (TF).  A Black-head- 
ed Grosbeak  at  New  Hazelton  13  May  (RS) 
furnished  a first  record  for  the  locale  and  one 
of  the  most  northerly  records  in  the  province. 

A second-year  Painted  Bunting  at  Brent- 
wood Bay,  Victoria  21  Mar-4  Apr  QG  et  al.) 
furnished  a 2nd  provincial  record  and  had 
probably  wintered  locally.  A male  Dickcissel 
was  at  Jordan  R.  27-28  May,  a highlight  of  the 
Victoria  Natural  History  Society  field  trip 
(GT,  MR  et  al).  The  province’s  best-known 
and  most  reliable  Bobolink  colony  contained 
20  males  22  May  (DGC,  DB).  Casual  away 


Continuing  from  the  winter  season,  this  Brambling  remained  at  Duncan,  British 
Columbia  through  at  least  18  March  2006  (here  28  January);  it  was  the  sixth  for 
the  Victoria  vicinity.  Photograph  by  Derrick  Marven. 


This  Black-throated  Sparrow  was  photographed  28  April  2006  at  Gibson's,  on  the 
Sunshine  Coast  of  British  Columbia.  Photograph  by  Arnold  Skei. 


Contributors  (subregional  ed- 
itors in  boldface):  David 
Allinson  (Victoria),  Walter 
Amman,  James  Anderson, 

Cathy  Antoniazzi  (cen.  interi- 
or), Peter  Blokker,  Jack  Bowl- 
ing (weather  summary),  Derek 
Bullard,  Margaret  Bryan, 

George  Bradd,  Richard  J.  Can- 
nings (s.  Okanagan),  Russell 
Cannings,  Colin  Clasen,  Iain 
Colquhoun,  Ralph  Crombie, 

Georgia  Darbyshire,  Gabriel 
David,  Gary  S.  Davidson 
(Kootenays),  Luke  DeCicco, 

Ray  Delong,  Adrian  Dorst 
(Tofino-Ucluelet),  Jerry  Et- 
zkorn,  Trevor  Forder,  Bert 
Frenz,  Bryan  Gates,  Jeremy 
Gatten,  Calvin  Gehlen,  Bob 
Handheld,  Rick  Howie,  Jukka 
Jantunen,  Malcolm  Jolly,  Nan- 
cy Krueger,  Vi  Lambie,  Barry 
Lancaster,  Gale  Lutkehaus,  Derrick  Marven, 
Martin  McNicholl,  Donna  Monty,  Guy  L. 
Monty,  Richard  Mooney,  Erin  Nelson,  Dean 
Nicholson,  Stan  Olson,  Carlo  Pavan,  Brent 
Phillips,  Mark  Phinney  (Peace  R.),  Guy 
Pickavance,  Phil  Ranson  (Cariboo),  Randy 
Rawluk,  Mary  Robichaud,  Chris  Siddle,  Ryan 


Tomlinson,  Rick  Toochin  (Vancouver),  Terry 
Sisson,  Arnold  Skei,  Ray  Sturney  Bill  Taylor, 
Gail  Tupper,  Jared  Towers,  Anton  Turner, 
Karen  Willies,  Don  Wilson,  Mark  Wynja.  ^ 


Donald  G.  Cecile,  7995  Wilson-Jackson  Road,  Vernon, 
British  Columbia  V1B  3N5,  (dcecile@telus.net) 


from  the  Peace  R.  area,  a Com- 
mon Crackle  was  in  Tofino  3 1 
Mar  (AD).  A male  Bullock’s 
Oriole  made  a brief  appearance 
in  Prince  George,  well  n.  of  its 
s.  interior  breeding  range,  17 
May  (m.ob.).  Baltimore  Oriole, 
a bird  of  the  Peace  R.  area,  was 
well  away  from  its  summer 
haunts  along  the  Jordan  R.  30 
May  (RTo).  Duncan’s  Bram- 
bling remained  until  18  Mar 
(GeD,  ph  DM),  furnishing  a 
6th  Victoria  area  record.  Re- 
markably late,  a singing  Com- 
mon Redpoll  was  in  Kelowna  7 
May  (CC  et  al),  especially  re- 
markable given  the  species' 
relative  absence  this  winter. 
Cassin’s  Finches  were  unusual- 
ly prevalent  in  the  cen.  interi- 
or, with  a mid-Mar  influx  that 
included  singles  in  Prince 
George  16  Mar  QB  et  al.)  and 
Fort  St.  James  19  Mar  (RR). 
Following  their  winter  ab- 
sence, Evening  Grosbeaks  be- 
gan returning  in  very  small 
numbers  16  Apr  to  Vernon 
(PB). 


Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continue  to  make  occasional  appearances  along  the 
southern  coast  of  British  Columbia;  this  individual  was  photographed  in  Comox 
1 6 May  2006.  Photograph  by  Malcolm  Jolly. 
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wick’s  Swan  appeared  near  La  Conner,  Skagit 
23  Mar  and  may  have  been  one  of  the  indi- 
viduals present  in  Skagit  this  winter  (tTA). 

The  Falcated  Duck  remained  near  Eugene 
through  20  Mar  (AC).  A record  210  Eurasian 
Wigeons  gathered  on  the  Samish  Flats,  Skagit 
2 Mar  (TA),  while  a cumulative  34  in  e.  Wash- 
ington was  nearly  double  the  norm,  and  an 
exceptional  1 1 were  in  se.  Oregon  near  Kla- 
math Falls  5 Mar  (M.  Rudolph).  A number 
tarried  well  into  May,  the  latest  of  which  en- 
livened St.  Andrews,  Douglas  26  May  (SM). 
Single  Eurasian  Wigeon  x American  Wigeon 
hybrids  at  Richland  24  Mar  (ph.  DG)  and 
Clarkston,  Asotin  26  Mar  (ph.  L.  Hamrin) 
were  apparently  the  first  for  e.  Washington. 
Six  Eurasian  Teal  were  detected,  2 of  which 
were  at  Lower  Klamath  14  Apr  (KS);  they 
have  been  found  annually  of  late  on  the  east- 
side.  Five  Eurasian  Teal  x Green-winged  Teal 
intergrades  were  noted.  Both  totals  are  excep- 
tionally low.  By  season’s  end,  several  dozen 
pairs  of  Redhead  were  at  ER.R.,  where  this 
species  has  bred  since  2003  (DI);  elsewhere 
on  the  westside,  this  species  is  an  uncommon 
migrant  and  exceptionally  rare  breeder.  A 
Ring-necked  Duck  x scaup  hybrid  courted  a 
female  Lesser  Scaup  at  Edison,  Skagit  30  Mar 
(SM,  TA),  while  others  inhabited  Eugene  2 


In  spring  2006,  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  escalated  their  movement  into  the  Paciric  Northwest  dramatically,  with  no  fewer 
than  48  found  in  Oregon  and  Washington,  mostly  east  of  the  Cascade  Mountains.  A year  ago,  Oregon  and  Washington  had 
about  30  records  combined.  These  particular  coliared-doves  were  the  only  ones  found  in  western  Washington,  inhabiting 
Point  No  Point,  Kitsap  County,  12-15  (here  15)  May  2006.  Photograph  by  George  Gerdts. 


Steven  Miodinow  David  Irons 
BillTweit 


This  spring  produced  a potpourri  of  in- 
teresting events,  with  something  for 
everyone.  Range  expansions  and  ir- 
ruptions dominated,  but  there  was  also  a rea- 
sonable assortment  of  rarities,  strange  hy- 
brids, record  shorebird  numbers,  numerous 
lingering  waterfowl,  and  a plethora  of  eastside 
passerines  gone  west.  Unlike  the  birding,  the 
weather  was  unremarkable  in  both  tempera- 
ture and  precipitation. 

Abbreviations:  ER.R.  (Fern  Ridge  Res.,  Lane, 
OR);  Lower  Klamath  (Lower  Klamath  N.’W.R., 
Klamath,  OR);  Malheur  (Malheur  N.W.R., 
Harney,  OR);  N.S.C.B.  (N.  Spit  Coos  Bay, 
Coos,  OR);  O.S.  (Ocean  Shores,  Grays  Harbor, 
WA);  RN.R  (Ft.  No  Point,  Kitsap,  WA):  FS.B. 
(Port  Susan  Bay,  Snohomish,  "WA);  P.T.  (Puget 
Trough,  WA);  S.R.M.  (Sandy  River  mouth, 
Multnomah,  OR),  W.V.  (Willamette  Valley, 
OR);  W.W.R.D.  (Walla  Walla  R.  delta,  Walla 
Walla,  WA).  Eastside  and  westside  indicate  east 
and  west  of  the  Cascade  crest,  respectively. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  RAILS 

A lingering  Emperor  Goose  at  Astoria 
through  19  Mar  yielded  the  spring’s  lone 
sighting  (L.  Cain).  Following  recent  trends,  3 
Blue  Geese  were  on  Fir  L,  Skagit  2 Mar-10 
Apr;  2 were  also  at  more  traditional  locations 
in  se.  Oregon  during  early  Mar.  Peculiar  hy- 
brid geese  again  appeared  in  e.  Washington. 
Two  Snow  Goose  x Canada/Cackling  Goose 
hybrids  near  Sprague,  Lincoln  3 Apr  were  like- 
ly the  same  birds  seen  during  Feb  in  Walla 
Walla  (GS);  size  and  plumage  seem  to  indi- 
cate Blue  Goose  x Canada  Goose,  though  sev- 
eral backcrosses  are  also  possible.  Another 
similar  hybrid  stopped  near  Corfu,  Grant  19 
Mar  (SM,  DSc,  BSc,  BF).  Fewer-than-normal 
stray  Ross’s  Geese  were  detected,  with  4 in  e. 
Washington  and  one  in  w.  Oregon,  including 


late  singles  at  Philleo  L.,  Spokane  18  May 
(MW,  GS)  and  River  Bend,  Pend  Oreille  20-21 
May  (T.  Little);  quite  late,  but  within  range, 
was  a Ross’s  at  Burns  28  May  (DP).  Two  blue- 
morph  Ross’s  Geese  were  near  Burns  9 Apr, 
providing  the  Region’s  3rd  record  (JW,  ph.  K. 
Rollins).  Ten  Dusky  Canada  Geese  (B.  c.  occi- 
dentalis),  rare  in  the  RT.,  visited  Nisqually  4 
Mar  (SM).  Two  apparent  Richardson’s  Geese 
(B.  h.  hutchinsii)  were  at  McNary  N.W.R.,  Wal- 
la Walla  19  Mar  (tSM,  DSc);  unlike  other  re- 
cent pale-breasted  Cackling  Geese,  these 
birds  bore  the  structure  typical  of  hutchinsii 
rather  than  taverneri.  Rare  in  e.  Washington, 
2 B.  h.  minima  were  near  Corfu  19  Mar  (BE 
DSc,  BSc,  SM),  and  one  was  at  Waukon  L., 
Lincoln  19  Mar  (GS).  Eight  Aleutian  Cackling 
Geese  (B.  h.  leucopariea),  rare  to  very  rare  in 
the  P.T.,  were  at  Nisqually  8 Apr  (SM,  S.  Ter- 
ry). Single  Black  Brant,  rare  away  from  salt 
water,  were  seen  at  Brownsville,  Linn  11  Mar 
(R.  Hoyer)  and  Baskett  Slough,  Polk  27  Mar 
OW). 

A number  of  Trumpeter  Swans  lingered, 
the  latest  of  which  were  singles  at  Kent,  King 
through  21  May  (G.  McWethy,  CW)  and  PS.B. 
14  Mays-  (SM);  the  last  usually  depart  in  ear- 
ly Apr.  Additionally,  the  long-staying  Trum- 
peter at  Turnbull  N.W.R.,  Spokane,  the  sole 


remnant  from  a prior  introduction  attempt, 
returned  this  year  with  a mate  15  Mar-t,  and 
nest-building  ensued  (GS,  JA,  MW).  Tundra 
Swans  also  dawdled,  the  latest  of  which  were 
5 at  Ridgefield  18  May  0-  Sullivan)  and  sin- 
gles at  Keechelus  L,  Kittitas  17-18  May  (TA) 
and  Ellensburg  20  May  (S.  Gerstle).  A Be- 


Mar-7 Apr  (DI)  and  Meares  L.,  Tillamook  28 
Mar  QW).  Five  Tufted  Ducks,  all  on  the  west- 
side  1 1 Mar-27  Apr,  trebled  the  spring  aver- 
age. A Tufted  Duck  x scaup  hybrid  was  stud- 
ied at  Desert  Aire,  Grant  11  Mar  (SM,  BT, 
BLB);  its  size,  structure,  and  companions 
(2000  Greater  Scaup)  strongly  suggest  that 
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Populations  of  Wild  Turkey  in  southeastern  Washington  and  northeastern  Oregon  seem  to  be  exploding. 
On  30  November  2002,  a record-high  310  were  found  along  Upper  Dry  Creek,  Umatilla  County,  Oregon,  and 
as  of  September  2005,  the  species  had  established  itself  in  Franklin  County,  Washington  at  Lyons  Ferry. 
These  two  males,  in  company  of  six  females  (here  28  May  2006),  apparently  first  arrived  at  Washtucna  last 
fall,  furnishing  a first  record  for  Washington's  Adams  County.  Photograph  by  Steven  G.  Mlodinow. 


one  parent  was  Greater  Scaup.  Now  virtually 
annual  on  the  eastside  in  spring,  2 Long- 
tailed Ducks  were  near  Vantage  26  Mar  0- 
Danzenbaker).  Wild  Turkeys  seem  to  be  ex- 
panding their  range.  At  Lyons  Ferry,  Franklin, 
where  first  noted  last  fall,  a hen  plus  brood 
was  found  7 May  (DR),  2 were  seen  at  Iowa 
Beef,  Wallfl  Walla  1 May  (DR),  and  up  to  8 
were  in  Washtucna,  where  they  apparently 
initially  arrived  last  fall,  providing  Adams’s 
first  record  (BF). 

The  1500  Red-throated  Loons  passing  Boil- 
er Bay  24  Apr  (PP)  yielded  the  Region’s  best 
spring  tally  since  2002.  Not  annual  during 
spring  on  the  eastside,  a Pacific  Loon  appeared 
at  E.  Wenatchee,  Douglas  5 Mar  (CW).  A 
Washington-record  50,000  Pacific  Loons 
passed  O.S.  on  the  somewhat  late  date  of  20 
May  (KA),  while  peak  passage  at  Boiler  Bay 
was  15,000  on  the  more  typical  date  of  1 May 
(PP).  Three  Yellow-billed  Loons  26  Mar-11 
Apr  was  near  normal.  Six  Clark’s  Grebes  in- 
habited Vancouver  L.,  Clark  13  May  (SM);  oth- 
erwise, only  2 were  found  in  w.  Washington 
through  22  Apr.  There  were  five  organized 
pelagic  trips  off  Oregon  and  Washington  this 
spring,  plus  a NOAA  research  cruise  that  was 
off  Washington’s  coast  14-31  Mar.  Laysan  Al- 
batrosses are  nearly  annual  during  spring,  but 
this  year’s  7 was  the  most  since  2000:  2 were 
off  Washington  during  Mar  (SMi),  4 were  off 
Newport  18  Mar  (GG),  and  one  was  off 
Charleston,  Coos  21  May  (GG).  An  astonish- 
ing spring  tally  of  500  Black-footed  Albatross- 
es was  garnered  off  Charleston,  Coos  21  May 
(GG).  A first-year  Short-tailed  Albatross  over 
Perpetua  Bank  18  Mar  provided  Oregon’s  10th 
modern-day  record  (GG);  most  Regional 
records  are  Sep-Jan.  A dark  gadfly  petrel 
(Pterodroma  species)  was  about  60  km  off  O.S. 
30  Apr  (TG);  Washington  has  about  seven 
records  of  such,  all  late  Apr-late  Sep,  with  only 
Murphy’s  Petrel  having  been  definitively  iden- 
tified. Fulmar  and  shearwater  numbers  were 
low.  Northern  Fulmar  averaged  fewer  than  30 
per  pelagic  trip,  the  Pink-footed  Shearwater  to- 
tal was  below  40,  and  Sooty  Shearwater  num- 
bers averaged  only  about  2000  per  trip.  For  the 
6th  consecutive  spring,  a Flesh-footed  Shear- 
water was  detected,  this  time  off  Newport  18 
Mar,  about  six  weeks  early  (GG).  Most  re- 
markable was  a Buller’s  Shearwater  near  Ky- 
daka  Pt.,  Clallam  19  Mar  (SMi,  A.  Richards,]. 
Plissner);  there  are  fewer  than  10  Washington 
records  outside  Aug-Nov  and  only  two  prior 
records  from  Washington’s  inland  marine  wa- 
ters. A record  11  Manx  Shearwaters  were  re- 
ported this  spring,  with  2 off  Westport  22  Apr 
(tBT),  3 at  Ft.  Canby  Pacific  14  May  (TG),  4 
off  Westport  20  May  (tBT),  and  singles  at  Boil- 
er Bay  2 Apr  and  2 May  (PP). 


American  White  Pelicans  are  now  expected 
in  the  W.V,  with  76  reported  from  seven  loca- 
tions from  Eugene  to  Steigerwald  L.,  Clark. 
Farther  n.  on  the  westside,  where  still  rare,  6 
were  along  Hood  Canal,  Mason  27  May  (fide 
B.  Shelmerdine),  and  3 visited  Sequim  Bay, 


Clallam  31  May  (B.  Boekelheide).  Brown  Pel- 
icans are  exceptionally  rare  in  the  P.T.  prior  to 
Jul;  this  year,  one  appeared  at  Sandy  Pt., 
Whatcom  15  Apr,  an  early  date  anywhere  in 
Washington  (H.  Flores),  to  be  followed  by  a 
shocking  14  at  RN.R  24  May  (VN)  and  8 else- 


where in  the  PT.  25  May+.  Only  4 White- 
faced Ibis  were  noted  in  Washington,  includ- 
ing an  early  bird  near  Cheney,  Spokane  7-8 
May  (CC,JC). 

The  Region’s  first  spring  Broad-winged 
Hawks  since  2000  were  seen  at  Malheur  27 
Apr  (M.  Marsh)  and  Baskett 
Slough  28  Apr  (B.  Tice).  Now 
annual  on  the  westside,  sin- 
gle Swainson's  Hawks  were 
observed  along  the  New  R., 
Coos  3 May  (TR)  and  S. 
Prairie,  Pierce  11  May  (CW). 
Four  Ferruginous  Hawks 
were  detected  on  the  west- 
side  during  Mar;  a decade 
ago,  this  species  was  a mega- 
rarity w.  of  the  Cascades. 
Washington’s  3rd  Crested 
Caracara  feasted  on  a dead 
racoon  near  Porter,  Grays 
Flarbor  28-29  May  (ph.  B. 
Moody,  S.  Holloway),  while 
Oregon’s  3rd  appeared  near 
Blodgett,  Benton  1 Mar  and 
then  reappeared  near  Corval- 
lis 11  Mar  (M.  Monroe,  J.  Jabousek),  only  to 
be  followed  by  that  state’s  4th  caracara  at  Flo- 
ras L.,  CiuTV  28  Mar  (DL,  KC);  this  Regional 
incursion  is  coincidental  with  a similar  phe- 
nomenon in  coastal  California.  A Prairie  Mer- 
lin (subspecies  richardsoni)  adorned  Yakima 


Washington's  fourth  Great-tailed  Grackle  returned  to  Liberty  Lake,  Spokane 
County  30  March  2006  (here  14  April);  it  has  appeared  intermittently  there 
since  approximately  1 January  2004.  Photograph  by  Ron  Dexter. 
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Washington's  sixth  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  photographed 
here  at  Moses  Lake,  Grant  County  on  12  March  2006,  remained 
until  18  March.  The  state's  first  record  was  documented  only 
in  January  2000.  Photograph  by  Doug  Schonewald. 


19  Mar  (ph.  DG);  this  subspecies  is  likely 
more  numerous  in  the  Region  than  the  few  re- 
ports would  suggest.  An  unremarkable  6 Gyr- 
falcons  this  spring  included  a late  bird  at 
Coulee  City,  Grant  16  Apr  (DSc).  Single 
Prairie  Falcons,  rare  during  spring  on  the 
westside,  were  found  at  Finley  N.W.R,  3 Mar 
(S.  Seibel)  and  Coburg,  Lane  7 Mar  (B. 
Combs).  If  accepted  by  the  Washington 
B.R.C.,  a Common  Moorhen,  seen  briefly  but 
well  along  Dodson  Rd.,  Grant  16  May,  would 
furnish  Washingtons  first  record  (tBF);  the 
timing  is  consistent  with  the  species’  occur- 
rence in  Oregon.  A Common  Moorhen  at 
Black  Butte  Ranch,  Deschutes  10  Apr  was 
about  Oregon’s  14th  and  only  the  2nd  not 
from  May-Jun  (tD.  & G.  Marshall). 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH 
WOODPECKERS 

For  the  first  spring  since  1995,  no  golden- 
plovers  were  found  in  Washington,  and  only 
one,  a Pacific  at  N.S.C.B.  13  Apr  (TR),  ap- 
peared in  Oregon.  A gathering  of  1800  Semi- 
palmated  Plovers  at  Bandon,  Coos  3 May  like- 
ly set  an  Oregon  record  and  fell  just  short  of 
the  Regional  spring  record  of  2000  set  on  3 
May  1986  at  O.S.  The  only  westside  Black- 
necked Stilts  were  birds  returning  to  FR.R.  7 
Apr-r,  where  a maximum  of  10  was  recorded 
(S.  Gordon,  DI).  Throughout  the  Region,  yel- 
lowlegs  of  both  species  were  estimated  at  only 
20-40%  of  their  usual  numbers.  Solitary 
Sandpiper  numbers  were  near  normal,  with 
29  on  the  westside  and  7 on  the  east,  mostly 
23  Apr-8  May;  the  maximum  was  6 near 
Kent,  King  1 May  (MB).  For  the  6th  consecu- 
tive spring,  Willets  appeared  in  e.  Washing- 
ton: 2 near  Corfu,  Grant  1 May  (R.  Sanders), 
with  one  remaining  through  10  May  (BF). 
Two  Upland  Sandpipers  at  Bear  Valley,  Grant 
28  May  were  at  a traditional  breeding  site, 


providing  hope  that  this  species 
persists  as  a breeder  species  in  the 
Region  (|.  Carlson);  another  near 
Hines,  Harney  29  May  was  a va- 
grant, the  first  such  bird  in  several 
years  (DP).  Oregon’s  10th  Bristle- 
thighed Curlew  adorned  Clatsop 
Beach  22  May  (ph.  DB);  the  weath- 
er pattern  in  the  third  week  of  May 
was  similar  to  the  one  that  pro- 
duced the  unprecedented  incur- 
sion during  May  1998  and  might 
have  produced  similar  results  had 
it  occurred  earlier  in  the  season.  A 
Whimbrel  near  Kittitas  23  Apr  fur- 
nished the  first  eastside  spring 
record  since  2003  (D.  Essman), 
and  2500  at  Starr  Ranch,  Cutry  3 
May  set  a Regional  spring  record 
(R.  McKenzie).  Three  Long-billed  Curlews, 
rare  on  the  interior  westside,  visited  the  W.V 
9 Apr-7  May  (fide  HN),  A Hudsonian  Godwit 
at  Duley  L.,  Okanogan  9 May  (tM.  Spencer) 
and  2 at  Ocosta,  Grays  Harbor  21  May  (tM. 
Bartels)  furnished  the  Region’s  first  spring 
records  since  2002.  A gathering  of  180  Mar- 
bled Godwits  at  Lower  Klamath  14  Apr  was 
unprecedented  for  the  eastside  (KS);  Mar- 
bleds  are  not  annual  on  the  interior  westside, 
so  4 in  the  W.V.  and  RT.  8 Apr-12  May  were 
noteworthy. 

Tallies  of  55  Red  Knots  at  Tillamook  7 May 
(WG)  and  40  in  Lane/Lincoln  30  Apr  (DI)  su- 


perceded any  recent  Oregon  counts.  It  was  a 
boon  spring  for  Semipalmated  Sandpipers, 
with  8 in  Washington  and  4 in  Oregon  22 
Apr-28  May;  highlights  included  maxima  of  3 
each  at  Brady,  Grays  Harbor  28  Apr  Q- 
Skriletz)  and  P.S.B.  11  May  (SM,  DD),  plus 


very  rare  eastside  spring  records  of  one  at 
Iowa  Beef,  Walla  Walla  8 May  (MB)  and  2 at 
Wasco,  Sherman  13  May  (DB).  A stunning 
400,000  Western  Sandpipers  passed  Bandon, 
Coos  2 May  (DL,  KC);  this  exceptional  num- 
ber of  Westerns,  and  the  influx  of  Semi- 
palmated Plovers  noted  above,  seemed  tied  to 
strong  nw.  winds  prevalent  2-3  May  (KC). 
Ten  Baird’s  Sandpipers  28  Apr-28  May  was 
about  twice  the  norm.  A total  of  34  Pectoral 
Sandpipers  5-18  May  represented  the  3rd  “ir- 
ruption” out  of  the  past  four  springs.  Maxima 
included  11  near  Cheney,  Spokane  17  May 
(fide  CO  and  10  at  P.S.B.  18  May  (DD,  SM); 
oddly,  all  but  one  were  in  Washington.  A 
Dunlin  at  Sprague,  Lincoln  27  May  was  about 
three  weeks  late  for  the  eastside  (DSc).  Very 
rare  in  spring,  a Ruff  appeared  at  RS.B.  18 
May  (tSM,  tDD).  Short-billed  Dowitchers, 
very  rare  during  spring  on  the  eastside,  in- 
cluded one  at  Hatfield  L.,  Deschutes  3 May  (C. 
& M.  Miller),  one  at  Iowa  Beef  10  May  (BW), 
and  6 near  Burns  18  May  (O.  Schmidt). 

A Parasitic  Jaeger,  very  rare  during  spring  in 
the  RT.,  was  at  Everett  20  May  (SM);  singles 
off  the  Washington  coast  20  & 21  Mar  were 
about  six  weeks  early  (tSMi).  Not  annual  dur- 
ing spring,  a Long-tailed  Jaeger  was  off  West- 
port  20  May  (BT),  and  3 were  off  Charleston, 
Coos  21  May  (GG).  Four  Franklin’s  Gulls  in  e. 
Washington  2-29  May  was  not  atypical;  one 
was  also  on  the  westside,  where  not  annual  in 
spring,  at  Jeff’s  Head,  Kitsap  30  May  (BSW). 

No  longer  annual  during 
spring,  a Little  Gull  was  at 
Bainbridge  L,  Kitsap  16  Apr 
(BSW).  An  estimated  8500 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  passed  the 
New  R.  mouth,  Coos  4 May 
(TR).  Washington’s  14th  Ice- 
land Gull  stopped  at  Wallula, 
Walla  Walla  19  Mar  (tDSc, 
tSM);  the  state’s  6th  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull  was  at 
Moses  L,  Grant  12-18  Mar 
(ph.  DSc),  while  the  Coulee 
Lakes  bird,  first  found  in  Oct 
2004,  reappeared  at  L.  Lenore, 
Grant  26  Mar-23  Apr  (DSc, 
tBT,  ph.  DP);  all  but  one  of 
Washington’s  records  have 
been  from  the  eastside.  Wash- 
ington’s 10th  Slaty-backed 
Gull  was  at  Tukwila,  King  1 
Mar  (ph.  C.  Cox),  and  one  at 
Portland  22  Mar  was  about  the  11th  for  Ore- 
gon (TIT);  almost  all  Regional  records  are 
Dec-Mar.  A goodly  11+  Glaucous  Gulls  were 
noted,  the  latest  of  which  was  at  Neah  Bay, 
Clallam  14  May  (B.  Boekelheide).  An  apparent 
Glaucous-winged  Gull  x Herring  Gull  hybrid 


This  American  Three-toed  Woodpecker  at  Wauconda,  Okanogan  County,  on  23 
May  2006  appears  to  be,  at  least  in  part,  of  the  subspecies  dorsalis.  Only  P.  d fm- 
ciatus  had  been  known  to  occur  in  Washington/Oregon,  and  Washington's  birds 
were  assumed  to  be  among  the  darkest  members  of  that  subspecies.  Note,  how- 
ever, the  unmarked  center  of  this  bird's  back  and  its  resemblance  to  the  bird  on 
the  front  cover  of  North  American  Birds  49  (4).  Photograph  by  Tom  Munson. 
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^ A This  season  saw  unprecedented  numbers  of  live  Parakeet  Auklets  concurrent  with  unprecedented  mortality  in  Rhi- 
3 noceros  Auklets.  The  NOAA  cruise,  14-31  Mar,  encountered  48  live  and  one  dead  Parakeet  Auklet,  with  34  off  Clal- 
lam, 5 oil  Jefferson,  6 oH  Pacific,  and  3 off  Tillamook  (SMi).  Most  were  near  the  shelf  edge,  but  several  were  within  15  km  of 
shore.  Eleven  more  were  off  Westport  22  Apr  (tBT),  and  2 were  about  30  km  off  La  Push  28  Apr  (TG);  the  previous  Region- 
al record  was  5!  Simultaneously,  a large-scale  die-off  of  Rhinoceros  Auklets  occurred  from  the  Columbia  R.  mouth  s.  to  Cur- 
ry. The  100-t-  found  dead  near  Ona  Beach,  Lincoln  during  Mar  was  nearly  ten-fold  greater  than  the  prior  monthly  record  for 
this  transect,  which  has  been  run  weekly  for  nearly  30  years  (B.  Loeffel).  One  bird  found  dead  in  Coos  had  been  banded  in 
Alaska  Jul  2005  (R.  Namitzj,  and  most  were  emaciated  first-  or  second-year  birds  (MP). 


was  at  Coulee  Playland,  Grant  1 Apr  (tGS); 
this  is  only  the  2nd  record  for  e.  Washington, 
though  this  hybrid  is  likely  overlooked  there. 
Offshore,  good  numbers  of  Sabine’s  Gulls  were 
encountered  during  May,  with  a maximum  of 
250  off  La  Push,  Clallam  13  May  (SH).  In  the 
RT.,  where  extremely  rare  during  spring,  3 
Sabine’s  were  off  Kingston,  Kitsap  28  May  (M. 
Dufort),  and  12  were  there  30  May  (BSW). 
Few  Arctic  Terns  were  seen  offshore,  with  a 
peak  of  20  off  La  Push  13  May  (SH).  Five 
Forster’s  Tern  at  Ankeny  N.W.R.  15  May  (M. 
Kleinbaum)  and  3 in  Portland  25  May  (KT) 
represented  an  above-average  spring  for  the 
westside.  A Black  Tern,  rare  during  spring  in 
w.  Washington,  was  near  Snohomish  14  May 
(C.  Riddell),  and  2 were  at  Fir  I.,  Skagit  24 
May  (M.  Axelson). 

Washington’s  13th  and  14th  Thick-billed 
Murres  were  off  Westport  15  Mar  (TSMi)  and 
about  12  km  off  Ft.  Canby,  Pacific  1 May 
(TG),  respectively;  most  antecedent  Regional 
records  are  Dec-Feb.  A Long-billed  Murrelet 
near  Slip  Pt.,  Clallam  23  Mar  would  be  about 
the  9th  for  Washington  (tSMi).  Two  ad.  An- 
cient Murrelets  with  a chick  off  Westport  20 
May  provided  further  evidence  that  this 
species  has  become  a regular  breeder  in 
Washington  (BT);  additionally,  15  were  off  La 
Push  13  May,  a month  after  migrants  have 
typically  departed  (SH). 

Not  annual  in  Washington,  a Horned  Puf- 
fin was  near  Cape  Flattery,  Clallam  19  Mar  Q- 
Plissner,  SMi).  Somewhat  more  regular  in 
Oregon,  single  Horned  Puffins  were  about  40 
km  off  Clatsop  Spit  1 May  (TG)  and  at  Sea- 
side, Clatsop  7 Apr  (ph.  DB).  Perhaps  related 
to  the  Rhinoceros  Auklet  die-off,  a dead 
Horned  Puffin  was  near  Yaquina  Bay  7 Mar 
(B.  Loeffel),  and  4 were  at  Clatsop  Beach  in 
early  Mar  (MP). 


Several  reports  of  Band-tailed  Pigeons  from 
w.  Klickitat,  Yakima,  and  Kittitas  during  May 
added  to  an  increasing  number  of  records 
from  these  areas,  implying  that  small  num- 
bers nest  e.  of  the  Cascade  crest;  more  unusu- 
al was  a Band-tailed  farther  e.  near  Golden- 
dale,  Klickitat  27  May  (KK,  MB,  MH)  and  one 
near  Redmond,  Deschutes  23  Apr  (G.  Con- 
cannon).  In  w.  Washington,  a stunning  1300 
gathered  near  L.  Whatcom  6 May  Q-  Meche). 

At  least  39  Snowy  Owls  were  found  this 
spring,  split  nearly  evenly  east/west,  including 
an  amazing  7 lingering  into  May,  about  two 
months  later  than  normal.  The  latest  eastside 
Snowies  were  near  Waterville,  Douglas  23-30 


May  (M.  Spencer)  and  Umapine,  U?natilla  24 
May  (MLD).  On  the  westside,  the  last  ap- 
peared near  Edison,  Skagit  12  May  (T.  Breck- 
enridge).  A Great  Gray  Owl  near  Jasper,  Lane 
6 Apr  was  utterly  unexpected  at  about  350  m 
in  the  W.V  foothills  (L.  Colburn).  A Common 
Poorwill  at  Seattle  20-25  May  provided  only 
about  the  10th  record  for  w.  Washington,  most 


of  which  have  come  from  Sep-Oct  (ph.  L.  Kit- 
tleson,  tA.  Sedgley,  tS.  Hoskin,  tA.  Thurber). 
A gathering  of  440  Black  Swifts  at  St.  An- 
drews, Douglas  26  May  was  e.  of  that  species’ 
normal  range  and  the  2nd  highest  count  ever 
for  the  eastside  (SM).  Not  annual  on  the  coast, 
single  White-throated  Swifts  were  at  the  New 
R.,  Coos  13  May  (TR)  and  Gearhart,  Clatsop  15 
May  (MP).  The  Anna’s  Hummingbird  at 
Clarkston,  Asotin  remained  until  13  Mar  (C. 
VandeVorde),  while  one  at  Powell  Butte  18 
May  was  only  Crooks  3rd  (CG).  A Costa’s 
Hummingbird,  seen  2-4  May,  frequented  the 
same  Lyle,  Klickitat  feeder  that  produced  the 
state’s  6th  record  in  May  2005  (tK.  Kagarise); 
none  were  reported  from  Oregon  for  the  first 
spring  since  1995.  Approximately  75  Calliope 
and  50  Rufous  Hummingbirds  crowded  feed- 
ers in  Dixie,  Walla  Walla  13  May  (M&MD), 
both  tallies  likely  Washington  records.  A piti- 
ful 2 Calliope  Hummingbirds  were  found  on 
the  westside,  with  singles  at  Portland  7 May 
(S.  Leaptrott)  and  Cascade  Head,  Lincoln  24 
May  (PP).  Single  Broad-tailed  Hummingbirds 
visited  Frenchglen,  Harney  27  May  (HN)  and 
Malheur  28  May  (CG);  their  pattern  of  occur- 
rence in  Oregon  remains  somewhat 
enigmatic. 

A Lewis’s  Woodpeccker,  not  an- 
nual in  w.  Washington  during 
spring,  inhabited  Everett  12-14 
May  (L.  Hart).  Rare  w.  of  the  Cas- 
cades, 3 Red-naped  Sapsuckers  were 
found  in  the  W.V  and  P.T.  7-20  Apr. 
Two  American  Three-toed  Wood- 
peckers near  Big  Meadow  L.,  Pend 
Oreille  15  May  showed  characteris- 
tics of  subspecies  dorsalis,  not 
known  to  occur  in  Washington 
(tGS).  A similar  bird  was  found  at 
Wauconda,  Okanogan  23  May  (ph. 
T.  Munson);  these  could  well  be  in- 
tergrades between  fasciatus  and  dor- 
salis or  even  “pure”  dorsalis.  A Yel- 
low-shafted Flicker  at  Davenport,  Lincoln  14 
May  was  rather  late  (tJA). 

PASSERINES 

An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  at  Brookings,  Cur- 
ly 14  Apr  was  about  three  weeks  early  (D. 
Munson).  Willow  Flycatchers  arrived  about 
10  days  early,  with  many  mid-May  sightings; 
the  earliest  was  at  Hanford  Site,  Benton  6 May 
(BL,  NL).  Eight  Least  Flycatchers  21  May+ 
was  probably  a Regional  spring  record;  the 
maximum  was  3 at  Turnbull  N.W.R. , Spokane 
27  May  (M.  Frobe).  A Dusky  Flycatcher,  not 
annual  in  the  P.T.,  was  near  S.  Prairie,  Pierce  1 
May  (CW),  while  2 total  in  the  W.V.  was  sub- 
par  (Dl).  Washington’s  8th  Black  Phoebe  re- 
turned to  Auburn,  King  31  Mar+  (M.  Bartels). 


Q A As  of  1 Jun  2006,  Washington  had  hut  six  records  of  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  and  Oregon  about  24.  No  fewer  than  48 
Jli  were  found  this  spring,  almost  equally  divided  between  the  two  states.  This  exponential  increase  included  breeding 
in  Harney  (R.  Vetter),  Klamath  (N.  Schankar),  Adams  [M  DSc),  and  Klickitat  3 May  (0.  Lichtenwald),  all  locations  on  the  east- 
side.  Only  14  of  the  spring's  collared-doves  were  on  the  westside,  with  8 on  the  Oregon  coast,  2 in  w,  Oregon's  interior,  and 
4 at  P.N.P.  (BSW,  ph.  G.  Gerdts).  We  can  only  speculate  about  this  species'  ultimate  abundance  in  the  Region,  but  given  re- 
cent events,  it  appears  that  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  will  soon  be  commonplace. 


Snowy  Owls  lingered  after  this  winter's  irruption  as  never  before, 
with  seven  in  Washington  lasting  into  May  and  this  bird,  Oregon's 
latest  ever  by  more  than  a month,  near  Umapine,  Umatilla  County 
on  24  May  2006.  Photograph  byMerryLynn  Denny. 
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Washington’s  7th  Eastern  Phoebe  was  at 
Lyons  Feny,  Franklin  29  May  (tCW),  while 
Oregon’s  8th  and  9th,  respectively,  were  at 
Sutherlin,  Douglas  10  Mar  (tM.  Hamm)  and 
Fields  27-29  May  (ph.  KT);  most  records  are 
from  May-Jnn.  Say’s  Phoebes  showed  well 
one  the  westside,  with  8 in  Washington  and 
15+  in  Oregon,  including  one  over  a month 
late  at  Tulalip  Bay,  Snohomish  17  May  (M. 
Reed),  plus  groups  of  4 each  at  Eugene  27 
Mar  (V  Arnold)  and  Portland  28  Apr  (IT).  An 
Ash-throated  Flycatcher  at  Mt.  Pisgah,  Lane 
25  May  was  n.  of  its  usual  haunts  (P  Sherrell, 
D.  Shrouder);  most  such  records  are  from 
May-Jun.  A Western  Kingbird  at  Potholes 
S.P,  Grant  18  Mar  was  a month  early  (DP). 
On  the  westside,  both  Eastern  and  Western 
Kingbirds  appeared  in  above-normal  num- 
bers. Over  30  Westerns  passed  through  Cape 
Blanco,  Curry  during  the  spring  (TJW),  while 
2 at  Tokeland,  Pacific  21  May  were  on  Wash- 


a pair  feeding  a cowbird  at  White  Salmon  in 
Jun  2003  (PM);  these  furnish  the  first  eastside 
breeding  records.  Single  Hutton’s  were  also 
found  this  Mar-Apr  at  two  other  w.  Klickitat 
locations  (C.  Flick,  SJ).  Prior  to  2001,  this 
species  was  considered  accidental  in  e.  Wash- 
ington, but  it  has  been  found  annually  since 
then  in  w.  Klickitat  (PM)  and  now  seems 
somewhat  established.  Four  Steller’s  Jays  at 
Crow  Butte,  Benton  11  Mar  were  well  away 
from  their  normal  wooded  haunts  (MB,  KK). 
Blue  Jays  showed  well,  with  7 scattered  across 
the  Region,  mostly  Mar-early  Apr,  with  one 
remaining  through  May  at  Brookings,  Curry 
(L.  & R Steele).  Single  Western  Scrub-Jays 
near  Tampico,  Yakima  19  May  (fide  DG)  and 
near  Cle  Elum,  Kittitas  2 Apr  (M.  Bartels)  ev- 
idenced continued  range  expansion.  After  a 
25-year  hiatus.  Black-billed  Magpies  are  virtu- 
ally invading  w.  Washington,  with  one  at 
Hoodsport,  Mason  30  Apr  providing  the  3rd 


Prairie  Merlins  (subspecies  rkhardsoni)  are  likely  rare-but-annual  visitors  east  of  the  Cascades  in  the  Pacific  Northwest,  but 
identification  challenges  make  discerning  its  status  difficult.  This  one  was  at  Yakima  1 9 March  2006.  Note  the  lack  of  a malar 
stripe,  the  spotted  primaries,  and  the  spotting  on  the  scapulars.  Photograph  by  Denny  Granstrand. 


ington’s  outer  coast,  where  not  annual  (M. 
Bartels);  the  westside  maximum  was  19  at 
Portland  13  May  (C.  Hallett).  An  Eastern 
Kingbird,  very  rare  on  tbe  outer  coast,  ap- 
peared at  Cape  Blanco  21  May  (TJW). 

Single  Loggerhead  Shrikes  near  Lebanon, 
Linn  12  Mar  (J.  Harding)  and  FR.R.  22  Apr 
(A.  McCallum)  represented  a typical  spring. 
This  year,  a pair  of  Hutton’s  Vireos  was  found 
with  a fledgling  at  White  Salmon,  Klickitat  12 
May  (PM),  and  we  belatedly  learned  of  an  ad. 
feeding  young  at  Trout  L.  May  2005  (SJ),  plus 


record  within  the  last  year  (D.  Phinney).  An 
early  Purple  Martin  near  Vantage,  Kittitas  26 
Mar  provided  e.  Washington’s  8th  record 
away  from  the  Bingen  area  (S.  Downes),  while 
4 more  visited  Wapato,  Yakima  18  Apr  (fide 
AS);  six  of  the  nine  e.  Washington  records 
away  from  Bingen  have  been  made  over  the 
past  year,  likely  reflecting  the  burgeoning 
Washington  population. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  improbable  birds 
ever  to  occur  in  Washington  was  a Verdin  at 
Tillicum,  Pierce  25  May+  (ph.  C.  Eagan);  if  an 


escapee,  then  from  whom,  or  from  what?  A 
Rock  Wren  at  Shine  S.P.,  Jefferson  20  May 
yielded  the  first  Washington  spring  record  w. 
of  the  Cascades  in  approximately  10  years  (D. 
Watkins).  A Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  apparent- 
ly gathering  nesting  material  on  Skinner  Butte 
(elev.  190  m).  Lane  on  the  late  date  of  28  May 
was  most  intriguing  (DI);  breeding  at  such 
low  elevation  would  be  unprecedented.  Blue- 
gray  Gnatcatchers  continue  to  push  north- 
ward in  e.  Oregon,  with  one  near  Bend  14 
May  (H.  Garrett)  and  a pair  at  Tumalo  S.P., 
Deschutes  25  May  (V  Threlstein).  Ten  Moun- 
tain Bluebirds  in  w.  Washington,  19  Mar-30 
Apr,  was  approximately  thrice  the  norm  and 
included  a rare  outer-coast  bird  at  Westport 
30  Apr  (P&RS);  the  only  w.  Oregon  lowland 
sighting  was  Curry’s  5th  at  Cape  Blanco  12 
Mar  (L.  Miller).  A Townsend’s  Solitaire,  rare 
on  the  outer  coast,  visited  Seaside,  Clatsop  20 
Mar  (DB).  A Veery  at  Nisqually  29  May  fur- 
nished about  the  8th  spring  record  from  w. 
Washington,  all  but  one  of  which  have  been 

20  May+  (tB.  Shelmerdine);  equally  rare  was 
a Veery  at  Fields  27-28  May  (TR).  Five  Wash- 
ington and  12  Oregon  Northern  Mocking- 
birds was  about  twice  the  norm.  Now  annual 
on  the  westside  during  spring,  4 Sage  Thrash- 
ers appeared  in  w.  Oregon  5-19  May. 

A White  Wagtail,  subspecies  undeter- 
mined, was  a one-day  bird  at  P.N.P.  15  May 
(tVN);  Washington  has  nine  antecedent 
records,  three  of  nominate  alba,  three  of  lu- 
gens,  and  three  not  identified  to  subspecies.  A 
tally  of  5000+  American  Pipits  in  Grant  and 
Lincoln  23  Apr  was  unprecedented  for  Wash- 
ington (RH).  A Tennessee  Warbler  visited  As- 
toria 5 May  (MP);  though  annual  during 
northbound  migration,  most  records  are  from 
se.  Oregon  20  May-15  Jun.  Unprecedented 
was  an  apparently  northbound  Northern 
Parula  in  Portland  9-10  Apr  (G.  Lillie);  most 
records  are  from  late  May-Jun  in  se.  Oregon. 
More  typical  was  one  at  Malheur  21  May  (0. 
Schmidt).  A Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  was 
found  at  Fields  28  May  (CG);  though  now  an- 
nual in  Oregon,  Black-throated  Blues  are  still 
largely  found  in  fall.  Single  Black-throated 
Gray  Warblers,  not  annual  during  spring  e.  of 
the  Washington  Cascades,  visited  Moxee, 
Yakima  8 May  (D.  Brown)  and  Lyons  Ferry, 
Franklin  29  May  (CW,  BT,  BLB).  Hermit  War- 
bler X Townsend’s  Warbler  hybrids,  rare  away 
from  the  range  of  Hermit  Warbler,  were  at 
Hyak,  Kittitas  17  May  (TA),  Coupeville,  Island 

21  May  (tS.  Ellis),  and  Washtuena,  Adams  27 
May  (SM).  Rare  northbound  Palm  Warblers 
visited  Coupeville,  Island  (C.  Johnson)  and 
Nisqually  (J.  Ellis),  both  8 May.  The  only 
Black-and-white  Warbler  was  at  Portland  21 
Apr  (M.  Marsh);  the  Region  averages  about  5 
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per  spring,  mostly  mid-May+.  The  Skagit 
W.M.A.  Northern  Waterthrush  remained  until 
1 May  (B.  McGarry,  R.  Cash),  while  2 each 
reappeared  at  Trout  L.,  Klickitat  14  May+  (SJ) 
and  near  Gilchrist,  Klamath  12  May+  (R. 
Armstrong),  both  isolated  locations  where 
this  species  likely  bred  last  year.  Oregon’s  7th 
Canada  Warbler  overall,  and  2nd  for  spring, 
tarried  at  Malheur  25-28  May  (CG,  ph.  AC). 
The  Kent,  King  Yellow-breasted  Chat  returned 
13  May-i-  (M.  Bartels);  though  increasing  in  w. 
Washington,  this  species  is  still  rare  there. 

An  American  Tree  Sparrow  at  Spring  Creek 
Fish  Hatehery,  Skamania  10  Apr  was  the  latest 
ever  for  w.  Washington  (G.  Bletsch).  A Chip- 
ping Sparrow  at  Edwall,  Lincoln  21  Mar  was 
the  earliest  ever  for  Washington  (T.  Mathis). 
A territorial  Clay-colored  Sparrow  near  Teni- 
no,  Thurston  29  May-t  was  the  first  such  west- 
side  bird  since  1999  (P.  Hicks),  while  one  at 
Gold  Beach,  Curry  19  May  provided  an  ex- 
tremely rare  record  of  a westside  spring  mi- 
grant (TR).  The  season’s  only  other  Clay-col- 
ored was  one  that  remained  at  Millicoma 
Marsh,  Coos  through  10  Mar  (TR).  Brewer’s 
Sparrows  at  S.R.M.  16  May  (IT)  and  Ecola 
S.P.,  Clatsop  25  May  (tDB)  were,  respectively, 
in  the  W.V  (where  barely  annual)  and  on  the 
outer  coast  (where  not  annual).  Vesper  Spar- 
rows are  rare,  local,  and  declining  in  w.  Wash- 
ington and  are  not  known  as  coastal  breeders 
n.  of  Coos,  Oregon.  On  19  Apr,  however,  11 
were  found  in  suitable  breeding  habitat  on 
three  islands  in  the  Columbia  R.  mouth.  Pa- 
cific (S.  Pearson).  A rare  w.  Washington  mi- 
grant Vesper  was  at  P.N.P  14  Apr  (BSW).  W. 
Washington’s  10th  spring  Lark  Sparrow  ap- 
peared near  Renton,  King  28  May  (B.  & B. 
Meyer),  while  w.  Oregon  singles  at  Tillamook 
29  Mar-12  Apr  (A.  Frank,  WG)  and  Cape 
Blanco,  Cuny  20  May  (TJW)  were  away  from 
their  limited  sw.  Oregon  range.  It  was  a good 
spring  for  Black-throated  Sparrow  in  e.  Wash- 
ington. One  near  Vantage,  Kittitas  31  May  was 
at  one  of  Washington’s  few  traditional  nesting 
locations  (DG,  AS);  unexpected  were  4 at 
Corral  L.,  Grant  24  May+  (RH),  one  at  Step- 
toe  Butte,  Whitman  27  May+  (T.  & C.  Gray), 
and  3 at  Juniper  Dunes,  Franklin  29  May  (D. 
Froehlich);  as  is  often  the  case,  concurrent 
with  an  irruption  into  e.  Washington  there 
were  westside  sightings:  at  Salem  6 May  Q- 
Rodecap)  and  Ecola  S.R  14  May  (MP).  Equal- 
ly rare  was  a westside  Sage  Sparrow  at  Port- 
land 5 Mar  (D.  Helzer).  A tally  of  300  Savan- 
nah Sparrows  at  Columbia  N.W.R.,  Adams  2 
May  set  a Washington  spring  record  (RH).  A 
Grasshopper  Sparrow  at  S.R.M.  6 May+  was  a 
first  for  heavily  birded  Multnomah  (IT).  As 
observer  effort  has  increased,  so  has  the  num- 
ber of  e.  Oregon  Sooty  Fox  Sparrow  records; 
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this  spring,  one  visited  Redmond,  Deschutes 
10  Apr  (K.  Owen).  The  spring’s  only  Swamp 
Sparrow  was  a winter  holdover  at  Bainbridge 
I.,  Kitsap  4 Mar  (BSW).  There  were  but  3 Har- 
ris’s Sparrows  this  spring,  including  a tardy 
bird  at  Dixie,  Walla  Walla  13  May  (M&MD, 
DG).  A Golden-crowned  Sparrow  x White- 
crowned  Sparrow  hybrid  at  Monroe,  Sno- 
homish 1 1 Mar  may  have  been  the  same  bird 
as  the  one  seen  there  last  Nov  (].  Barry,  C. 
Cox).  Golden-crowned  Sparrows  were  un- 
usually common  and  late  in  e.  Washington, 
with  the  latest  visiting  Vantage  25  May 
(P&RS)  and  Wenatchee,  Chelan  26  May 
(SM).  The  2 wintering  Chestnut-collared 
Longspurs  near  Corvallis  remained  through 
10  Mar  (R.  P.  Moore).  A Snow  Bunting  at  Port 
Angeles  26  Apr  was  three  weeks  late  (BN). 

Oregon’s  8 Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks,  21 
May+,  were  split  evenly  between  eastside  and 
westside,  while  in  Washington,  singles  were 
at  Seattle  29  May  (tN.  Bogue)  and  Granite 
Falls,  Snohomish  31  May-5  Jun  (ph.  M.  Bell); 
the  Region  averages  8 per  May.  Oregon’s  5th 
Blue  Grosbeak  was  at  Portland  17  Apr  (ph. 
KT).  An  Indigo  Bunting  at  Mukilteo,  Sno- 
homish late  Feb-24  Apr  was  about  the  18th 
for  Washington  but  the  first  to  have  wintered, 
having  not  been  detected  until  blue  feathering 
appeared  (ph.  E.  Beegle);  another  Indigo  at 
Port  Townsend  was  seen  on  the  more  typical 
dates  of  19-26  May  (tB.  & E.  Kannenberg). 
An  Indigo  Bunting  was  also  in  Oregon,  where 
annual  during  May-Jun,  at  Denman  S.W.A., 
Jackson  19  May  (R.  Ketchum).  Tricolored 
Blackbird  is  another  species  seemingly  on  the 
increase.  Spokane's  first  Tricolored  inhabited 
Edwall  14-18  Mar  (T.  Mathis),  while  others 
were  found  at  “traditional”  Washington  loca- 
tions such  as  Texas  L.,  Whitman  (GS),  Othel- 
lo, Adams,  and  Wilson  Creek,  Grant  (G. 
Bletsch),  with  a maximum  of  76  at  Othello  16 
Apr  (M.  Dufort).  In  Oregon,  100  Tricoloreds 
near  Redmond  1 Apr  provided  a rare  De- 
schutes record  (K.  Owen).  A Common  Crack- 
le was  at  Page  Springs,  Harney  26  May  (S. 
Wright);  Oregon  averages  one  or  2 per  year. 
Washington’s  4th  Great-tailed  Crackle  re- 
turned to  Liberty  L.,  Spokane  30  Mar+  (R. 
Dexter);  Oregon  had  a goodly  9 Great- 
taileds — 6 on  the  eastside,  where  regular,  and 
2 on  the  outer  coast,  where  very  rare,  at 
N.S.C.B.  17-19  May  (TR).  Adding  to  five  pri- 
or Washington  records  were  Hooded  Orioles 
at  Seattle  2 May-r  (R.  Brown,  tM.  Hobbs), 
Enumclaw,  King  20-29  May  (ph.  M.  Rosen- 
berger),  and  Port  Angeles  23-24  May  (ph.  A. 
& K.  Watson);  all  Washington  records  have 
been  late  Apr-late  Jul.  A Hooded  at  Eugene 
26  May  was  in  Oregon,  where  not  quite  an- 
nual (ph.  B.  Carlin).  Washington’s  4th  Balti- 


more Oriole  visited  Vantage,  Kittitas  28  May 
(tP&RS).  Oregon  had  4 Baltimore  Orioles, 
bringing  the  state  total  to  about  35:  Creswell, 
Lane  23  Apr  (H.  Lown),  Milwaukie,  Clacka- 
mas 15  May  (W.  Kiest),  Malheur  21  May  (E. 
Scatteregia),  and  Fields  28  May  (B.  Archer); 
most  Oregon  records  are  from  the  eastside 
mid-May-mid-jun. 

Two  apparent  spring  migrant  Bramblings 
graced  Oregon,  adding  to  nine  previous 
records:  Monmouth  26  Mar-16  Apr  (R. 
Bunse)  and  Eugene  1-13  Apr  (ph.  Maitreya, 
M.  Rudolph);  virtually  all  Regional  records 
are  of  birds  that  first  appeared  during  fall  or 
winter.  A Purple  Finch  at  Richland  15  Apr 
was  in  far  e.  Washington,  where  rare  (BW), 
while  a Cassin’s  Finch  in  the  W.V  at  Portland 
9 Apr  was  equally  unusual  (WG).  Lesser 
Goldfinches  seem  to  be  recolonizing  Clark,  as 
evidenced  by  a pair  with  fledglings  at  Van- 
couver 21  May  (C.  Peterson);  Lessors  also 
seem  to  be  spreading  eastward,  with  one  at 
Walla  Walla  29  Apr-1  May  (G.  Shoemake). 
Evening  Grosbeaks  were  more  numerous 
than  normal,  as  exemplified  by  220  at  Roslyn, 
Kittitas  17  May  (TA). 

Initialed  observers  (subregional  editors  in 
boldface):  Kevin  Aanerud,  Jim  Acton,  Tom 
Aversa  (Washington),  David  Bailey,  Range 
Bayer  (Lincoln),  Marv  Breece,  Kathy 
Castelein,  Alan  Contreras,  Craig  Corder,  Judy 
Corder,  Mike  & Merry  Lynn  Denny 
(M&MD),  Dennis  Duffy,  Bob  Elores,  Chuck 
Gates  (Crook),  Roy  Gerig  (Marion,  Polk), 
Greg  Gillson,  Denny  Granstrand  (Yakima), 
Wink  Gross,  Troy  Guy,  Randy  Hill,  Scott  Hor- 
ton, Mark  Houston,  Stuart  Johnston  (Klicki- 
tat), Ken  Knittle,  Bruce  LaBar  (BLB),  Bill 
LaFramboise  (lower  Columbia  Basin),  Nancy 
LaFramboise,  David  Lauten,  Tom  Mickel 
(Lane),  Craig  & Marilyn  Miller  (C&MM;  De- 
schutes, Jefferson),  Scott  Mills  (SMi),  Paul 
Moyer,  Harry  Nehls  (Oregon),  Vic  Nelson, 
Bob  Norton  (Olympic  Pen.),  Michael  Patter- 
son (Clatsop),  Dennis  Paulson,  Phil  Picker- 
ing, Dennis  Rockwell,  Tim  Rodenkirk  (Coos, 
Curry),  Barbara  Schonewald  (BSc),  Doug 
Schonewald  (DSc),  Gina  Sberidan,  Kevin 
Spencer,  Andy  Stepniewski,  Patrick  & Ruth 
Sullivan  (P&RS),  lain  Tomlinson,  Khanh 
Tran,  Dennis  Vroman  (Josephine),  Terry  J. 
Wahl,  Brad  S.  Waggoner  (BSW),  Bob  Wood- 
ley,  Michael  Woodruff,  Charlie  Wright.  O 


Steven  Mlodinow,  481 9 Gardner  Avenue,  Everett,  Wash- 
ington 98203,  (SGMIod@aol.com); 

David  Irons,  2690  Adams  Street,  Eugene,  Oregon  97405, 
(llsdirons@msn.com); 

Bill  Tweit,  P.O.  Box  1271,  Olympia,  Washington  98507, 
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One  of  the  wettest  winters  on  record 
led  to  a wet,  slow,  and  late  spring 
with  “weak”  migration  widely  re- 
ported and  little  in  the  way  of  exciting  passer- 
ines. March  and  April  had  relentless  rain  and, 
at  higher  elevations,  snow.  This  spring,  Mam- 
moth Mountain,  Mono  County,  had  the  high- 
est snow  pack  ever  recorded,  while  it  was  the 
fourth  wettest  year  since  record  keeping  be- 
gan in  Humboldt  County.  Conversely,  Siski- 
you County  reported  a “bone  dry”  spring. 

This  spring  will  also  be  remembered  for  the 
passing  of  Dr.  Howard  Cogswell,  at  the  age  of 
91.  Though  his  name  may  not  be  recognized 
by  newer  birders.  Dr.  Cogswell  was  a noted 
professor  of  ornithology,  an  ecologist,  and  the 
author  of  Water  Birds  of  California.  Close  to 
our  hearts,  he  was  also  one  of  our  earliest  Re- 
gional Editors.  It  was  Howard  who  not  only 
created  the  notebooks  we  rely  upon  to  this 
day  but  also  instituted  a level  of  rigor  that  we 
struggle  to  maintain,  even  after  half  a century. 

Abbreviations:  B.S.O.L.  (Big  Sur  Ornithology 
Lab);  C.B.R.C.  (California  B.R.C.);  C.V  (Cen- 
tral Valley);  C.R.P.  (Cosumnes  R.  Preserve, 
Sacramento)'  El.  (Southeast  Earallon  1.,  San 
Francisco)'  P.R.B.O.  (Pt.  Reyes  B.O.);  S.E  (San 
Francisco,  not  State  Forest);  S.J.E.R.  (San 
Joaquin  Experimental  Range,  Madera);  U.C. 
(University  of  California).  Reports  of  excep- 
tional vagrants  submitted  without  documen- 
tation are  not  published.  Documentation  of 


C.B.R.C.  review  species  will  be  forwarded  to 
Guy  McCaskie,  Secretary,  RO.  Box  275,  Impe- 
rial Beach,  California  91933.  Birds  banded  on 
El.  should  be  credited  to  Pt.  Reyes  B.O.  and 
those  banded  at  Big  Sur  R.  mouth  to  the  Big 
Sur  Ornithology  Lab  of  the  Ventana  Wilder- 
ness Society. 

WHISTLING-DUCKS 
THROUGH  GROUSE 

Two  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  at  Moro  Cojo 
Slough,  Monterey  24  Apr  (tRF)  and  a single 
bird  at  Pixley  N.W.R.,  Tidare  29  Apr  (John 
Lockhart,  SDS  et  al.)  were  thought  to  be  wild 
birds.  There  have  been  only  a few  Regional 
records  in  the  past  20  years.  The  Ross’s  Goose 
flock  at  Merced  N.W.R.,  Merced  numbered 
36,000  birds  6 Mar,  including  7 dark-morph 
birds  (PJM,  ADeM).  An  unusual  inland  Brant 
showed  up  at  L.  Almanor,  Plumas  3-4  May 
(/ide  JMMc);  another  at  Paicines  Res.  25  Apr 
(SRv,  RJA)  was  the  first  for  San  Benito.  Napa's 
3rd  Brant,  first  reported  25  Nov  2005,  win- 
tered at  Kennedy  Park  through  7 Apr  (MBe), 
A hybrid  goose  thought  to  be  a Brant  x mini- 
ma Cackling  Goose  spent  the  first  half  of  Mar 
at  Humboldt  Bay  N.W.R.,  Humboldt  (Ana 
Roberts,  Adam  Cantor,  ph.  KGR  et  al.).  Per- 
haps the  same  individual  was  described  from 
a lingering  goose  flock  near  Ft.  Dick,  Del 
Norte  1 May  (Lucas  Brug).  A Tundra  Swan 
first  noted  at  Shollenberger  Park,  Sonoma  25 
Feb  (LHg)  lingered  with  the  local  Mute  Swans 
through  14  May  (AWgh). 

The  latest  Eurasian  Wigeon  reported  was  at 
San  Felipe  L.  25  Apr  (RJA,  SRv),  only  the  5th 
record  for  San  Benito.  Notable  concentrations 
of  Blue-winged  Teal  included  13  at  Pescadero 
Marsh,  San  Mateo  23  Mar  (DLSu)  and  about 
20  in  upper  Elkhorn  Slough,  Monterey  30  Mar 
(JPo,  LGo).  Northern  Shovelers  were  again 
confirmed  breeding  se.  of  Gilroy,  Santa  Clara 
19  May,  where  4 precocial  young  were  found 
accompanying  4 ads.  (WGB).  At  least  9 
Eurasian  Teal  were  reported  from  three 
coastal  counties  12  Mar-20  Apr  (m.ob.).  Up 
to  7 Redheads  lingering  at  Mare  L,  Solano 
19-26  May  (RLCL,  WNe)  and  the  same  num- 
ber at  Hayward  R.S.,  Alameda  through  the  pe- 
riod (m.ob.)  were  suggestive  of  local  breed- 
ing. Male  Tufted  Ducks  lingered  at  Berkeley 
Aquatic  Park,  Alameda  through  8 Apr  (ph. 
JM,  Hugh  Harvey,  m.ob.),  at  Borax  L.,  Lake 
through  9 Apr  (FHa),  and  at  White  Slough, 
Solano  through  27  Apr  (RMu).  A Tufted  Duck 
X scaup  hybrid  was  at  Areata,  Humboldt  6 Apr 
(KMS,  SFB).  A pair  of  Harlequin  Ducks  was 
again  noted  along  the  Merced  R.  in  Yosemite 
Valley,  Mariposa  27  Apr  (Lowell  Young  et  al.). 
A pair  was  present  all  spring  at  the  Monterey 
harbor,  Monterey  (RT,  DR,  m.ob.),  and  the  res- 


ident male  at  Coyote  Pt.,  San  Mateo  continued 
as  well  (DvWb).  A pair  of  Long-tailed  Ducks 
spent  5-20  Apr  at  the  Shasta  Valley  W.A., 
Siskiyou  (RE,  m.ob.),  whereas  a male  found 
29  Mar  at  the  Ten  Mile  R.  mouth,  Mendocino 
remained  through  the  period  QHv,  KHv,  DT, 
m.ob.).  The  only  other  one  reported  was  at 
King  Salmon,  Humboldt  24  Mar  (MWa). 
Hooded  Mergansers  were  again  occupying 
nest  boxes  at  Big  Lagoon,  Humboldt,  where  6 
hens  were  also  found  incubating  eggs  last 
summer  (Bryan  Yost,  fide  DFx).  A surprising 
7 inland  Red-breasted  Mergansers  visited  the 
Shasta  Valley  W.A.,  Siskiyou  1 Apr  (RE).  Sur- 
veys on  private  land  near  Hoopa,  Humboldt 
turned  up  32  Ruffed  Grouse  23  Mar+  QTz), 
an  unexpectedly  large  number. 

ALBATROSSES  THROUGH  CRANE 

Laysan  Albatrosses  were  off  Monterey  7 Mar 
(/ide  JND)  and  17  May  (RT)  and  off  Hmrtboldt 
28  May  (Paul  Roush).  The  Pt.  Arena,  Mendo- 
cino wintering  bird  was  last  reported  6 Apr 
(Mike  & MerryLynn  Denny  et  al.).  Single 
Manx  Shearwaters  were  reported  on  Mon- 
terey Bay,  Monterey  4 May  (RT),  16  km  w.  of 
Eureka,  Humboldt  23  Apr  (STu,  GSL,  m.ob.), 
and  off  Pigeon  Pt.,  San  Mateo  2 May  (tRSTh). 
The  Humboldt  record  would  represent  the  first 
for  that  county  if  accepted  by  the  C.B.R.C. 
Only  2 Black-vented  Shearwaters  were  report- 
ed: off  Ano  Nuevo,  San  Mateo  5 May  QND) 
and  off  Pt.  Pinos,  Monterey  21  May  (ShJ). 
Fork-tailed  Storm-Petrels  were  present  in 
Monterey  Bay,  Monterey  throughout  Apr  (fide 
DR),  and  2 were  found  dead  6 Apr  on  Ano 
Nuevo  L,  San  Mateo  Ouhe  Thayer),  where  the 
species  is  suspected  of  nesting.  A Black 
Storm-Petrel  reported  from  EL  1-23  Apr 
(P.R.B.O.)  was  very  unseasonable,  as  this 
species  normally  occurs  in  fall,  when  ocean 
temperatures  are  typically  warmest.  A Brown 
Booby  was  reported  without  details  from  EL 
2-5  May  (P.R.B.O.).  First  recorded  in  the  Re- 
gion in  1985,  this  species  now  occurs  annual- 
ly- 

An  ad.  Little  Blue  Heron  was  found  along 
the  Feather  R.  sw.  of  Olivehurst  in  Yuba  and 
Sutter  18  May  OKn),  and  another  was  along 
Allendale  Rd.  s.  of  Winters  21  May  (Bonnie 
Trejo,  fide  SMcA;  Solano's  4th),  locations 
where  they  are  far  less  expected  than  around 
S.F  Bay.  A small  coastal  movement  of  Cattle 
Egrets  (19  birds  in  three  counties)  was  noted 
27-29  Apr  (m.ob.);  an  ad.  at  the  Palo  Alto 
Baylands  heronry,  Santa  Clara  10-11  May 
(Hazel  Holby  et  al.)  may  have  been  prospect- 
ing for  breeding  opportunities,  but  no  breed- 
ing has  been  reported  around  S.E  Bay  since 
2003.  The  only  coastal  White-faced  Ibis  were 
4 reported  29  Apr  from  Monterey,  3 at  Zmu- 
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dowski  S.B.  (RF,  TN),  and  one  at  the  Salinas 
W.T.P.  OSo,  RFT). 

Ospreys  bred  again  this  year  w.  of  L.  Els- 
man,  Santa  Clara,  with  an  active  nest  ob- 
served 28  Apr-f  (WGB,  SCR);  breeding  was 
first  detected  in  Santa  Clara  in  2004,  contin- 
uing the  range  expansion  observed  recently  in 
nearby  Santa  Cruz.  Observations  of  up  to  2 
ad.  Bald  Eagles  n.  of  Sebastopol  5-7  May 
(LHg,  ph.  Stan  Moore)  suggest  the  species 
may  be  prospecting  for  new  nesting  areas  in 
Sonoma.  A briefly  seen  ad.  Northern  Goshawk 
at  L.  Merced,  S.E  1 Apr  (tMWE)  was  un- 
doubtedly a northbound  migrant.  Reports 
from  the  local  landowner  indicate  the  Sonoma 
Common  Black-Hawk  returned  in  early  Apr 
(fide  Stan  Moore);  it  was  at  Delta  Pond  30 
Apr+  (ph.  Stan  Moore,  DgSh)  and  was  ob- 
served carrying  nesting  material  1 May  (ph. 
Stan  Moore),  but  so  far  no  mate  has  been  de- 
tected. Migrating  Broad-winged  Hawks  were 
seen  over  S.E  and  nearby  Marin  13  Apr  (Steve 
Bauer)  and  14  May  (Robbie  Fischer).  A light- 
morph  Swainson’s  Hawk  over  Summit  Creek 
Rd.  4 May  (SAG,  FrO)  was  a first  for  Trinity. 
Coastal  migrants  included  birds  3 Mar  and  18 
May  in  Santa  Cruz,  Santa  Cruz  (SGe,  AGa, 
Eileen  Balian),  1 & 2 May  in  s.  Monterey 
(CKpf,  GHz),  18  & 20  May  in  S.E  (ph.  Walter 
Kitundu,  ASH),  and  21  May  near  Gilroy,  San- 
ta Clara  (SCR).  A pair  of  dark  morphs  was 
near  last  year’s  attempted  nesting  site  at  Sus- 
col  Cr.,  Napa  29  Apr  (MBe). 

Reports  of  Crested  Caracaras,  all  coastal, 
continue  unabated,  with  singles  through  10 
Apr  near  Davenport,  Santa  Cruz  (DLSu;  ad.); 
near  Pt.  Sur  28-29  Mar  (ph.  MTy,  ph.,  tDR, 
RC,  CHz;  ad.,  Monterey’s  2nd)  and  then  later 
at  the  Carmel  R.  mouth,  Monterey  10  Apr-13 
May  (Bud  Fox,  ph.  DR,  ph.  BHl);  e.  of  Shell 
Beach,  Sonoma  23  Apr  (ph.  AWgh);  and  near 
Occidental,  Sonoma  9 May  (Elmer  Dudik). 
Late  Merlins  included  birds  at  Ano  Nuevo 
S.R.,  San  Mateo  9 May  (GJS)  and  an  extraor- 
dinarily late  female  near  Gilroy,  Santa  Clara 
24  May  (SCR).  Peregrine  Falcon  nests  with 
young  were  found  on  bayside  transmission 
towers  in  Redwood  Shores,  San  Mateo  24  May 
(Susan  Kritzik)  and  n.  of  Moffett  Field,  Santa 
Clara  27  Apr-5  May  (MJM,  MMR).  A calling 
Black  Rail  was  reported  from  Pebble  Beach  31 
Mar  (tDon  Merit)  but  could  not  be  con- 
firmed; Monterey  has  only  one  previous 
record,  from  Pacific  Grove  29  Sep  1967.  A re- 
cently hatched  Virginia  Rail  in  a marsh  with 
10-t  ads.  at  Joseph  Grant  C.E  6 May  (tMMR) 
provided  the  first  breeding  confirmation  for 
Santa  Clara]  pairs  at  two  locations  in  the  San 
Antonio  Valley,  Santa  Clara  21  May  (MMR, 
MJM)  were  also  likely  breeding.  Breeding  has 
long  been  suspected  in  the  county  but  was 


not  expected  at  these  high-elevation  locations 
(here  about  600  m)  in  the  Diablo  Range;  per- 
haps the  wet  spring  played  a role  in  this.  A 
lingering  Sandhill  Crane  at  C.R.P.  5 May-4 
Jun  (|Tr)  may  have  been  injured. 

SHOREBIRDS 

At  least  17  Pacific  Golden-Plovers  were  re- 
ported, including  6 at  the  Modesto  S.T.E, 
Stanislaus  8 Mar  (David  Diller,  Balduin  Fisch- 
er) and  4-f  in  Tulare  19  Mar-9  May  (John 
Lockhart,  SDS).  One  at  the  Salinas  W.T.P., 
Monterey  31  May-6  Jun  (ph.  RyT,  ph.  MTy, 
ph.  Oscar  Johnson)  was  late.  At  least  one 
Mountain  Plover  continued  e.  of  Sears  Pt., 
Sonoma  through  20  Mar  (ADeM).  Fourteen 
Solitary  Sandpipers  were  reported  in  10  in- 
land and  coastal  counties  10  Apr-10  May 
(m.ob.).  Three  Willets  at  the  lone  S.T.P.  19-23 
Apr  (JLx,  EP,  TS)  were  the  first  ever  to  be  doc- 
umented in  Amador.  Ten  to  12  Lesser  Yel- 
lowlegs  near  Cock  Robin  I.,  Humboldt  12  Mar 
(RbF,  MWa)  formed  an  unexpected  concen- 
tration for  spring.  Two  flyover  Whimbrels  6 
May  were  apparently  the  first  for  the  Sierra 
Valley,  Plumas  (CCo,  KLL,  CPD).  S.E  bayside 
Ruddy  Turnstones,  rare  in  spring,  were  found 

2 May  in  San  Mateo  (MDo)  and  Santa  Clara 
(RWR,  FV;  2 birds).  Four  northbound  Surf- 
birds  at  Pigeon  Pt.,  San  Mateo  28  May  (RSTh) 
were  very  late.  Two  Red  Knots  along  Ingomar 
Rd.,  Merced  28  Apr  (PJM)  were  at  a surprising 
inland  location.  Semipalmated  Sandpipers 
were  at  the  Shasta  Valley  W.A.,  Siskiyou  13 
May  (Jeff  Anderson,  Neil  Schanker,  RE),  Ar- 
eata Bottoms,  Humboldt  23  May  (DFx),  and 
Pescadero  Cr.  mouth  27  May  (RSTh;  4th 
spring  record  for  San  Mateo).  A staggering 
300,000  Western  Sandpipers  were  in  sight  at 
once  on  Humboldt  Bay,  Humboldt  19  Apr 
(DFx).  The  only  Pectoral  Sandpiper  was  fly- 
ing northward  past  Pigeon  Pt.,  San  Mateo  27 
Apr;  the  next  day,  a Rock  Sandpiper  landed 
for  a few  minutes  at  the  same  location  (both 
RSTh).  The  Santa  Cruz  Rock  Sandpiper  was 
last  noted  along  West  Cliff  Drive  9 Apr  (ph. 
Glen  Tepke,  Bill  Hull).  A Stilt  Sandpiper  at 
Merced  N.WR.,  Merced  6 Mar  (PJM,  ADeM) 
was  likely  wintering.  A male  Ruff  was  at  Ar- 
eata Bottoms,  Humboldt  21  Mar  (ScC).  A 
Short-billed  Dowitcher  at  the  lone  S.T.P. 
21-23  Apr  (EP,  JCS,  JSL,  TS)  was  the  2nd 
record  for  Amador.  Three  Wilson’s  Phalaropes 
at  the  Hayfork  S.T.P.  4 May  (ph.  SAG,  FrO) 
were  the  first  ever  to  be  found  in  Trinity,  only 

3 others  were  reported,  in  Santa  Clara  24  & 
29  Apr  (MJM,  MMR)  and  in  Humboldt  7 May 
(TMcK,  RHw,  Dan  Maxwell).  Red-necked 
Phalaropes  were  widely  reported  in  good 
numbers,  both  coastally  and  inland.  The  high 
count  was  of  21,360  off  Pigeon  Pt.,  San  Mateo 


2 May  (RSTh);  farther  n.  in  Mendocino  and 
Humboldt,  the  “invasion”  spanned  late 
Apr-mid-May  (fide  RJK,  DFx).  Slightly  inland 
in  Santa  Clara,  up  to  500  were  noted  on  vari- 
ous Alviso  salt  ponds  5 May  (AJ),  a high 
count  for  spring.  Inland  reports  included  2 at 
Briones  R.P.,  Contra  Costa  3 May  (Doug 
Vaughn),  2 at  the  Redding  S.T.E,  Shasta  4 May 
(BED,  RoS),  one  at  Hayfork  S.T.P.,  Trinity  4 
May  QLx,  JSL,  SAG,  FrO),  and  3 at  Borax  L.  7 
May  (FHa;  5th  spring  Lake  record). 

GULLS  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

Quite  rare  in  the  Region,  an  ad.  Laughing 
Gull  on  Elkhorn  Slough,  Monterey  4 & 29  Apr 
(YG  et  al.)  was  likely  the  same  bird  seen  in  the 
area  in  spring-fall  2005.  Close  by  was  a sec- 
ond-cycle Laughing  Gull  at  Aptos,  Santa  Cruz 
8-16  Mar  (JPo,  DVP,  AGa).  Franklin’s  Gulls 
are  regular  spring  migrants  in  very  small 
numbers;  5 at  Elkhorn  Slough,  Monterey  5 
May  (TAm)  was  the  highest  number  reported. 
A Little  Gull  reported  migrating  northward 
with  large  numbers  of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  off 
Patrick’s  Point  S.E  4 May  (BS)  would  be  the 
first  in  Humboldt  in  20  years  if  accepted  by  the 
C.B.R.C.;  a Black  Tern  at  the  same  location  11 
May  (BS)  was  the  first  reported  in  Humboldt 
in  about  10  years.  Slaty-backed  Gulls  were 
last  detected  at  Venice  S.B.,  San  Mateo  8 Mar 
(AJ,  RSTh),  when  2 ads.  and  one  second-cycle 
bird  were  present.  Remarkably,  AJameda’s  first 
was  found  at  a Fremont  landfill  9 Mar  (AJ). 
Somewhat  above  average,  20  Glaucous  Gulls 
(primarily  coastal)  were  reported,  with  the 
latest  28  May  at  Redwood  Cr.,  Humboldt  (KBu 
et  al).  The  ever-increasing  wintering  flock  of 
Black  Skimmers  at  Charleston  Slough  peaked 
at  31  on  22  Apr;  8 in  Alviso  27  May  were  at  a 
known  breeding  location  (both  MMR,  MJM; 
both  Santa  Clara).  Elsewhere,  16  skimmers 
were  at  Redwood  City,  San  Mateo  17  May 
(PJM),  where  three  pairs  nested  last  year,  and 
up  to  4 were  in  coastal  Monterey  (YG  et  al), 
where  a pair  appeared  to  be  nesting  at  the 
Salinas  R.  mouth  13  May  (BTM,  m.ob.).  The 
breeding  population  continues  to  expand  in 
the  Region. 

The  very  wet  spring  had  an  impact  on  Mar- 
bled Murrelets  in  Humboldt,  where  inland 
flights  did  not  initiate  fully  until  late  Apr, 
weeks  later  than  normal  (fide  DFx).  Ancient 
Murrelets  w.  of  Eureka,  Humboldt  (Owen 
Head  et  al),  off  Little  R.,  Mendocino  (KGR), 
and  (2)  off  Pigeon  Pt.,  San  Mateo  17  May,  and 
off  Pt.  Pinos,  Monterey  23  Apr+  (RT,  m.ob.), 
were  on  the  late  side.  Continuing  from  the 
winter  season.  Horned  Puffins  remained  un- 
usually numerous,  with  single  birds  occurring 
at  Samoa  Beach,  Humboldt  16  Mar  (fide  KMS), 
Monterey,  Monterey  10-23  Mar  (RT,  BTM  et 
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al),  and  at  Seacliff  S.B.,  Santa  Cruz  9 May 
(CKf  et  al.).  Most  of  these  were  beached  birds 
that  were  taken  to  rehabilitators  or  found 
dead  or  moribund. 

CUCKOOS  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

An  unidentified  cuckoo  at  Hayward  R.S., 
Alameda  21  May  was  completely  unexpected 
(RJR). 

The  march  of  Eurasian  Collared-Doves 
continued  unabated,  producing  first  county 
records  at  Old  Shasta,  Shasta  10-14  Apr  (ph. 
B&CY),  near  Winters,  Solano  21  Apr  (Larry 
Petrie),  and  at  Quincy,  Plumas  29  May  (CPD). 
One  on  El.  26  Apr-31  May  was  an  island  first 
(P.R.B.O.).  Vagrant  White-winged  Doves  visit- 
ed feeders  at  Marina,  Monterey  7 May  (ph. 
SRv)  and  Eureka,  Humboldt  8-10  May  (ph. 
BS).  Burrowing  Owls  are  considered  casual 
migrants  in  Mono,  though  a pair  on  Hwy.  6 at 
the  Invo  line  31  May  is  suggestive  of  breeding 
(KNN).  A Great  Gray  Owl  on  Pliocene  Ridge 
Rd.  near  Camptonville,  Yuba  31  Mar-11  Apr 
was  in  marginal  habitat  and  at  an  exception- 
ally low  elevation  of  about  2200  m (tjan 
Evers,  ph.  Dan  Evers).  Likely  the  same  bird 
was  present  in  this  area  10-17  May  and  30 
Aug  2005.  Single  wayward  Chimney  Swifts 
were  reported  20  May  at  Big  Stir  R.  mouth, 
Monterey  (TEa,  RgW,  MtB,  RyT)  and  at 
Bridgeport,  Mono  27  May  (TEa).  Rare  hum- 
mingbirds in  mainland  S.E  included  a female 
Calliope  in  the  Presidio  30  Apr  (+MWE),  a fe- 
male Black-chinned  at  Mt.  Davidson  1 May 
(tPSar),  and  an  apparent  imm.  male  Broad- 
tailed at  Mt.  Davidson  15  May  (tPSar);  Broad- 
taileds  are  accidental  in  the  Region  away  from 
the  e.  Sierra.  A male  Costas  Hummingbird  at 
Pittville,  Lassen  17  Mar  was  in  an  area  where 
they  may  breed  (Ken  Able). 

An  estimated  1000+  Lewis’s  Woodpeckers 
were  at  the  S.J.E.R.  23  Mar  (JND).  Such  num- 
bers appear  unprecedented  in  the  56  years  of 
our  Regional  notebooks.  The  lone  Yellow-bel- 
lied Sapsucker  was  at  Redwood  Valley,  Men- 
docino 20-28  Mar  (ph.  Bruce  Gove,  Cheryl 
Watson  et  al.).  A Red-breasted  Sapsucker  29 
May  at  Carmel  Valley  Village  broke  the  record 
late  date  for  Monterey  by  a full  month  (RE)!  A 
male  Pileated  Woodpecker  at  Bayview  Hill  16 
Apr  was  an  unanticipated  first  for  S.E  and  the 
first  recorded  on  the  Peninsula  n.  of  Wood- 
side  (Michelle  Brodie,  ph.  MWE,  m.  ob.).  A 
Western  Wood-Pewee  21  May  at  Hayward 
R.S.,  Alameda  was  thought  to  furnish  the  first 
spring  record  for  that  well-worked  locale 
(RJR).  A tally  of  52  Willow  Elycatchers 
around  Hoopa,  Humboldt  24  May  OT^)  ap- 
pears unprecedented  in  the  Region  in  spring, 
at  least  in  recent  decades;  none  were  present 
27  May.  A smattering  of  coastal  birds  was  not- 


ed during  the  latter  half  of  May.  High  one-day 
counts  of  migrant  Gray  Elycatchers  at  the 
S.J.E.R.  included  10  on  20  Apr,  12  on  24  Apr, 
and  23  on  28  Apr  QND,  Doug  Drynan,  Brian 
Gibson).  Long  considered  scarce  migrants 
away  from  Great  Basin  breeding  haunts,  re- 
cent work  in  the  Sierra  foothills  of  Madera 
and  Mariposa  suggests  that  such  numbers 
may  be  typical.  An  Eastern  Phoebe  14  Mar  at 
Inverness,  Marin  was  rumored  to  have  been 
present  for  at  least  a month  (Bob  Battagin).  A 
Cassin’s  Kingbird  at  the  Simis  Ranch  15  May 
was  thought  to  be  a first  for  the  Mono  Basin, 
Mono  (KNN).  Traditionally  considered  an  un- 
common migrant  in  San  Mateo,  no  fewer  than 
128  Western  Kingbirds  were  noted  at  Coyote 
Pt.  this  spring,  including  a one-day  high  of  42 
on  20  Apr  (RSTh). 

VIREOS  THROUGH  WAXWINGS 

A singing  Bell’s  Vireo  at  Pixley  N.W.R.,  Tulare 
19-23  May  continued  the  recent  spate  of  C.V. 
records  (SAL,  SDS  et  al).  The  wintering  Blue 
Jay  at  Cordelia,  Solano  was  last  noted  25  Apr 
(Wayne  & Dorothy  Little).  Two  male  and  2 
female  Purple  Martins  migrating  over  the 
S.J.E.R.  20  Apr  provided  the  first  Madera 
record  since  1985  QND).  A Bank  Swallow  at 
Borax  L.  22  May  was  just  the  3rd  ever  found 
in  Lake  (JRW).  Yolo's  Mountain  Chickadee 
was  present  at  Davis  through  at  least  25  Mar 
(MR  m.ob.).  An  Oak  Titmouse  at  Eoster  City, 
San  Mateo  20  Apr  was  a surprise  find  near  the 
shores  of  S.E  Bay  (RSTh).  A Marsh  Wren  at 
the  S.J.E.R.  14-21  Apr  was  the  first  recorded 
there  in  72  years  of  observations  (Brian  Gib- 
son, Doug  Drynan,  JND).  A male  Mountain 
Bluebird  at  Ano  Nuevo  S.R.,  San  Mateo  9 Mar 
was  likely  the  same  individual  noted  slightly 
s.  in  Santa  Cruz  27-28  Eeb  (Brad  Soper).  A 
vagrant  Veery  on  EL  2-5  May  would  repre- 
sent the  earliest  Regional  record  if  accepted 
by  the  C.B.R.C.  (PR.B.O.).  A Hermit  Thrush 
at  Pine  Lake  Park,  S.E  23  May  was  notably 
late  (DPM). 

Gray  Catbirds  were  reported  28  May  from 
Oasis,  Mono  (ph.  JCS)  and  31  May  from  Dye 
Creek  Preserve,  Tehama  (tMichael  Rogner).  A 
Brown  Thrasher  was  in  Porterville,  Tulare 
14-16  Apr  (tSDS,  Kim  Kuska);  one  visiting 
feeders  in  Kneeland,  Humboldt  was  apparent- 
ly first  present  in  Dec  2005  but  only  came  to 
the  attention  of  local  birders  25-27  Apr  (An- 
thony Desch,  GSL,  ph.  SMcA,  ph.  KGR, 
m.ob.).  A Red-throated  Pipit  26  Apr  at  Half 
Moon  Bay,  San  Mateo  furnished  the  first 
spring  record  for  California  (ph.  AJ).  It  was  a 
strong  spring  for  Cedar  Waxwings  in  Santa 
Clara  (fide  WGB)  and  San  Mateo,  where  the 
peak  of  migration,  20  May,  brought  1000 
through  Coyote  Pt.  (RSTh). 


WARBLERS  THROUGH  TANAGERS 

A singing  Blue-winged  Warbler  at  C.R.P  28 
May  (tJTr)  will  be  the  C.V’s  first  if  accepted 
by  the  C.B.R.C.  As  usual,  El.  hosted  wander- 
ing warblers:  a Tennessee  1-5  May,  an  Ameri- 
can Redstart  10-12  May,  a Virginia’s  19-20 
May,  a Blackburnian  18-20  May,  a Black-and- 
white  19  May,  and  an  Ovenbird  19-22  May 
(all  PR.B.O.).  Another  Tennessee  Warbler  was 
at  Big  Sur  R.  mouth,  Monterey  30  May  (RyT). 
A Lucy’s  Warbler  30  Apr  at  Coyote  Pt.  (RSTh) 
provided  just  the  3rd  spring  record  for  San 
Mateo.  The  Northern  Parula  wintering  at  the 
Presidio,  S.F.  was  last  detected  4 Mar  (Scot  & 
Debbie  Sunderland);  others  included  one 
singing  at  Big  Lagoon,  Humboldt  14  May  (KI), 
a male  at  Tilden  Park,  Contra  Costa  22-23 
May  (ES,  Mike  McClosky),  and  a female  at 
Big  Sur  R.  mouth,  Monterey  23  May  (BLS).  A 
well-described  Hermit  Warbler  x Townsend’s 
Warbler  hybrid  was  at  Wild  Horse  Canyon, 
Solano  27  Apr  (tMBe);  2 more  such  hybrids 
were  reported  from  Humboldt.  Nine  Palm 
Warblers  were  along  the  coast.  A Black-and- 
white  Warbler  wintering  at  Areata  Marsh, 
Humboldt  was  last  seen  7 Apr  (Pat  Bitton, 
Alexandra  Lamb);  one  8 Mar  at  Garcia  R. 
flats,  Mendocino  (Mike  & MerryLynn  Denny) 
probably  wintered  as  well.  One  9 Apr  at  La- 
guna Grande,  Monterey  was  a migrant  (ELb, 
CKpf),  as  were  singles  25  May  at  Ano  Nuevo 
S.R.,  San  Mateo  (GJS)  and  30  May  at  Mt. 
Davidson,  S.E  (PSar).  The  Ovenbird  winter- 
ing along  Putah  Cr.,  Yolo  and  Solano,  was  last 
seen  9 Apr  (Jim  Dunn,  m.ob.).  At  least  one 
Northern  Waterthrush  wintered  at  Areata 
Marsh,  Humboldt  through  25  Mar  QTz);  the 
one  wintering  at  Charleston  Road  marsh, 
Santa  Clara  was  singing  when  last  seen  14 
Apr  (MDo,  WGB);  and  the  one  wintering  at 
Berkeley’s  Aquatic  Park,  Alameda  was  last  de- 
tected 28  Apr  (m.ob.).  Singing  male  Hooded 
Warblers  were  at  Soquel,  Santa  Cruz  1 1 May 
(fide  DLSu)  and  Tunitas  Cr.,  San  Mateo  27 
May  (RSTh).  A Summer  Tanager  spent  20 
Mar-12  Apr  in  Palo  Alto,  Santa  Clara  (ph. 
Carlin  Otto,  m.ob.),  and  a Scarlet  Tanager  was 
reported  without  details  from  EL  20  May 
(PR.B.O.).  A Western  Tanager  31  Mar  at  La- 
guna Grande  set  a new  early  arrival  date  for 
Monterey  (DR). 

SPARROWS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Clay-colored  Sparrow  at  a Richmond  feeder 
20  Eeb-4  Mar  (ph.  Paula  & Kevin  Landdeck) 
furnished  Contra  Costa’s  2nd  winter  record.  A 
Black-chinned  Sparrow  6 May  at  Rancho  del 
Oso  (RgW)  was  the  first  found  in  Santa  Cruz 
since  2002.  Black-throated  Sparrows  were  out 
of  place  at  the  O’Neill  Eorebay  Merced  26  Apr 
(SBT),  near  the  Klamath  R.  mouth,  Del  Norte 
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4-5  May  (Greg  Holmes,  ph.  KGR,  RbF),  and 
at  Luffenholtz  Beach,  Humboldt  20-21  May 
(Chris  Collins,  GSL,  Amy  Lester,  Dana 
Lester).  The  Nelson’s  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow 
wintering  at  San  Mateo,  San  Mateo  was  last 
seen  2 Mar  (DEQ).  The  wintering  Swamp 
Sparrow  at  Harding  Park,  S.E  continued 
through  13  Apr  (DvA,  Matt  Zlatunich),  with 
another  possible  winterer  at  Areata  Marsh, 
Humboldt  until  14  Apr  (Chris  Tonra,  EE),  and 
single  migrants  were  documented  26  May 
near  Stoil,  Tulare  (Tony  Kurz)  and  at  Hayward 
R.S.,  Alameda  28  May  (RJR).  A bumper  crop 
of  59  White-throated  Sparrows,  many  winter- 
ing, included  Calaveras's  5th,  28  Apr  on  Chili 
Camp  Rd.  (John  Lewis,  Mike  Skram);  the  lat- 
est was  23  May  at  El.  (P.R.B.O.).  A singing 
male  Harris’s  Sparrow  graced  Laguna  Grande, 
Monterey  27  Mar-6  Apr  (BJW,  ph.  DR,  ph. 
BHi),  and  another  was  at  U.C.  Santa  Cruz, 
Santa  Cruz  30  Apr  (Ralph  Berger,  TN).  Late 
but  apparently  healthy  Golden-crowned  Spar- 
rows lingered  until  26  May  in  Monterey  (Lau- 
ra Rodriguez)  and  28  May  in  San  Mateo 
(WGB).  Lapland  Longspurs  in  Humboldt  in- 
cluded 8 at  Areata  Bottoms  1 1 Mar  (RbF)  and 
one  at  Bear  River  Ridge  2 Apr  (DFx);  the  only 
Chestnut-collared  reported  was  at  Kneeland, 
Humboldt  24-30  Apr  (Chris  Frolking,  m.ob.). 

It  was  an  off  year  for  Rose-breasted  Gros- 
beaks, with  just  6 reported,  including  Fresno's 
4th,  19  Mar-9  Apr  in  Fresno  (Penny  Stewart), 
and  one  28  May  at  Oasis,  Mono  QCS).  An  In- 
digo Bunting  23  Mar  at  Lundy  Canyon  was 
Mono's  earliest  record  (BrtM);  others  were  at 
the  Big  Sur  R.  mouth,  Monterey  2 May  (tRyT), 
EL  4 May  (ER.B.O.),  and  Areata,  Humboldt  29 
May  (ScC).  The  Painted  Bunting  wintering  in 
Sebastopol,  Sonoma  was  last  seen  13  Apr 
(Kathy  & Dave  Biggs);  one  was  near 
Prunedale,  Monterey  10-20  Apr  (ph.  TAm, 
ph.  DR,  m.ob.). 

A Yellow-headed  Blackbird  21  May  near 
Garberville  (RBS,  Doug  Wallace,  m.ob.)  made 
an  unusual  interior  Humboldt  record.  Great- 
tailed Crackles  were  reported  in  numbers 
from  many  counties,  with  nesting  reported  in 
Alameda,  Merced,  Mono,  Monterey,  Santa 


Clara,  and  Shasta;  a male  at  Sierra  Valley  14 
May  was  just  Plumas's  3rd  (Brian  O’Conner), 
and  singles  at  Yosemite  Lakes  Park  21  Apr 
(Joseph  Oldham)  and  near  Raymond  20  May 
0ND)  were  just  the  2nd  and  3rd  records  for 
Madera's  foothills.  The  wintering  Orchard 
Oriole  at  Fort  Mason,  S.F.  was  last  detected  7 
Mar  (Hugh  Harvey).  The  sole  Baltimore  Ori- 
ole reported  was  singing  26  May  at  Big  Sur  R. 
mouth,  Monterey  (TAm).  Two  singing  Scott’s 
Orioles  at  Chimney  Peak  N.R.A.,  Tulare  15 
May  (SDS)  were  just  n.  of  known  Kem  nest- 
ing areas,  while  one  at  Oasis,  Mono  28  May 
(jeS)  was  less  expected.  Red  Crossbills  were 
only  reported  from  Humboldt.  There  was  a 
large  and  long-staying  irruption  of  Evening 
Grosbeaks  in  the  Mono  Basin,  Mono  25  Feb+ 
(KNN,  m.ob.);  one  in  the  C.V  was  at  Davis, 
Yolo  14  Mar-2  Apr  (MP,  m.ob.),  and  4 were  in 
Eureka,  Humboldt  10  May  (GSL). 

Corrigenda:  In  the  summer  issue,  we  report- 
ed that  a Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  nest 
was  a first  confirmed  nesting  record  for  Mono, 
but  it  was  merely  a first  for  the  Mono  Basin; 
the  species  nests  elsewhere  in  the  county  in 
the  White  Mt.  and  Glass  Mt.  ranges  (fide 
KNN).  In  the  fall  issue,  we  reported  that  the 
Wood  Thrush  on  20  Sep  2005  was  the  first  in 
the  Region  since  1996;  this  statement  over- 
looked one  in  Santa  Cruz  16  jun  2005  (acc. 
by  C.B.R.C., /ide  DLSu). 

Observers:  R.  J.  Adams,  Tim  Amaral,  David 
Armstrong,  Stephen  E Bailey,  Murray  Berner 
(Napa),  Matthew  Brady,  William  G.  Bousman 
(Santa  Clara),  Adam  Brown  (EL),  Ken  Burton, 
Scott  Carey,  Rita  Carratello,  Luke  W.  Cole 
(Kings),  Chris  Conard  (Sacramento  and  Yolo), 
Jeff  N.  Davis  (Madera),  Al  DeMartini,  Bruce  E. 
Deuel  (n.  C.V.  counties),  Colin  P.  Dillingham, 
Matthew  Dodder,  Todd  Easterla,  Mark  W. 
Eaton  (San  Francisco),  Ray  Ekstrom  (Siskiyou), 
Elias  Elias,  David  Fix  (Humboldt),  Rick 
Fournier  (RF),  Rob  Fowler  (RbF),  Alexander 
Gaguine,  James  H.  Gain  (Stanislaus),  Steve 
Gerow,  Yohn  Gideon,  Steve  A.  Glover  (Contra 
Costa),  Lois  Goldfrank,  Chris  Hartzeil,  Jim  T. 


Havlena,  Karen  A.  Havlena,  Floyd  Hayes,  Rob 
Hewitt,  Bill  Hill,  Alan  S.  Hopkins,  Lisa  Hug, 
John  E.  Hunter  (Trinity),  Ken  Irwin,  Alvaro 
Jaramillo,  Robert  J.  Keiffer  (Mendocino),  Clay 
Kempf,  Jon  King,  Kimya  L.  Lambert,  Stephen 

A.  Laymon,  Earl  Lebow,  Robin  L.  C.  Leong 
(Solano),  Gary  S.  Lester,  Jim  Lomax,  John  S. 
Luther,  Michael  J.  Mammoser,  Blake  T.  Mathe- 
son  (BTM),  Sean  McAllister,  J.  Mac  Mc- 
Cormick (Plumas  and  Sieira),  Tristan  McKee, 
Peter  J.  Metropulos  (San  Mateo),  Bartshe 
Miller,  Joseph  Morlan,  Dan  E Murphy,  Roger 
Muskat,  Kristie  N.  Nelson  (Mono),  Wally 
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This  spring  drew  raves  from  both 
coastal  and  desert  birders  for  the  vol- 
ume of  western  migrants  moving 
through  the  Region  from  late  March  through 
May,  but  it  was  one  of  the  poorest  in  recent 
decades  for  quantity  and  quality  of  vagrants. 
Several  especially  impressive  waves  of  mi- 
grants were  noted  during  the  period,  includ- 
ing a large  movement  of  passerines  through 
the  mountains  and  foothills  of  San  Diego 
County  22  April  to  4 May,  a large  movement 
through  the  Imperial  Valley  on  27  April,  and 
an  impressive  passage  of  Wilson’s  Warblers 
and  other  songbirds  on  7 May  in  Orange 
County.  Especially  unusual  for  the  Region 
were  the  30+  tideiine  carcasses  of  songbirds  at 
Coronado,  San  Diego  County  20  May  report- 
ed by  Matthew  Sadowski  and  Thomas  Myers, 
suggesting  unfavorable  conditions  for  mi- 
grants offshore  at  that  time;  perhaps  related  to 
this  event,  an  especially  strong  nocturnal  mi- 
gration was  noted  on  the  nights  of  17  and  18 
May  on  San  Clemente  Island. 

Precipitation  was  somewhat  above  normal 
for  the  period,  though  the  total  for  the  entire 
rainy  season  ended  up  well  below  average.  The 
typical  late  spring  coastal  overcast  was  limited, 
and  by  the  period’s  end,  the  expected  “June 
gloom”  was  an  almost  complete  no-show. 
Noteworthy  records  included  yet  another 
spring  Laysan  Albatross  sighting  on  the  south- 
ern deserts,  two  Upland  Sandpipers,  and  two 
Broad-billed  Hummingbirds. 

Abbreviations;  B.S.  (Butterbredt  Spring,  s. 
end  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  above  Cantil,  e. 
Kern);  C.L.  (China  Lake  Naval  Air  Weapons 
Station,  extreme  ne.  Kem);  E.A.EB.  (Edwards 
A.F.B.,  se.  Kern);  F.C.R.  (Furnace  Creek 
Ranch,  Death  Valley  N.P.,  Inyo);  G.H.P. 
(Galileo  Hill  Park,  e.  Kem);  N.E.S.S.  (n.  end 
of  Salton  Sea,  Riverside);  PR  (Piute  Ponds  on 
Edwards  A.EB.,  ne.  Los  Angeles);  S.E.S.S.  (s. 
end  of  Salton  Sea,  Imperial).  Museum  collec- 
tions abbreviated  in  the  text  are:  SDNHM 


(San  Diego  Natural  History  Museum).  Be- 
cause virtually  all  rarities  in  s.  California  are 
seen  by  many  observers,  only  the  observer(s) 
initially  finding  and  identifying  the  bird  are 
included.  Documentation  for  species  on  the 
California  B.R.C.  (C.B.R.C.)  review  list  is  for- 
warded to  the  Secretary  and  archived  at  the 
Western  Foundation  of  Vertebrate  Zoology  in 
Camarillo. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  HERONS 

A flock  of  24  Brant  near  Imperial,  Imperial  8 
Apr  (GMcC),  35  at  N.E.S.S.  7 May  (LS),  and 
flocks  of  11  and  15  flying  northward  through 
the  Borrego  Valley  San  Diego  9 & 12  Apr  (PJ, 
JMa)  were  along  the  route  followed  by  this 
species  migrating  from  the  Gulf  of  California 
to  the  Pacific  coast.  An  exceptionally  late  mi- 
grant Eurasian  Wigeon  was  near  Lone  Pine. 
Inyo  14  May  (T&JH).  A flock  of  61  Surf  Scot- 
ers on  L.  Henshaw,  San  Diego  16  Mar  (BKS) 
had  been  grounded  by  inclement  weather 
when  migrating  from  the  Gulf  of  California  to 


One  of  three  Long-tailed  Jaegers  found  around  the  San 
Juan  Seamount  % kilometers  southwest  of  San  Miguel  Is- 
land, Califortria  in  late  April  2006,  this  bird  was  pho- 
tographed 28  April.  Photograph  by  Walter  Carnahan. 

the  Pacific.  A Black  Scoter,  exceptionally  rare 
inland,  was  at  a fish  farm  near  Niland,  Imperi- 
al 17  May  (BM).  Two  somewhat  late  winter- 
ing Long-tailed  Ducks  remained  at  Marina  del 
Rey  Los  Angeles  6 Apr  (RB),  and  another  was 
still  present  at  Morro  Bay  San  Luis  Obispo 
through  19  Apr  (PEL). 

A Red-throated  Loon  on  Cuyamaca  L.,  San 
Diego  24  Apr  (MBS)  was  inland,  where  unex- 
pected. The  only  reports  of  migrant  Pacific 
Loons  inland  were  of  single  birds  near  the 
N.E.S.S.  23  May  (HBK)  and  near  Imperial  8 
Apr  (GMcC).  A Red-necked  Grebe  off  Goleta, 
Santa  Barbara  2-6  Apr  (DMC)  was  unexpect- 
ed. Pelagic  trips  off  s.  California  in  late  Apr 
produced  6 Laysan  Albatrosses  at  the  San  Juan 
Seamount  22  Apr  (TMcG,  JSF)  and  4 there  28 
Apr  (TMcG);  5 Flesh-footed  Shearwaters  and 
about  15  Fork-tailed  Storm-Petrels  were  seen 
at  various  locations  over  deep  water  22-29  Apr 
(TMcG,  JSF).  A Laysan  Albatross  seen  flying 
northward  in  the  Borrego  Valley  10  Apr  (]B) 
had  undoubtedly  moved  from  the  Gulf  of  Cal- 
ifornia; it  is  the  9th  to  be  found  in  this  gener- 
al area  of  the  Sonoran  Desert  in  spring/early 
summer.  An  imm.  Short-tailed  Albatross  16 


km  sw.  of  Morro  Bay,  San  Luis  Obispo  19  Apr 
(PEL)  adds  another  to  the  encouraging  in- 
creasing number  of  records  in  recent  years.  A 
Mottled  Petrel,  casual  within  320  km  of  the 
coast,  was  photographed  about  120  km  w.  of 
San  Clemente  I.  6 Apr  QDY).  A dead  Fork- 
tailed Storm-Petrel  near  Oceanside,  San  Diego 
11  May  (BF;  *SDNHM)  was  unusually  far 
south.  Two  Red-billed  Tropicbirds,  regular  off 
s.  California  in  small  numbers,  were  near  the 
“Mushroom”  off  Los  Angeles  29  Apr  (TMcG). 
A decomposing  Brown  Booby  was  found  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Tijuana  R.,  San  Diego  2 May 
(RTP;  *SDNHM).  A Brown  Pelican  on  Searles 
Dry  L.,  San  Bernardino  8 Apr  (SCH)  and  an- 
other picked  up  at  E.A.FB.  about  22  Apr  (fide 
Stan  Gray)  were  both  most  unusual  as  to  the 
location  and  time  of  the  year. 

A Little  Blue  Heron  in  Marina  del  Rey  23 
Mar-25  Apr  (DB)  was  the  only  one  away  from 
coastal  San  Diego.  Three  Reddish  Egrets  re- 
mained in  San  Diego  and  Orange  through  Apr 
(TAB,  GMcC),  with  one  still  on  San  Diego  Bay 
at  the  end  of  the  period  (MS).  The  2 Yellow- 
crowned  Night-Herons  found  in  Imperial 
Beach,  San  Diego  in  Jun  2005  were  still  pres- 
ent and  attending  a nest  31  May  (GMcC),  and 
another  ad.  was  near  the  San  Diego  R.  mouth, 
San  Diego  27  Apr-29  May  (TM). 

HAWKS  THROUGH  PUFFINS 

A Mississippi  Kite,  a casual  straggler  to  Cali- 
fornia, was  at  FC.R.  26-28  May  (ERR  OJ),  the 
10th  to  be  found  in  the  state  in  spring.  A Har- 
ris’s Hawk  at  S.E.S.S.  5 Mar  (KLG)  was  within 
the  historic  range  of  this  species,  and  another 
at  Borrego  Springs  25  Apr  (RT)  was  in  the  area 
where  small  numbers  persisted  Apr  1994-Feb 
2002.  A first-year  Broad-winged  Hawk  on  San 


This  Mississippi  Kite  was  photographed  on  the  first 
day  of  its  three-day  stay  at  Furnace  Creek  Ranch  in 
Death  Valley  National  Park,  California  26-28  May  2006. 
Photograph  by  Edward  R.  Pandolfino. 

Clemente  I.  22  Mar  and  4 Apr  (SWS)  had 
probably  gone  undetected  since  its  arrival  in 
the  fall,  but  another  near  Big  Pine,  Inyo  6 May 
O&DP)  was  a spring  vagrant.  Swainson’s 
Hawks  continued  to  pass  through  the  Borrego 
Valley  through  3 May,  with  a total  of  1600 
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counted  since  Feb  (HC,  PJ);  elsewhere,  large 
flocks  included  90+  in  the  w.  Antelope  Valley, 
Los  Angeles  TI  Mar  (MSanM),  30-35  near  L. 
Henshaw  14  Mar  (PU),  and  18  near  El  Centro, 
Imperial  12  Mar  (KZK).  Single  Zone-tailed 
Hawks  at  EC.R.  TI  May  (MT)  and  over  Norco, 
Riverside  5 May  (HBK)  were  unexpected  at 
these  locations,  but  one  near  Warner  Springs, 
San  Diego  16  Apr  (DM)  was  close  to  an  area 
where  this  species  has  nested.  A wintering 
Merlin  near  Lakeview,  Riverside  remained  until 
the  exceptionally  late  date  of  6 May  (CMcG). 

Single  northbound  American  Golden- 
Plovers  were  at  S.E.S.S.  18  May  (GMcC)  and 
C.L.  20-21  May  (SLS).  Three  wintering  Pacif- 
ic Golden-Plovers  remained  in  Seal  Beach,  Or- 
ange through  29  Apr  (TAB),  and  3 more  were 
still  near  Imperial  Beach  9 Apr  (RTP);  one  in 
alternate  plumage  on  San  Diego  Bay  27  Mar 
(MS)  was  thought  to  be  a migrant.  With 
coastal  s.  California  lying  within  the  area  of 
overlap  between  American  and  Black  Oyster- 
catchers,  observers  encounter  a variety  of 
black-and-white  oystercatchers  ranging  from 
phenotypically  “pure”  Americans  to  Blacks 
that  have  some  white  feathering;  identifying 
these  birds  presents  a challenge.  Individuals 
approaching  “pure”  American  Oystercatcher 
were  in  Goleta  8 Apr  (DMC),  at  Royal  Palms 
Beach  4 May  (DLM),  and  nearby  Cabrillo 
Beach,  Los  Angeles  16  May  (BA). 

Reports  of  Solitary  Sandpipers,  scarce  in 
spring,  included  early  birds  in  Blythe,  River- 
side 24  Mar  (RH)  and  Bishop,  Inyo  30  Mar 
O&KW),  followed  by  9 more  scattered 
throughout  the  Region  16-30  Apr.  Single 
Wandering  Tattlers,  casual  inland,  were  at 
S.E.S.S.  23-29  Apr  (GMcC,  JMo)  and  9 May 
(RJN).  An  Upland  Sandpiper  in  Twentynine 
Palms,  San  Bernardino  18-19  May  (JZ)  and  an- 
other at  G.H.P.  4-8  Jun  (RST)  provide  the  8th 
and  9th  spring  records  for  California.  Two 
Black  Turnstones  at  S.E.S.S.  15  May  (REW) 
were  late  migrants  moving  northward  from 
the  Gulf  of  California,  but  another  there  28 
May+  (HBK)  may  have  been  attempting  to 
summer  locally;  one  at  PP.  26  Apr  (RJN)  was 
one  of  a very  few  ever  found  inland  away  from 
the  Salton  Sea.  A Red  Knot  at  E.A.EB.  22-23 
Apr  (TEW)  was  the  only  one  found  inland 
away  from  the  Salton  Sea,  as  were  up  to  2 
Sanderlings  at  C.L.  28  Apr-4  May  (SLS).  The 
only  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  reported  was 
one  at  S.E.S.S.  12  May  (GMcC).  Two  Baird’s 
Sandpipers,  rare  in  spring,  were  at  Owens  L., 
Inyo  9 Apr  (SLS),  another  was  at  C.L.  1-5  May 
(SLS),  and  2 more  were  at  S.E.S.S.  5-12  May 
(KLG).  A Pectoral  Sandpiper,  also  rare  in 
spring,  was  in  California  City,  Kern  23-29  Apr 
(MMcQ).  A northbound  Ruff  at  C.L.  16-22 
May  (SLS)  was  only  the  2nd  to  be  found  in 


This  first-year  Broad-winged  Hawk,  photographed  on  San 
Clemente  Island,  California  4 April  2006,  was  believed  to 
have  been  present  (but  undetected)  through  the  winter  un- 
til first  seen  on  22  March.  Photograph  by  Sam  W.  Stuart. 

Kem  in  spring.  A Red  Pbalarope  at  C.L.  17 
Apr  (SLS)  was  the  only  one  found  inland. 

A Long-tailed  Jaeger,  rare  in  the  Region’s 
waters  in  spring,  was  near  the  San  Juan 
Seamount  22  Apr,  and  2 were  there  28  Apr 
(TMcG).  Single  Laughing  Gulls  at  Cayucos, 
San  Luis  Obispo  2 Mar  (TME),  Pismo  Beach, 
San  Luis  Obispo  30  Apr  QMC),  the  Ventura  R. 
mouth,  Ventura  8-17  Apr  (OJ),  and  Malibu  30 
A^pr  (BW)  were  on  the  coast,  where  rare. 
Franklin’s  Gulls  were  scarcer  than  normal, 
with  one  on  the  coast  at  Playa  del  Rey,  Los  An- 
geles 6-9  Apr  (RB)  and  only  16  in  the  interior 
15  Apr-30  May.  A first-summer  Little  Gull 


This  American  Golden-Plover  at  China  Lake,  Kern  County, 
photographed  here  on  the  first  day  of  its  20-21  May  2006 
stay,  was  one  of  two  found  in  the  Southern  California  re- 
gion this  spring.  The  fact  that  the  primaries  extend  well 
beyond  the  tip  of  the  tail,  and  that  bird  has  not  yet  attained 
full  breeding  plumage,  strongly  favor  American  over  Pacific. 

Photograph  by  Bob  Steele. 

was  at  S.E.S.S.  12-15  Apr  and  again  28  May+ 
(KLG,  JMo),  and  another  was  at  Salton  City, 
Imperial  29  Apr  (DE).  An  ad.  Heermann’s 
Gull  remained  around  S.E.S.S.  17  Feb-5  May 
(KLG).  A Yellow-footed  Gull  at  C.L.  29  Apr 
(TEW)  was  the  first  to  be  found  in  Kern  and 
one  of  a very  few  ever  found  away  from  the 
Salton  Sea.  A Western  Gull  at  Lancaster  20 
Apr  (MSanM)  was  most  unusual.  A young 
Glaucous  Gull  on  San  Clemente  1.  8-19  Apr 
(JEB)  provided  the  first  record  for  the  island. 


and  single  birds  at  Pt.  Piedras  Blancas,  San 
Luis  Obispo  20  Apr  (RAR)  and  Malibu,  Los 
Angeles  9 Apr-3  May  (CT)  were  on  the  coast. 
A Sabine’s  Gull,  very  rare  inland  in  spring, 
was  at  Lancaster  14  Apr  (MSanM,  TMcG).  On 
23  Apr,  an  Elegant  Tern,  casual  inland,  was 
near  Seeley,  Imperial,  and  6 more  were  at  the 
Salton  Sea  N.W.R.  at  S.E.S.S.  (GMcC),  with  2 
remaining  through  15  May  (REW).  A Least 
Tern  at  Marina  del  Rey  1 Apr  (WL)  was  ex- 
ceptionally early,  and  at  least  3 were  present 
inland  around  S.E.S.S.  12  May+  (GMcC).  A 
Craveri’s  Murrelet  found  dead  on  the  beach  in 
Coronado,  San  Diego  19  May  (MS;  *SDNHM) 
was  exceptionally  early  for  California;  the 
previous  early  date  was  11  Jul  1972.  A Tufted 
Puffin,  rare  in  s.  California  waters,  was  16  km 
off  Refugio  S.B.,  Santa  Barbara  22  Apr 
(TMcG). 

DOVES  THROUGH  FLYCATCHERS 

A pair  of  White-winged  Doves  in  Brawley,  Im- 
perial 3 Mar  (DRW)  had  undoubtedly  win- 
tered locally,  as  the  first  spring  migrants  do 
not  normally  arrive  in  this  area  until  mid-Apr; 
10  along  the  coast  and  on  offshore  islands  25 
Apr-30  May  were  w.  of  the  species’  normal 
range.  Away  from  the  resident  population 
near  Calipatria,  a Ruddy  Ground-Dove  pres- 
ent near  El  Centro  all  winter  remained 
through  27  May  (KZK).  A migrant  Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo  at  B.S.  4 jun  (RST)  was  the  ear- 
liest this  year.  Up  to  47  Short-eared  Owls  near 
Cantil,  Kem  17  Mar  (MSanM)  was  a remark- 
able concentration.  Reports  of  migrant  Black 
Swifts  included  an  early  bird  over  Santa  Bar- 
bara 27  Apr  (PAG),  50  over  Carlsbad,  San 
Diego  26  May  (ZS),  10  at  Huntington  Beach, 
Orange  27  May  0EP)>  ^nd  27  at  Arroyo 
Grande,  San  Luis  Obispo  27  May  (BKS). 

Male  Broad-billed  Hummingbirds  near  Ra- 
mona, San  Diego  14-18  Apr  (BC)  and  El  Cen- 
tro 20-21  Apr  (GMcC)  are  only  the  3rd  and 
4th  to  be  found  in  California  in  spring,  with 
the  latter  being  the  first  for  Imperial.  An  ex- 
ceptionally early  Calliope  Hummingbird  on 
Pt.  Loma,  San  Diego  4 Mar  (SES)  was  followed 
by  above-average  numbers  along  the  coast 
and  foothills,  as  indicated  by  6 frequenting  a 
feeder  in  Arcadia,  Los  Angeles  16  Apr 
(MSanM)  and  up  to  4 in  Atascadero,  San  Luis 
Obispo  8-25  Apr  (RHZ).  A Broad-tailed  Hum- 
mingbird, casual  away  from  known  breeding 
locations,  was  frequenting  a feeder  in  Inyo- 
kern,  Kem  16  Apr-15  May  (SLS). 

An  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  in  Brawley  15 
Apr  (PEL)  was  the  earliest  ever  for  the  Salton 
Sink.  A Greater  Pewee  in  Griffith  Park,  Los 
Angeles  17  Apr  (RB)  could  not  be  refound,  but 
with  no  records  of  spring  migrants  in  Califor- 
nia, it  seems  likely  that  it  wintered  in  the  area. 
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This  male  Broad-billed  Hummingbird  near  El  Centro,  California  20-21  April  2006  (here  on  the  latter  date]  provided  the  first 
record  for  Imperial  County  and  the  Salton  Sink.  Photograph  by  Todd  McGrath. 


Like  most  "American  Oystercatchers"  on  the  coast  of 
California,  this  one  in  Goleta,  Santa  Barbara  County  8 
April  2006  showed  some  admixture  of  genetic  material 
from  Black  Oystercatcher,  as  suggested  here  by  the 
ragged  demarcation  line  between  the  black  breast  and 
white  belly  and  by  the  dark  flecking  on  the  white 
uppertail  coverts.  Photograph  by  David  M.  Compton. 

An  intriguing  report  of  an  Eastern  Wood-Pe- 
wee  heard  and  photographed  on  Santa  Catali- 
na 1.  12  May  (JND)  will  be  reviewed.  A West- 
ern Wood-Pewee  in  Long  Beach,  Los  Angeles 
2-3  Apr  (KSG)  was  exceptionally  early.  The 
earliest  Willow  Flycatcher  was  at  Mojave  Nar- 
rows, San  Bemanlino  23  Apr  (SJM).  Sixteen 
reports  of  migrant  Gray  Flycatchers  in  the 
lowlands  spanned  1 Apr-13  May.  A Ham- 
mond’s Flycatcher  in  Elysian  Park,  Los  Ange- 
les 11-25  Mar  (RB)  likely  wintered  locally. 
The  various  wintering  Eastern  Phoebes  re- 
mained as  late  as  9 Apr  (in  Rose  Canyon,  San 
Diego;  JR);  2 in  the  Prado  Basin,  Riverside  15- 
27  & 22-31  Mar  (JEP)  might  also  have  win- 
tered. Say’s  Phoebes  nested  near  the  coast  in 
Torrance,  Los  Angeles  (fledglings  being  fed  22 
May;  DLM)  and  at  Bolsa  Chica,  Orange  (nest 
with  eggs  found  on  30  May;  RAE).  Vermilion 
Flycatchers  nested  again  in  San  Bernardino, 
with  young  fledging  on  8 Jun  (TAB;  see  West- 
ern Birds  36:  56-58).  Two  pairs  of  Brown- 
crested  Flycatchers  returned  to  their  sole  Sciii 
Diego  breeding  outpost  in  Borrego  Springs  12 
May-i-  (ELK,  MBS).  The  latest  report  of  a win- 
tering Tropical  Kingbird  was  in  Long  Beach 
26  Apr  (KSG).  A Cassin’s  Kingbird  in  Ridge- 
crest, Kent  17-21  May  (SLS)  and  up  to  2 at 
Westmorland,  Imperial  2-12  Mar  (TMcG,  TE) 
were  outside  tbe  species’  regular  range.  The 
only  Eastern  Kingbirds  reported  were  in  Tor- 
rance 30  May  (BCo)  and  at  EC.R.  3 Jun 
(V&GW).  Single  Scissor-tailed  Flycatchers 
were  on  San  Clemente  1.  14  May  (MGH)  and 
at  EC.R.  27-31  May  (MT,  AG). 

SHRIKES  THROUGH  PIPITS 

Only  3 Loggerhead  Shrikes  were  reported 
countywide  in  Orange  during  the  period 
(RAE),  and  numbers  are  similarly  of  concern 
in  other  coastal  counties.  Bell’s  Vireos  arrived 
late  (11  Apr)  at  their  most  important  Region- 
al site  in  the  Prado  Basin,  and  numbers  there 


were  down  by  a third  from  last  year  (JEP). 
Yellow-throated  Vireos,  casual  in  the  Region, 
were  at  B.S.  14  Apr  (TEW)  and  at  Old  Mission 
Dam,  San  Diego  31  May  (CH).  A Plumbeous 
Vireo  in  Lancaster,  Los  Angeles  5 Mar  OSF) 
was  at  a locality  surveyed  well  through  the 
winter;  it  was  possibly  a ver)'  early  migrant.  A 
Cassin’s  Vireo  near  El  Centro  20-23  May 
(KZK)  established  the  latest  spring  record  for 
the  Salton  Sink.  Two  Hutton’s  Vireos  on  Clark 
Mt.,  San  Bernardino  27  May  (CC)  were  pre- 
sumably of  the  sw.  interior  stepliensi,  a sub- 
species for  which  there  are  no  documented 
records  for  California;  2 (presumably  coastal 
oberlwlseri)  at  Morongo  Valley,  San  Bernardino 
6 May  QEP)  were  slightly  out  of  range. 

This  was  a banner  spring  for  migrant  Purple 
Martins,  with  an  exceptional  high  count  of  29 
at  Oso  Flaco  L.,  San  Luis  Obispo  28  Apr  (MPB); 
18  migrants  were  noted  in  Santa  Barbara  26 
Apr-24  May,  including  one  several  km  offshore 
on  14  May  (TMcG),  and  about  20  were  in 
coastal  San  Diego  27-28  Apr.  Two  martins  on 
San  Clemente  1.  24  May  (SWS)  established  only 
the  2nd  spring  record  there.  Several  dozen  Tree 
Swallows  were  found  dead  in  nest  boxes  in 
Saticoy,  Ventura  in  Apr  QW),  apparently  having 
succumbed  to  starvation.  The  only  known 
colony  of  Bank  Swallows  in  the  Region,  near 
Bishop,  had  75  birds  13  May  Q&DP). 

A pair  of  Mountain  Chickadees  attempting 
to  nest  at  Lake  Forest  in  Apr  (KM)  was  outside 
the  breeding  range  in  Orange;  similarly,  a nest- 


ing pair  of  White-breasted  Nuthatches  in  Bue- 
na Park  1 May+  (DLP)  was  the  first  for  that 
part  of  Orange.  Two  singing  Winter  Wrens  in 
Pine  Creek  Canyon  29  Apr+  (C&RH)  were  at 
a probable  breeding  locality  in  Inyo.  A juv. 
American  Dipper  along  Big  Tujunga  Cr.  just  n. 
of  Sunland,  Los  Angeles  21  May  (MSanM)  was 
away  from  known  localities  in  the  San  Gabriel 
Mts.  A Golden-crowned  Kinglet  on  San 
Clemente  1.  17  May  (SWS)  was  late,  as  was  a 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  in  Costa  Mesa  18  May 
(BEE).  A Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  on  San 
Clemente  1.  30  May  (SWS)  established  a late 
record  for  the  island.  A California  Gnatcatch- 
er in  Long  Beach  16  Apr  QSB)  was  several  km 
from  the  nearest  occupied  habitat,  and  a 
somewhat  out-of-range  pair  fledged  young  at 
Bolsa  Chica  by  28  May  (RAE). 

A nesting  pair  of  Western  Bluebirds  in  Red- 
lands, San  Beniardino  17  May  (AEK)  was  un- 
usual for  that  locality  but  part  of  this  species’ 
recent  expansion  into  urban  residential  areas. 
Late  coastal  Townsend’s  Solitaires  were  on  Pt. 
Loma  3 May  (SES)  and  San  Clemente  1.  30 
May  (SWS),  and  a Hermit  Thrush  in  Hunt- 
ington Beach  29  May  (BED)  was  quite  late  for 
the  coast.  Eight  km  across  a dense  urban 
hardscape  from  the  nearest  known  nesting  lo- 
cality, a Wrentit  in  the  Baldwin  Hills  in  Culver 
City,  Los  Angeles  18-23  Mar  (’WL)  was  quite  a 
surprise;  there  are  no  historical  records  for 
these  hills,  despite  seemingly  appropriate 
habitat.  Belatedly,  we  report  another  out-of- 
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Reports  of  Calliope  Hummingbirds  indicated  they  were  more  nu- 
merous than  normal  this  spring  in  some  parts  of  California.  This 
male  was  one  of  six  at  a feeder  in  Arcadia,  Los  Angeles  County  on 
1 6 April  2006.  Photograph  by  Mike  San  Miguel. 


range  Wrentit  at  Clark  Dry  L.  in  the  Borrego 
Valley  27  Feb  (MBS).  The  spring’s  vagrant 
mimids  included  a Gray  Catbird  near  El  Cen- 
tro 18  May  (KZK)  and  a Brow^n  Thrasher  at 
Deep  Springs,  Inyo  4 Jun  (C&RH).  California 
Thrashers  in  the  coastal  lowlands  away  from 
areas  of  known  occurrence  were  at  Playa  de 
Rey,  Los  Angeles  14  May-3  Jun  QC)  and  Bolsa 
Chica  25  Apr-30  May  (RAE).  Five  American 
Pipits  near  Bishop  29  May  Q&DP)  were  late 
for  the  Inyo  lowlands.  A probable  White  Wag- 
tail of  undetermined  subspecies  was  de- 
scribed from  Ryan  Ranch  in  Joshua  Tree  N.R, 
Riverside  5 May  (TR);  there  is  but  a single  pre- 
vious spring  record  in  the  Region  (a  male  lu- 
gens  in  Inyo  10  May  2003). 


Warblers  were  on  Pt.  Loma  4-9  May 
(PGi)  and  at  Zzyzx,  San  Bernardino  26 
May  (SBT),  Four  Ovenbirds  were  found 
on  the  Kent  deserts  during  the  period 
(fide  JCW).  The  only  Northern  Wa- 
terthrushes  found  on  the  coast  were  in 
Torrance  4 May  (DEM)  and  on  San 
Clemente  1.  9 May  OEb)-  Kentucky  War- 
blers were  at  G.H.P.  15  May  (SG)  and  1 
Jun  (K&BK)  and  at  B.S.  27  May  (CiL).  A 
briefly  seen  but  well-described  Connecti- 
cut Warbler  at  B.S.  23  May  (SSu)  would 
constitute  only  the  2nd  spring  record  for 
the  Region  (and  the  earliest  for  California 
by  12  days)  if  accepted.  A male  Hooded  War- 
bler on  San  Clemente  I.  9 May  (SHa)  was  the 
first  to  be  recorded  on  the  island;  others  on 
the  coast  were  at  Pt.  Loma  19-20  Apr  (PGi) 
and  at  Ocean  Beach,  San  Diego  2 Jun  (GPJ), 
and  3 were  on  the  n.  deserts  21-28  May.  Cana- 
da Warblers,  casual  in  spring,  were  at  G.H.P. 
31  May  (K6lBK)  and  8 Jun  (AEK).  A Painted 
Redstart  at  Agua  Duke  Cr.  in  the  Laguna 
Mts.,  San  Diego  29  Apr-r  (GLR,  DPa)  was 
probably  returning  from  the  previous  sum- 
mer; migrants  were  at  G.H.P.  17-19  Apr  (PEL) 
and  11-12  May  (BK)  and  near  Tecopa,  Inyo  1 
May  (RC).  A Yellow-breasted  Chat  at  Wister, 
S.E.S.S.  16  Apr  (PEL)  was  the  earliest  ever  for 
the  Salton  Sink  by  six  days. 


WARBLERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Nashville  Warbler  near  El  Centro  18  Mar 
(KZK)  was  the  earliest  ever  in  spring  for  the 
Salton  Sink.  A Virginia’s  Warbler  at  Playa  del 
Rey  5 Mar-21  Apr  (RB)  was  probably  winter- 
ing locally.  Single  Lucy’s  Warblers,  casual  in 
the  Imperial  Valley,  were  at  Wister  22-25  Mar 
(DRW)  and  near  Seeley  1 Apr  (GMcC). 
Northern  Parulas  were  in  lower-than-average 
numbers  this  spring,  with  15  noted  in  coastal 
counties  18  Apr-3  Jun  and  3 more  on  the 
deserts  12  May-3  Jun.  A Chestnut-sided  War- 
bler was  at  B.S.  4 Jun  (RST).  An  ad.  male  Mag- 
nolia Warbler  in  Santa  Barbara  18  Apr  (PAG) 
was  rather  early  for  a spring  vagrant.  A 
Townsend’s  Warbler  in  Rovana  7-8  Apr  OLD) 
was  the  earliest  ever  found  in  Inyo  by  10  days. 
Yellow-throated  Warblers,  casual  in  the  Re- 
gion, were  on  San  Clemente  1.  10-11  May 
(SWS)  and  Pt.  Loma  15  May  (AM).  A Black- 
burnian Warbler  was  at  B.S.  27  May  (MMcQ, 
DV).  Known  wintering  Palm  Warblers  re- 
mained as  late  as  28  Apr  at  Camp  Pendleton 
(PGi)  and  29  Apr  in  Torrance,  Los  Angeles 
(DLM),  but  birds  thought  to  be  spring  va- 
grants were  near  Torrance  1 May  (DLM)  and 
in  Goleta  4 May  (HPR). 

Five  migrant  Black-and-white  Warblers 
were  along  the  coast  18  Apr-13  May,  and  9 
were  on  the  deserts  13-28  May.  Prothonotary 


This  singing  Yellow-throated  Vireo  was  only  known 
to  be  present  at  Mission  Trails  Regional  Park  near 
Santee,  San  Diego  County,  California  for  one  day, 

31  May  2006.  Photograph  by  Trent  R.  Stanley. 

Hepatic  Tanagers  had  returned  to  their  tra- 
ditional nesting  site  in  the  San  Bernardino 
Mts.  at  Arrastre  Cr.  13  May  (REW).  Slightly 
out  of  range,  up  to  two  pairs  of  Western  Tan- 
agers were  nesting  at  Cerro  Alto  Camp- 
ground, San  Luis  Obispo  4-28  May  (MLS, 


TME).  Clay-colored  Sparrows  not  mentioned 
in  the  winter  report  were  at  Lakewood,  Los 
Angeles  1-11  Mar  (with  2 on  the  last  date;  RB, 
TEW)  and  in  Redlands  28  Feb-2  Apr  (TT). 
Black-chinned  Sparrows  are  very  rare  mi- 
grants in  the  lowlands,  so  7 along  the  coast 
and  on  San  Clemente  1.  1-30  May  were  note- 
worthy; the  earliest  arrival  in  breeding  habitat 
was  at  Sunshine  Summit,  San  Diego  14  Mar 
(PU).  Black-throated  Sparrows  are  also  very 
rare  in  coastal  regions;  this  spring,  7 were 
found  3 Apr-14  May.  Spring  migrant  Swamp 
Sparrows  were  near  Bishop  16  Apr  (J&DP) 
and  at  EC.R.  10  May  (BKS).  Several  White- 


This  Gray  Catbird  near  El  Centro,  Imperial  County, 
California  18  May  2006  established  the  second  record 
for  the  Salton  Sink  and  was  the  first  to  be  photo- 
graphed there.  Photograph  by  Kenneth  Z.  Kurland. 

throated  Sparrows  were  found  in  May,  with 
the  latest  being  in  Bishop  14  May  (C&RH). 
Breeding  Oregon  Juncos  were  found  on  Santa 
Catalina  1.  13  May  QND  et  al.).  A late  Pink- 
sided Junco  was  at  Cuyamaca  Mt.,  San  Diego 
24  Apr  (MBS),  and  a Gray-headed  was  on 
Clark  Mt.  27  May  (CC). 

Seven  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks  were  in 
coastal  counties  7 Apr-21  May,  and  10  were 
on  the  deserts  15-28  May.  A Black-headed 
Grosbeak  at  La  Jolla  26  Mar  (THu)  was  a 
record-early  arrival  for  San  Diego,  but  one  in 
Oceano  9 Mar  (ChL)  had  likely  wintered  lo- 
cally. The  expected  scattering  of  Indigo 
Buntings  in  May  was  augmented  by  apparent 
male  Indigo  Bunting  x Lazuli  Bunting  hybrids 
13  May  at  Morongo  Valley  (TEW)  and  28 
May  at  Desert  Center  (MSanM).  Lazuli 
Buntings  at  Dulzura,  San  Diego  25  Mar  (DPo) 
and  near  El  Centro  31  Mar  (KZK)  established 
record-early  dates  for  those  areas. 

Bobolinks  are  rare  but  regular  late  spring 
vagrants  in  the  Region;  one  was  in  National 
City  San  Diego  30  May  (RTP),  up  to  2 were  at 
EC.R.  26-29  May  (ERP),  and  one  was  at  near- 
by Cow  Creek  3 Jun  (V&GW).  The  nesting 
efforts  of  some  4000  ad.  Tricolored  Blackbirds 
in  tbe  San  Jacinto  Valley  Riverside  were  suc- 
cessful this  spring  after  Audubon  California 
negotiated  with  a wheat  farmer  to  delay  har- 
vesting (AEK);  some  6000  Tricoloreds  at  a 
dairy  in  Cuyama,  Santa  Barbara  18  Apr  (PEL) 
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And  when  you  get  you  hands 
dirty  in  programs  like  National 
Public  Lands  Day,  you  help 
spruce  up  your  beautiful  lands. 
Last  year,  on  this  day,  nearly 
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bridges,  planted  native  trees 
and  removed  trash. 

To  find  out  how  you  can  help, 
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800-VOL-TEER  (800-865-8337). 
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A Yellow-throated  Warbler  on  Point  Loma,  San  Diego 
County,  California  15  May  2006  stopped  only  long  enough  to 
get  a drink  and  was  seen  only  by  the  photographer,  though 
other  birders  were  nearby.  Photograph  by  TonyMerdew. 

was  an  impressive  number,  and  out-of-range 
individuals  were  on  San  Clemente  1.  29  Apr 
(SWS)  and  Afton  Canyon,  San  Bernardino  21 
May  (DB).  A male  Bronzed  Cowbird  at  G.H.R 
10  May  (TMcG)  established  the  4th  record  for 
Kem.  An  ad.  male  Orchard  Oriole  was  at 
B.S.  19  May  QMcM).  A Hooded  Oriole  at 
Los  Osos  7 Mar  (JSR)  was  the  earliest 
spring  arrival  ever  in  San  Luis  Obispo. 

Two  Baltimore  Orioles  in  Carpinteria  15 
Mar-19  Apr  (PAG)  could  have  wintered 
locally;  late  spring  vagrants  were  in  Ni- 
land  28  May  (MM,  JMo)  and  at  Laws, 

Inyo  10-12  Jun  O&DP). 

A Pine  Siskin  in  Long  Beach  20  May 
(KGL)  was  unexpected,  given  the  near 
absence  of  a winter  flight.  Six  Lawrence’s 
Goldfinches  in  Inyo  21  Apr-11  Jun  were 
at  the  edge  of  the  species’  range.  Quite 
unexpected  was  a flight  of  up  to  200 
Evening  Grosbeaks  on  Mt.  Pinos,  Ventu- 
ra/Keni'  4 were  there  8 Apr  (CH),  and 
125-200  birds  were  estimated  on  22  & 25  Apr 
(MSanM,  AEK).  Two  other  Evening  Gros- 
beaks were  at  Figueroa  Mt.,  Santa  Barbara  18 
Apr  (WTF),  and  6 were  in  Bishop  19  May 
O&DP). 

Cited  observers  (county  coordinators  in 
boldface);  Bernardo  Alps,  Richard  Barth, 
David  Bell,  Thomas  A.  Benson,  Jeff  Birek,  Jef- 
frey S.  Boyd,  James  E.  Bradley,  Mark  E Brown, 
Butch  Carter,  Jamie  M.  Chavez,  Roy  Church- 
well,  Jonathan  Coffin,  Hal  Cohen,  David  M. 
Compton  (Santa  Barbara),  Chris  Conard,  Bar- 
bara Courtois,  Jeff  N.  Davis,  Jon  L.  Dunn, 
David  Easterla,  Todd  Easterla,  Bettina  E.  East- 
man, Tom  M.  Edell  (San  Luis  Obispo),  Richard 
A.  Erickson,  Jonathan  S.  Feenstra,  Brian  Fos- 
ter, Wes  T.  Fritz,  Peter  A.  Gaede,  Kimball  L. 
Garrett  (Los  Angeles),  Karen  S.  Gilbert,  Pete 
Ginsburg  (PGi),  Ashley  Gooding,  Stan  Gray, 
John  E Green  (Riverside),  Susan  Hammerly 
(SHa),  Steve  C.  Hampton,  Christine  Harvey, 
Tom  & Jo  Heindel  (Inyo),  Matt  G.  Hethcoat, 


Roger  Higson,  Cher  Hollingworth,  Chris  & 
Rosie  Howard  (C&RH),  Terry  Hunefeld 
(THu),  Ginger  P.  Johnson,  Oscar  Johnson, 
Paul  Jorgensen,  Barbara  Kelly,  Eric  L.  Kershn- 
er,  Howard  B.  King,  Alexander  E.  Koonce 
(San  Bernardino),  Kenneth  Z.  Kurland,  Ken  & 
Brenda  Kyle  (K&BK),  Walter  Lamb,  Kevin  G. 
Larson,  Paul  E.  Lehman,  Cindy  Lieurance 
(CiL),  Cheryl  Lish  (ChL),  Debbie  Marlow, 
John  Martin  OMa),  Guy  McCaskie  (Imperial), 
Chet  McGaugh,  Todd  McGrath,  Jimmy  Mc- 
Morran,  Michael  McQuerrey  Anthony  Mer- 
cieca,  Martin  Meyers,  Bob  Miller,  Jake 
Mohlmann  QMo),  Katharine  Monger,  David 
L.  Moody,  Stephen  J.  Myers,  Thomas  Myers, 
Richard  J.  Norton,  Drew  Pallette  (DPa),  Ed- 
ward R.  Pandolfino,  Jim  & Debby  Parker 
O&DP),  Robert  T.  Patten,  James  E.  Pike,  Dave 
Povey  (DPo),  Dick  L.  Purvis,  Hugh  P.  Ranson, 
Jim  Roberts,  Geoffrey  L.  Rogers,  Richard  A. 
Rowlett,  Jim  S.  Royer,  Tobin  Rummel, 


Matthew  Sadowski,  Mike  San  Miguel,  Larry 
Schmahl,  Brad  K.  Schram,  Maggie  L.  Smith, 
Susan  E.  Smith,  Zack  Smith,  Susan  L.  Steele 
(SLS),  Mary  Beth  Stowe,  Sam  W.  Stuart  (San 
Clemente  L),  Steve  Summers  (SSu),  Robert 
Theriault,  Ryan  S.  Terrill,  Scott  B.  Terrill, 
Chris  Tosdevin,  Tarik  Townsend,  Mike  Tyner, 
Philip  Unitt,  David  Vander  Pluym,  Bobby 
Walsh,  Jan  Wasserman,  Walter  Wehtje  (Ven- 
tura), Richard  E.  Webster,  Douglas  R.  Willick 
(Orange),  James  & Kay  Wilson  O&KW),  John 
C.  Wilson  (Kern),  Vicki  & Gerry  Wolfe, 
Thomas  E.  Wurster,  Jason  D.  Yakich,  Roger  H. 
Zachary  Joe  Zarki.  An  additional  30-t-  ob- 
servers who  could  not  be  individually  ac- 
knowledged submitted  reports  this  season;  all 
have  our  thanks.  © 


Guy  McCaskie,  954  Grove  Avenue,  Imperial  Beach,  Cali- 
fornia 91932,  (guymcc@pacbel!.net); 

Kimball  L.  Garrett,  Natural  History  Museum  of  Los  An- 
geles County,  900  Exposition  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles,  California 
90007,  (kgarrettifflnlim.org) 


This  Painted  Redstart  at  Galileo  Hill  Park  in  eastern  Kern  County, 
California  was  photographed  on  the  first  day  of  its  17-19  April 
2006  stay,  the  first  of  two  that  visited  this  desert  oasis  this  spring. 
Photograph  by  Bob  Steele. 
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Baja  California  Peninsula 


Ensenada 


Richard  A.  Erickson 

Robert  A.  Hamilton  I Roberto  Carmona 
Gorgonio  Ruiz-Campos 


Islas  Los  Coronados  hosted  a returning 
Cory’s  Shearwater  and  a Pigeon  Guille- 
mot, Ruddy  Ground-Doves  were  found 
nesting  at  Bahia  de  Los  Angeles,  and  a Gray 
Catbird  and  Red-throated  Pipit  were  in  the 
Vizcaino  Desert.  All  other  highlights  were  in 
Baja  California  Sur,  where  coverage  was  better 
this  season.  Wood  Duck  and  Garganey  were 
at  Estero  San  Jose  del  Cabo,  and  rare  warblers 
included  Tropical  Parula,  Blackpoll  Warbler, 
and  Prothonotary  Warbler.  Three  new  species 
were  confirmed  breeding:  Thick-billed  King- 
bird, Red-winged  Blackbird,  and  Western 
Meadowlark. 

Abbreviations:  C.P.G.P.  (Cerro  Prieto 
geothermal  ponds);  E.S.J.C.  (Estero  San  Jose 
del  Cabo);  S.S.PM.  (Sierra  San  Pedro  Martir). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  ALCIDS 

In  the  Cape  District,  Black-bellied  Whistling- 
Ducks  were  seen  again  at  Lagunas  de 
Chametla,  but  11  at  Salinas  Punta  Colorada 
22  May  (RAE,  MJB,  MJI)  were  at  a new  loca- 
tion. Seven  Greater  White-fronted  Geese  at 
Santiago  21  May  (MJI,  MJB,  RAE)  were  quite 
a surprise  but  did  follow  an  exceptional  win- 
ter for  the  species  in  Baja  California  Sur.  The 
last  Canada  Goose  of  the  season  was  a lone 
moffitti  at  C.PG.P  22  Apr  (ph.  GDLG).  A male 
Wood  Duck  at  E.S.J.C.  23  May  (ph.  MJI, 
RAE)  was  the  first  to  be  documented  in  Baja 
California  Sur,  but  a male  was  seen  at  the 
same  location  14  Nov  1987  (Monographs  in 
Field  Ornithology  3:  192).  Rare  in  the  Vizcaino 
Desert,  a Mallard  was  at  Mision  San  Fernando 
7 May  (REW).  The  wintering  Garganey  at 


E.S.J.C.  was  last  seen  27-28  Apr  (ph.  MaG). 

Lingering  Northern  Fulmars  were  off  Cabo 
San  Lucas  22  Apr  (one,  HT)  and  near  the  Is. 
Los  Coronados  30  May-6  Jun  (up  to  3;  PH  et 
al).  Amazing  was  the  reappearance  of  last 
year’s  Cory’s  Shearwater  at  Is.  Los  Corona- 
dos. On  24  Apr  and  8 May,  the  bird  exhibited 
behavior  similar  to  last  year  (HRC  et  al.).  It 
was  seen  again  on  6 Jun  (ph.  MJI  et  al.)  but 
missed  on  at  least  seven  other  trips  in  May 
and  Jun.  The  pattern  of  the  bird’s  underwings 
matched  the  subspecies  borealis.  High  counts 
of  Pink-footed  Shearwaters  in  the  Gulf  in- 
cluded 50+  near  I.  San  Marcos  16  May  (MiG) 
and  59  seen  from  shore  at  Pt.  Arena  21  May 
(MJB,  RAE,  MJI).  A visit  to  Gorda  Bank,  off 
San  Jose  del  Cabo,  19  May  yielded  one 
Townsend’s,  9 Pink-footed,  6 Wedge-tailed, 
and  16  Sooty  Shearwaters,  as  well  as  a Masked 
Booby  (MJB,  RAE,  MJI).  Brown  Boobies  nest- 
ed again  at  Is.  Los  Coronados.  A pair  was  first 
seen  nest-building  11-12  Feb  (ph.  MJB  et  al.), 
but  the  nest  ultimately  failed  (HRC  et  al.).  An 
impressive  amount  of  avian  biomass  was  con- 
centrated at  1.  San  Marcos  16  May,  when 
20,000+  Brown  Pelicans  were  feasting  on  an- 
chovies and  flying  to  and  from  1.  Tortuga 
(MiG). 

A Least  Bittern  singing  at  El  Rosario  7 May 
(REW)  was  at  a previously  unreported  locali- 
ty. White-faced  Ibis  have  increased  their  pres- 
ence significantly  in  the  Region 
over  the  past  few  decades,  but 
nesting  remains  unconfirmed, 
even  in  the  Mexicali  Valley  (Mono- 
graphs in  Field  Ornithology  3:  36, 

178).  One  of  80  birds  at  Lagunas 
de  Chametla  20  May  carried  a 
stick  briefly  (ph.  MJB  et  al.),  sug- 
gesting that  situation  may  not  last 
long.  Two  White-tailed  Kites  were 
seen  near  Ciudad  Constitucion  16 
Mar  (MJI).  Wintering  Sharp- 
shinned  and  Cooper’s  Hawks  were 
still  in  the  Sierra  de  La  Laguna  4-5 
Apr  (DK  et  al.).  A pair  of  Red- 
shouldered Hawks  in  the  Mexicali 
Valley  near  Cerro  Prieto  13 
Dec-13  Apr  (RAE,  MJI)  was  sus- 
pected of  nesting.  Apparent  mi- 
grant Swainson’s  Hawks  in  n.  Baja 
California  were  on  the  Rio  Col- 
orado near  Ejido  Chiapas  8 (MJB, 

RAH)  & 12  Mar  (KAR,  SG)  and  at 
Ojos  Negros  11  May  (6;  REW). 

The  latest  Zone-tailed  Hawks  in 
Baja  California  Sur  were  one  in  the 
Sierra  de  La  Laguna  3-6  Apr  (DK 
et  al.)  and  an  imm.  at  E.S.J.C.  17 
Mar  (MJI)  and  23  May  (RAE);  3 
others  were  seen  in  late  Mar  (MJI). 


Five  Virginia  Rails  and  a Sora  were  at  San- 
tiago 17  Mar,  but  none  could  be  found  21 
May  (MJI).  The  behavior  of  a Baird’s  Sand- 
piper near  Villa  Morelos,  Magdalena  Plain  16 
Mar  (ph.  MJI)  was  consistent  with  a spring 
migrant  rather  than  a wintering  bird.  The 
only  Regional  precedent  for  either  role  was  a 
26  Mar  2004  migrant  at  C.PG.P  South  Polar 
Skuas  were  widely  reported,  with  singles  in 
Baja  California  Sur  at  Gorda  Bank  19  May 
(ph.  MJI,  MJB,  RAE)  and  Pt.  Arena  22  May 
(MJI,  MJB),  and  in  Baja  California  between  1. 
Cedros  and  Is.  San  Benitos  28  May  (PH)  and 
sw.  of  Is.  Los  Coronados  6 Jun  (ph.  MJI  et  al.). 
Three  or  4 Franklin’s  Gulls  were  at  Gorda 
Bank  and  nearby  E.S.J.C.  19  May  (ph.  MJB, 
ph.  MJI,  RAE).  Sabine’s  Gull  reports  were  lim- 
ited to  the  e.  side  of  the  Region:  one  at 
C.PG.P  12  Apr  (MJI,  MJB)  and  one  s.  of  I.  San 
Pedro  Martir  2 May  (MiG).  Black  Terns  were 
seen  only  in  the  Gulf,  with  4 on  the  e.  side  of 
1.  Angel  de  la  Guarda  30  Apr  and  10+  between 
1.  San  Esteban  and  1.  San  Pedro  Martir  12  May 
(MiG). 

A Pigeon  Guillemot  at  Is.  Los  Coronados 
30  May  (PH)  followed  only  four  previous  Re- 
gional/Mexican records,  the  most  recent  from 
the  same  location  8 Jun  1977  (DWP,  previ- 
ously unpublished).  Craveri’s  Murrelets  ap- 
pear to  have  nested  unusually  early:  34  be- 
tween Los  Islotes  and  1.  Santa  Catalina  16-20 


^ A A number  of  lingering  waterbirds  were  observed  during  a five-day 
3 M visit  to  s.  Baja  California  Sur  in  late  May  (MJB,  RAE,  MJI).  None  of 
the  following  species  are  known  to  breed  in  the  state,  although  breeding 
seems  possible  for  some  (i.e..  Cinnamon  Teal,  Redhead).  Some  of  these 
species  might  still  be  moving  at  this  time  (e.g.,  Sanderling,  Spotted  Sand- 
piper), but  most  of  the  following  birds  were  believed  to  have  been  imma- 
tures  that  failed  to  migrate  and  were  expected  to  spend  the  rest  of  the 
summer  season — in  some  cases  their  lives — at  these  s.  latitudes. 


Estero  San  Jose  del  Cabo  18, 19, 23  May 

La  Paz  area  20  May 

7 Cinnamon  Teal 

one  Green-winged  Teal 

one  Northern  Pintail 

17  Black-bellied  Plovers 

31  Redheads,  including  4 "pairs" 

34  Semipalmated  Plovers 

2 Ring-necked  Ducks 

16  Greater  Yellowlegs 

one  Clark's  Grebe 

3 Willets 

2 Sanderlings 

2 Spotted  Sandpipers 

100  California  Gulls 

6Whimbrels 

5 Long-billed  Curlews 

65  Marbled  Godwits 

6 California  Gulls 

one  Ring-billed  Gull 

one  Gull-billed  Tern 
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At  Estero  San  Jose  del  Cabo,  Baja  California  Sur,  this  adult  Franklin's  Gull  was  one  of  three  or  four  reported  in  the  general  area 
on  19  May  2006.  Photograph  by  Mark  J.  Billings. 


Feb  included  two  pairs  with  2 chicks,  one- 
half  and  three-quarters  grown,  respectively 
(PAG),  while  70  in  the  n.  part  of  the  pass  be- 
tween the  mainland  and  1.  San  Jose  2 Mar  in- 
cluded downy  young  (DAS).  Literature  on 
this  species’  nesting  phenology  in  the  s.  Gulf 
was  not  readily  available,  but  Neltleship  (in 
Handbook  of  the  Birds  of  the  World.  Vol.  3, 
1996)  reported  “peak  laying  2nd  half  of  Feb 
and  early  Mar  |...]  nesting  period  extends  to 
early  Apr”  and  “incubation  [...]  probably  av- 
erages 31-33  days.” 

DOVES  THROUGH  FINCHES 

Seven  nesting  pairs  of  Common  Ground- 
Doves  represented  a high  total  for  Bahia  de 
Los  Angeles,  and  4 Ruddy  Ground-Doves 
there  through  6 Apr  included  Baja  California’s 
first  nesting  pair  (MF,  GF),  A singing  Ruddy 
and  a singing  Inca  Dove  at  El  Rosario  7 May 
(REW)  were  at  the  traditional  boundary  be- 
tween the  Vizcaino  Desert  and  the  California 
District.  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  continued 
their  march  toward  Los  Gabos,  with  individu- 
als near  Bahia  Concepcion  16  Apr  (RM)  and 
near  Ciudad  Constitucibn  20  May  (MJI,  MJB, 
RAE). 

Eight  northbound  Black  Swifts  in  the 
S.S.P.M.  11  May  (tRE’W)  provided  one  of  very 
few  Regional  records.  Calliope  Humming- 
birds are  rarely  reported  in  the  Region,  and  a 
male  at  Catavina  6 Apr  (KLW)  was  early. 
Seemingly  very  late  for  Baja  California  Sur 
were  2 Red-naped  Sapsuckers  in  the  Sierra  de 
La  Laguna  5 Apr  (DK  et  ah).  Downy  Wood- 


peckers now  winter  with  some  regularity  in 
the  nw,  but  one  at  Cantamar  6 May  (REW) 
furnished  a unique  spring  record.  A Ham- 
mond’s Elycatcher  in  the  Sierra  de  La  Laguna 
5 Apr  (fide  DK)  provided  one  of  few  Baja  Cal- 


ifornia Sur  records.  A total  of  19  Thick-billed 
Kingbirds  at  four  Cape  District  locales  21 
May  included  an  incubating  bird  at  Santiago 
(ph.  MJB,  RAE,  ph.  MJI),  the  first  to  be  found 
nesting  in  the  Region.  Kingbirds  found  out- 
side of  their  known  breeding  ranges  included 
2 or  more  calling  Tropicals  at  Lagunas  de 
Chametla  7 Apr-20  May  (DK  et  al.)  and  a 


Western  at  San  Ignacio  2 Jun  (PH). 

“Solitary”  Vireos  in  the  S.S.EM.  have  been 
confusing  in  the  past,  with  tentative  reports  of 
Plumbeous  but  only  nominate  Cassin’s  con- 
firmed. To  confuse  things  further,  a brightly 
colored  pair  at  2500  m on  8 May  was  consid- 
ered possibly  V c.  lucasanus  (v.r.,  tREW),  a 
subspecies  heretofore  considered  resident  in 
the  Sierra  de  La  Laguna.  A modern  high  count 
of  200  Purple  Martins  was  logged  at  Lagunas 
de  Chametla  20  May  (MJB  et  ah).  Swallows  at 
E.S.J.C.  18-23  May  included  30  Northern 
Rough-winged,  5 Bank,  and  6 Barn  (MJB,  MJI, 
RAE).  A “seemingly  territorial”  Northern 
Rough-winged  was  at  Todos  Santos  19  May 
(MJI,  MJB).  Six  Barn  Swallows  at  El  Rosario  7 
May  gave  calls  consistent  with  breeders,  and 
one  flew  under  the  eaves  of  a home  (REW), 
but  breeding  on  the  Region’s  mainland  re- 
mains to  be  confirmed. 

On  10  May  in  the  S.S.EM.,  Webster  found 
a Red-breasted  Nuthatch  calling  in  the  same 
area  where  he  recorded  the  Region’s  only 
mainland  summer  record:  one  15  Jun  2001.  A 
female  Varied  Thrush  found  near  Tecate  27 
Jan  was  last  seen  17  Mar  OS).  A killer  cat  pro- 
vided the  Peninsula’s  first  specimen  of  a Gray 
Catbird — and  first  adequately  documented 
record  of  a spring  vagrant  (cf.  Euphonia  1: 
14-16) — at  Bahia  de  Los  Angeles  29  May 
OG).  Presumed  migrant  Sage  Thrashers  were 
at  El  Descanso  3 Mar  (ph.  MJI,  ph. 
MJB)  and  on  the  Rio  Colorado  n.  of 
Colonia  Carranza  8 Mar  (MJI,  MJB, 
RAH).  The  Region’s  first  spring  va- 
grant Red-throated  Pipit  was  found 
7 May  at  Mision  San  Eernando 
(ph.,  tREW). 

Birds  lingering  in  the  Sierra  de 
La  Laguna  4-5  Apr  included  6 
Plumbeous  Vireos,  and  10 
Audubon’s,  13  Black-throated  Gray, 
11  Townsend’s,  and  8 Black-and- 
white  Warblers  (DK  et  ah).  Can  it 
be  coincidence  that  the  Region’s 
first  modern  record  of  Tropical 
Parula — at  Todos  Santos  19  May 
(ph.  MJI,  ph.  MJB,  RAE) — comes 
whence  C.  C.  Lamb  (Condor  TI'. 
117-118)  collected  birds  on  3 Nov 
1923  and  23  Jul  1924?  A Palm  War- 
bler was  at  Guerrero  Negro  2 May 
(AG-A).  Another  at  E.S.J.C.  27  Apr 
(MaC)  was  probably  the  same  bird  present 
since  21  Jan,  but  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  a 
singing  male  Blackpoll  Warbler  there  23  May 
(ph.  MJI,  ph.  MJB,  RAE),  part  of  a pulse  of  mi- 
grants that  day  that  included  2 Yellow  War- 
blers, 2 Northern  Waterthrushes,  and  a Wil- 
son’s Warbler.  The  wintering  female  Black- 
and-white  Warbler  at  the  Mexicali  Zoo  was 


A singing  male  Blackpoll  Warbler  at  Estero  San  Jose  del  Cabo,  Baja  Califor- 
nia Sur  23  May  2006  established  the  first  spring  record  for  the  Baja  Califor- 
nia Peninsula.  Photograph  by  Marshall  J.  Iliff. 
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last  seen  L3  Apr  (MJB).  A singing  male  Pro- 
thonotary  Warbler  was  at  Guerrero  Negro  2-4 
May  (ph.  AG-A),  and  2 Northern  Wa- 
terthrushes  were  at  Mision  San  Fernando  7 
May  (REW). 

A Rufous-crowned  Sparrow  at  Mision  San 
Fernando  7 May  (REW)  was  well  away  from 
areas  known  to  be  occupied  by  this  non-mi- 
gratory  species.  Later  than  previous  Baja  Cal- 
ifornia Sur  records  was  a Vesper  Sparrow  near 
Villa  Morelos  16  Mar  (ph.  MJI).  A White- 
throated  Sparrow  found  near  Tecate  27  Jan 
was  last  seen  16  Apr  (JS).  The  season’s  only 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  was  a male  at  E.S.J.C. 
18  May  (MJB,  RAE).  Red-winged  Blackbirds 
and  Brown-headed  Cowbirds  are  not  known 
to  breed  s.  of  n.  Baja  California,  but  scattered 
Apr  and  May  records  in  Baja  California  Sur 
involved  nearly  300  of  the  former — including 
5 nest-building  females  among  roughly  75 
pairs  14.3  km  w.  of  Ciudad  Constitucion  20 
May  (ph.  MJI,  ph.  MJB,  RAE) — and  37  of  the 
latter.  At  the  same  Magdalena  Plain  location, 
2 food-carrying  Western  Meadowlarks  (MJI, 
MJB,  RAE)  furnished  another  first  confirmed 
nesting  record  for  Baja  California  Sur.  The 
season’s  southernmost  American  Goldfinch- 
es— up  to  6 at  Cantamar  6-12  May — were 
considered  probable  breeders  (REW). 
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WATERFOWL  THROUGH  PARAKEETS 

On  23  Apr,  a wastewater  pond  between  the 
urban  areas  of  Gomez  Palacio,  Dgo.  and  Tor- 
reon,  Coah.  produced  the  simultaneous  views 
of  several  Fulvous  Whistling-Ducks  and 
Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks.  Seven  other 
species  of  ducks  were  recorded  there  at  the 
time,  including  Ruddy  Duck,  another  rare  vis- 
itor to  the  subregion  (RLL,  WB,  EC,  FVP). 
Eight  Mexican  Ducks  were  at  the  Terrenate, 
Son.  wet  crossing  12  Mar,  2 were  n.  of 
Yavaros,  Son.  14  Mar,  several  were  n.  of 
Navojoa,  Son.  16  Mar,  and  5 Anas  at  the 
Nogales,  Son.  border  crossing  included  2 
drake  Mallards  and  probably  several  Mexican 
Ducks  (RW  et  al).  At  least  9 ad.  and  18  imm. 
Mexican  Ducks  were  at  El  Playdn,  Angostura, 
Sin.  30  May  (MAGB).  Throughout  the  period, 
Wood  Ducks  continued  to  be  registered  in 
good  numbers  on  the  Nazas  R.,  Dgo.  (FVP  et 
al).  Five  Wild  Turkeys  were  near  Salto  de 
Agua  Llovida,  Dgo.  9 May  (HGdS). 

At  least  6 Northern  Fulmars  (2  dark 
morphs,  2 gray  morphs,  and  a very  white 
individual)  and  a Cookilaria  petrel  were  seen 
at  a seawatch  from  El  Golfo  de  Santa  Clara, 
Son.  in  the  early  morning  22  May,  during  a 
period  of  strong  southerly  onshore  winds 
(KLG).  Boobies  at  Farallon  de  San  Ignacio, 
Sin.  16  May  included  an  imm.  Masked/Nazca 
as  well  as  an  apparent  Masked  Booby  x Brown 
Booby  hybrid  that  was  raising  a chick  with  a 
female  Brown  Booby  (ph.  MAGB).  A Neotrop- 
ic Cormorant  was  in  the  Canon  de  Fernandez 
S.R  on  the  Nazas  R.,  Dgo.  26  Mar  (RLL,  FVP). 
A Great  Egret  at  Ejido  San  Isidro,  Durango  8 
May  was  late  or  oversummering  (HGdS). 

The  season  continued  to  be  a good  one  for 
Red-shouldered  Hawks  in  ne.  Durango,  as  one 
was  seen  5 Mar  and  another  14  May  in  Canon 
de  Fernandez  S.R;  this  rare  raptor  had  not 
been  seen  in  that  area  since  2001,  but  sight- 


ings have  been  common  since  winter  here 
(WB,  FC,  RLL,  FVP).  On  2 Apr,  Bosque 
Venustiano  Carranza  in  Torredn,  Coah.  pro- 
duced an  imm.  Swainson’s  Hawk  (RLL,  WB, 
FVP).  The  imm.  Solitary  Eagle  that  was 
found  21  Feb  during  the  El  Cielo  Nature 
Festival  was  seen  again  between  Gomez  Farias 
and  Alta  Cima,  Tamps.  5 Mar  (RJ).  A flock  of 
1200  Surfbirds  was  seen  at  Barra  de  Piaxtla, 
Sin.  28  Mar  (HB,  AOI).  A Wilsons  Phalarope 
was  recorded  23  Apr  at  a wastewater  pond  be- 


This  Palm  Warbler  was  present  at  Parque  Ecologico  Xochim- 
ilco  in  Mexico  City  18  (here)  through  27  April  2006  and  was 
the  first  record  for  the  Distrito  Federal,  where  the  bird  list 
tops  340  species.  Photograph  by  Gerardo  del  Olmo. 

tween  Gomez  Palacio  and  Torreon,  and  sever- 
al were  seen  1 May  in  the  Canon  del  Realito 
on  the  Aguanaval  R.,  Coah.  (RLL,  WB,  EC, 
FA,  FVP).  Ten  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were 
seen  between  Alamos  and  Yavaros,  Son.  14 
Mar  (RW  et  al),  2 were  in  Monterrey,  NL  near 
the  exit  to  the  airport  27  Mar  (HGdS),  30  were 
around  a farm  on  Camino  a Bachoco,  in  the 
outskirts  of  Culiacan,  Sin.  28  Mar  (MAGB, 
HB,  AOI,  XV),  one  was  at  the  toll  booth  in 
Chorros,  Coah.  29  Mar  (HGdS),  2 were  at  San 
Rafael  and  3 at  Hediondilla,  both  NL,  29  Mar 
(HGdS),  and  up  to  3 were  at  Quinta  Graciela, 
Coah.  through  Apr  (AD).  Common  Ground- 
Doves  were  recorded  in  good  numbers  along 
the  Nazas  R.  throughout  the  period  (FVP  et 


al).  Two  pairs  of  Military  Macaws  returned  to 
Salto  de  Agua  Llovida  (a  breeding  site)  10 
May,  and  a few  more  were  present  by  Jun 
(MAM).  Four  (introduced)  Lilac-crowned 
Parrots  roosted  in  the  trees  next  to  the  gas  sta- 
tion at  Santiago,  NL  28  Mar,  and  flocks  of 
Green  Parakeets  and  small  groups  of  Amazona 
flew  low  over  San  Pedro  Garza  Garcia,  NL  29 
Mar  (HGdS). 

OWLS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Mottled  Owl  was  seen  at  Rancho  San  Jose  7 
Mar  (ph.  MW,  BW).  Twelve  White-throated 
Swifts  were  seen  in  Canon  del  Realito  16  Apr, 
and  more  than  20  were  there  1 May  (AVJ,  FVP, 
RLL,  FA).  This  general  area  s.  of  Torreon  con- 
tinues to  be  a consistent  source  of  records  for 
this  species;  it  is  not  mapped  in  this  area  by 
Howell  and  Webb  (1995),  but  the  species  is 
widespread  in  the  Mexican  Plateau,  as  there 
are  additional  records  from  unmapped  parts  of 
Coah.,  SLR  and  Chih.  (Gomez  de  Silva,  H. 
2002.  New  distributional  and  temporal  records 
of  Mexican  birds.  Cotinga  18:  89-92).  A Green 
Kingfisher  was  seen  1 May  in  the  Canon  del 
Realito  (RLL,  FA,  FVP);  there  is  just  one  previ- 
ous record  in  the  area  since  2000.  A female 
Red-naped  Sapsucker  was  at  the  Parrot  High- 
rise,  NL  28  Mar  (HGdS).  A pair  of  Pale-billed 
Woodpeckers,  apparently  now  rare  in  Son., 
were  seen  7 Mar  at  Rancho  San  Jose  at  the  s. 
end  of  Sierra  de  Alamos  (ph.  MW,  BW). 

Two  Western  Scrub-Jays  in  oak  grassland  at 
Santa  Barbara,  Dgo.  10  May  (ph.  HGdS)  were 
in  an  area  marked  by  a question  mark  in 
Howell  and  Webb’s  (1995)  range  map.  In  Son., 
Sinaloa  Crows  were  reported  to  be  numerous 
from  Ciudad  Obregon  to  Alamos  12  Mar, 
between  Alamos  and  Yavaros  14  Mar,  and 
above  El  Chalaton  14  Mar;  81  were  at  Ciudad 
Obregon  12  Mar,  25  between  Arroyo 
Mentidero  and  Cuchujaqui  14  Mar,  and  there 
was  regularly  a flock  of  ca.  50  at  Rancho 
Acosta  in  mid-Mar  (RW  et  al).  A Brown 
Thrasher  was  reported  at  Yavaros  14  Mar  (RW 
et  al).  Lucy’s  Warbler  was  very  common  in 
many  parts  of  Son.  in  mid-Mar,  even 
outnumbering  Orange-crowned  at  most  sites;  a 
large  fallout  of  Lucy’s,  numbering  in  the 
hundreds,  was  documented  at  Terrenate  wet 
crossing  12  Mar  (RW  et  al).  An  American  Red- 
start and  a Northern  Waterthrash  were  in  the 
Canon  del  Realito  1 May  (RLL,  FA,  FVP),  and 
an  Ovenbird  was  in  Bosque  Venustiano  Car- 
ranza 7 May  (FVP).  A pair  of  Blue-gray 
Tanagers  was  seen  13  May  in  downtown 
Hualahuises,  near  Linares,  NL  13  May  (MG, 
AM,  NS).  An  early  Summer  Tanager  was 
recorded  in  Canon  de  Fernandez  S.R  26  Mar; 
the  previous  earliest  record  was  6 Apr  2003 
(RLL,  FVP).  A male  Western  Tanager  near  Tres 
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Lagunas,  Dgo.  9 May  was  rather  late  (HGdS). 

On  1 Mar,  a Black-chinned  Sparrow  was 
seen  in  Canon  de  las  Canoas,  near  Dinamita, 
Gomez  Palacio,  Dgo.  in  a mixed  flock  of  spar- 
rows including  Chipping,  Lark,  Clay-colored, 
and  Brewer’s  (RLL,  FVP).  All  three  records  of 
Black-chinned  Sparrow  for  the  subregion  come 
from  the  same  site.  A Five-striped  Sparrow  was 
reported  between  Rio  Mentidero  and 
Cuchujaqui  14  Mar  (RW  et  al.).  Five  Sierra 
Madre  Sparrows  were  seen  3 Apr  at  Ejido  Ojo 
de  Agua  del  Cazador,  Dgo.,  where  the  species 
was  rediscovered  two  years  ago  (AOl,  MAGB, 
HB,  XV).  Fifteen  Song  Sparrows  were  reported 
at  the  Terrenate  wet  crossing  12  Mar  (RW  et 
al.).  A colony  of  Montezuma  Oropendolas 
with  30  nests  was  seen  in  Aquismbn 
municipality,  SLP  28  May  (ORR,  SA). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Fernando  Alonzo,  Socorro  Alvarado,  William 
Beaty,  Humberto  Berlanga,  Ernesto  Cabrera, 
Alejandro  Duff,  Kimball  L.  Garrett,  Hector 
Gomez  de  Silva,  Marco  Antonio  Gonzalez 
Bernal,  Manuel  Grosselet,  Ricardo  Jimenez, 
Refugio  Loya  Loya,  Marco  Antonio  Mancinas, 
Alan  Monroy,  Adan  Oliveras  de  Ita,  Octavio 
Rosas  Rosas,  Nahum  Sanchez,  Francisco 
Valdes  Peresgasga,  Xico  Vega,  Alfredo 
Villalobos  Jauregui,  Mark  Watson,  Bill  West, 
Rick  Wright. 

CENTRAL  MEXICO 


All  localities  mentioned  are  in  Veracruz  un- 
less otherwise  noted. 

TINAMOUS  THROUGH 
HUMMINGBIRDS 

Several  Little  Tinamous  heard  6 Apr  on  the 
Pue.  side  of  the  Rio  Tonto  were  outside  of 
known  range  (AM,  JM).  Three  Muscovy 
Ducks  were  seen  19-20  May  near  Pena 
Blanca,  and  a pair  was  on  the  Rio  Uxpanapa 
near  Cerro  Nanchital  30  May  (AM,  JM).  A 
pair  of  Long-tailed  Wood-Partridge  was  seen 
on  the  fire  tower  road  at  La  Cima,  D.E  9 Mar 
(HGdS)  and  29  Apr  (MC).  A pair  of  ad. 
Bearded  Wood-Partridges  with  3 tawny-buff 


This  booby  at  Farallon  de  San  Ignacio,  Sinaloa,  Mexico  (here 
16  May  2006)  tended  a chick  with  a female  Brown  Booby. 
Its  features  are  consistent  with  Masked  Booby  x Brown 

Booby  hybrid,  a combination  that  has  been  reported  previ- 
ously. Photograph  by  Marco  Antonio  Gonzalez  Bernal. 

chicks  was  seen  just  below  the  museum  near 
the  hill  summit  in  Parque  Ecologico 
Macuiltepetl,  Xalapa  5 May  (SA,  SJ,  BM).  A 
Least  Grebe  was  at  the  lake  at  Almoloya  del 
Rio,  Mex.  28  Apr  (MC),  and  2 were  at  Puerto 
del  Aire  11  Mar  (HGdS).  Two  Clark’s  Grebes 
were  at  Lago  Nabor  Carrillo  (L.  Texcoco), 
Mex.  1 Apr,  as  was  the  escaped  American 
Flamingo  that  has  been  there  for  seven  years 
(HGdS,  MG,  MPV,  RF).  Three  ad.  Brown 
Pelicans  were  following  the  Rio  Coatza- 
coalcos  near  Pena  Blanca  23  May  (AM,  JM).  A 
total  of  900  Cattle  Egrets  was  counted 
departing  their  roost  in  Santiago  Tuxtla  8 May 
(SJ,  BM).  Twelve  Black-crowned  Night- 
Herons  were  roosting  in  eucaluptus  trees  at 
Bosque  de  Aragon,  D.E  1 Mar  (HGdS,  MPV). 
Eive  White  Ibis  near  Pena  Blanca  20  May 
were  far  inland,  where  unexpected  (AM,  JM). 
Many  Wood  Storks  were  discovered  nesting 


21  May  near  Pena  Blanca  (AM,  JM).  Five 
Turkey  Vultures  soared  over  downtown 
Toluca,  Mex.  7 Mar  (HGdS). 

An  ad.  male  Hook-billed  Kite  was  at  the 
UNAM  botanical  garden,  D.E  30  Apr  (MC).  A 
late  migrating  Swallow- tailed  Kite  was  seen 
along  the  Ver.  side  of  the  Rio  Tonto  6 Apr 
(AM).  A Barred  Forest-Falcon  heard  25  Apr 
on  the  Pacifc  side  slightly  below  the  highest 
point  in  the  Sierra  de  Atoyac  rd.,  less  than  10 
km  from  Filo  de  Caballo,  was  at  high 
elevation  at  2490  m (MC).  A pair  of 
Aplomado  Falcons  hunting  on  both  the  Pue. 
and  Ver.  sides  of  the  Rio  Tonto  6-7  Apr  was 
outside  of  known  range  (AM,  JM).  A juv. 


Peregrine  Falcon  hunting  along  the  Rio 
Coatzacoalcos  near  Pena  Blanca  22  May  was  a 
late  migrant  or  possibly  summering  (AM).  A 
second-winter  Laughing  Gull  was  at 
Almoloya  del  Rio  28  Apr  (MC).  More  than  30 
Franklin’s  and  30  Ring-billed  Gulls  were  at 
Lago  Recreativo  (L.  Texcoco)  1 Apr,  as  were 
2-3  Gull-billed  Terns  (HGdS,  MG,  MPV,  RF), 
A Franklin’s  Gull  was  at  Parque  Ecologico 
Xochimilco,  D.E  4 May  (AM,  RW). 

At  least  45  Pale-vented  Pigeons  seen  along 
the  Rio  Uxpanapa  near  Cerro  Nanchital  30-31 
May  were  outside  of  known  range  (AM,  JM). 
Two  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  were  observed 
29  May  at  a farm  near  Tamarindo;  presumably 
the  same  pair  has  maintained  the  same 
territory  since  mid-Sep  2004  (AM,  JM).  A pair 
of  White-fronted  Parrots  was  near  the  Rio 
Zapopan  rd.  crossing  at  the  outskirts  of 
Santiago  Tuxtla  9 May  (SJ,  BM);  this  species 
has  been  extending  its  range  northward  into 
cen.  Ver.  Fourteen  Yellow-headed  Parrots 
were  encountered  19-20  May  near  Pena 
Blanca  (AM,  JM).  Only  3 Burrowing  Owls 
were  at  L.  Texcoco  1 Apr  (HGdS,  MG,  MPV, 
RF).  Five  Lesser  Nighthawks  were  seen 
foraging  around  street  lampposts  in  Tepepan 
4 Apr  (AOl,  HGdS).  On  30  Apr,  a Chestnut- 
collared  and  2 White-collared  Swifts  were 
flying  low  over  the  UNAM  botanical  garden 
(MC),  where  a Violet-crowned  Hummingbird 
had  been  seen  7 Mar  (HGdS).  A male  White- 
eared Hummingbird  visited  a feeder  at  a 
house  near  Bosque  de  Aragon  29  Apr 
(MGPV).  A female  Mexican  Sheartail  was 
near  Colonia  Francisco  Barrios  11  Mar 
(HGdS).  A male  Broad-tailed  Hummingbird 
was  on  the  lower  slopes  of  the  Cofre  de  Perote 
at  or  near  the  e.  edge  of  its  range  4 May  (SJ, 
BM). 

KINGFISHERS  THROUGH  FINCHES 

A Belted  Kingfisher  was  late  at  Parque 
Ecologico  Xochimilco  4 May  (AM,  RW).  The 
30+  Gray-breasted  Woodpeckers  in  the 
botanical  garden  of  Zapotitlan  de  las  Salinas, 
Pue.  12  Mar  was  a high  count  (HGdS).  A 
Strickland’s  Woodpecker  was  heard  at  Puerto 
del  Aire  11  Mar  (HGdS).  Single  Ladder- 
backed  Woodpeckers  were  heard  in  an  ur- 
banized area  of  Mexico  City  between  Insur- 
gentes  and  Metro  Etiopia,  D.E  12,  22,  & 29 
May  (HGdS).  A Northern  Flicker  was  heard 
on  the  lower  slopes  of  the  Cofre  de  Perote  at 
or  near  the  e.  edge  of  its  range  4 May  (SJ, 
BM).  A Tufted  Flycatcher  was  in 
Chapultepec,  D.E  8 Mar  (ER,  GdO).  An  Ash- 
throated  Flycatcher  was  photographed  at 
Parque  Ecologico  Xochimilco  27  Apr  (GdO). 
A pair  of  Fork-tailed  Flycatchers  on  the  Pue. 
side  of  the  Rio  Tonto  6 Apr  was  outside  of 
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known  range  (AM,  JM).  An  escaped  White- 
throated  Magpie-Jay  was  in  Xola  and  Avenida 
Coyoacan,  D.E  25  May  (HGdS).  On  4 May,  a 
Mexican  Chickadee,  several  Bushtits,  and  a 
Brown-throated  Wren  were  in  the  pine-fir 
zone,  3 Pygmy  Nuthatches  were  in  the  pine 
zone,  and  a Brown  Creeper,  a Golden- 
crowned  Kinglet,  and  an  American  Robin 
(with  an  active  nest)  were  in  firs  on  the  lower 
slopes  of  the  Cofre  de  Perote,  at  or  near  the  e. 
edge  of  their  ranges  (SJ,  BM).  A White- 
throated  Robin  was  at  Desierto  de  Los 
Leones,  D.E  31  May  (MG)  A few  Curve- 
billed Thrashers  and  a Canyon  Towhee  were 
noted  in  clearings  and  cultivation  on  the 
lower  slopes  of  Cofre  de  Perote  4 May  (SJ, 
BM).  The  20+  Phainopeplas  in  the  Zapotitlan 
de  las  Salinas  botanical  garden  12  Mar 
seemed  more  than  usual  (HGdS).  Two 
European  Starlings  were  near  Almoloya  del 
Rio,  a flock  of  15  was  at  the  turn-off  to  San 
Diego  near  Zinacantepec,  Mex.  5 Mar,  and  7 
were  along  the  hwy.  near  San  Martin 
Texmelucan,  Pue.  12  Mar  (HGdS);  while 
driving  between  Mexico  City  and  Oaxaca 
City  13  Apr,  2 were  just  past  San  Martin 
Texmelucan,  7 were  on  the  w.  edge  of  Puebla, 
Pue.,  and  2 were  at  the  Tehuacan  toll  booth, 
Pue.  (HGdS,  MG). 

Single  Crescent-chested  and  Red  Warblers 
were  in  the  pine-fir  zone,  and  at  least  3 Olive 
Warblers  in  the  pine  zone,  on  the  lower 
slopes  of  Cofre  de  Perote  4 May  (SJ,  BM).  Two 
Yellow  Warblers,  one  singing,  were  in  the  lush 
vegetation  in  the  zocalo  of  Perote  4 May  (SJ, 
BM).  A Hermit  Warbler  was  in  Chapultepec, 
D.E  8 Mar  (ER,  GdO).  A Palm  Warbler  found 
18  Apr  at  Parque  Ecolbgico  Xochimilco  (ED, 
GdO,  ph.)  was  still  there  27  Apr  (RW).  A late 


female  Black-and-white  Warbler 
was  at  the  UNAM  botanical  garden 
30  Apr  (MC),  and  a male  Ameri- 
can Redstart  was  there  25  Apr 
(MG).  At  Parque  Ecolbgico 
Xochimilco,  an  American  Redstart 
was  seen  4 May  (AM,  RW)  and  a 
Louisiana  Waterthrush  27  Apr 
(RW).  One  or  2 Canada  Warblers 
were  at  Paseo  de  los  Lagos,  Xalapa 
6 May  (SJ,  BM). 

A Collared  Towhee  was  on 
Cofre  de  Perote  4 May  (SJ,  BM). 
Two  Western  Tanagers  were  on  the 
road  to  Micro-ondas  Las 
Trincheras  10  Mar  (HGdS).  A 
Cinnamon-bellied  Elower-piercer 
was  singing  near  Xola  and  Patricio 
Sanz,  D.E  14  May  (HGdS).  Striped 
Sparrows  and  Yellow-eyed  Juncos 
were  seen  both  at  the  summit  and 
on  the  lower  slopes  of  Cofre  de 
Perote  4 May  (SJ,  BM).  A Northern  Cardinal 
was  at  the  Parque  Ecolbgico  Cuicuilco  16  Mar 
(HGdS),  and  one  was  at  the  UNAM  botanical 
garden  11  Apr  (MG).  Two  Orchard  Orioles 
were  at  Parque  Ecolbgico  Xochimilco  27  Apr 
(RW).  A male  Giant  Cowbird  was  slightly  n. 
of  mapped  range  near  Colonia  Erancisco 
Barrios  11  Mar  (HGdS).  Two  Pine  Siskins 
were  in  the  fir  zone  on  the  lower  slopes  of 
Cofre  de  Perote  4 May  (SJ,  BM). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Sergio  Aguilar,  Michael  Carmody,  Elva 
Dominguez,  Rambn  Eregoso,  Hector  Gbmez 
de  Silva,  Manuel  Grosselet,  Stuart  Johnson, 
Amy  McAndrews,  Bob  McKenzie,  Alejandro 
Melendez,  Jorge  Montejo,  Adan  Oliveras  de 
Ita,  Gerardo  del  Olmo,  Mbnica  Gabriela  Perez 
Villafana,  Emilio  Roldan,  Richard  Wilson. 

SOUTHERN  JVIEXICO 


Michael  Carmody  reports  that  in  El  Triunfo, 
Chiapas,  hard  hit  by  Hurricane  Stan  in  early 
October,  insectivorous  birds  were  present  in 
good  numbers  but  frugivorous  and  nectar- 
feeding birds  were  tough  to  locate  in  March 
(except  Horned  Guan  and  Resplendent 
Quetzal).  After  a wet  winter,  the  Valley  of 
Oaxaca  and  adjacent  areas  were  very  dry  in 


March,  and  Rick  Taylor  noted  no  flowers  and 
almost  no  hummingbirds  at  La  Cumbre. 
Likewise,  Carmody  noted  all  the 
hummingbird  species  normally  present  in 
Oaxaca  and  Chiapas  in  late  May  but  only  in 
very  low  numbers.  Localities  are  in  the  state 
of  Oaxaca  unless  otherwise  stated. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  SPOONBILL 

A female  Wood  Duck  was  still  in  Piedra  Azul 
Dam  24  Mar  (RH),  continuing  from  the 
winter  season  when  two  males  and  one 
female  there  were  the  first  recorded  in  Oax.  A 
male  Cinnamon  Teal  was  rather  far  south  6 
Mar  at  La  Ventosa  Lagoon  among  hundreds  of 
Blue-winged  Teal,  20  American  Wigeons,  and 
3 Eulvous  Whistling-Ducks  (MG).  A female 
Ring-necked  Duck  discovered  29  Mar  near  La 
Venta  was  well  south  of  normal  wintering 
range  (AM,  JM,  photo).  Two  pairs  of  Crested 
Guan  were  seen  7 &r  8 May  at  km  28  on  the 
road  to  Calakmul  and  within  the  Calakmul 
ruins  (AM,  JM).  A single  male  and  a pair  of 
Great  Curassow  were  seen  7 & 8 May  around 
kms  27  & 42  on  the  road  to  Calakmul  (AM, 
JM).  Dozens  of  Ocellated  Turkey  were  seen 
between  km  2i  and  60  on  the  road  to 
Calakmul  7 & 8 May  (AM,  JM).  A Spotted 
Wood-Quail  was  heard  in  the  last  2 km  to 
Palenque  ruins  9 May  (AM,  JM).  A male  and 
2 female  graysoni  Northern  Bobwhites  were 
seen  at  1 140  m below  Taxco,  Gro.  on  the  road 
to  Iguala  27  Apr  (MC). 

A family  group  of  5 Least  Grebes  were  at  a 
pond  at  2250  m on  the  road  to  Arroyo 
Guacamaya  6 & 21  May  (MG,  MC).  A pelagic 
trip  9 May  produced  a Wedge-rumped  Storm- 
Petrel,  150  Least  Storm-Petrels,  and  a 
Christmas  Shearwater  16  km  off  Huatulco 
(MG),  while  a 24  May  trip  7-10  km  offshore 
of  Puerto  Angel  had  2 dark-morph  Wedge- 
tailed and  8 Audubon’s  Shearwaters,  4 Black 
and  6 Wedge-rumped  Storm-Petrels,  and  4 


ad.  Masked  Boobies,  an  ad.  Nazca  Booby,  and 
2 dark-morph  ad.  Red-footed  Boobies  (MC). 
Five  Red-billed  Tropicbirds  were  seen  from 
the  beach  near  the  Acapulco,  Gro.  airport  18 
Apr  (M&BP).  A Magnificent  Frigatebird  was 
high  at  800  m above  Arriaga,  Chis.  27  May 
(MC).  Two  Neotropic  Cormorants  were  high 
at  2100  m at  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  Chis. 


Two  Aplomado  Falcons  spent  more  than  four  months  on  the  beach  at  Tierra 
Colorada,  Guerrero,  Mexico  from  3 January  (here)  through  at  least  early  May 
2006;  they  apparently  represent  the  first  documented  record  of  the  species 
for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Miguel  Angel  Angeles  Monroy. 
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28-29  May  (MC);  one  flew  over  the 
Chan  Kah  Hotel,  Palenque  24  May 
(M&BP).  Single  imm.  Brown  Pelicans 
were  seen  at  Puerto  Santa  Maria, 
Huatulco,  and  at  La  Ventanilla  9 May 
(MG);  this  species,  although  normally 
abundant  in  winter,  seems  be  fairly 
rare  or  uncommon  in  late  spring  and 
summer.  Several  small  groups  of 
Magnificent  Frigatebirds  were 
observed  near  La  Venta  migrating 
northward  past  the  Sierra  Tolistoque 
24-26  Apr  (AM,  JM).  A Bare-throated 
Tiger-Heron  was  at  the  Chan  Kah 
Hotel  24  May  (M&BP).  Twelve 
Tricolored  Herons  at  Presa  Tuxpan, 

Iguala,  Gro.  27  Apr  was  a high  number 
(MC).  Two  Boat-billed  Herons  were 
seen  in  the  wetlands  n.  of  La  Libertad, 

Chis.  27  May  (M&BP).  A Roseate  Spoonbill 
near  Donaji,  Oax.  26  Apr  was  outside  of 
normal  range  (AM,  JM). 

VULTURES  THROUGH  DOVES 

Two  ad.  Lesser  Yellow-headed  Vultures  were 
at  the  turn-off  to  El  Carrizal  near  Coyuca, 
Gro.  24  Apr  (MC).  Single  Ospreys  were  at 
Huatulco  22  May  and  Puerto  Arista,  Chis.  27 
May  (MC).  A Double-toothed  Kite  and  2 
Black  Hawk-Eagles  were  above  Paraiso  in  the 
Sierra  de  Atoyac,  Gro.  15  Apr  (M&BP). 

An  ad.  White-tailed  Hawk  was  seen 
along  Hwy.  95  near  Tecuicuilco,  Gro., 
about  14  km  e.  of  the  Rio  Mezcala  19 
Apr  (MC);  a juv.  was  near  Tuxtepec  17 
May,  outside  of  normal  range  (AM).  An 
estimated  15,000  Swainson’s  Hawks,  a 
species  usually  considered  an 
uncommon  migrant  in  Oax.,  flew  over 
the  mts.  above  Teotitlan  del  Valle  at  1 1 
a.m.  on  23  Mar;  it  was  estimated  that 
2%  were  dark  morphs,  and  there  were 
a few  Broad-winged  Hawks  among 
them  QS,  RK,  RH).  Two  ad.  Solitary 
Eagles  flew  over  El  Triunfo  base  camp, 

Chis.  13  Mar  (MC).  A Short-tailed 
Hawk  and  a Black  Hawk-Eagle  were  at 
Palenque  ruins,  Chis.  1 May,  and  an 
Ornate  Hawk-Eagle  was  at  Yaxchilan, 

Chis.  4 May  (JM,  AM).  A Black  Hawk- 
Eagle  was  seen  30  Mar  between  1200- 
1500  m elevation  on  Hwy.  175-N,  and 
a Black-and-white  Hawk  Eagle  was  near 
Puerto  Eligio  later  that  afternoon  (RT).  An 
Ornate  Hawk-Eagle  was  eating  a Horned 
Guan  it  had  presumably  killed  close  to  the  El 
Triunfo  base  camp  13  Mar;  the  guan  was  too 
big  to  fly  away  with,  so  the  hawk-eagle 
remained  in  view  at  very  close  range  on  a tree 
downslope  of  the  trail  for  several  minutes 
(MC).  An  ad.  Black  Hawk-eagle  was  soaring 


This  Limpkin  was  present  at  Tierra  Colorada,  Guerrero  1 through  4 
March  (here)  2006  and  appears  to  be  the  first  documented  record 
for  the  state.  Photograph  by  Miguel  Angel  Angeles  Monroy. 

above  Pluma  Hidalgo  23  May  (MC), 
furnishing  apparently  the  first  record  for  the 
Sierra  Madre  del  Sur  of  Oax.  An  ad.  Barred 
Forest-Falcon  was  high  at  at  2350  m elevation 
se.  of  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  Chis.  28-29 
May  (MC).  Two  Aplomado  Falcons 
frequented  beach  habitat  at  Tierra  Colorada, 
Gro.  Jan-early  May  (MAAM) — one  of  the  first 
records  for  the  state  and  beautifully 
documented.  A pair  of  Aplomado  Falcons  was 
seen  near  Tuxtepec  17-18  May  (AM,  JM). 


A Limpkin  was  seen  150  m inland  close  to 
Tierra  Colorada,  Gro.  1-4  Mar  (MAAM),  a 
first  for  the  state  of  Guerrero,  and  2 were  near 
Palenque  ruins  26  May  (M&BP).  Six  Collared 
Plovers  were  in  the  Tepecoacuilco,  Gro.  res., 
and  another  was  at  Presa  Tuxpan  in  Iguala, 
Gro.  27  Apr  (MC).  Two  Pectoral  Sandpipers 
were  present  at  La  Ventosa  Lagoon  1 Apr 
(RT).  A Hudsonian  Godwit  was  discovered 


feeding  in  a flooded  field  near  La 
Ventosa  27  Apr  (AM,  JM).  A Red- 
necked Phalarope,  20  Common  and  7 
Sooty  Terns,  and  2 South  Polar  Skuas 
were  seen  on  a pelagic  trip  7-10  km  off 
Puerto  Angel  24  May  (MC);  the  skuas 
furnished  just  the  2nd  record  for  the 
state  of  Oaxaca,  the  first  being  in  2002. 
An  ad.  Laughing  Gull  was  at  the 
Tepecoacuilco  res.  27  Apr  (MC).  A 
breeding-plumaged  Sandwich  Tern 
was  at  Colonia  Hidalgo,  Chis.  26  May 
(MC).  A Blue  Ground-Dove  was  at 
Mazin  Chico  near  Tuxtepec  29  Mar 
(RT),  and  4 were  on  the  road  to 
Colonia  Lacanja  Tzeltal,  Chis.  27  May 
(M&BP).  Omar  Rocha  noted  a large 
cage  full  of  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  in 
a ranch  at  San  Jose  de  Ixtapa,  Gro.  and 
was  told  by  the  owners  that  an  occasional 
dove  has  escaped. 

MACAWS  THROUGH 
HUMMiNGBiRDS 

Two  pairs  of  Scarlet  Macaws  flew  over 
Yaxchilan  4 May,  and  a pair  was  seen  feeding 
in  a Ficus  along  the  road  to  Bonampak  the  day 
before  (AM,  JM).  Out  of  mapped  range  was 
the  belated  report  of  5-6  Scarlet  Macaws 
around  16°  46.6’  N,  94°  17.65’  W in  the 
Chimalapas  region  in  Apr  or  May  2005 
(RF).  Two  Mealy  Parrots  were  on  the 
road  to  Colonia  Lacanja  Tzeltal,  Chis. 
27  May  (M&BP).  A Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo  was  seen  along  Hwy.  175-N  7 
May,  an  uncommon  but  regular  spring 
migrant  in  the  central  valley  of  Oax. 
(MG);  singles  at  the  Chan  Kah  Hotel 
22  May  and  5 near  Palenque  ruins  24 
May  (M&BP)  were  more  expected. 
Pheasant  Cuckoo  sang  throughout 
Mar  and  Apr  at  Rancho  Dion  above 
Huatulco  (JC).  A Mangrove  Cuckoo 
was  at  La  Ventanilla  Lagoon  7 Mar 
(MG). 

A Flammulated  Owl  was  banded  at 
Llano  Grande,  Oax.  10  Mar  (MG,  JW, 
SW);  the  species  has  been  recorded 
regularly  in  the  state  since  1999,  but 
this  is  the  first  to  be  banded.  A 
Guatemalan  Screech-Owl  along  the 
Tuxtla  Gutierrez-Malpaso  Hw}^  Chis. 
31  May  responded  to  playback  during 
daylight;  it  was  dark  gray/brown  with  rusty 
“eyebrows,”  an  unusual  combination  of  the 
typical  gray  and  rufous  morphs  (MC).  A 
Great  Horned  Owl  was  at  Teotitlan  del  Valle 
18  May  (EAM,  RA).  Two  Barred  Owls 
responded  to  playback  21  May  at  La  Cumbre 
(MC),  where  the  species  has  been  reported 
Dec  2005-Feb  2006,  here  near  the  s.  terminus 


These  were  some  of  the  30  or  so  Eurasian  Collared-Doves  on  the  outskirts 
of  Culiacan,  Sinaloa  around  the  silos  in  a chicken  farm  on  Camino 
a Bachoco  28  March  2006.  Photograph  by  Humberto  Berlanga. 
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At  least  3 Mangrove  Vireos  were  found  8 April  2006  near  the  research 
station  at  Pantanos  de  Centia  biosphere  reserve,  Tabasco  (about 
1 5 km  south  of  Frontera).  Photograph  by  Humberto  Berlanga. 


of  its  range.  An  Elf  Owl  was  seen  and 
2 more  were  heard  between  Hwy.  95 
and  Xochipala,  Gro.  17  Apr,  in  habitat 
that  appeared  to  be  adequate  for 
breeding  (M&BP).  Two  separate 
Guatemalan  Pygmy-Owls,  both  gray- 
brown  morphs,  were  seen  within  an 
hour  of  first  light  se.  of  San  Cristobal 
de  las  Casas  29  May  (MC). 

Single  Northern  Potoos  were  heard 
near  Palenque  25  6ar  26  May 
(M&BP).  An  Eared  Poorwill  was  seen 
along  the  roadway  just  before  dawn 
18  km  above  Nuevo  Dehli,  Gro.  on 
the  Atoyac  Rd.  22  Apr  (MC).  A Buff- 
collared  Nightjar  sang  mid-morning 
at  Monte  Alban  21  Mar  (RH),  and 
another  responded  to  playback  mid-morning 
20  May  at  Yagul  (MC).  Two  Spot-tailed 
Nightjars  were  heard  27  May  on  the  dirt  road 
to  Ojo  de  Agua  just  s.  of  La  Libertad 
(M&BP).  Spot-tailed  Nightjars  numbered 
15-1-  on  the  Uxpanapa  road  31  May  (MC).  Six 
Great  Swallow-tailed  Swifts  were  seen  at  800 
m on  the  hill  above  Arriaga  27  May  (MC). 
Five  Scaly-breasted  Hummingbirds  were 
along  the  airstrip  at  Yaxchilan  4 May  (AM, 
JM),  and  one  was  on  the  road  to  Colonia 
Lacanja  Tzeltal,  Chis.  27  May  (M&BP).  Blue- 
capped  Hummingbird  was  reported  from  the 
trail  to  El  Vigia  and  Rancho  Lobas,  around 
1100  m,  in  Apr,  at  La  Soledad  8 & 23  Mar 
(MG)  and  2 Apr  (RT),  and  at  tbe  lowest 
coffee  plantation  on  Hwy.  175-S  2 Apr  (RT). 
A Black-crested  Coquette  was  seen  just  above 
Valle  Nacional  at  the  jet.  with  the  Nueva 
Esperanza  rd.  30  Mar  (RT);  another  was  in 
the  first  half  of  the  trail  to  Bonampak  ruins, 
Chis.  3 May  (AM,  JM);  and  yet  another  was 
at  Yaxchilan  4 May  QM,  AM).  A male  Short- 
crested  Coquette  was  just  s.  of  La  Siberia, 
between  Paraiso  and  San  Vicente  de  Benitez, 
15  Apr  (M&BP),  and  2 males  and  a female 
were  above  Paraiso  21  Apr  (MC).  A female 
White-eared  Hummingbird  was  in  unusual 
habitat  in  Sumidero  Canyon  N.P  (about  half- 
way up  the  road)  27  May  (MC).  Amethyst- 
throated  Hummingbird  was  tbe  most 
common  bummingbird  at  the  summit  of  the 
Sierra  de  Atoyac  24  Apr,  with  100-r  birds 
seen,  followed  by  Magnificent  (40-(-),  Garnet- 
throated  and  White-eared  Hummingbirds, 
Green  Violet-ear  (20-t-  each),  and  Bumblebee, 
Broad-tailed,  and  Sparkling-tailed  Humming- 
birds (<5  each)  (MC). 

MOTMOTS  THROUGH  MANAKINS 

A Tody  Motmot  was  at  Bonampak  ruins  3 
May  (AM,  JM),  and  2 called  above  Valle 
Nacional  3 May,  along  with  a Rufous-tailed 
jacamar  (MG).  Two  Rufous-tailed  Jacamars 


were  seen  along  the  Templo  Olvidado  trail  at 
Palenque  ruins  23  & 25  May  (M&BP).  A 
Keel-billed  Toucan  at  Puerto  Eligio  above 
1200  m 28  Mar  was  high  (RH).  An  Emerald 
Toucanet  was  at  Palenque  23  & 25  May 
(M&BP),  and  a probable  female  Mountain 
Trogon  was  at  Monte  Alban  6 May  (MG).  In 
Chiapas,  a Ruddy  Woodcreeper  was  was 
across  the  road  from  the  Palenque  museum  1 
May  OM,  AM),  and  one  was  at  Bonampak  27 
May  (M&BP).  Two  Tawny-winged  Wood- 
creepers  and  5 Northern  Barred-Wood- 
creepers  were  at  or  near  Palenque  ruins  23-25 
May  (M&BP).  A pair  of  Rufous-breasted 
Spinetails  at  a nest  along  the  Tuxtla 
Gutierrez-Malpaso  Hwy.  was  high  at  880  m 
elevation  (MC).  A Scaly-throated  Leaftosser 
was  at  Bonampak  27  May  (M&BP).  Two  Buff- 
throated  Eoliage-gleaners  were  at  Nueva 
Esperanza  30  Mar  (RT).  A Great  Antshrike 
was  heard  just  before  Palenque  ruins  9 May 
(AM,JM). 

A Yellow-bellied  Elycatcher  was  heard  at 
the  bridge  over  Rio  Valle  Nacional  30  Mar 
(RT),  near  the  nw.  edge  of  its  range;  another 
was  near  Palenque  24  May  (M&BP).  A 
White-throated  Elycatcher  was  in  humid 
pine-oak  forest  above  Carrizal  de  los  Bravo, 
Gro.  16  Apr  (M&BP).  Three  Pileated 
Elycatchers  were  at  Monte  Alban  5 May 
(MG).  A Greenish  Elaenia  was  caught  in  the 
Santo  Domingo  Botanical  Gardens,  Oaxaca 
City  23  Apr  (MG),  a first  for  the  city.  Rare 
spring  records  of  Sulphur-rumped  Elycatcher 
came  from  the  Palenque  archaeological 
museum  1 May  (JM,  AM),  near  the  Palenque 
museum  24  May,  and  at  Bonampak  27  May 
(M&BP).  Up  to  2 Northern  Royal-Flycatchers 
were  near  Palenque  ruins  23-26  May 
(M&BP).  A Stub-tailed  Spadebill  was  near 
Palenque  ruins  23  May  (M&BP);  another  was 
rather  high  at  1850  m along  the  Palo  Gordo 
trail  of  El  Triunfo  14  Mar  (MC).  An  Ochre- 
bellied  Elycatcher  was  between  Jaltenango 


and  Finca  Prusia,  Cbis.  13  Mar  (MC). 
Western  Wood-Pewees  were  seen  at 
Monte  Alban  and  along  Hwy.  175-N 
5-6  May  (MG).  Single  late  Great 
Crested  Flycatchers  were  seen  at 
Palenque  1,  9,  22,  & 24  May  (AM, 
JM,  M&BP)  and  at  Bonampak  3 May 
(AM,  JM).  Piratic  Flycatcher  was  very 
numerous  in  mid-Mar  above  Valle 
Nacional,  where  it  was  unrecorded  in 
early  Mar  (MG).  An  ad.  Fork-tailed 
Flycatcher  was  high  at  San  Cristobal 
de  las  Casas  29  May  (MC).  A 
Speckled  Mourner  was  at  La  Cascada 
trail  at  Lacanja,  Chis.  2 May  QM. 
AM).  A second-year  male  White- 
collared  Manakin  was  at  Palenque 
ruins  23  May  (M&BP). 

VIREOS  THROUGH  WEAVER  FINCHES 

At  least  3 Mangrove  Vireos  were  around  the 
Pantanos  de  Centia  Biosphere  Reserve  research 
station  around  15  km  s.  of  Frontera,  Tab.  8 Apr 
(ph.  HB,  PM).  An  ad.  White-eyed  Vireo  was  on 
the  Pacific  coastal  plain  w.  of  Tapachula,  Chis. 
18  Mar  (MC).  A Yellow-green  Vireo  mist- 
netted  in  Santo  Domingo  Botanical  Gardens  23 
Apr  was  a surprise  (MG).  A Golden  Vireo  was 
a first  for  the  grounds  of  the  well-birded  Hotel 
Mision  de  los  Angeles,  Oaxaca  City  21  Mar 
(RT).  Three  Slaty  Vireos  were  at  Monte  Alban 
5 May  (MG),  and  one  was  in  a mixed  flock  of 
vireos  and  warblers  at  Rancho  Dion,  along  the 
trail  to  El  Vigia,  at  1600  m above  Huatulco  26 
Apr  (tJC).  Two  Plumbeous  Vireos  were 
singing  near  San  Pablo  Huitzo  res.  15  Apr 
(MG,  HGdS). 

Barn  Swallows  continue  to  nest  in  San 
Cristobal  de  las  Casas;  an  active  nest  was 
found  28  May,  and  30+  were  flying  over  the 
zocalo  29  May  (MC).  A Gray-breasted  Martin 
s.  of  Miahuatlan  23  May  was  entering  a pipe, 
suggestive  of  nesting,  but  it  appeared  to  be 
alone  (MC).  A female  Purple  Martin  was  at 
Presa  Tuxpan  26  Apr  (MC).  A Happy  Wren 
was  found  near  Guelatao  28  Mar  (RT).  A 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet  was  seen  at  La 
Cumbre  28  Feb  (MG);  the  species  has  been 
recorded  here  on  four  or  five  previous 
occasions,  all  in  winter.  A Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet,  very  rare  s.  of  Oax.,  was  with  a mixed 
feeding  flock  around  El  Triunfo  base  camp 
12-14  Mar  (MR,  EM,  MC).  Veery  and 
Swainson’s  Thrushes  gorged  themselves  on 
fruit  at  Rio  Lacanja  2 May  (JM,  AM).  A Gray- 
cheeked Thrush  was  near  Palenque  ruins  24 
May  (M&BP).  A Swainson’s  Thrush  was 
caught  in  Santo  Domingo  Botanical  Gardens 
23  Apr,  the  first  record  for  Oaxaca  City;  the 
bander  had  been  broadcasting  flight  calls  of 
Swainson’s  Thrush  that  night  and  morning. 
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0230-0800  (MG).  A Black  Robin  was 
observed  on  Cerro  San  Felipe  28  Mar  (RT). 
Several  Rufous-backed  Robins  were  heard  at 
Huitzo  15  Apr  (MG,  HGdS),  and  3,  plus  a 
Clay-colored  Robin,  were  near  San  Pablo 
Huitzo  res.  15  Apr  (MG,  HGdS).  Three  Aztec 
Thrushes  were  at  San  Jose  del  Pacifico  16  Apr 
(DRF).  Several  singing  and  territorial 
Northern  Mockingbirds  were  photographed 
e.  of  their  known  breeding  range  27  Apr  just 
s.  of  La  Ventosa  (AM,  JM).  A Tropical 
Mockingbird  was  near  the  Palenque  museum 
26  May  (M&BP). 

In  Apr  at  Santo  Domingo  Botanical 
Gardens,  25  Nashville  Warblers  were  mist- 
netted;  this  abundant  species  is  usually  not 
captured  as  late  as  Apr,  but  these  results 
follow  the  winter’s  all-time  high  counts:  Feb 
had  more  than  twice  the  maximum  number 
of  captures  of  this  species  at  this  locality, 
which  has  been  monitoried  for  four  years 
(MG).  A Virginia’s  Warbler  and  a Yellow 
Warbler  were  near  San  Pablo  Huitzo  res.  15 
Apr  (MG,  HGdS).  A female  Black-throated 
Blue  Warbler  seen  in  the  Sierra  Madre  del  Sur 
10  Mar  (MG,  SW)  provided  one  of  very  few 
records  for  Oax.  A female  American  Redstart 
was  at  Palenque  23  May  (M&BP).  An  ad. 
male  Hooded  Warbler  was  on  the  Pacific 
coastal  plain  near  Arriaga  (MR,  MC).  A 
female  Mourning  Warbler,  first  located  by  its 
call,  was  in  humid  oak  forest  s.  of  San  Vicente 
de  Benitez  14  Apr  (M&BP).  A Louisiana 
Waterthrush  was  high  at  2550  m at  La 
Cumbre  28  Mar  (RT). 

A flock  of  Red-headed  Tanagers  was  heard 
at  the  alder-lined  stream  on  the  road  to 
Arroyo  Guacamaya  14  Apr  (HGdS,  MG),  and 
another  was  seen  below  El  Estudiante  25  Apr 
(RT).  Three  Cinnamon-rumped  Seedeaters 
and  a Yellow-faced  Grassquit  were  near  San 
Pablo  Huitzo  res.  15  Apr  (MG,  HGdS).  A 
Thick-billed  Seed-Finch  was  on  the  pulloff  to 
San  Manuel  road  near  Palenque  9 May  (AM, 
JM).  A pair  of  Blue  Seedeaters  was  feeding  in 
the  bamboo  thickets  along  the  airstrip  at 
Yaxchilan  4 May  (AM,  JM).  A Botteri’s 
Sparrow  was  in  open  oak  scrub  near  La 
Lagunita  on  the  n.  slope  of  the  Sierra  de 
Atoyac  17  Apr  (M&BP).  Two  Cinnamon- 
tailed  Sparrows  were  seen  at  Coralito 
between  Tehuantepec  and  Santiago  Astata  19 
Mar  (MG,  RB).  Single  Botteri’s  Sparrows  were 
near  Teotitlan  del  Valle  24  Mar  (RT),  El 
Tequio  near  Oaxaca  airport  8 Mar,  and  at 
several  places  in  San  Agustin  Etla  during  Apr 
(MG).  Six  Oaxaca  Sparrows  were  near  Piedra 
Azul  Dam  24  Mar  (RT).  Dickcissels  were 
present  in  flocks  in  the  Tapanatepec  region  at 
the  beginning  of  Mar  and  absent  there  by 
mid-Mar  (MG). 
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Two  Lazuli  Buntings  were  above  Carrizal 
de  los  Bravo  16  Apr  (M&BP).  A male  Bronzed 
Cowbird  was  at  Bonampak  27  May  (M&BP). 
A Baltimore  Oriole  and  a male  Black-backed 
Oriole  were  in  Santo  Domingo  Botanical 
Gardens  21  Mar  (RT),  but  the  latter  could  not 
be  found  there  25-26  Mar  (MG);  this 
represents  the  first  record  of  this  subspecies 
from  this  site.  A Baltimore  Oriole  was  at 
Huitzo  15  Apr  (HGdS,  MG).  A male  Hooded 
Oriole  was  near  Ejutla  23  May  (MC).  The  first 
fledgling  House  Sparrow  in  Oaxaca  City  this 
season  was  noted  26  Mar  (MG). 

Contributors  (area  compilers  in  boldface): 
Miguel  Angel  Angeles  Monroy  Eric  Antonio 
Martinez,  Roque  Antonio,  Rodolph  Balej, 
Humberto  Berlanga,  Michael  Carmody  Jeff 
Chemnick,  David  R.  Ferry  Ramon  Fregoso, 
Hector  Gomez  de  Silva,  Manuel  Grosselet, 
Rudy  Keller,  Amy  McAndrews,  Jorge 
Montejo,  Ed  Malais,  Paola  Mosig,  Mike  & 
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ing  around  44,000,  were  unable  to  ply  the 
hardened  mud  to  form  nests  and  abandoned 
the  effort. 

Abbreviations:  Coz.  (Cozumel  L);  C.C.C. 
(Cozumel  Country  Club);  H.S.A.C.  (Hacien- 
da San  Antonio  Chel,  Yuc.);  R.L.B.R.  (Ria  La- 
gartos  Biosphere  Reserve);  R.S.S.  (Rancho  San 
Salvador);  R.L.  (Rio  Lagartos). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  TERNS 

Thirty  years  ago,  a report  of  6 female  and  2 
male  Northern  Shovelers  would  not  be  news 
in  Yucatan,  but,  sadly  it  is  now;  these  were  in 
a restored  coastal  lagoon  at  San  Crisanto,  Yuc. 
6 Mar  (BM).  Red-breasted  Merganser  ap- 
pears to  be  on  the  increase  in  the  subregion, 
with  6 reported  14  Mar  in  front  of  Hotel  Nue- 
vo Yucatan,  Telchac  Puerto,  Yuc.  (MT)  and  a 
female  at  Uaymitiin  (15  km  to  the  west)  10 
Apr  (RW).  Black-throated  Bobwhite  may  be 
more  widespread  due  to  deforestation,  with  2 
seen  5 May  at  Chicanna  Ecovillage  Resort  at 
km  144  on  Chetumal-Escarcega  Hwy.,  farther 
s.  than  previously  reported  (MC). 

About  180  Reddish  Egrets  (including  one 
white  morph)  were  counted  in  50  minutes  at 


Ornithologists  and  birders  visiting  Cozumel 
Island  in  January  noted  the  complete  lack  of 
certain  species,  but  a research  team  led  by 
Robert  Curry  in  mid-April  found  healthy 
populations  of  the  under-canopy  species, 
with  the  notable  exception  of  Cozumel 
Thrasher — the  species  they  sought  in  particu- 
lar. However,  there  was  a possible  sighting  of 
the  species  by  Ismael  Navarro  on  the 
Cozumel  Golf  Course,  where  the  species  was 
previously  reported  by  Rafael  Chacon;  anoth- 
er unconfirmed  report  was  made  in  May  by  a 
local  worker  who  supposedly  saw  the  bird  in 
the  very  same  spot.  The  species  is  clearly  near 
extinction.  What  birders  did  not  find  in  April 
or  May  were  species  of  the  upper  canopy. 
Only  one  Western  Spindalis  was  seen  in  April, 
and  no  Rose-throated  Tanagers  were  reported. 
A lack  of  early  rains  meant  that  American 
Flamingos  in  Ria  Lagartos,  currently  number- 


a  large  coastal  lagoon  system  4 km  w.  of 
Chuburna,  Yuc.  28  Mar,  most  of  these  flying 
in  an  easterly  direction  (DB,  BM);  this  is  an 
extraordinarily  high  count.  A Least  Bittern  in 
a small  cattail  marsh  s.  of  San  Felipe,  Yuc.  8 
May  might  have  been  a resident  rather  than  a 
migrant  (]B,  MC,  RH).  There  were  many  re- 
ports this  spring  on  the  growth  of  the  3 young 
Jabiras  that  hatched  in  Feb.  They  were  pho- 
tographed at  the  nest  at  Peten  Tucha,  R.L.  16 
Mar  (BS,  MS),  and  2 nearly  fledged  young 
were  still  in  nest  with  2 ads.  8 May  OB,  MC, 
RH).  On  6-7  May,  a juv.  jabiru  showed  up  in 
the  Celestiin,  Yuc.  estuary  near  bird  island 
(FC).  Another  Jabiru  was  noted  18  Mar  near 
the  Usumacinta  toll  booth.  Camp.  (LT). 
Calakmul,  Camp,  is  a good  place  to  see  King 
Vulture,  and  5 were  seen  there  21  Apr  (DB). 

Three  migrating  Swallow-tailed  Kites  were 
seen  20  May  flying  northward  over  the  estu- 
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This  Yellow-green  Vireo  mist-netted  in  the  Santo 
Domingo  botanical  garden  in  downtown  Oaxaca  City 

23  April  2006  was  completely  unexpected  in  the  central 
valleys  of  Oaxaca.  Photograph  by  Manuel  Grosselst. 

ary  at  Celestiin  (DB),  and  the  3rd  local  record 
for  a Mississippi  Kite  was  provided  by  one  at 
Chelem,  Yuc.  13  May  (AM,  JM).  A White 
Hawk  was  near  the  toll  booth  at  Usumacinta 
18  Mar  (LT).  An  Ornate  Hawk-Eagle  was  at 
Calakmul  23  Apr  (DB).  A wintering  female 
Merlin  was  still  at  the  harbor  of  Chuburna  27 
Mar  (DB,  BM).  Two  Ruddy  Crakes  and  a Sora 
were  in  the  mangrove  canals  at  San  Crisanto 
9 Mar  (BM),  and  around  180  American  Coots 
were  at  Celestiin  30  Apr  (FC,  BM). 

Near  the  beach  at  Celestiin,  an  American 
Golden-Plover  was  seen  1 May  and  4 on  17 
May  (DB).  A migrating  flock  of  86  Wilsons 
Plovers  was  on  a sandbar  behind  Chiirburna 
harbor  28  Mar  (DB,  BM).  Two  Piping  Plovers 
were  among  hundreds  of  other  plovers  at  km 
56.4  e.  of  Chabihau,  Yuc.  13  Apr  (RW).  Some 
85  American  Avocets,  half  in  breeding 
plumage,  were  on  salt  flats  at  San  Crisanto  30 
Mar  and  6 Apr,  with  17  there  24  Apr  (BM).  An 
active  nest  of  Northern  Jagana  found  12  Apr 
at  C.G.C.  produced  4 chicks  the  next  morn- 
ing (RC,  BC,  BM,  RM,  IN).  A Solitary  Sand- 
piper was  still  on  Coz.  1 May  (|B,  MC,  RH).  A 
Long-billed  Curlew  and  5 Whimbrels  were 
feeding  in  Churburna  harbor  22  Mar  (BM, 
IN),  and  6 Whimbrels  were  there  28  Mar  (DB, 
BM).  A rare  Hudsonian  Godwit  showed  up 
20  Apr  near  bird  island  in  the  Celestiin  estu- 
ary, and  5 were  seen  at  the  beach  near  the  Ce- 
lesttin  harbor  18-19  May  (DB,  GT).  Two  Mar- 
bled Godwits  and  60  Least  Sandpipers  were  at 
Churburna  harbor  22  Mar;  25  Marbleds  were 
at  Chicxulub  23  Mar  (BM,  IN).  A Semi- 
palmated  Sandpiper  was  reported  on  Coz.  1 
May  (JB,  MC,  RH).  Four  White-rumped 
Sandpipers  were  near  Celestiin  1 May  (DB);  4 
others  were  seen  the  same  day  on  Coz.  (JB, 
MC,  RH),  and  150  were  observed  16-22  May, 
with  numbers  decreasing  each  day,  at  Ce- 
lestiin  (DB).  A Pectoral  Sandpiper  was  on 
Coz.  11  Apr  (BM,  RC),  and  10  were  seen  16 
May  at  Celestiin,  with  one  left  23  May  (DB). 
A Stilt  Sandpiper  was  at  Chuburna  7 Mar 


(BM);  another  was  seen  16  & 30  Mar  and  24 
Apr  at  San  Crisanto  (BM).  Around  400  Wil- 
son’s Phalaropes  were  in  a pond  near  the  Ce- 
lestiin  pier  23  May  (DB). 

A Pomarine  Jaeger  was  seen  from  boat  1.5 
km  w.  of  Chuburna  28  Mar  (DB,  BM).  A 
Franklin’s  Gull  was  seen  15  km  se.  of  El  Agua- 
catal.  Camp.,  out  of  normal  range  (AM,  JM); 
another  was  seen  15-22  May  at  Celestiin 
(DB).  Chuburna,  on  the  n.  coast  of  Yuc.,  is  a 
good  place  for  uncommon  gulls:  a Ring-billed 
Gull  was  there  28  Mar  (DB,  BM);  Herring 
Gulls  were  reported  there  6 (7  birds;  AD, 
BM),  22  (one;  BM,  IN),  & 27  Mar  (one;  DB, 
BM)  and  12  May  (several;  AM,  JM);  and  a 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  was  there  22  Mar, 
with  2 at  Chicxulub  the  next  day  (BM,  IN), 
one  of  which  was  still  there  27  Mar  (DB,  BM). 
A Gull-billed  Tern  was  found  22  Mar  at  Chur- 
burna harbor  (BM,  IN),  where  7 Forster’s 
Terns  were  seen  7 Mar  (AD,  BM)  and  one  22 
Mar,  plus  300  Black  Skimmers  (BM,  IN). 
Three  early  Least  Terns  were  present  27  Mar 
at  Chuburna  harbor  28  Mar  (DB,  BM). 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  CATBIRDS 

On  Coz.,  11  White-crowned  Pigeons  were 
seen  at  the  C.G.C.  12  Apr  (RC,  BM).  Some  32 
Zenaida  Doves  were  at  Chuburna  harbor  22 
Mar  (IN,  BM).  Mourning  Dove  has  become  a 
rare  winter  migrant  on  the  Yuc.  peninsula;  2 
were  at  Celestiin  1 May  (DB),  and  another 
was  at  H.S.A.C.  7 May  (DB,  EG,  BM,  AM). 
Twelve  Yellow-headed  Parrots  were  along  the 
Jonuta-Palizada  rd.  6 May  (AM,  JM),  and  a 
pair  was  seen  in  s.  Q.  Roo  1 1 km  w.  of  Fran- 
cisco Villa  15  Mar,  far  outside  the  normal 
range  (LY,  PY).  Four  Yellow-billed  Cuckoos 
were  on  territory  at  H.S.A.C.  28  May  (BM, 
AM);  the  species  is  a very  local  nester  in  the 
n.  of  the  peninsula.  Two  Chimney  Swifts  were 
reported  at  Rio  Lagartos  8 May  QB,  MC,  RH), 
and  a late  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird  was 
at  H.S.A.C.  7 May  (DB,  EG,  BM).  A Keel- 
billed Toucan  was  at  Kabah  10  Apr,  seen  by 
the  caretaker  (fide  DB);  another  was  reported 
at  Kiuic  20  May  (DB). 

Evidence  of  Eastern  Wood-Pewee  passage 
in  early  May  included  2 seen  3-4  May  on  the 
Vigi'a  Chico  rd.,  Q.  Roo;  2-5  at  Calakmul  4-6 
May  OB,  MC,  RH);  3 at  H.S.A.C.  7 May  (DB, 
EG);  and  6 on  18  May  at  Celestun  (DB).  Two 
Yellow-bellied  Flycatchers  were  seen  5-6  May 
at  Calakmul  QB,  MC,  RH),  and  single  Acadi- 
an Flycatchers  were  seen  3 May  on  the  Vigia 
Chico  Rd.  and  6 May  at  Calakmul  QB,  MC, 
RH).  Single  Least  Flycatchers  were  noted  3 
May  on  the  Vigia  Chico  Rd.  and  4 May  at 
Calakmul;  and  2 were  at  R.L.  8 May  QB,  MC, 
RH).  A Couch’s  Kingbird  was  heard  and  pho- 
tographed 2 May  at  C.G.C.  (ph.  MC;  JB,  RH). 


A Gray  Kingbird  was  at  Pok-Ta-Pok  G.C., 
Canciin,  Q.  Roo  11  Apr  (KK);  one  was  at  the 
C.G.C.  12  Apr  (RC,  BC,  BM,  IN);  and  3 were 
at  El  Cedral,  Coz.  1 May  QB,  MC,  RH).  Scis- 
sor-tailed  Flycatcher  is  reported  more  fre- 
quently than  in  the  past,  with  one  observed  7 
Mar  at  Chuburna  (BM)  and  2 at  Chicxulub, 
Yuc.  25  Mar  QM),  and  one  there  28  Mar  (BS, 
ph.  MS).  A Fork-tailed  Flycatcher  was  at 
Chicxulub  28  Mar  (BS,  MS). 

Two  ad.  Cozumel  Vireos  were  feeding  a 
fledgling  out  of  nest  on  Coz.  10  Apr  (BM), 
and  a single  Warbling  Vireo  was  at  Chichen 
Itza  9 Mar  (DB).  A Red-eyed  Vireo  was  seen  3- 
4 May  on  the  Vigi'a  Chico  Rd.,  and  up  to  3 
were  at  Calakmul  5-6  May  QB,  MC,  RH).  The 
first  Yellow-green  Vireo  was  at  H.S.A.C.  28 
May  (BM).  A Black- whiskered  Vireo  was  at  El 
Cedral,  Coz.  1,  May  (JB,  MC,  RH).  Two  North- 
ern Rough-winged  Swallows  were  on  Coz.  12 
Apr  (RC,  BC,  BM,  RM,  IN),  and  6 Bank  Swal- 
lows were  seen  there  2 May;  10  Banks  were 
seen  8 May  at  R.L.  QB,  MC,  RH).  Barn  Swal- 
low dates  were  normal;  500  were  at  San 
Crisanto  20  Mar,  foraging  intensely,  perhaps 
prior  to  passing  toward  Cuba  (BM).  White- 
lored  Gnatcatcher  was  seen  at  inland  sites 
such  as  the  forest  8 km  in  from  Chuburna  22 
Mar  (IN,  BM);  at  H.S.A.C.,  a male  was  seen  7 
May  (DB,  EG).  A Veery  was  seen  3 May  on  the 
Vigia  Chico  Rd.  QB,  MC,  RH);  the  species  is 
rarely  reported  during  its  spring  migration.  A 
Gray-cheeked  Thrush  was  recorded  1 May  on 
Coz.  and  another  8 May  at  R.L.  (JB,  MC,  RH). 
A Swainson’s  Thrush  was  on  Coz.  11  Apr 
(RC).  In  recent  years.  Black  Catbird  has  been 
observed  nesting  inland;  about  30  pairs  were 
noted  building  nests  at  two  sites  within 
H.S.A.C.  28  May  (BM,  AM). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  COWBIRDS 

Six  Tennessee  Warblers  on  Coz.  11  Apr  was 
normal  (RC,  BM),  but  one  at  R.L.  8 May  was 
late  QB,  MC,  RH).  Two  Chestnut-sided  War- 
blers were  at  Calakmul  5 May  OB,  MC,  RH). 
Fifteen  Magnolia  Warblers  were  seen  3 May 
on  the  Vigia  Chico  Rd.,  5 there  4 May;  2 were 
at  Calakmul  4 May,  and  5 there  5-6  May;  and 
10  were  at  R.L.  8 May  QB,  MC,  RH).  A Black- 
throated  Blue  Warbler,  more  usual  on  the  e. 
coast,  was  at  San  Crisanto  24  Apr  (BM).  A 
Black-throated  Green  Warbler  was  along  the 
Vigia  Chico  Rd.  3 May  QB,  MC,  RH).  One 
male  Blackburnian  Warbler  was  near  San  Ger- 
vasio,  Coz.  11  Apr  (BC);  2 were  seen  5-6  May 
at  Calakmul:  and  one  was  at  R.L.  8 May  (JB, 
MC,  RH).  Single  Bay-breasted  Warblers  were 
on  Coz.  10  Apr  (BC)  and  1 May  QB,  MC, 
RH);  3 were  along  Vigia  Chico  Rd.  3 May  OB, 
MC,  RH).  A Blackpoll  Warbler  on  Coz.  11 
Apr  was  early  (BC).  Two  Hooded  Warblers  at 
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km  27  on  the  road  to  Calakmul  7 May  were 
late  migrants  (AM,  JM),  as  was  one  seen  8 
May  at  R.L  QB,  MC,  RH). 

Three  male  Scarlet  Tanagers  were  at  San 
Crisanto  24  Apr,  feeding  on  gumbo-limbo 
fruits  (BM);  others  were  seen  1 May  on  Coz.,  3 
May  along  the  Vigia  Chico  Rd.  (2;  JB,  MC, 
RH),  and  the  same  day  at  Uxmal  (DB).  A sin- 
gle Western  Spindalis  was  detected  on  Coz.  10- 
13  Apr  (RC,  BC,  BM).  A Blue-gray  Tanager 
was  near  San  Crisanto  20  Mar  (BM);  this 
species  is  commonly  found  nesting  in  Merida 
as  well  as  in  the  coastal  villages  to  the  n., 
though  it  is  not  mapped  here  by  Howell  and 


Webb  (1995).  Two  Savannah  Sparrows  were 
noted  at  Churburna  harbor  23  Mar  (BM,  IN); 
the  species  has  become  scarce  in  the  subre- 
gion. Two  Dickcissels,  a late  transient,  were  at 
Calakmul  6 May  (JB,  MC,  RH),  and  7 
Bobolinks  were  seen  on  Coz.  2 May  QB,  MC, 
RH).  An  Eastern  Meadowlark  was  seen  in  a 
pasture  at  Hopelchen,  Camp.  24  Apr,  outside 
its  known  distribution  (DB).  Once  more,  Shiny 
Cowbird  has  shown  up  at  Sian  Ka’an,  Q.  Roo, 
where  3 males  were  observed  at  in  a mangrove 
tree  one  km  n.  of  Boca  Paila  15  Mar  (WS).  Two 
Eurasian/African  Collared-Doves  were  report- 
ed courting  23  May  at  Celesttin  (DB). 
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With  this  spring  report,  we  welcome 
Jeffrey  McCrary  as  our  Nicaraguan 
records  coordinator.  For  the  first 
time,  we  have  a country  coordinator  for 
Nicaragua,  and  for  the  first  time  national 
compilers  have  contributed  from  all  of  the 
Central  American  countries.  Of  special  inter- 
est this  period  were  expeditions  to  two  poor- 
ly known  areas.  Kevin  Easley  led  an  expedi- 
tion to  Cocos  Island,  finding  four  rare  pelagic 
species  and  several  unexpected  migrants. 
Knut  Eisermann  carried  out  an  inventory  at 
an  isolated  patch  of  lowland  humid  rain  for- 
est in  southwestern  Honduras,  in  the  Rio 
Amarillo  valley  near  the  Copan  ruins,  pro- 
ducing 19  new  records  for  the  department  of 
Copan  and  a number  of  interesting  range  ex- 
tensions. 

This  spring  was  notably  different  from 
spring  2004  in  one  respect.  There  were  no  re- 
ports of  Cedar  Waxwing.  Thousands  were  re- 
ported a year  ago.  This  was  not  really  surpris- 
ing, as  no  Cedar  Waxwings  were  reported 
during  the  winter  season,  in  strong  contrast 
to  the  previous  winter.  Two  country  “firsts” 
surfaced  this  spring:  a well-documented  Rud- 


dy Crake  in  Panama  and  a Hermit  Thrush  in 
Honduras.  Other  Regional  rarities  included 
Panama’s  second  Nashville  Warbler,  Hon- 
duras’ third  White-vented  Euphonia,  El  Sal- 
vador’s third  Roseate  Tern  and  third  Spotted 
Woodcreeper,  Costa  Rica’s  second,  third,  and 
fourth  Swallow-tailed  Gulls,  and  that  coun- 
try’s third  American  Pipit.  There  are  now  sev- 
eral records  of  Swallow-tailed  Gull  from  both 
Costa  Rica  and  Panama,  but  until  now  no 
photographic  evidence  or  specimen  evidence 
has  been  published,  and  the  species  has  not 
yet  been  added  to  the  A.O.U.  Check-list  for 
North  American  birds. 

TINAMOUS  THROUGH  VULTURES 

On  Cerro  Pirre  above  Cana  in  e.  Darien,  a 
rarely  encountered  Choco  Tinamou  was 
heard  5 Apr  (FT).  At  Indian  Creek  Village, 
Toledo,  a male  Ring-necked  Duck  was  seen  8 
Mar  (BF).  This  species  is  rare  in  Belize  away 
from  Crooked  Tree  WS.  Since  the  open  ocean 
between  mainland  Costa  Rica  and  Cocos  I.  is 
rarely  visited  by  birders,  almost  any  pelagic 
species  seen  in  these  waters  is  worth  noting. 
Two  Pink-footed  Shearwaters  were  seen  on 
the  trip  out  30  Apr,  and  one  was  seen  on  the 
return  trip  5 May  (KEa  et  al.).  This  species 
surely  passes  through  Costa  Rican  waters  reg- 
ularly during  migration  but  probably  in  small 
numbers,  as  indicated  here.  Single  Leach’s 
Storm-Petrels  seen  on  two  occasions  between 
the  island  and  mainland  5 May  (KEa  et  al.) 
are  also  worth  noting.  An  ad.  Red-footed  Boo- 
by at  Isla  Uvita  off  Puerto  Limon  15  Mar  (LS, 
GF)  was  on  the  Caribbean  coast  of  Costa 
Rica,  where  the  species  had  not  previously 
been  reported. 

American  Bittern  is  rare  anywhere  in  Cen- 


tral America,  so  one  seen  in  Nicaragua  flying 
low  over  L.  Moyua,  Matagalpa  9 May  (LL,  JM, 
WA,  DK)  was  noteworthy.  Not  previously  re- 
ported from  Summit  Ponds,  Panama  Canal 
Area,  was  a juv.  Agami  Heron  seen  1 Apr 
(FT).  Two  reports  of  Green  Ibis  come  from 
Panama.  One  was  seen  at  the  bridge  over  the 
R.  Frijoles  on  Pipeline  Road  in  Soberam'a  N.P. 
6 Apr  (CB),  and  2 were  near  Chiriqui  Grande, 
Bocas  del  Toro  19  Apr  (RM,  DM,  KK).  There 
are  very  few  verified  reports  for  the  Canal 
Area,  and  it  is  very  uncommon  at  the  latter 
locality.  An  ad.  and  imm.  King  Vulture  were 
seen  6 Mar  (KE,  CA,  JLL)  on  the  Pacific  slope 
of  Guatemala  at  Los  Tarrales  Reserve,  Su- 
chitepequez,  where  the  species  is  rare. 

RAPTORS 

Pearl  Kite,  still  expanding  its  range  in  Costa 
Rica,  reached  new  elevational  heights  when 
one  was  observed  at  2100  m at  Savegre  Lodge, 
San  Gerardo  de  Dota,  on  the  Pacific  slope  of 
Cerro  de  la  Muerte  14  Feb  (MAM).  Another 
was  seen  a few  km  n.  of  Puerto  Armuelles  in 
Panama  11  May  (KA),  possibly  only  the  2nd 
recorded  in  Chiriqui.  A Crane  Hawk  seen  in 
mangroves  on  the  Bayano  R.  in  e.  Panama  26 
Apr  (RM)  was  the  first  reported  from  that  lo- 
cality. A rarely  seen  Solitary  Eagle  was  ob- 
served in  flight  at  Cerro  Azul  e.  of  Panama 
City  28  Apr  (OK,  RoC,  CA,  DD,  NQ).  On  the 
Caribbean  coast  of  Honduras,  Cooper’s, 
Swainson’s,  and  Broad-winged  Hawks,  were 
observed  migrating  over  Capiro  Calentura 
N.P.  outside  Trujillo,  Colon,  in  the  first  week 
of  Apr  (MW,  GCo).  The  latter  two  species  mi- 
grate principally  w.  of  the  Continental  Divide. 

In  Costa  Rica,  an  ad.  light-morph  Crested 
Eagle  was  seen  perched  and  in  flight  at  Tor- 


VOLUME  60  (2006)  • NUMBER  3 


451 


CENTRAL  AMERICA 


Herring  Gulls  in  Central  America  are  usually  first-winter  birds  and  are  rarely 
recorded  outside  of  winter.  Although  this  second-summer  gull  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Rio  Jiboa,  found  on  the  late  date  of  23  May  2006,  was  initially  identified  as  a 
Herring  Gull,  it  has  generated  much  debate  on  the  Internet.  It  may  be  a hybrid 
(note  dark  eye  and  large  bill),  and  Herring  Gull  may  not  even  have  been  one  of 
the  parents.  Photograph  by  TomJenner. 


tiiguero  N.E  2 Apr  (ph.  BW,  DL).  In 
the  past  year,  there  have  been  several 
reports  from  this  same  area.  In  Pana- 
ma, a Crested  Eagle  was  reported  at  the 
Cana  airstrip  4 Apr  (FT).  Crested  Ea- 
gle is  considered  to  be  rarer  than  Harpy 
Eagle  in  most  areas  where  the  ranges  of 
the  two  overlap.  In  Honduras,  individ- 
ual Black  Hawk-Eagles  soaring  over 
humid  broadleaf  forest  and  coffee  plan- 
tations at  two  sites  near  R.  Amarillo  27 
Apr  and  6 May  (ph.  KE,  CA)  were  the 
first  recorded  for  Copdn,  as  were  3 
Barred  Forest-Falcons  in  the  same  hu- 
mid broadleaf  forest  28  Apr  and  anoth- 
er at  a forest  patch  nearby  6 May  (CA, 

KE).  A Crested  Caracara  seen  near 
Changuinola,  Bocas  del  Toro  16  Apr 
(RM,  DM)  provided  the  first  provincial 
record. 

RAILS 

A Ruddy  Crake  seen  in  a marsh  just  ne.  of 
Changuinola,  Bocas  del  Toro  20  Mar  (tRM) 
was  the  first  ever  reported  in  Panama.  The 
only  other  reports  s.  of  n.  Nicaragua  are  ap- 
parently two  sight  reports,  possibly  represent- 
ing a single  bird,  from  Guanacaste,  Costa  Rica, 
in  early  May  1955  (Paul  Slud,  1964,  The  Birds 
of  Costa  Rica:  Distribution  and  Ecology).  The 
Panama  record  most  likely  represents  a va- 
grant rather  than  a rare  resident  population. 
Also  in  the  vicinity  of  Changuinola,  Bocas  del 
Toro  were  at  least  3 Gray-breasted  Crakes 
heard  14-16  Apr  (RM,  DM),  only  the  2nd  re- 
ported for  the  province  and  the  first  for  the 
Panamanian  lowlands. 

Rufous-necked  Wood-Rails  were  seen  and 
heard  this  spring  from  all  three  of  J&MWs 
monitoring  sites,  Tamarindo,  Naranjo,  and 
Estero  Iguanito,  in  mangroves  on  the  ocean 
side  of  the  Nicoya  Pen.,  where  seldom  report- 
ed. Up  to  4 Uniform  Crakes  were  heard,  and 
2 seen,  13  & 18  Apr  near  Chiriqui  Grande, 
Bocas  del  Toro  (RM,  DM,  KK);  2 were  heard 
ne.  of  Changuinola,  Bocas  del  Toro  14  Apr,  and 
one  was  heard  at  the  same  place  17  Apr  (RM, 
DM).  There  are  few  previous  reports  from 
Panama.  In  Costa  Rica,  a Yellow-breasted 
Crake  was  seen  as  it  was  flushed  on  three  oc- 
casions from  a wet  pasture  in  El  Tigre  about  3 
km  e.  of  La  Selva  in  late  Mar  (KEa  et  ah).  This 
very  secretive  species  is  seldom  reported  from 
Costa  Rica,  although  it  is  probably  widely  dis- 
tributed. 

THICK-KNEES  THROUGH  JAEGERS 

Two  Double-striped  Thick-knees  in  a fallow 
harvested  rice  field  5 km  s.  of  Matapalo  be- 
tween Quepos  and  Dominical  23  Apr  (PM), 
following  close  on  the  heels  of  the  first  record 


from  the  Caribbean  lowlands  last  fall  (pub- 
lished in  the  journal  Zeledonia),  were  consid- 
erably farther  s.  on  the  Pacific  coastal  plain  of 
Costa  Rica  than  previously  reported — appar- 
ently the  first  ever  recorded  s.  of  Jaco.  Suitable 
habitat  for  this  species  exists  all  along  the  Pa- 
cific coast  down  into  Panama,  leaving  open 
the  possibility  of  an  incipient  southerly  range 
expansion.  A Northern  Jagana  seen  on  the 
Chagres  R.  about  3 km  upstream  from  Gam- 
boa, Canal  Area  16  May  (GA)  represented  the 


A pocket  of  rainforest  and  associated  coffee  plantations  in 
the  Rio  Amarillo  valley  in  the  Department  of  Copan  in  west- 
ern Honduras  was  discovered  to  host  isolated  populations 
of  nearly  20  bird  species  this  spring.  The  Black-crested  Co- 
quette (male,  2 May  2006)  is  an  example  of  one  of  these 
species.  Photograph  by  Knut  Eisermatrn. 

easternmost  record  for  this  species.  In  Costa 
Rica,  an  ad.  Wattled  Jacana  was  seen  13-17 
Mar  in  the  San  Joaquin  marsh,  San  Vito, 
Puntarenas  QZ,  GF),  where  one  bird  has  ap- 
peared during  the  spring  months  since  2004, 
when  it  was  an  imm.  El  Salvador’s  4th  Baird’s 
Sandpiper  was  at  the  mouth  of  the  R.  jiboa. 
La  Paz  23  May  (ph.,  tTj).  It  was  at  the  same 


locality  as  El  Salvador’s  first  spring 
record  in  Apr  2005. 

An  ad.  Herring  Gull  was  seen  be- 
tween the  Costa  Rican  mainland  and 
Cocos  I.  5 May  (KEa  et  ah).  This 
species  is  seldom  seen  in  Costa  Rica, 
and  an  ad.  is  an  even  rarer  occurrence. 
A possible  second-summer  Herring 
Gull  at  the  mouth  of  the  R.  Jiboa,  La 
Paz  23  May  (ph.,  tTJ)  would  be  the 
first  spring  record  for  El  Salvador,  but 
some  features  suggest  a hybrid,  possi- 
bly Kelp  X Herring.  Two  Swallow- 
tailed Gulls  were  seen  the  night  of  30 
Apr  following  a ship  about  three- 
fourths  of  the  way  out  to  Cocos  I.  (ph. 
KEa  et  al).  Later,  3 were  seen  with  the 
ship  near  the  island  pre-dawn  1 May. 
Finally,  one  bird  was  seen  around  8:00 
a.m.  on  5 May,  about  one-third  of  the 
way  back  to  the  mainland  from  the  is- 
land (roughly  6°  45’  N).  This  is  only  the  2nd 
time  this  species  has  been  reported  from  Cos- 
ta Rica  waters.  The  first  record  was  of  birds 
seen  at  night  off  the  tip  of  the  Burica  Pen.  at 
the  Costa  Rica-Panama  border  in  Mar  2003. 
A nearby  sighting  in  Apr  2000,  however,  was 
believed  to  be  in  Panama  waters. 

Four  Sooty  Terns  seen  on  a rocky  islet  in 
Wafer  Bay,  Cocos  I.  2 May  (KEa  et  al.)  were 
possibly  nesting.  This  species  was  reported  as 
nesting  at  the  island  22  May  1962,  when  30 
nests  were  counted  on  Isla  Manuelita  at  the  n. 
end  of  Cocos,  but  it  has  not  been  reported 
nesting  there  since.  In  El  Salvador,  a concen- 
tration of  960  Black  Terns  resting  on  sand  bars 
at  Barra  Salada,  Sonsonate  1 May  was  notewor- 
thy (OK,  TJ,  JF);  only  30  of  these  birds  were 
in  breeding  plumage.  A still  impressive  75 
were  at  the  mouth  of  R.  Jiboa,  La  Paz  23  May 
(TJ).  A Roseate  Tern  at  Barra  Salada  7 May 
(tOK,  TJ)  was  only  the  3rd  recorded  for  El 
Salvador  and  the  first  for  Sonsonate.  Parasitic 
Jaeger  is  the  only  species  of  stercorariid  reli- 
ably reported  from  Honduras,  where  it  is  con- 
sidered a vagrant.  A dark-morph  ad.  was  doc- 
umented from  the  beach  near  the  mouth  of  R. 
Platano  7 Apr  (tD&ES,  GF,  DH),  and  a subad. 
was  photographed  1 1 Apr  at  Laguna  de  Brus, 
Gracias  a Dios  (vt.  D6s:ES,  GF,  DH). 

PIGEONS  THROUGH  OWLS 

In  Honduras,  3 Short-billed  Pigeons  found  in 
a humid  broadleaf  forest  5 km  nw.  of  R.  Amar- 
illo, Copdn  24-28  Apr  (v.r.  KE),  were  sub- 
stantially isolated  from  other  known  popula- 
tions. In  Costa  Rica,  up  to  13  Scarlet  Macaws 
at  La  Selva  late  Feb-Apr  (m.ob.)  were  the  first 
to  appear  at  La  Selva  in  perhaps  30  years.  In 
addition,  3 were  seen  8 Apr  near  Chilamate, 
10  km  nw.  of  La  Selva,  and  10  were  seen  20 
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Sparkling-tailed  Hummingbirds  are  rarely  reported  and  even  more  rarely 
captured  in  El  Salvador.  This  female  was  mist-netted  at  Montecristo 
National  Park  on  23  March  2006.  Photograph  by  Leticia  Andino. 


May  at  Boca  Tapada  de  San  Car- 
los, 35  km  nw.  of  La  Selva  (both 
JZ).  One  can  only  speculate  if 
these  were  resident  birds  or  visi- 
tors from  Nicaragua — or  perhaps 
strays  from  a small  remnant  pop- 
ulation near  the  n.  edge  of  Costa 
Rica  that  had  been  presumed  ex- 
tirpated. Is  the  sudden  appear- 
ance of  these  birds  a positive  re- 
sult of  conservation  efforts  and  an 
illustration  of  biological  corridors 
in  action?  Or  is  deforestation  and 
poaching  in  Nicaragua  driving 
these  birds  to  the  south? 

In  Guatemala,  Honduras,  and 
El  Salvador,  Barred  Parakeets  are 
normally  found  in  high-altitude 
cloud  forests.  It  was  surprising, 
therefore,  to  find  the  species  daily  (11  Apr-8 
May)  at  700  m in  bamboo  stands  on  the  flood 
plain  of  the  R.  Amarillo,  near  the  village  of  R. 
Amarillo,  Copdir,  at  least  100  were  present  8 
May  (ph.  KE,  CA,  OK).  A Spectacled  Parrot- 
let,  typically  a lowland  species,  was  seen  at 
Cana  3 Apr  (FT),  providing  the  first  record 
for  that  e.  Darien  locality.  A small  population 
of  Brown-hooded  Parrots  was  found  in  humid 
broadleaf  forest  3 km  nw.  of  R.  Amarillo 
26-28  Apr  and  8 May  (v.r.  KE),  establishing 
the  first  records  for  Copdn.  Groups  of  one  or 
two  pairs  were  heard  each  day.  In  Las  Alturas 
on  the  s.  Pacific  slope  of  Cordillera  Talaman- 
ca,  a Pheasant  Cuckoo  heard  singing  from  the 
forest  edge  6 Feb  at  1500  m QG,  AO,  JZ)  pro- 
vided the  3rd  report  for  this  area.  Single 
singing  birds  were  heard  last  year  in  Mar  from 
two  other  areas  on  the  Las  Alturas  farm. 

Rufous-vented  Ground-Cuckoos  put  on  a 
show  for  birders  and  other  visitors  to  the  Rain- 
forest Aerial  Tram  bordering  Braulio  Carrillo 
N.P.  29  Mar-8  Apr  (m.ob.).  Up  to  3 were  seen 
together  regularly  from  the  tram,  the  loading 
platform,  the  parking  lot,  the  coffee  shop,  and 
even  right  outside  the  plate  glass  windows  of 
the  gift  shop.  A persistent  army  ant  swarm  in 
the  area  around  the  tram  enticed  these  rare  and 
seldom-seen  birds  into  the  open.  At  least  3 
Bare-shanked  Screech-Owls  heard  calling  and 
one  seen  at  1600  m about  15  km  nw.  of  Hato 
Chami  4 Mar  (WA,  GA)  provided  the  first  re- 
port from  e.  Chiriqui.  Although  considered 
rare  in  Honduras,  Crested  Owls  were  noted  to 
be  fairly  common  this  spring  in  Pico  Bonito 
N.P.,  Atlantida  up  to  900  m (DA).  Anderson  ei- 
ther heard  or  saw  an  individual  on  about  70% 
of  visits  into  forested  areas  between  dusk  and 
dawn.  To  the  southwest.  Crested  Owls  were 
recorded  on  at  least  three  territories  in  humid 
broadleaf  forest  5 km  nw.  of  R.  Amarillo,  a first 
record  for  Copdn,  2 May  (v.r.  KE). 


NiaHTJARS  THROUGH  TROGONS 

A Dusky  Nightjar  calling  and  seen  at  about 
1700  m about  10  km  nnw  of  Hato  Chami, 
Chiriqui  5-6  Mar  (GA,  WA)  established  the 
easternmost  report  for  this  species.  Easley  re- 
ported seeing  and  hearing  several  White- 
tailed Nightjars  in  Apr  along  the  road  to  Duri- 
ka  de  Buenos  Aires  at  900  m on  the  s.  Pacific 
slope  of  Costa  Rica.  This  species  is  very  sel- 
dom reported  in  Costa  Rica,  but  it  appears  to 
be  common  here  in  the  grasslands  along  the 
road  up  to  what  is  now  known  as  the  Rosy 
Thrush-Tanager  spot.  A Great  Potoo  was 
heard  4 Mar  2 km  n.  of  Las  Mangas,  Atldnticla 
(MB,  DA)  in  primary  rain  forest.  This  is  the 
2nd  report  from  Honduras  in  the  last  two 
years.  Reports  of  Rufous-crested  Coquette, 
rare  in  Panama,  included  a male  along 
Pipeline  Road  31  Mar;  up  to  5 females  at  Cer- 
ro  Azul,  Panama  2 Apr;  2 females  at  Cana  3 
Apr;  and  one  female  at  Cana  4 Apr  (all  FT).  A 
male  Black-crested  Coquette  in  coffee  planta- 
tions near  R.  Amarillo  2 May  provided  docu- 
mentation of  an  isolated  population  in  Copdn 
(ph.  KE). 

Two  female  Violet-crowned  Woodnymphs 
were  seen  near  the  peak  of  940-m  Mt.  Mar- 
garet in  e.  Cayo  8-9  May  (PB,  GC,  DT,  PW, 
SR,  IM).  The  species  has  only  been  recorded 
in  Belize  n.  of  Toledo,  where  it  is  rare  and  lo- 
calized, on  one  prior  occasion.  Two  female 
Mangrove  Hummingbirds  were  captured  at 
Tamarindo  Mangroves  (date  uncertain;  ph. 
J&MW).  Stiles  and  Skutch  list  this  species  as 
occurring  only  around  the  Gulf  of  Nicoya  and 
not  from  the  w.  side  of  the  peninsula.  As  the 
species  is  reported  closer  and  closer  to  the 
Nicaraguan  border,  it  may  soon  lose  its  status 
as  a Costa  Rican  endemic.  A male  Snowcap 
was  seen  visiting  feeders  at  Bosque  de  Paz  at 
1600  m on  the  Caribbean  slope  of  Poas  Vol- 
cano 15-20  Mar  (VP).  This  is  an  unusually 


high  elevation  for  this  species.  A 
Purple-crowned  Fairy  was  at  L. 
Moyua,  Dario,  Matagalpa, 
Nicaragua  9 May  (LL,  JM,  WA, 
DK). 

A pair  of  Purple-throated 
Woodstars  was  seen  at  Cana  3 
Apr  (FT).  This  species  is  rare  in 
Panama.  A female  Sparkling- 
tailed Hummingbird  was  mist- 
netted  at  Montecristo  N.P.,  Santa 
Ana  23  Mar  2006  (ph.  LA).  The 
species  is  rarely  reported  any- 
where in  El  Salvador.  A second- 
year  male  Ruby-throated  Hum- 
mingbird was  mist-netted  at  Fin- 
ca  Corteza  in  San  Vito,  Puntare- 
nas  15  Mar  (AO;  San  Vito  Bird 
Club)  near  the  Panama  border, 
where  rare  and  near  the  edge  of  its  wintering 
range.  A small  population  of  Slaty-tailed  Tro- 
gons  (at  least  2)  was  found  in  humid 
broadleaf  forest  5 km  nw.  of  R.  Amarillo  (v.r. 
KE)  26  Apr,  which  extends  the  range  into 
Copdn.  Another  3+  were  observed  in  shaded 
coffee  plantations  2.5  km  s.  of  R.  Amarillo  at 
the  unusual  elevation  of  1100  m on  13, 14,  & 
23  Apr  (v.r.  KE). 

KINGFISHERS  THROUGH  COTINGAS 

An  Amazon  Kingfisher  at  Cana  4 Apr  (FT) 
was  the  first  reported  from  this  site.  An  Amer- 
ican Pygmy  Kingfisher  along  a creek  near  R. 
Amarillo,  Copdn  28  Apr  (KE)  was  unexpected 
and  a first  record  for  that  department.  Rare  at 
Cana  was  a female  Rufous-tailed  Jacamar  7 
Apr  (FT).  A Tawny-winged  Woodcreeper  in 
humid  broadleaf  forest  5 km  n.  of  R.  Amaril- 
lo 26  Apr  (KE)  extends  this  species’  range 
into  Copdn,  Honduras.  A Strong-billed  Wood- 
creeper  at  Mayflower-Bocawina  N.P.,  Stann 
Creek  3 Mar  (BF  et  al.)  was  in  an  area  where 
this  highly  localized  species  in  Belize  had  not 
previously  been  reported.  A Spotted  Wood- 
creeper  mist-netted  22  Mar  at  Montecristo 
N.P,  Santa  Ana  (ph.  VG)  represented  the  first 
record  for  Santa  Ana  and  only  the  3rd  docu- 
mented record  for  El  Salvador.  The  species 
was  not  entirely  unexpected,  however,  as  one 
(conceivably  the  same  individual)  was  found 
in  jul  2005  in  the  Honduras  portion  of  the 
park  (KE). 

At  least  3 Yellow-bellied  Tyrannulets  at  R. 
Amarillo  23-26  Apr  (v.r.  KE)  extend  this 
species’  range  into  Copdn,  Honduras.  Another 
species  rare  at  Cana  was  a Yellow-crowned 
Tyrannulet  4 Apr  (FT).  Unexpected  along  the 
Pipeline  Road  was  a Yellow-green  Tyrannulet 
heard  2 Mar  (GLA).  A Rufous-browed  Tyran- 
nulet 8 May  (KA,  TS)  on  the  Sora-El  Valle 
road  just  above  the  village  of  Mato  Ahogado, 
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Panama,  may  represent  only  the  2nd  report 
from  this  locality.  Paltry  Tyrannulets  were 
fairly  common  in  humid  broadleaf  forest  and 
in  shaded  coffee  plantations  near  R.  Amarillo, 
Copdn  (v.r.  KE)  on  all  days  from  13  Apr-8 
May.  This  appears  to  be  an  isolated  popula- 
tion. In  Guatemala,  a Yellow-bellied  Flycatch- 
er at  Rocja  Pomtila,  Alta  Verapaz  24  May  (RC) 
was  a late  spring  migrant,  but  a Least  Fly- 
catcher there  the  day  before  was  exceptional- 
ly late  (EC). 

Two  Rufous  Mourners  were  singing  in  hu- 
mid broadleaf  forest  5 km  nw.  of  R.  Amarillo 
25  Apr,  establishing  a new  locality  for  the 
species.  It  has  been  recorded  at  one  other  site 
in  Copdn.  A Sulphur-bellied  Flycatcher  11 
Mar  at  Lubaantun,  Toledo  (CL)  was  early,  but 
a Streaked  Flycatcher  at  Nim  Li  Punit,  Toledo 
8 Mar  (CL)  may  have  established  the  earliest 
spring  date  yet  for  this  uncommon  species  in 
Belize.  In  Costa  Rica,  at  the  s.  extreme  of  its 
winter  range,  a Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  was 
seen  in  a rice  field  at  Finca  18  in  Siepre  de  Osa 
(s.  Pacific  lowlands  in  the  Rio  Sierpe-Rio 
Terraba  delta)  17  Mar  (GF).  Rarely  reported 
in  Panama  was  a Snowy  Cotinga  seen  28  km 
n.  of  Punta  Pena  on  the  road  to  Almirante,  Bo- 
cas  del  Toro  14  Apr  (RM,  DM). 

¥IRE0S  THROUGH  PIPITS 

In  Guatemala,  the  last  White-eyed  Vireo  of 
the  season  was  reported  at  Rocja  Pomtila  14 
Apr  (EC),  and  a Yellow-green  Vireo  at  Los 
Tarrales  Reserve,  Suchitepequez  6 Mar  (KE) 
was  early.  At  least  9 Green  Shrike-Vireos  at  R. 
Amarillo  23-28  Apr  (v.r.  KE)  extend  this 
species’  range  into  Copdn,  Honduras.  A well- 
documented  Brown-chested  Martin  was  ob- 
served with  a small  group  of  Gray-breasted 
Martins  between  Palmar  Sur  and  Ciudad 
Cortes  in  the  s.  Pacific  lowlands  along  the 
coastal  hwy.  25  Mar  (tCaL,  DP),  and  another 
or  the  same  individual  was  found  not  far  away 
12  Apr  at  ca.  1000  m in  San  Vito  (tAS).  The 
few  previous  records  from  Costa  Rica  have  all 
been  May-mid-Sep.  Tree  Swallow  is  a rare  mi- 
grant in  Panama,  so  a flock  seen  near  the 
Gatun  Yacht  Club  near  Colon  12  Apr  QT)  was 
noteworthy.  Providing  only  the  2nd  record  for 
Cocos  1.  (the  first  was  in  Apr  2005)  was  a 
group  of  6 Cliff  Swallows  seen  1 May  (KEa  et 
al). 

Two  Rufous-and-white  Wrens  found  5 km 
nw.  of  R.  Amarillo  24-25  Apr  (v.r.  KE)  estab- 
lished a new  locality  for  this  species  in  Hon- 
duras. The  species  is  also  known  from  the 
Valle  de  Copan  about  20  km  to  the  southwest. 
Another  first  for  Cana  in  e.  Darien  was  a Trop- 
ical Gnatcatcher  seen  6 Apr  (FT).  Following 
the  capture  of  a Slate-colored  Solitaire  at  150 
m elevation  in  Pico  Bonito,  Atlantida  in  Feb, 


Swallow-tailed  Gulls  have  been  reported  twice  in  recent 
years  in  North  American  waters  off  the  Pacific  coast  of 
Panama  and  Costa  Rica.  This  bird  was  observed  before 
dawn  at  sea  between  the  Costa  Rican  mainland  and  Cocos 
Island  30  April  2006;  it  provided  the  second  record  for  Costa 
Rica  and  the  second  photographically  documented  record 
for  North  America,  the  first  being  from  Pacific  Grove,  Cali- 
fornia, in  June  1985.  Photograph  by  Kevin  Easley. 

another  was  mist-netted  at  the  same  location 
26  Mar  (MB).  A slightly  extralimital  Hermit 
Thrash  3 km  s.  of  R.  Amarillo  23  Apr  (tKE) 
was  apparently  the  first  for  Honduras.  Rare  in 
e.  Panama,  a Wood  Thrush  at  Cana  7 Apr 
(FT)  was  the  first  reported  from  this  site;  one 
at  Rocja  Pomtila  in  Guatemala  6 May  (EC) 
was  a late  spring  migrant.  Clay-colored 
Robins  seen  at  Cana  3-4  Apr  (FT)  were  the 
first  reported  from  this  site. 

A Gray  Catbird  that  approached  and  circled 
a boat  well  out  to  sea  en  route  from  Cocos  1. 
5 May  (KEa  et  al.)  and  then  headed  north- 


From  29  March  (here)  until  8 April  2006,  a persistent  army 
ant  swarm  at  the  Rainforest  Aerial  Tram  adjacent  to  Braulio 
Carrillo  National  Park  in  Costa  Rica  enticed  as  many  as  three 
Rufous-vented  Ground-Cuckoos  at  a time  into  the  open, 
where  they  could  easily  be  observed  from  the  loading  plat- 
form, the  parking  lot,  the  coffee  shop,  and  even  from  the 
plate  glass  windows  of  the  gift  shop.  The  species  is  rarely 
observed  in  the  open.  Photograph  by  Warner  Bonilla. 

ward  over  the  water  was  most  unexpected  on 
the  Pacific  side  of  Costa  Rica.  Tropical  Mock- 
ingbirds are  apparently  more  common  in  the 
Pacific  region  of  Nicaragua  than  previously 


reported.  This  species  was  nesting  in  May 
along  the  sw.  shoreline  of  L.  Managua  in  low 
brush  close  to  shore.  Additionally,  a singing 
individual  was  observed  on  Chiltepe  Pen.  20 
Jun  (all  LL,  JM,  WA,  DK).  In  Costa  Rica,  one 
visited  a fruit  feeder  at  Bosque  de  Paz  late 
Feb-mid-Mar  (RaC,  VP).  This  bird  was  at  a 
new  location  and  at  the  highest  elevation 
(1600  m)  yet  reported  in  Costa  Rica.  An 
American  Pipit  seen  daily  at  the  soccer  field 
and  along  the  beach  at  Wafer  Bay,  Cocos  I. 
from  1-4  May  (ph.  KEa  et  al.)  provided  only 
the  3rd  record  for  Costa  Rica.  Both  previous 
records  were  from  the  mouth  of  the  R.  Tar- 
coles,  one  in  autumn  1993  QV)  and  another 
28  Jan  2005  QH,  RH). 

WARBLERS  THROUGH  TANAGERS 

Blue-winged  Warbler  is  seldom  reported  on 
the  Pacific  slope  of  Guatemala,  so  2 seen  at 
Takalik  Abaj,  Retalhuleu  5 Mar  (KE,  CA)  were 
unexpected.  An  Orange-crowned  Warbler 
seen  at  Barra  de  Santiago,  Ahuachapdn  6 May 
OF,  TJ)  was  only  the  4th  reported  for  El  Sal- 
vador and  the  first  in  spring.  A Nashville 
Warbler  seen  near  the  Gatun  Yacht  Club,  near 
Colon  31  Mar  QT)  established  the  2nd  Pana- 
ma record  and  the  first  from  the  Canal  Area. 
A female  Blackburnian  Warbler  at  Finca  Pa- 
trocinio,  Quetzaltenango  4 Mar  (KE,  CA)  was 
an  exceptionally  early  migrant.  Although 
there  are  nearly  a dozen  documented  records 
of  Yellow-throated  Warbler  in  El  Salvador,  all 
have  been  in  fall  or  winter.  The  first  spring 
record  was  an  individual  seen  at  Merliot,  La 
Libertad  23  Mar  (TJ). 

Although  fairly  common  in  winter  on  the 
cayes,  a Prairie  Warbler  at  Pelican  Beach, 
Stann  Creek  1 Mar  (BF  et  al.)  was  on  the  Be- 
lize mainland,  where  the  species  is  seldom 
seen.  As  part  of  an  ongoing  study  of  Cerulean 
Warbler  migration  routes  through  n.  Central 
America,  21  Cerulean  Warblers  were  record- 
ed in  Apr  on  the  Caribbean  coast  between 
Trujillo,  Colon  and  Omoa,  Cortes,  and  at 
Copan  Ruinas,  Copdn  in  the  interior  of  Hon- 
duras (MW,  GC,  DA  et  al.).  Similar  to  last 
year’s  results,  the  mt.  ranges  facing  the 
Caribbean  had  the  highest  densities.  A North- 
ern Waterthrush  briefly  visited  the  dining 
area  of  a boat  bound  for  Cocos  I.  from  the 
Costa  Rican  mainland  30  Apr  (KEa  et  al.)  be- 
fore flying  off  over  open  ocean  to  the  north.  In 
Honduras,  a late  Red-faced  Warbler  in  a shad- 
ed coffee  plantation  at  R.  Amarillo  1 May 
(CA)  and  a male  Scarlet  Tanager  mist-netted 
in  nearby  broadleaf  forest  4 May  (ph.  KE,  CA) 
both  furnished  first  records  for  Copdn. 

A small  outlying  population  of  Flame-col- 
ored Tanagers  was  discovered  on  top  of  Mt. 
Margaret,  Cayo  in  1994  (MM)  and  found 
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again  in  1997,  when  6 were  counted  (LJ).  A 
short  expedition  to  the  peak  8-9  May  (MM) 
documented  a single  individual,  suggesting 
that  the  population  is  extant  but  perhaps  not 
for  long.  The  status  of  Golden-hooded  Tan- 
ager  in  w.  Honduras  is  poorly  understood. 
Several  individuals,  including  a pair  nest- 
building at  the  unusual  elevation  of  1100  m, 
were  found  23  Apr  and  2 & 6 May  in  shaded 
coffee  plantations  3 km  s.  and  se.  of  R.  Amar- 
illo (ph.,  v.r.  KE,  CA)  and  27  Apr  and  8 May 
along  the  edge  of  humid  broadleaf  forest  5 
km  nw.  of  R.  Amarillo  (KE).  These  represent- 
ed new  localities  for  this  tanager,  although 
the  species  has  been  recorded  at  one  other 
site  in  Copdn. 

SEEOEATERS  THROUGH  GROSBEAKS 

After  an  absence  of  reports  in  Belize  for  sever- 
al years,  about  6 Slate-colored  Seedeaters 
were  found  in  spiny  bamboo  along  the  Sibun 
R.,  Cayo  16  Apr+  (EB,  DB),  less  than  one  km 
downstream  of  its  confluence  with  Caves 
Branch.  The  follovHng  day,  2 more  were  found 
nearby  at  Hellgate.  The  Slate-colored 
Seedeaters  at  Carara  N.R,  Costa  Rica  in  Feb 
remained  until  at  least  late  Apr.  A late  report 
of  ca.  6 Yellow-bellied  Seedeaters  seen  along 
the  Peninsula  road  by  L.  Arenal  Dam  1 Feb 
OJG)  may  have  provided  the  first  record  for 
the  Caribbean  lowlands  of  Costa  Rica.  The 
only  other  place  on  the  Caribbean  side  where 
they  are  known  to  occur  is  around  Cartago. 
This  record  is  also  much  farther  n.  and  w. 
than  any  previous  records.  Many  Nicaraguan 
Seed-Finches  were  seen  in  abandoned  rice 
fields  w.  of  Changuinola,  Bocas  del  Toro  15-17 
Apr  (DM,  RM,  KK);  there  are  few  previous  re- 
ports from  Panama. 

A young  (molting)  male  Blue  Seedeater 
captured  6 Apr  and  a female  captured  7 Apr  at 
El  Imposible  N.R  (ph.  LA)  provided  only  the 
2nd  and  3rd  spring  records  for  El  Salvador.  A 
Yellow-faced  Grassquit  near  Mile  24  on  the 
Western  Hwy.  9 Apr  (PB)  represented  a short 
northward  range  extension  of  this  species  in 
Belize.  After  two  decades  of  rapid  expansion 
following  its  discovery  in  Belize  around  1980, 
the  population  appears  now  to  have  stabi- 
lized. A small  population  of  Orange-billed 
Sparrows  was  found  in  humid  broadleaf  forest 
5 km  nw.  of  R.  Amarillo,  Copdn  25  Apr  (v.r. 
KE).  This  population  is  substantially  isolated 
from  the  known  range  of  this  species  near  the 
Caribbean  coast,  by  perhaps  50  km  or  more. 

In  Guatemala,  at  least  one  Savannah  Spar- 
row was  seen  2 Mar  in  grass  savannah  at  ca. 
2800  m between  Momostenango  and  San 
Francisco  El  Alto,  Totonicapdn  KE), 
where  nesting  has  been  assumed  but  not  con- 
firmed. Another  was  seen  13  Apr  in  the  Sier- 


ra de  los  Cuchumatanes,  2 km  s.  of  Paquix, 
Huehuetenango  (ph.  TJ).  Grayish  Saltator,  first 
reported  for  Panama  in  2003,  now  appears  to 
be  fairly  common  around  Changuinola  in  Bo- 
cas del  Toro.  One  was  seen  on  a side  road  off 
the  main  road  between  Changuinola  and 
Guabito  21  Mar,  and  another  was  heard  at  a 
different  location  along  the  main  road  the 
same  day  (KK,  RM).  Several  were  seen  and 
heard  at  various  localities  around  Changuino- 
la 14-18  Apr  (RM,  DM,  KK).  Another  isolat- 
ed rainforest  species  found  in  humid 


An  American  Pipit,  only  the  third  recorded  in  Costa  Rica, 
was  observed  on  the  beach  at  Wafer  Bay,  Cocos  Island  from 
1 (here)  through  4 May  2006;  it  was  located  by  a birding 
tour  group  visiting  the  island.  Photograph  by  Kevin  Easley. 

broadleaf  forest  5 km  nw.  of  R.  Amarillo  is 
Black-faced  Grosbeak,  of  which  2 were  found 
singing  24  Apr  (v.r.  KE). 

BLACKBIRDS  THROUGH  EUPHONIAS 

A female  Bobolink  seen  perched  at  Wafer  Bay 
and  a male  seen  in  flight  over  Chatham  Bay, 
Cocos  I.  4 May  (KEa  et  al.)  were  unexpected. 
There  are  several  previous  spring  records 
from  Cocos  I.  between  28  Mar  and  26  Apr.  It 
is  extremely  rare  on  the  mainland  in  spring. 
On  26  Mar,  at  least  6 male  Red-winged  Black- 
birds were  observed  at  Rubelsanto,  Alta  Vera- 
paz,  where  a lone  singing  male  had  been  pres- 
ent this  past  winter  (KE,  CA).  These  recent 
records  apparently  represent  a significant 
range  expansion.  At  least  6 Eastern  Mead- 
owlarks were  seen  near  the  village  of  El  Tucan 
Uno  in  s.  Peten  28  Mar  (KE,  CA).  The  site  is 
80  km  s.  of  a known  population  at  La  Liber- 
tad.  Although  PROEVAL  RAXMU  has  been 
conducting  monthly  bird  monitoring  since 
2001  in  Rocja  Pomtila,  Alta  Verapaz,  Eastern 
Meadowlark  was  not  recorded  there  until  25 
MayOC).  ■ 

Shiny  Cowbirds  were  seen  in  fair  numbers 
in  the  Cana  Station  clearing  daily  3-5  Apr 
(FT).  There  are  few  if  any  previous  records 
from  this  site.  A Black-cowled  Oriole  seen  10 
Apr  (LG,  LC,  LM,  G&HL),  and  a pair  present 


until  the  17th  (HL)  in  the  R.  Tarcoles  man- 
groves on  the  cen.  Pacific  coast  near  Carara 
N.R,  provided  more  reports  of  this  species  for 
the  Pacific  slope,  where  it  has  appeared  re- 
cently in  widely  separated  areas.  Although 
these  birds  have  lingered  for  a few  weeks  or  a 
month,  an  established  population  has  yet  to 
be  documented.  Single  Orange-crowned  Ori- 
oles seen  at  Cana  3-4  Apr  (FT)  were  the  first 
records  from  this  site.  In  El  Salvador,  the  Yel- 
low-winged Cacique  colonization  document- 
ed in  summer  2005  was  reconfirmed  7 May 
this  year,  with  at  least  10  nests  near  Los 
Cobanos,  Sonsonatc  (ph.  TJ,  OK,  JF).  At  the 
colony  site,  8 ad.  males  and  3 females  were 
observed,  while  3 males  (2  of  them  second- 
year  birds)  were  found  up  to  5 km  away.  A 
male  White-vented  Euphonia  was  closely  ob- 
served in  Pico  Bonito  N.P,  Atldntida  24  May 
(DA).  Surprisingly,  this  species  had  only  been 
reported  in  Honduras  twice  before,  and  nei- 
ther was  adequately  documented. 
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It  has  been  said  that  the  pelagic  zones  offer 
some  of  birding’s  last  frontiers,  and  the 
tropics  of  the  Atlantic  and  Caribbean  sure- 
ly hold  many  new  discoveries,  especially  the 
waters  well  offshore.  At  Guadeloupe,  exten- 
sive seawatching  by  Levesque  and  others  has 
rewritten  the  status  and  distribution  of  many 
seabirds,  and  more  birders  and  birding  visitors 
in  the  Caribbean  are  following  suit,  particular- 
ly in  the  Bahamas.  The  vast  numbers  of  Manx 
Shearwaters  seen  migrating  off  Guadeloupe, 
for  instance,  confirm  that  the  spring  migration 
route  passes  from  eastern  South  America  to 
the  waters  east  of  the  Lesser  Antilles  before 
turning  to  the  northeast.  The  observation  of 
rarer  tubenoscs  at  Guadeloupe,  such  as  Bulw- 
ers  Petrel  (now  four  sightings  2003-2006), 
hint  at  what  may  pass  farther  offshore.  A set  of 
coordinated  seawatches  stretching  the  length 
of  the  Lesser  Antilles  would  surely  produce 
even  more  surprises. 

At  St.  Lucia,  the  habitat  of  White-breasted 
Thrasher  is  under  siege  by  development  for  a 
large  resort.  Although  the  planners  say  some 
areas  will  be  protected,  others  feel  it  will  be 
insufficient  to  ensure  the  long-term  survival 
of  this  critically  endangered  West  Indian  en- 
demic bird. 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  VULTURES 

Eighteen  Black-bellied  Whistling-Ducks  at 
Reef  G.C.,  Grand  Bahama  28-29  May  were 
without  precedent  (M&AA);  they  may  have 
come  from  Florida,  where  the  population  is 
burgeoning,  or  from  Central/South  America 
(subspecies  not  determined).  There  were  14 
West  Indian  Whistling-Ducks  at  Tarpon 
Ponds,  Fresh  Creek,  Andros,  Bahamas  6-7 
May  (OG);  one  with  ducklings  was  observed 
at  Rock  Sound  Airport  9 Apr,  confirming 
breeding  on  Eleuthera,  Bahamas  (DC);  If 
wei'e  at  George  Town,  Exu:nas,  Bahamas  25 
May  (PF);  and  one  with  ducklings  was  at  Lee 


Stocking  L,  Exumas  31  May  (fide  CW).  On 
Antigua,  10  West  Indian  Whistling-Ducks, 
400  White-cheeked  Pintails,  and  a female 
Ring-necked  Duck  were  found  at  McKinnon 
Salt  Pond  19  Apr  (AJ).  A Snow  Goose  was  at 
Four  Seasons  Resort,  Great  Exuma,  Bahamas  9 
Apr  (PD,  ph.  RS),  and  2 Canada  Geese  were  at 
Coral  Harbour,  New  Providence,  Bahamas  11 
May  (M65:FD).  At  Seymours  Pond,  Bermuda, 
2 Gadwalls  were  noted  24  Mar-4  Apr  (DBW) 
and  2 Eurasian  Wigeons  29  Dec-1 1 Mar  (AD). 
A Northern  Shoveler  was  at  Harrold  & Wilson 
Ponds  N.P.,  New  Providence,  Bahamas  3 Mar 
(CW,  GG,  PF,  TT),  and  a Northern  Pintail 
spent  the  entire  season  near  Treasure  Cay, 
Abaco,  Bahamas  (EB).  Single  American 
Wigeons  on  Eleuthera,  Bahamas  were  at  Rock 
Sound  7 Apr  (DC)  and  at  Gregor)'  Town  22-23 
Apr  (LG).  A Greater  Scaup  was  on  Tucker’s 
Point  G.C.  Pond,  Bermuda  13  Mar  (EA).  At  Le 
Gosier,  Guadeloupe,  Levesque  saw  the  contin- 
uing male  Garganey  27  Mar,  plus  52  Blue- 


winged Teal  and  a female  Lesser  Scaup.  Five 
Masked  Ducks  were  found  near  Dark  Wood 
Salt  Pond,  Antigua  2 Apr  (NL),  very  unusual 
here,  and  up  to  5 were  near  Humacao  for 
much  of  the  season  (J.  Novogradac,  m.ob.). 
Six  Ruddy  Ducks  were  at  McKinnon  Salt  Pond 
19  Apr,  and  an  imm.  male  was  near  Trois  lies, 
Martinique  13  Apr  (AJ),  further  evidence  of 
expansion  in  the  Region. 

Despite  the  setbacks  to  the  Bermuda  Petrel 
program  caused  in  2003  by  Hurricane  Fabian, 
which  destroyed  many  nest-sites,  breeding 
success  continued  in  Bermuda,  with  38 
chicks  fledged  by  Jun  2006.  This  year  also 
witnessed  the  return  of  the  first  chicks  to  have 
been  banded  as  fledglings,  from  the  cohorts  in 


2002  and  2003  QM)-  A feeding  flock  of 
Audubon's  Shearwaters  off  Man-o’-War  Cay, 
Bahamas  20  May  (EB)  was  likely  a sign  of  lo- 
cal breeding  success;  500  were  counted  20 
Apr  in  Exuma  Sound,  Bahamas  (NMc).  Young 
Audubon’s  fledge  in  this  area  around  mid-Apr. 

At  Dominica,  a distant  White-tailed  Trop- 
iebird  was  seen  from  the  s.  end  of  the  island 
16  Apr  (AJ);  15  were  at  Little  Harbour,  Abaco, 
Bahamas  10-12  Mar  (PD,  LL,  LH);  and  up  to 
25  courted  around  the  cliffs  of  Guajataca, 
Puerto  Rico  in  late  Mar  (ESB,  GLA).  Four 
Red-billed  Tropiebirds  were  noted  breeding  at 
The  Highlands,  Barbuda  20  Apr  (AJ).  Three 
ad.  Masked  Boobies  were  photographed  on 
Booby  Rock  off  nw.  Mayaguana,  Bahamas  19 
Mar  (OG,  ph.  TH),  and  a subad.  was  seen  16 
km  off  Great  Guana  Cay,  Abaco,  Bahamas  20 
Apr  (EB).  At  Pointe  des  Chateaux,  Guade- 
loupe, there  were  3 Masked  Boobies  14  May 
(AL,  AM,  AR).  A Great  Cormorant  that  win- 
tered in  Great  Sound,  Bermuda  was  last  seen 


11  Mar  (AD).  Up  to  7 unidentified  cor- 
morants were  on  a large  buoy  near  the  airport 
in  Montego  Bay,  Jamaica  2 Mar,  with  another 
at  the  water  treatment  plant  in  Montego  Bay 
(TL,  LU).  At  least  4 Anhingas  wintered  on 
New  Providence  over  2005-2006:  on  4 Mar,  2 
males  and  2 females  were  seen  over  Cable 
Beach,  Bahamas  (OG,  ph.  TH),  while  3 were 
seen  at  nearby  ponds  20  Apr  (RS,  PD).  Mag- 
nificent Frigatebirds  on  Bermuda  continued 
until  5 Apr,  with  2 over  St.  David’s  (GA). 

A Gray  Heron  at  Spittal  Pond,  Bermuda  22- 
27  Apr  (DBW)  provided  the  first  live  record 
for  this  species  in  Bermuda.  On  Antigua,  300 
Great  Egrets  and  350  Snowy  Egrets  were 
counted  at  McKinnon  Pond  21  Apr,  and  2 Lit- 


This  intergrade  Sandwich  Tern  x Cayenne  Tern,  photographed  30  March  2006  at  the  ferry  terminal  in  Fajardo,  Puerto  Rico,  is  typical 
of  birds  that  nest  not  far  away  in  the  Virgin  Islands  (see  Uorth  American  Birds  57: 566-572).  Photograph  by  George  L Armistead. 
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Table  1 , Spring  passage  dates  for  pelagic  species  noted  off  the  Bahamas,  Dominica,  Guadeloupe. 


Species 

No. 

Date 

Locations  and  Observers 

Black-capped  Petrel 

1 

3 Apr 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

Cory's  Shearwater 

1 

3 Apr 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

1 

23  Apr 

La  Desirade,  Guadeloupe 

1 

30  Apr 

Stocking  L,  Exumas,  Bahamas  (PF) 

3 

20  May 

Tilioo  Cay,  Bahamas  (EB) 

137 

May** 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

Greater  Shearwater 

1 

May** 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

Sooty  Shearwater 

6 

May** 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

Manx  Shearwater 

635 

Mar* 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

99 

3 Apr 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

21 

23  Apr 

La  Desirade,  Guadeloupe 

8 

May** 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

Audubon's  Shearwater 

3 

Mar* 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

47 

3 Apr 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

500 

20  Apr 

Exuma  Sound,  Bahamas  (NMc) 

17 

23  Apr 

La  Desirade,  Guadeloupe 

120+ 

20  May 

Man-O-War  Cay,  Bahamas  (EB) 

55+ 

May** 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

unidentified  shearwater 

9 

Mar* 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

20 

May** 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

Wilson's  Storm-Petrel 

6 

Mar* 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

12 

3 Apr 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

27 

May** 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

Leach's  Storm-Petrel 

4 

Mar* 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

11 

3 Apr 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

1 

20  May 

Tilioo  Cay,  Bahamas 

3 

May** 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

unidentified  storm-petrel 

23 

Mar* 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

1 

23  Apr 

La  DBirade,  Guadeloupe 

16 

May 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

South  Polar  Skua 

1 

May** 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

unidentified  skua 

2 

May 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

8 

23  Apr 

La  Desirade,  Guadeloupe 

3 

3 Apr 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

1 

16  Apr 

s.  end  of  Dominica  (AJ) 

1 

24  May 

off  Manjack  Cay,  Abaco,  Bahamas  (EB) 

1 

May** 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

4 

Mar* 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

15 

3 Apr 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

2 

May** 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

unidentified  jaeger 

2 

Mar* 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

10 

3 Apr 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

2 

23  Apr 

La  Desirade,  Guadeloupe 

1 

May 

Petite-Terre,  Guadeloupe 

*16  hours  total  seawatching  in  Mar  at  Petite-Terre  N.R.  (AL) 
**11  hours  total  seawatching  in  May  at  Petite-Terre  N.R.  (AL) 


This  road-killed  Puerto  Rican  Nightjar  was  an  unfortunate  find  near  Sabana  Grande, 
Puerto  Rico  5 April  2006;  the  species  is  listed  as  critically  endangered,  though  it  has 
been  found  nesting  (or  presumably  nesting)  in  several  new  locations  in  recent  years, 
including  the  locale  where  this  male  was  found.  Photograph  by  George  L Armistead. 

tie  Egrets  were  there  19  Apr  (ph.  AJ),  along  with  400  Cattle 
Egrets,  including  some  nesting.  Ten  Glossy  Ibis  were  noted  at 
Gregory  Town,  Eleuthera,  Bahamas  24  Apr  (LG),  and  2 flew  over 
Warwick,  Bermuda  8 May  and  settled  at  Devonshire  Marsh  (AD). 
The  species  is  clearly  becoming  more  common  on  Puerto  Rico, 
where  nesting  has  recently  been  documented;  several  were  at  La- 
guna Cartagena  N.W.R.  and  Humacao  refuge  through  late 
Mar-early  Apr  (ESB,  GLA,  m.ob.).  Five  Black  Vultures  were  not- 
ed on  Grenada  at  Perseverance  dump  8 Apr  (AJ). 

RAPTORS  THROUGH  TERNS 

A Swallow-tailed  Kite  was  seen  at  Marsh  Harbour  and  at  Treasure 
Cay,  Abaco,  Bahamas  27  Apr  (EB);  another  was  seen  at  Gibbs 
Hill,  Bermuda  7-11  May  (TW).  A Northern  Harrier  was  at  Har- 
rold  & Wilson  Ponds  N.P.,  Bahamas  3 Mar  (CW,  GG,  PF,  TT); 
others  were  on  Bermuda  at  the  airport  5 Apr  and  at  Great  Sound 
7 Apr  (AD),  the  last  dates  for  the  island  this  season.  While  band- 
ing birds  at  Petite-Terre  Nature  Reserve  (hereafter,  N.R.)  4 Mar, 
Levesque  saw  a Merlin  fly  in  and  out  of  a mist-net  in  pursuit  of  a 
Bananaquit.  Single  Peregrine  Falcons  in  Bermuda  were  noted  3 
May  over  Flatts  Hill  QM)  and  15  May  over  Morgans  Pt.  (AD). 
Four  Common  Black-Hawks  were  seen  at  Vermont  Forest,  St. 
Vincent  10  Apr  (AJ).  A pair  of  Red-tailed  Hawks  built  a nest  at 
Morgan’s  Pt.,  Bermuda  in  Mar,  but  the  breeding  attempt  was  un- 
successful (AD);  this  was  the  first  breeding  attempt  on  Bermuda 
in  over  100  years.  A Hook-billed  Kite  was  seen  at  Mt.  Hartman, 
Grenada  8 Apr  QV). 

Levesque  counted  373  Common  Moorhens  at  Le  Gosier, 
Guadeloupe  17  Apr.  An  American  Golden-Plover  was  at  Stocks 
Harbour,  Bermuda  29  Apr-11  May  (EA,  PW).  Three  Piping 
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Recent  breeding  of  West  Indian  Whistling-Ducks  on  Eleuthera, 
Bahamas  was  corifirmed  by  photographs  of  this  family  at  Rock 
Sound  Airport  9 March  2006.  Photograph  by  David  Carrie. 


Plovers  were  at  Grape  Bay,  Bermuda  1 May 
(PW).  On  5 May,  Flamingo  Cay,  Ragged  Is., 
Bahamas  held  3 Semipalmated  and  2 Wilson’s 
Plovers  and  15  Semipalmated  Sandpipers 
(PF).  Piping  Plover  was  last  noted  on  Green 
Turtle  Cay,  Bahamas  10  May  (EB).  Single 
Black-necked  Stilts  in  Bermuda  were  seen  at 
North  Pond  23  Mar-5  Apr  (GB)  and  Spittal 
Pond  22-27  May  (PA).  On  22  Mar,  a winter- 
ing Eurasian  Whimbrel  was  among  several 
shorebirds  at  Guadeloupe  (AL).  A Whimbrel 
(of  the  American  subspecies  hudsonicus)  was 
seen  17  Mar  at  Vieques,  Puerto  Rico,  where 
more  than  300  Stilt  Sandpipers  were  noted  at 
Laguna  Navio  19  Mar  (DG,  BM).  On  Antigua, 
60  Stilt  Sandpipers  were  found  at  McKinnon 
Salt  Pond  19  Apr  (AJ).  A smattering  of  spring 
shorebirds  arrived  in  Bermuda  in  May  includ- 
ing a Stilt  Sandpiper  at  North  Pond  6 May  and 
single  White-rumped  Sandpipers  at  North 
Pond  and  Jubilee  Rd.  21  May  (AD). 

A Black-headed  Gull  was  last  seen  7 Apr  in 
Hamilton  Harbour,  Bermuda  (AD).  At  Mc- 
Kinnon Salt  Pond,  Antigua,  Jaramillo  estimat- 
ed 1000  Laughing  Gulls  19  Apr  and  noted  a 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  and  about  100  Least 
Terns  21  Apr.  There  was  a movement  of  Bona- 
parte’s Gulls  into  Bermuda  in  Mar,  with  17 
seen  in  Hamilton  Harbour  20  Mar  (PW).  On 
Martinique,  a Ring-billed  Gull  was  found  s.  of 
St.  Pierre  14  Apr  (AJ).  In  the  Bahamas,  6 
Great  Black-backed  Gulls  were  reported:  one 
at  Bimini  2 Mar  (BP),  3 at  Great  Stirrup  Cay 
(Coco  Cay),  Berry  Is.  12  Mar  (DF),  and  2 near 
Taino  Beach,  Grand  Bahama  29  Mar  (EG). 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  reports  included  2 
at  Bimini  2 Mar  (BP)  and  one  at  Great  Stirrup 
Cay  12  Mar  (DF).  Gull-billed  Terns  returned 
to  s.  Eleuthera,  Bahamas  23  Apr  (DC,  JW,  RB, 
KP,  EJ).  Five  Royal  Terns  wintered  in  Bermu- 
da, most  often  seen  at  Dockyard  (AD);  at  least 
3 remained  into  May.  Two  Sandwich  Terns 
were  seen  12  May  at  Petite-Terre  N.R.  (AL); 
an  apparent  Cayenne  Tern  x Sandwich  Tern 
intergrade  was  photographed  at  the  ferry  ter- 
minal at  Fajardo,  Puerto  Rico  30  Mar  (ph. 
GLA).  A mixed  flock  of  shearwaters  and 
frigatebirds  noted  in  Exuma  Sound,  Bahamas 
20  Apr  (NMc)  also  contained  25  Sooty  and  20 


Roseate  Terns.  Fifty  Bridled 
Terns  were  counted  at  sea  8 
Apr  off  Petite-Terre  N.R.  (AL). 

PIGEONS  THROUGH 
SWALLOWS 

A Scaly-naped  Pigeon  at  Petite- 
Terre  N.R.  6 May  was  unex- 
pected on  that  islet  (AL).  At 
Barbuda,  Jaramillo  noted  a 
White-winged  Dove  at  Co- 
drington  Lagoon  20  Apr.  A 
White-winged  Dove  at  St.  Frangois  22  Apr 
(ARa)  and  2 there  27  Apr  (AL,  FD,  ARa)  made 
Guadeloupe’s  2nd  and  3rd  records.  Fifteen 
Plain  Pigeons  were  gathering  nesting  material 
and  feeding  in  African  Tulip  Trees  in  Gran  Sa- 
bana,  Puerto  Rico  6 Apr  (ESB,  GLA  et  al),  and 
one  was  perched  along  the  hwy.  just  10  km  n. 


Four  Anhingas  soaring  over  Cable  Beach  near  Nassau, 
Bahamas  4 March  2006  made  a remarkable  sight.  The 
few  previous  Bahamian  records  of  the  species  have 
been  of  single  birds.  Photograph  by  Tony  Hepburn. 

of  Humacao  the  day  before  (ESB).  A marvelous 
combination  of  Plain  Pigeon,  Ashy-faced  Owl, 
Ridgway’s  Hawk,  and  White-necked  Crow  was 
observed  at  Los  Haitises  N.R  26  Mar  (KW,  DG 
et  al.),  while  two  days  later  in  the  Sierra  de  Ba- 
horuco,  the  same  observers  found  the  recently 
split  Hispaniolan  Quail-Dove,  Golden  Swallow, 
Hispaniolan  Emerald,  La  Selle  Thrush,  Hispan- 


iolan Trogon,  and  Hispaniolan  Pewee,  with  the 
recently  split  Eastern  Chat-Tanager  observed 
at  Cachote  on  the  next  day.  Six  Grenada  Doves 
were  found  8 Apr  at  Mt.  Harman  8 Apr  (AJ). 
On  Martinique,  a Bridled  Quail-Dove  was  seen 
at  Fond  Baron  Rd.  14  Apr  (AJ);  6 were  at 
Chutes  du  Carbet,  Guadeloupe  18  Apr  (AL); 
and  4 were  seen  and  one  nicely  photographed 

23  Mar  on  Mt.  Pirata,  Vieques,  Puerto  Rico 
(ph.  DG,  BM).  This  species  is  poorly  known 
through  much  of  its  range  but  particularly  in 
Puerto  Rico.  Four  Ruddy  Quail-Doves  provid- 
ed good  views  along  the  Des  Cartiers  trail,  St. 
Lucia  14  Apr  (SW). 

Bahama  Parrots  on  s.  Abaco  were  counted 
29  Apr-7  May;  the  population  stands  at  about 
3199  birds  there  (FRM),  the  increase  over  the 
2005  census  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the 
birds  were  widely  dispersed  in  2005  after  Hur- 
ricanes Frances  and  Jeanne,  and  probably  to 
the  earlier  date  of  this  year’s  census.  At  the 
Syndicate,  Dominica,  40  Red-necked  and  2 
Imperial  Parrots  were  found  close  to  the  Visi- 
tor Center  16  Apr  (AJ).  Single  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos  were  at  the  Retreat,  Nassau,  Bahamas 
4 Apr  (PM)  and  Winton,  Nassau  15  May  (LH), 
and  6 were  at  the  fruit  farm,  Abaco,  Bahamas 

24  May  (EB).  On  8 Apr,  an  Ashy-faced  Owl 
was  heard  at  Mt.  Hartman,  Grenada,  and  an- 
other was  heard  calling  10  Apr  at  St.  Vincent 
(AJ).  On  St.  Lucia,  2 Rufous  Nightjars  were 
heard  calling  at  Grand  Anse  12  Apr  (AJ).  A 
Puerto  Rican  Nightjar,  a critically  endangered 
species,  was  found  road-killed  near  Sabana 
Grande  at  the  entrance  gate  to  Susua  S.E,  a 
new  location  for  the  species,  5 Apr  (ESB,  ph. 
GLA  et  al).  At  Pointe  des  Chateaux,  Guade- 
loupe, Levesque  saw  and  heard  Antillean 
Nighthawk  14  May.  A Common  Nighthawk 
was  over  Nonsuch  I.,  Bermuda  23  May  (PW). 


On  1 1 March  2006  (here),  Lionel  Levine  found  this  female  Kirtland's  Warbler  near  Ho!e-in-the-Wall,  Abaco, 
Bahamas.  A male  was  found  in  the  same  area  in  November  and  December  1999.  Photograph  by  Lionel  Levine. 
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Masked  Boobies  do  not  presently  breed  in  the  Bahamas,  but  these 
two  at  Booby  Rock,  Mayaguana  19  March  2006  suggest  that  breeding 

may  occur  in  the  near  future.  Photograph  by  Tony  Hepburn. 


A Chimney  Swift  at  Harrold  & Wilson  Ponds 
N.R  13  May  was  the  first  for  the  park  (TH,  LH, 
KHL,  WP,  PD).  On  St.  Lucia,  3 Short-tailed 
Swifts  were  in  the  Des  Cartiers  area  12  Apr 
(AJ).  Two  Blue-headed  Hummingbirds  were 
seen  on  Fond  Baron  Rd.,  Martinique  14  Apr 
(AJ).  A Northern  Flicker  was  at  Devonshire 
Church,  Bermuda  1 Mar  (SD). 

A Lesser  Antillean  Flycatcher  was  noted  at 
Duclos  (Petit-Bourg),  Guadeloupe  14  May 
(AL,  AR).  Gray  Kingbirds  are  summer  resi- 
dents in  the  Bahamas  that  appear  to  be  arriv- 
ing earlier  than  in  the  past.  Brudenell-Bruce, 
writing  in  Birds  of  New  Providence  and  the  Ba- 
hama Islands  (1975),  indicates  that  Gray 
Kingbirds  arrive  in  the  latter  half  of  Apr,  with 
31  Mar  as  the  extreme  early  date.  This  spring. 
Grays  were  first  reported  in  Eleuthera  4 Mar 
(DC,  RB)  and  Grand  Bahama  11  Mar  (EG).  A 
Gray  Kingbird  was  found  23  May  at  Brighton 
Hill,  Bermuda  (DW),  where  there  are  at  least 
33  other  records  of  the  species  1850-2005, 
totaling  about  37  birds;  there  are  about  a 
dozen  previous  spring  reports.  Levesque 
counted  332  Caribbean  Martins  at  Pointe  a 
Pitre,  Guadeloupe  6 Mar.  The  taxonomic  sta- 
tus of  House  Wren  in  the  Lesser  Antilles  is 
still  in  need  of  review;  Jaramillo  and  party 
again  managed  to  see  and  document  four 
populations  this  year:  4 birds  on  Dominica  16 
Apr;  2 at  Grand  Anse,  St.  Lucia  12  Apr;  6 on 
St.  Vincent  11  Apr;  and  12  at  Grenada  8 Apr. 
Voice-recordings  were  made  of  all  four  popu- 
lations, and  those  on  Dominica  and  St.  Lucia 
were  also  photographed;  these  will  be  com- 
pared as  more  data  on  these  taxa  are  gathered. 

VIREOS  THROUGH  WAXBiLLS 

Brudenell-Bruce  (1975)  indicates  that  Black- 
whiskered  Vireos  arrive  in  the  Bahamas  in  late 
Apr,  with  the  earliest  date  12  Apr.  This  spring, 
they  were  reported  at  Mayaguana  18  Mar 
(OG),  Grand  Bahama  24  Mar  (EG),  Providen- 
ciales,  Turks  & Caicos  Is.  26  Mar  (SW),  Nas- 


sau 9 & 14  Apr  (LH,  PD),  and 
Eleuthera  16  Apr  (DC).  A Red- 
eyed Vireo  was  at  Somerset 
Long  Bay,  Bermuda  7 May 
(EA);  2 were  at  Petite-Terre 
N.R.  22  Apr  (AL);  and  one  was 
mist-netted  five  days  later  at 
nearby  Pointe  des  Chateaux 
(AL).  A Yellow-throated  Vireo 
at  Petite-Terre  N.R.  10  Apr 
provided  only  the  3rd  record 
for  Guadeloupe  (AL).  At  Pres- 
qu’ille  de  la  Caravelle,  Mar- 
tinique— in  one  of  the  most 
threatened  habitats  of  one  of 
the  most  endangered  species  in 
the  Region — 3 White-breasted 
Thrashers  were  found  14  Apr  (AJ);  on  St.  Lu- 
cia, a pair  was  in  coastal  scrub  near  Preslin  15 
Apr  (SW).  Two  Rufous-throated  Solitaires  were 
along  the  Des  Cartiers  trail,  St.  Lucia  16  Apr 
(SW).  A Veery  came  to  a bird  bath  in  Jen- 
ningsland,  Bermuda  16  Apr  (JM,  LM),  while  a 
Wood  Thrush  near  the  railway  trail  in  Somer- 
set provided  a rare  winter/spring  record  for 
Bermuda  31  Jan-23  Mar  (DW).  On  Dominica, 
2 Red-legged  Thrushes  were  seen  in  the  Syndi- 
cate area,  and  2 Forest  Thrushes  were  found 
close  to  the  Visitor  Center  14  Apr  (AJ). 

A Tennessee  Warbler  was  mist-netted  at 
Tarpum  Bay,  Eleuthera,  Bahamas  22  Apr  (DC, 
JW).  A Nashville  Warbler  was  along  Waterloo 
Rd.,  Nassau,  Bahamas  6 Mar  (PD),  and  one 
was  near  Rock  Sound,  Eleuthera  29  Mar 
(DC).  Few  migrant  warblers  were  recorded  in 
the  spring  in  Bermuda,  but  notable  sightings 


included  a Blue-winged  Warbler  20  Apr  on 
Paget  I.  (AD)  and  Bay-breasted  Warbler  7 May 
on  Wreck  Rd.  (EA).  Twenty-three  Yellow- 
rumped  Warblers  in  Mayaguana,  Bahamas  17 
Mar  (OG)  were  farther  s.  in  that  country  than 
usual.  On  28  Mar  and  3 Apr,  a Yellow-rumped 


Warbler  was  at  Petite-Terre  N.R.,  with  a Pro- 
thonotary  Warbler  on  the  latter  date  (AL). 
Also  at  that  location  were  a male  Black-throat- 
ed Green  Warbler  5 May  (male;  plus  a female 
12-13  May);  2 Blackpoll  Warblers  13-18  May 
(and  another  17-18  May);  a Palm  Warbler  of 
the  nominate  subspecies  13-18  May;  a female 
Nashville  Warbler  17  May  (a  first  record  for 
Guadeloupe);  and  single  Magnolia  and  Prairie 
Warblers  18  May  (AL).  A Prothonotary  War- 
bler was  at  the  Rand  Nature  Centre,  Grand 
Bahama  8 Apr  (EG).  A female  Kirtlands  War- 
bler was  photographed  near  the  jet.  of  Hole- 
in-the-Wall  Rd.  and  Soldier  Rd.,  Abaco,  Ba- 
hamas 11  Mar  (LL);  it  was  relocated  there  two 
weeks  later  (EB,  HA,  HP).  Over  the  past  four 
winters,  the  Kirtland’s  Warbler  Research  and 
Training  Project  has  banded  113  Kirtland’s 
Warblers  in  s.  Eleuthera  {J.  Wunderle  et  al.). 
The  recent  split  of  Adelaide’s  Warbler  into 
single-island  endemics  (Adelaide’s  Warbler  on 
Puerto  Rico,  Barbuda  Warbler,  and  St.  Lucia 
Warbler)  has  meant  more  attention  to  these 
former  subspecies  by  birders.  Up  to  20  Barbu- 
da Warblers  were  noted  in  scrubland  habitat 
20  Apr  (AJ),  and  12  St.  Lucia  Warblers  were 
noted  at  both  Des  Cartiers  and  Grand  Anse, 
St.  Lucia  12  Apr  (AJ).  A male  Connecticut 
Warbler  was  seen  18  Mar  at  Puerto  Mosquito, 
Vieques  (ph.  DG,  BM),  for  one  of  the  few 
records  from  Puerto  Rico.  A Wilson’s  Warbler 
at  La  Charca,  Pedernales,  Dominican  Repub- 
lic 30  Mar  furnished  the  3rd  country  record 
(KW,  DG,  BM,  Romney  Bathurst). 

A Summer  Tanager  seen  in  the  Arboretum, 
Bermuda  12  Mar  (AD)  had  certainly  wintered; 

a migrant  was  at  Lyford  Cay, 
New  Providence,  Bahamas  4 Apr 
(CF).  Scarlet  Tanager  was  wide- 
ly reported:  one  at  Waterloo  Rd., 
Nassau,  Bahamas  28  Apr  (PD); 
one  at  Barbuda  20  Apr  (AJ);  one 
or  2 at  Petite-Terre  N.R.  19-23 
Apr  (AL);  and  one  at  Somerset 
Long  Bay,  Bermuda  2-7  May 
(fide  AD).  Rose-breasted  Gros- 
beaks were  even  more  wide- 
spread, found  at:  Camperdown, 
Nassau,  Bahamas  3 Mar  (2;  CW, 
GG,  PE  TT);  s.  Eleuthera,  Ba- 
hamas 19  & 23  Apr  (DC)  and  2 
May  (2;  DC,  RB);  Angelfish  Pt., 
Abaco,  Bahamas  22  Apr  (EB); 
Winton,  Nassau  1 May  (LH);  Pe- 
tite-Terre N.R.  19  Apr  (2;  AL); 
Emily’s  Bay  Lane,  Bermuda  20  Apr  (6;  EA); 
Mt.  Pirata,  Vieques  23  Mar  (2;  DG,  BM);  and 
Graeme  Hall  Swamp,  Barbados  30  Apr  (EM). 
A molting  Blue  Grosbeak  was  carefully  noted 
5 Mar  at  the  El  Greco  Resort  Hotel,  Montego 
Bay,  Jamaica  (TL,  LU).  Mt.  Hartman,  Grena- 


This  Palm  Warbler  (of  the  nominate  subspedes),  the  fifth 
for  Guadeloupe,  was  at  Petite-Terre  Nature  Reserve  15-18 
(here  15)  May  2006.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 
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Black-throated  Green  Warbler,  uncommon  at  best  in  the  Lesser  Antilles,  was  detected 
at  Petite-Terre  Nature  Reserve  5 May  2006  (here).  Photograph  byAnthor)y  Levesque. 


da,  had  a Yellow-bellied  Seedeater  8 Apr  (AJ). 

Bobolinks  are  scarce  migrants  in  Bermuda; 
singles  were  at  Pitmans  Pond  26  Apr  (PH) 
and  Brighton  Hill  20  May  (DW).  A male 
Shiny  Cowbird  at  the  Retreat,  Nassau,  Ba- 
hamas 29  May  (BG,  CW)  was  an  apparent 
first  for  that  location.  A Brown-headed  Cow- 
bird  at  the  picnic  grounds  in  Lucaya  N.P., 
Grand  Bahama  29  Mar  (SR)  was  also  probably 
the  first  for  the  site.  A pair  of  Montserrat  Ori- 
oles was  found  19  Apr  (AJ).  Two  male  Balti- 


more Orioles  were  at  Tarpum  Bay,  Eleuthera, 
Bahamas  11  Apr  (DC,  JW,  RB),  one  at  Chip- 
pingham,  Nassau,  Bahamas  15  Apr  (CW,  PM), 
and  one  at  Coral  Harbour  4 May  (CW,  jWu). 
An  ad.  male  Baltimore  Oriole  was  noted  from 
17  Apr  at  Le  Gosier  (AL,  AM),  and  another 
was  seen  22  Apr  at  St.  Francois,  also  on 
Guadeloupe  (ARa),  the  2nd  and  3rd  records 
for  Guadeloupe.  Three  House  Sparrows,  in- 
cluding a singing  male  (first  for  St.  Vincent), 
were  at  Kingstown  10  Apr  (AJ).  A Black- 


rumped  Waxbill  was  seen  in  Devonshire 
Marsh,  Bermuda  24  Feb-12  Mar  (SRd);  and 
up  to  40  Common  Waxbills  were  noted  near 
Trois  ilets,  Martinique  14  Apr  (AJ). 

Observers:  Mike  & Anne  Acosta,  Hank 
Adams,  Peter  Adhemar,  Eric  Amos,  Gerry 
Ardis,  George  L.  Armistead,  Rudy  Badia,  Ba- 
hamas National  Trust  Ornithology  Group 
(OG),  Geoff  Bell,  Elwood  Bracey,  Edward  S. 
Brinkley,  David  Currie,  Paul  Dean,  Steven  De- 
Silva,  Andrew  Dobson,  Monty  & Franny 
Doyle,  Frantz  Duzont,  Patty  Foreman,  David 
Freeland,  Christine  Fuller,  Lynn  Gape,  Erika 
Gates,  Daphne  Gemmill,  Gary  Gray,  Barry 
Grimecy,  Lee  Hannah,  Tony  Hepburn,  Peter 
Holmes,  Alvaro  Jamarillo,  Everton  Joseph, 
Neils  Larsen,  Keva  Hannah  Lawrence  (KHL), 
Anthony  Levesque,  Lionel  Levine,  Tim  Lewis, 
Jeremy  & Leila  Madeiros,  Eddie  Massiah, 
Alain  Mathurin,  Neil  McKinney  (NMc),  Pre- 
densa  Moore,  Bill  Mueller,  Hagen  Peters,  Keith 
Phillippe,  William  Pinder,  Bruce  Purdy,  Frank 
Rivera-Milan  (FRM),  Anasthase  Ramsahai 
(ARa),  Alexandre  Renaudier,  Steve  Rodwell 
(SRd),  Shamie  Rolle,  Ron  Spencer,  Ted  Tanna, 
Lori  Unruh,  Jay  VanderGaast,  David  Wallace 
(DW),  Kate  Wallace,  Carolyn  Wardle,  Paul 
Watson,  Tim  Worthier,  Stu  Wilson,  David 
Wingate  (DBW),  Jean  Wunderle  QWu),  Joe 
Wunderle.  O 
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Robert  L.  Pyle  Peter  Donaldson 


Very  wet  weather  that  began  in  late 
February  continued  through  the  be- 
ginning of  April.  There  was  wide- 
spread flooding,  which  was  especially  devas- 
tating on  Kaua'i  and  0‘ahu.  With  so  much 
rain,  it  was  often  hard  for  observers  to  get  out, 
and  some  wetland  areas  remained  inaccessi- 
ble due  to  the  floods. 

Abbreviations:  H.  (Hawaii  1.);  HRBP  (Hawaii 
Rare  Bird  Documentary  Photograph;  used 
with  image  catalog  number  from  the  HRBP 
file  at  Bishop  Museum,  Honolulu);  Hakalau 
(Hakalau  N.W.R.,  Hawaii  L);  Hanalei 
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(Hanalei  N.W.R.,  Kaua'i  I.);  Honouliuli  (Hon- 
ouliuli  Unit  of  Pearl  Harbor  N.W.R.,  0‘ahu  1.); 
K.  (Kaua'i  I.);  Kanaha  (Kanaha  Pond,  Maui 
I.);  Kealia  (Kealia  Pond  N.W.R.,  Maui  I.);  Kii 
(Ki'i  Unit  of  James  Campbell  N.W.R.,  0‘ahu 
I.);  Kokee  (Koke'e  S.P.,  Kaua'i  1.);  K.P.  (Ki- 
lauea  Pt.  N.W.R.,  Kaua'i  1.);  M.  (Maui  1.); 
Midway  (Midway  Atoll  N.W.R.);  0.  (O'ahu 
I.);  Ohiapilo  (‘Ohi'apilo  Pond,  Moloka'i  I.); 
Pouhala  (Pouhala  Marsh  Wildlife  Sanctuary, 
O'ahu  I.);  Waiawa  (Waiawa  Unit  of  Pearl  Har- 
bor N.W.R.,  O'ahu  I.);  Waikamoi  (Waikamoi 
Preserve,  Maui  1.). 

WATERFOWL  THROUGH  IBIS 

A number  of  migrant  geese  first  reported  in 
Dec  stayed  until  Mar  or  even  Apr.  A Brant  at 
Pouhala,  present  since  Dec,  remained  there 
through  at  least  19  Mar  (BD,  KP,  MW).  Two 
Brant  at  Waiakea  Pond,  H.  were  still  there  24 
Mar,  and  2 Brant  on  Moloka'i  I.  lingered  there 
through  at  least  29  Apr  (ADY).  A single 
Greater  White-fronted  Goose  remained  at  Ho- 
nouliuli Mar+  (m.ob.).  Another  Greater 
White-fronted,  present  for  many  years,  was 
observed  at  Waiakea  Pond,  H.  Mar+  (m.ob.). 
Two  Cackling  Geese,  first  observed  Dec  2004, 
remained  at  Honouliuli  Mar+  (PD,  KP). 

Most  bay  ducks  migrated  by  mid-Mar, 
while  many  dabbling  ducks  lingered  well  into 
Apr.  These  are  normal  times  for  the  waterfowl 
to  leave.  A Cinnamon  Teal  was  observed  at 
Honouliuli  5 Mar  (KP)  and  at  Kealia  16  Mar 
(MN).  A Garganey  first  seen  at  Honouliuli  in 
Feb  was  last  seen  there  5 Mar  (KP).  A male 
Eurasian  Teal  was  seen  at  Waiakea  Pond,  H.  6 
Mar  (BD),  24  Mar  (DL),  and  3 Apr  (RD);  one 
at  Honouliuli  since  Feb  was  last  reported  19 
Mar  (KP).  These  ducks  are  all  uncommon  in 
the  Region.  The  Hooded  Merganser,  first 
spotted  on  O'ahu  in  Nov,  was  last  seen  19  Mar 
at  Honouliuli  (KP).  Hooded  Mergansers  are 
rare  in  the  Region.  Japanese  Quail  are  be- 
lieved to  be  widespread  on  the  main  islands, 
but  these  elusive  birds  are  seldom  reported.  A 
few  were  heard  calling  21  & 25  Mar  on  the  n. 
slope  of  Mauna  Kea,  H.  (Kl). 

Only  one  Black-footed  Albatross  was  re- 
ported, near  Lehua  I.  n.  of  Ni'ihau  I.  21  Apr 
(TB,  DK).  Cetacean  researchers  working  off 
the  Kona  coast  of  H.  reported  12  total  Mottled 
Petrels  22  & 23  Mar  and  10  Apr  (RB,  DW). 
Three  Hawaiian  Petrels  (Endangered)  were 
seen  flying  inland  along  the  coast  in  s.  Kaua'i 
I.  6 Apr  (DK),  and  one  was  seen  flying  inland 
in  the  same  area  18  Apr  (RD).  Single  Hawai- 
ian Petrels  were  observed  at  sea  off  Kona  10 
Apr  (RB,  DW)  and  off  O'ahu  I.  27  Apr  (PD, 
RM,  KP,  MW).  Two  Newell’s  Shearwaters 
(Threatened)  were  seen  flying  inland  in  s. 
Kaua'i  I.  18  Apr  (RD).  Two  pairs  of  Newell’s 


returned  to  artificial  nesting  burrows  at  K.P, 
and  one  pair  had  an  egg  by  21  May  (BZ).  A 
Red-billed  Tropicbird  was  spotted  along  the 
coast  of  se.  O'ahu  I.  near  a small  colony  of 
nesting  Red-tailed  Tropicbirds  (ph.  MW).  The 
Red-billed  remained  there  through  at  least  27 
Apr  (m.ob.).  Red-billeds  are  rare  in  the  Re- 
gion, and  the  few  that  do  appear  are  usually 
seen  associating  with  Red-tailed  or  White- 
tailed Tropicbirds. 

A Great  Blue  Heron  was  observed  at 
Lokowaka  Pond,  H.  24  Mar  (DL).  This  was 
probably  the  same  bird  seen  there  Dec  and 
Jan.  A GlossyAVhite-faced  Ibis  was  seen  at  Kii 
21  May  (PD),  and  2 were  observed  in 
Kane'ohe,  O.  26  May  (CV).  Plegadis  ibis  are 
rare  in  the  Region,  but  small  numbers  have 
been  reported  quite  regularly  over  the  past 
few  years;  all  identified  ibis  have  been  White- 
faced. An  Osprey  was  seen  flying  over  Pearl 
Harbor,  O.  8 Apr  (PD),  and  a Peregrine  Fal- 
con was  spotted  in  Waimanalo,  O.  11  Mar 
(GA,  AJ) — flying  towards  an  offshore  island 
full  of  nesting  seabirds.  Ospreys  and  Pere- 
grines are  rare  but  regular  in  the  Region. 

SHOREBIRDS  THROUGH  PARAKEETS 

Shorebirds  departed  on  schedule.  A flock  of 
300  Pacific  Golden-Plovers  at  Honouliuli  in 
late  Apr  (MS)  had  probably  gathered  there 
for  migration.  On  26  May,  only  one  remained 
(PD).  A small  flock  of  Pacific  Golden-Plovers 
was  seen  departing  from  Honolulu,  O.  20 
Apr,  and  the  numbers  of  plovers  in  e.  Hon- 
olulu dwindled  rapidly  from  26-28  Apr 
(MO).  A Killdeer  was  seen  at  Kealia  12  Mar 
(RP),  possibly  the  same  seen  there  in  Jan. 
The  heavy  spring  rains  interfered  with 
Hawaiian  Stilt  (Endangered)  nesting.  One 
■nest  on  Moloka'i  I.  was  flooded  19  Mar, 
while  stilts  on  O'ahu  I.  were  forced  to  delay 
nesting  due  to  high  water  levels  (PD,  MS). 
The  American  Avocet  at  Kealia,  the  only  one 
ever  reported  in  the  Region,  was  still  present 
12  Mar  (RP)  and  5 Apr  (BD).  Good  numbers 
of  Bristle-tbighed  Curlews  remained  through 
late  May,  with  17  at  Kii  21  May  (PD)  and  6 
on  Moloka'i  I.  27  May  (ADY).  Many  of  these 
birds  were  probably  oversummering.  A 
Curlew  Sandpiper,  rare  in  the  Region,  was 
seen  at  Honouliuli  10  Apr  (KP).  A Ruff,  un- 
common but  regular  in  the  Region,  was  ob- 
served at  Kealia  20  Mar  (MN).  We  get  few  re- 
ports of  phalaropes  at  sea,  but  cetacean  re- 
searchers off  Kona,  H.  spotted  an  unidenti- 
fied phalarope  24  Mar  and  4 Red  Phalaropes 
26  Mar  (RB,  DW). 

Gulls  were  generally  scarce,  but  one 
Laughing  Gull  was  seen  at  Kawai'ele,  K.  11 
Mar  (RP),  another  at  Kealia  12  Mar  (RP),  and 
3 were  observed  at  Kealia  5 Apr  (BD).  Single 


Franklin’s  Gulls  were  seen  at  Kealia  20  Apr 
(MN),  in  Kona,  H.  14  May  (ADY),  and  at 
Ukumahame,  M.  17  May  (fide  F&KS).  An 
Arctic  Tern  was  reported  at  Kealia  20  Apr  (ph. 
MN).  Arctic  Terns  are  rarely  reported  in  the 
Region,  usually  as  spring  migrants. 

Mourning  Doves  are  uncommon  in  the  Re- 
gion, and  their  status  is  poorly  known.  Small 
numbers  have  been  reported  near  Honouliuli 
for  the  past  few  years,  and  some  were  seen 
there  19  Mar  (KP)  and  8 Apr  (PD).  Singles 
were  seen  in  nw.  Hawai'i  I.  20  Mar  (H.ET.) 
and  11  Apr  (RP)  and  at  Alekoko  Fishpond,  K, 
23  Mar  (fide  DL).  Seven  Burrowing  Parrots 
were  seen  in  Kailua,  H.  16  Mar  (RP),  and  9 
Mitred  Parakeets  were  observed  in  nw. 
Hawai'i  I.  20  Mar  (H.ET).  We  seldom  get  re- 
ports of  either  species,  and  their  status  re- 
mains poorly  known. 

PASSERINES 

Greater  Necklaced  Laughingthrushes  are  be- 
lieved to  be  widespread  on  Kaua'i  1.,  but  they 
are  very  elusive.  A few  were  found  in  Kilauea, 
K.  in  early  Mar  (D&AW)  and  were  still  pres- 
ent through  late  Apr  (ph.  JD).  Saffron  Finch- 
es continue  to  expand  their  range  on  Hawai'i 
1.  Saffrons  are  being  reported  regularly  in  ar- 
eas of  e.  Hawai'i  1.,  where  they  were  seldom 
seen  a few  years  ago.  Small,  introduced  finch- 
es, including  African  Silverbills  and  Nutmeg 
Mannikins,  were  reported  to  be  unusually 
scarce  this  spring,  as  they  had  been  over  the 
winter,  in  parts  of  nw.  Hawai'i  I.  where  they 
are  usually  abundant  (DL,  RD).  Heavy  rains 
certainly  did  not  make  it  easier  to  locate  these 
tiny  birds.  A small  flock  of  Common  Waxbills 
was  seen  30  May  in  Pu'uanahulu,  H.,  a loca- 
tion where  the  only  waxbills  usually  reported 
are  Black-rumpeds  (TD,  MO).  Commons  are 
abundant  on  O'ahu  but  are  reported  sparing- 
ly on  other  main  islands. 

Contributors:  George  L.  Armistead,  Robin 
Baird,  Ted  Buerger,  Reg  David,  Jim  Denny,  Ar- 
leone  Dibben-Young  (ADY),  Brendan  Doe, 
Peter  Donaldson,  Tom  Dove,  Bill  Gronau, 
Hawaii  Forest  & Trail  (H.F.T.),  Kumiko 
Hasegawa,  Kamal  Islam,  A1  Jaramillo,  David 
Kuhn,  Dan  Lindsay,  Richard  May,  Michael 
Nishimoto,  Mike  Ord,  Rob  Pacheco,  Kurt 
Pohlman,  Robert  Pyle  (RPy)  Michael  Silber- 
nagle.  Forest  & Kim  Starr,  Eric  VanderWerf, 
Christine  Volinski,  Michael  Walther,  Dave 
and  Abby  Watson,  Daniel  Webster,  Lindsay 
Young,  Claudia  Ziroli.  @ 
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First  sight  record  of  Kirtland's  Warbler 
{Dmiroka  kirtlandii)  in  Cuba 


ALAIN  PARADA ISADA  • NARCISO  LOPEZ  124-A  • e/ CISNEROS  YGOICURIA  • MORON,  CIEGO  DE  AVILA  PROVINCE,  CUBA  • (EMAIL:  alain@ciec.fica.mf.cu) 


Abstract 

This  paper  documents  the  occurrence  of  a 
male  Kirtland’s  Warbler  (Dendroica  kirtlandii) 
on  Cayo  Coco,  Ciego  de  Avila  province,  Cuba 
on  8 November  2004.  Recent  trends  in  breed- 
ing and  wintering  populations  and  other  fac- 
tors that  may  be  relevant  to  this  record  are 
also  considered  herein. 

Field  encounter 

On  the  island  of  Cayo  Coco,  Ciego  de  Avila 
province,  Cuba,  the  author  located  a male 
Kirtland’s  Warbler  (Dendroica  kirtlandii)  at  the 
edge  of  semideciduous  scrub  forest  along  the 
north  sector  of  the  roadway  that  leads  to  the 
Cuatro  Caminos  y Los  Almacigos  round- 
abouts (22°  31.883’  N,  78°  22.284’  W)  at  0900 
EDST  on  8 November  2004.  This  location  is 
approximately  1400  m inland  from  the  north- 
ern shoreline  of  the  small  island,  where  dense, 
short  coastal  scrub  has  been  heavily  developed 
for  resort  use.  Most  of  the  vegetated  area  of 
this  island  is  covered  with  the  semideciduous 
forest,  in  which  the  average  canopy  height 
ranges  from  12  to  15  m.  This  forest  has  a 
significantly  high  floral  diversity  and  includes 
several  endemic  taxa.  Among  the  most 
numerous  plant  species  in  this  location  are; 
Gumbo-limbo  (Bnrsera  simaruba).  Pigeon 
Plum  (Coccoloba  diversifolia).  Wild  Tamarind 
(Lysiloma  latisiliqiia),  Horsefish  Mahogany 
(Lysiloma  sabicu),  Black  Ironwood,  or 
Leadwood  (Krugiodendron  ferreiim), 
Lancewood,  or  Sweet  Torchwood  (Nectandra 
coriacea),  Ironwood  (Zuelania  guidonia), 
Mastic  or  False-mastic  (Mastichodendron 
foctidissinium),  Poisonwood  (Metopium 
toxifcrum),  and  several  species  of  fig  (Ficus). 
Bordering  the  forest  in  many  areas  are  natural 
and  secondary  scrub-shrub  communities  and 
low  coppice  comprised  of  many  plant  species, 
including  small  examples  of  the  above- 
mentioned  taxa.  Particularly,  the  type  of  vege- 
tation where  the  Kirtland’s  Warbler  sighting 
occurred  is  a secondary  forest  classified  as 
low-canopy  coppice  woodland,  in  which  aver- 
age tree  height  ranges  from  5 to  6 m.  This 
forested  area,  as  well  as  many  others  in  Cayo 
Coco,  was  heavily  used  for  charcoal  produc- 
tion on  an  industrial  scale  during  several  years 
in  the  late  1950s  and  early  1960s. 


1 observed  the  bird  closely  for  three  min- 
utes. Conditions  during  the  observation  were 
ideal,  with  clear  skies  and  light  wind.  The 
temperature  was  approximately  27.1°  C,  with 
a northeasterly  wind  of  about  20  km/h 
(Coastal  Ecosystem  Research  Centre,  Meteor- 
ological Database).  The  bird  remained  silent 
during  the  observation.  It  moved  actively 
among  smaller  branches  of  smooth-barked 
hardwood  species  such  as  Hicaquillo  (Coc- 
coloba retusa)  and  Gumbo-limbo,  wagging  the 
tail  frequently,  at  a height  of  about  2.5-3  m, 
gleaning  insects  among  small  branches  and 
live  leaves.  It  did  not  appear  to  take  fruit. 

I determined  the  bird  to  be  a male  Kirtland’s 
Warbler  based  on  the  following  features:  blue- 
gray  above  with  distinct  blackish  streaking  on 
the  back;  entirely  yellow  below  (throat,  breast, 
and  belly),  with  fairly  heavy  black  streaking  on 
the  sides;  thin,  whitish  wing  bars;  and  a bold 
white  eye-ring  broken  at  front  and  at  rear. 
Many  features  of  structure  and  plumage  ruled 
out  Northern  Parula  (Panda  amcticana),  Yel- 
low-rumped  Warbler  (Dendroica  coronata),  and 
MacGillivray’s  Warbler  (Oporornis  tolmiei), 
species  that  likewise  show  a broken  eye-ring 
(the  latter  has  not  yet  been  recorded  in  Cuba). 
The  lack  of  yellow  rump  further  ruled  out  Yel- 
low-rumped  Warbler  and  also  Magnolia  War- 
bler (Dendroica  magnolia),  which  in  some 
plumages  may  be  confused  with  Kirtland’s 
Warbler.  On  the  other  hand,  the  lack  of  hori- 
zontal black/blackish  facial  markings  along 
with  the  yellow/yellowish  undertail  coverts 
ruled  out  Prairie  Warbler  (Dendroica  discolor), 
which  is  a common  and  regular  winter  resident 
bird  inhabiting  different  forests  and  scrubs  of 
the  study  area.  In  addition  to  the  specific  field 
marks  mentioned  above,  the  individual  looked 
slightly  bulkier  than  most  warblers  inhabiting 
these  ecosystems. 

Discussion 

Kirtland’s  Warbler  breeds  in  dense  forests  of 
young  Jack  Pine  (Pinus  banksiana)  in  Michi- 
gan’s Lower  Peninsula,  with  a few  breeding 
records  from  the  state’s  Upper  Peninsula;  it  is 
very  rare  outside  of  Michigan  during  summer 
but  has  nested  or  attempted  to  nest  in  south- 
ern Ontario,  southern  Quebec,  and  Wiscon- 
sin (A.O.U.  1998).  The  known  wintering 


grounds  lie  entirely  in  the  Bahamas,  where 
they  are  found  mostly  November  through 
March  (extreme  dates  span  late  August 
through  late  April),  although  there  are  at  least 
two  reports  from  the  nearby  Turks  and  Caicos 
Islands  (Mayfield  1992,  Sykes  and  Clench 
1998).  The  northern  cays  of  Ciego  de  Avila 
province  are  relatively  close  to  these  winter- 
ing grounds,  about  150  km  away  (from  Cis- 
tern Point,  Andros  Island).  This  proximity  is 
probably  also  the  reason  that  this  Cuban  sub- 
archipelago shares  several  species  with  the 
Bahamas  (Garrido  1973),  i.e..  Black-faced 
Grassquit  (Tiaris  bicolor),  Bananaquit  (Coere- 
ba  flaveola),  Bahama  Mockingbird  (Mimas 
gundlachii),  and  Thick-billed  Vireo  (Vireo 
crassirostris);  the  vireo  and  mockingbird  have 
well-established  populations  in  the  archipela- 
go (Garrido  and  Kirkconnell  2000). 

In  the  Bahamas  in  recent  years,  rather  high 
densities  of  Kirtland’s  Warblers  (up  to  10/0.1 
km^)  have  been  reported,  as  well  as  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  new  sites  in  the  Bahamas  (12 
new  sites  in  which  at  least  30  individuals  have 
been  observed  between  1 November  2002 
through  8 March  2003;  Currie  et  al.  2003). 
The  Kirtland’s  Warbler  Research  and  Training 
Project,  working  in  southern  Eleuthera,  has 
banded  113  Kirtland’s  Warblers  between  Octo- 
ber 2003  and  March  2006  0-  Wunderle,  pers. 
comm.).  The  stark  increase  in  Bahamian 
records  is  likely  related  to  the  recovery  of  the 
breeding  population  in  Michigan,  from  about 
167  breeding  pairs  in  1974  to  1478  singing 
males  in  June  2006,  as  a result  of  the  conser- 
vation measurements  implemented  by  the  U. 
S.  Fish  & Wildlife  Service,  the  U.  S.  Forest 
Service,  and  the  Michigan  Department  of  Nat- 
ural Resources  (Mayfield  1992,  Hagner  2006; 
see  also  <http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/ 
0, 1607,7-153-1037 1_10402-148280— ,00. 
html>);  the  increase  is  probably  also  a product 
of  the  increase  in  scientific  scrutiny  in  the  Ba- 
hamas in  recent  years.  The  likelihood  of  a va- 
grant appearing  on  the  Atlantic  coast  of  Cuba 
is  almost  certainly  greater  with  an  expanding 
population  rather  than  a declining  population; 
and  some  writers  have  argued  that  vagrant 
passerines  are  probably  indices  of  an  expanding 
population  (Veit  2000).  There  has  been  a doc- 
umented record  of  the  species  from  Bermuda 
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18  December  2004  (Amos  2005;  photograph  in 
North  American  Birds  59:  372)  and  at  least  one 
sight  record  from  the  Dominican  Republic 
(Faanes  and  Haney  1989).  The  habitat  in 
which  the  Kirtland’s  was  found  in  Cuba  corre- 
sponds rather  precisely  to  the  species’  preferred 
wintering  habitat  in  the  Bahamas  (Sykes  and 
Clench  1998),  with  many  genera  and  species  in 
common  between  the  southern  Bahamas  and 
the  north  coast  of  Cuba.  J.  M.  Wunderle  (pers. 
comm.)  notes  that  “many  of  the  plant  species 
or  genera  described  at  the  Cayo  Coco  site  are 
the  same  as  those  found  on  our  Kirtland’s  War- 
bler study  sites  on  Eleuthera.  We  have  found 
that  the  birds  regularly  feed  on  fruit,  especially 
the  fruit  of  plants  common  in  early  to  mid-suc- 
cessional  sites  that  have  been  disturbed  by 
man.  Fruits  of  the  Wild  Sage  (Lantana  involu- 
crata  and  other  Lantana  spp.),  Black  Torch 
(Erithalisfniticosa),  and  West  Indian  Snowber- 
ry  (Chiococca  alba  and  other  Chiococca  spp.) 
appear  to  be  especially  important.” 

Meteorological  phenomena  in  the 
Caribbean  such  as  cold  fronts  and  tropical  cy- 
clones have  been  associated  with  the  arrival  of 
vagrants  to  Cuba  and  other  Caribbean  islands 
(Garrido  and  Kirkconnell  2000);  the  passage 
of  a cold  front  through  the  Bahamas  during 
the  first  week  of  November  2004  should  be 
also  be  considered  a possible  factor  for  the 
Kirtland’s  Warbler’s  appearance  on  Cayo  Coco. 


The  observation  of  the  Kirtland’s  Warbler 
constitutes  an  addition  to  the  avifauna  of 
Cuba  and  addition  raises  the  number  of 
species  of  Parulidae  to  35  for  the  northern 
cays  of  Ciego  de  Avila  and  to  43  for  Cuba  as  a 
whole  (Llanes  et  al.  2002). 
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Abstract 

An  adult  Striated  Heron  (Butoridcs  striata)  was 
found  and  photographed  at  Concordia,  St. 
John,  U.S.  Virgin  Islands,  on  25  May  and  was 
last  seen  on  29  May  2003.  Its  neck  color  was 
compared  in  the  field  with  a color  print  of 
Payne’s  voucher  specimens  used  as  a hybrid 
index  and  scored  as  2 on  a scale  of  1-9,  well 
within  the  range  of  variation  for  Striated  Heron 
(1-4)  and  beyond  the  range  of  variation  for 
Green  Heron  (B.  virescens;  5-9).  This  record 
represents  the  first  for  the  Virgin  Islands  and 
Greater  Antilles,  the  second  for  the  West 
Indies,  and  the  northernmost  for  the  species. 

Introduction 

The  nominate  subspecies  of  Striated  Heron 
(Biitorides  s.  striata)  resides  in  continental 
South  America  and  hybridizes  with  the 
nominate  subspecies  of  Green  Heron 
(Butorides  v.  virescens)  where  their  ranges  meet 
in  southern  Central  America  and  on  several 
southern  Caribbean  islands  (Payne  1974, 
Voous  1986,  Hayes  2002,  2006).  Although  not 
known  to  be  migratory,  it  has  strayed  across 
short  stretches  of  ocean  to  the  islands  of 
Cocos  (Slud  1967),  Bonaire  (Voous  1986), 
and  Tobago  (Payne  1974,  Hayes  2006),  and 
has  wandered  as  far  north  as  Costa  Rica  in 
Central  America  (Stiles  and  Skutch  1989)  and 
St.  Vincent  in  the  Lesser  Antilles  (Bond  1964, 
Payne  1974).  The  latter  record,  represented  by 
an  adult  specimen  taken  on  18  July  1924 
(American  Museum  of  Natural  History 
325328),  is  the  only  previous  record  of  the 
species  for  the  West  Indies.  Here  we  document 
a Striated  Heron  in  the  Virgin  Islands. 

Field  encounter 

At  11:45  a.m.  on  25  May  2003,  we  found  a 
gray-necked  Butorides  heron  in  a freshwater 
pond  at  Concordia,  St.  John,  U.S.  Virgin 
Islands.  We  observed  the  bird  foraging  from  a 
distance  of  40  m until  it  flew  away  at  12:12 
p.m.  Recognizing  it  immediately  as  a Striated 


Heron,  we  obtained  a series  of  digiscoped 
photographs  through  a 25x  spotting  scope 
(Figures  1,  2).  Although  there  was  a slight 
tinge  of  rufous  on  the  cheeks,  the  sides  of  the 
neck  were  solid  gray  with  a slight  brown 
wash,  and  the  hindneck  was  solid  pale  gray, 
paler  than  the  back.  A rufous-bordered  white 
line  extended  down  the  foreneck.  There  were 
long  plumes  on  the  back.  There  appeared  to 
be  a few  white  spots  on  the  wing  when  the 
bird  flew  away. 

The  heron  was  subsequently  observed  by 
Laurel  Brannick  Trager  on  28  May  and  by 
Rick  Falkenberg  on  29  May;  on  the  latter 
occasion,  it  was  twice  chased  away  by  a Green 
Heron.  Subsequent  attempts  to  relocate  it  at 
the  same  pond  or  in  other  wetlands  of  the 
island  were  unsuccessful. 

Identification 

The  solid  neck  coloration  and  long  back 
plumes,  combined  with  possible  white 
spotting  on  the  wing  coverts,  indicate  it  was 
an  adult  or  subadult  that  had  acquired 
definitive  adult  neck  coloration  (Davis  and 
Kushlan  1994,  Hayes  2002).  The  distinctly 
gray  sides  and  rear  of  the  neck  (Figures  1,  2) 
distinguished  it  from  the  locally  breeding 
Green  Heron,  which  has  a rufous  neck  (Hayes 
2002).  The  slight  tinges  of  rufous  on  its  face 
(Figures  1,  2)  and  the  rufous  lines  on  the 
foreneck  are  normal  for  a Striated  Heron 
(Hayes  2002).  The  neck  color  of  the  bird  was 
compared  directly  in  the  field  with  a color 
print  of  Payne’s  (1974)  voucher  specimens 
used  as  a hybrid  index  between  B.  virescens 
and  B.  striata  and  scored  as  a 2 on  a scale  of 
1-9,  well  within  the  range  of  variation  for 
Striated  Heron  (1-4)  and  beyond  the  range  of 
variation  for  Green  Heron  (5-9;  see  Hayes 
2002).  By  contrast,  neck-color  scores  of 
Green  Herons  observed  by  us  throughout  the 
U.S.  Virgin  Islands  from  September  2002 
through  July  2003,  based  on  the  first 
observation  or  highest  count  of  birds  seen  at 


localities  >1  km  apart,  averaged  7.1  (SD  = 0.6, 
range  = 6-9,  n = 35).  Neck-color  scores  of 
Green  Heron  specimens  averaged  7.7  (SD  = 
0.9,  range  = 7-9,  n = 43)  in  the  Greater 
Antilles  and  7.0  (SD  = 0.5,  range  = 6-8,  n = 
31)  in  the  Lesser  Antilles  (Payne  1974).  The 
Striated  Heron  specimen  from  St.  Vincent  had 
a neck-color  score  of  3 (Payne  1974;  Hayes, 
unpuhl.  photograph  of  specimen). 

The  low  neck-color  score  strongly  suggests 
it  was  neither  a hybrid  from  southern  Central 
America,  the  southern  Caribbean,  and 
northern  South  America — where  intermediate 
birds  with  a neck-color  score  of  5 occur  (Payne 
1974,  Hayes  2002,  2006) — nor  an  individual 
of  the  paler  Bahamian  subspecies  (B.  s. 
bahamensis),  in  which  a few  have  a neck-color 
score  of  5 (Payne  1974).  Because  no  similarly 
gray-necked  Butorides  have  been  collected  or 
reported  in  North  America  (Payne  1974),  we 
believe  this  bird  was  a Striated  Heron  rather 
than  an  aberrantly  pigmented  Green  Heron. 

Discussion 

This  record  represents  the  first  of  the  species 
for  the  Virgin  Islands  and  Greater  Antilles 
(the  Virgin  Islands  are  located  on  the  eastern 
bank  of  the  Greater  Antilles),  only  the  second 
for  the  West  Indies,  and  the  northernmost 
record  in  the  New  World.  Natural  vagrancy 
may  have  been  overlooked  in  the  past  and 
should  be  expected  to  occur  elsewhere  in  the 
West  Indies.  Birders  should  be  aware  of  the 
differences  between  Green  and  Striated 
Herons  (Hayes  2002)  and  should  be  alert  for 
the  latter  in  the  Caribbean  and  perhaps  even 
southern  North  America. 
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Barred  Owl  by  Gerrit  Vyn 


Pictorial  Highlights 


1 • Gray-tailed  Tattler,  a rare  but  regular  migrant  through  the  western  Aleutian  Islands, 
was  found  23  May  2006  (here)  at  Sweeper  Creek,  Adak  Island,  Alaska,  where  present 
through  month's  end.  Photograph  by  John  Puschock. 

2 • This  adult  Yellow-nosed  Albatross  was  a complete  surprise  on  the  beach  near  Cape  Hat- 
teras.  North  Carolina  1 1 April  2006.  This  individual,  being  studied  by  a Great  Black-backed 
Gull,  represented  the  third  documented  Yellow-nosed  for  that  state.  Interestingly,  the  sec- 
ond was  found  exactly  two  years  earlier  (to  the  day)  at  the  same  location!  Photograph  by 
Joseph  Byrnes. 

3 • Numbers  of  Wood  Sandpipers  at  Adak  Island,  Alaska  topped  100  by  17  May  2006;  this 

bird  was  found  15  May  at  Contractor's  Camp  marsh.  Photograph  by  John  Puschock. 

4 • The  male  Eurasian  Siskin  attended  the  photographer's  feeder  in  Alma,  New  Brunswick, 
on  29  April  2006  and  lingered  until  the  following  morning.  Photograph  by  David  Christie. 

5 • This  White-winged  Dove  at  Clarenville,  Newfoundland  20  May  2006  marked  the  fifth 
record  for  the  province  of  Newfoundland  & Labrador.  Photograph  by  Bruce  Mactavish. 

6 • This  adult  Scissor-tailed  Flycatcher  at  Marana,  Arizona  15  May  was  one  of  five  found  in 
the  state  in  spring  2006  this  spring,  an  above-average  number.  Photograph  byAI  Tozier. 
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1 • This  Rufous-capped  Warbler  (here  25  March  2006)  was  photographed  in  Sycamore  Canyon, 
Santa  Cruz  County,  Arizona,  where  the  species  has  been  reported  since  at  least  November  of 
200S.  Rufous-capped  Warbler  has  become  almost  annual  in  the  state  since  1993.  Photograph 
by  Henry  Detwiler. 

2 • A Cory's  Shearwater  had  returned  to  Baja  California's  bias  Los  Coronados  for  a second  year  by 
24  April  2006  (here  6 June,  with  Middle  Rock  as  backdrop).  The  limited  amount  of  white  on  the 
underwings  is  consistent  with  the  subspecies  borealis.  Photograph  by  Marshall i.  Iliff. 

3 • This  Tropical  Parula  atlodos  Santas,  Baja  California  Sur  19  May  2006  was  the  first  to  be 
recorded  on  the  Baja  California  Peninsula  since  1 924.  Two  of  the  three  earlier  records  also  came 
from  Todos  Santos.  Photograph  by  Marshall  J.  iUff. 

4 • This  Spotted  Woodcreeper  mist-netted  22  March  2006  at  Montecristo  National  Park  repre- 
sented only  the  third  documented  record  for  Ei  Salvador  and  the  first  since  1941.  An  individual 
of  the  species  (perhaps  the  same  one?)  was  found  in  July  2005  several  kilometers  away  in  the 
Honduras  portion  of  the  park.  Photograph  by  Victoria  GaMn. 

S " Scarlet  Tanager  is  a very  rare  transient  in  interior  northern  Central  America.  This  male  mist- 
netted  in  broadleaf  tropical  forest  at  Ri'o  Amarillo  4 May  2806  substantiated  the  first  record  for 
the  Department  of  Copan,  Honduras.  Photograph  by  Kmt  Eisermann. 

6 • This  female  Mangrove  Hummingbird,  a Costa  Rican  endemic,  mist-netted  at  Tamarindo  Man- 
groves (date  not  provided)  was  the  first  recorded  on  the  Pacific  side  of  the  Nicoya  Peninsula  and 
the  closest  yet  to  the  Nicaraguan  border.  Photograph  by  John  and  Maureen  Woodcock. 
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1 • This  White-crowned  Pigeon  was  photographed  on  7 May  2006  at  Gautier,  Mississippi.  The  bird,  discov- 
ered by  Lillie  Easterling  in  her  yard  on  29  April,  delighted  birders  through  10  May.  This  is  the  first  record  of 
the  species  for  the  state;  western  Florida  has  a few  records,  but  there  are  no  other  records  outside  Florida 
in  the  United  States,  other  than  a sight  record  for  Texas.  Photograph  by  Ken  Hackman. 

2 • Colorado  and  Wyoming  experienced  an  unprecedented  flight  of  Gray-cheeked  Thrushes  in  mid-May  2006, 
including  this  bird  in  Fort  Lupton,  Weld  County,  Colorado,  on  14  May  2006.  Photograph  by  Tony  Leukering. 

3 • A flock  of  19  Short-billed  Dowitchers  at  Brunner  Reservoir,  Broomfield  County,  Colorado  on  17  May 
2006  represented  an  unprecedented  gathering  of  the  species  in  the  state.  Groups  of  more  than  three  are 
remarkable  in  Colorado,  underscoring  the  significance  of  this  photograph  showing  nine  birds  of  the  flock. 

Photograph  by  Stephen  J.  Dimmore. 

4 • A Red-necked  Grebe  visiting  Willard  Bay  State  Park,  Box  Elder  County,  Utah  20  (here)  through  23  May 

2006  was  the  ninth  documented  in  Utah  and  only  the  third  spring  record.  Photograph  by  Brian  Currie. 

5 • This  purported  Northern  Mockingbird  x Bahama  Mockingbird  hybrid  frequented  Boca  Chica  Key,  Mon- 
roe County,  Florida  for  part  of  the  winter  and  spring  (here  1 March  2006).  Photograph  by  Carl  Goodrich. 

6 • This  White-tailed  Hawk  at  Great  Swamp  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  New  Jersey,  was  photographed  there 
2S  April  2006;  remarkably,  this  species  was  documented  at  two  other  locations  in  the  East  this  spring, 
both  in  Massachusetts.  Photographs  by  Jim  Gilbert. 
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1 8i  2 • This  Kirtland's  Warbler  was  found  and  photographed  by  Hans  Spiecker  23  May  2006  at 
Gillson  Park  in  Wilmette,  Illinois.  The  last  accepted  Kirtland's  Warbler  for  the  state  was  from 
September  1 996,  also  at  a lakefront  park  on  Lake  Michigan.  Photograph  by  Hans  Spieker. 


3 & 4 • The  discovery  of  this  White-tailed  Hawk  in  Hadley,  Massachusetts  22-24  (here  24  and 
22,  respectively)  April  2006  was  followed  within  a mere  five-day  span  by  two  subsequent 
sightings  of  the  same  or  different  individuals  in  New  Jersey  and  Cape  Cod.  Unfortunately, 
only  the  Hadley  bird  was  well  photographed,  so  we  will  never  know  whether  one,  two,  or 
three  birds  were  involved.  Note  the  broken  primaries,  typical  of  damage  that  is  often  sus- 
tained by  captive  birds.  Photographs  by  Shawn  Carey  (flight)  and  Bruce  deGraff  (perched) 

5 • This  beautiful  male  Brambling  visited  subregional  editor  Kathleen  Cameron's  yard  in 
Bellevue,  Idaho  on  8 April  2006  (here)  and  stayed  for  another  eight  days,  allowing  many 

birders  the  opportunity  to  see  it.  Photograph  by  Kathleen  Cameron. 

6 • This  Sooty  Fox  Sparrow  (of  the  unalaschcensis  subspecies  group)  at  Whitehorse,  Yukon  on 
22  (here)  and  23  April  2006,  provided  the  territory's  first  record  of  this  subspecies  away  from 
its  limited  breeding  grounds  in  the  subalpine  shrubs  of  the  Coast  Mountains.  Photograph  by 
Cameron  Eckert. 

7 • The  white  wisps  over  the  eye  and  brownish  tinge  to  the  cap  suggest  that  this  bird  is  a 
Mountain  Chickadee  x Boreal  Chickadee  hybrid.  Banded  at  Teslin,  Yukon  Territory  20  May 
2006,  this  bird  may  well  document  the  first  recorded  incidence  of  this  hybrid  combination. 
Photograph  by  Ben  Schonewille. 
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1 • One  of  two  found  in  New  Mexico  this  season,  this  Kentucky  Warbler  frequented  a 
beaver  pond  at  Angel  fire  (elevation  2565  m),  Colfax  County  10-16  (here  15)  May  2006. 
Photograph  by  Elton  M.  Williarm. 


2 • This  adult  male  Kirtland's  Warbler  furnished  the  twentieth  record  of  the  species  for  Point 
Pelee  National  Park,  Ontario,  on  21  May  2006;  this  location  has  more  records  of  this  species 
than  any  other  site  along  the  species'  migration  path.  Photograph  by  Rosales  A.  Hall. 


3 • This  Short-tailed  Albatross  thrilled  observers  on  a pelagic  trip  to  Heceta  Banks,  Oregon 
18  March  2006.  Oregon  has  fewer  than  10  modern-day  records,  and  this  bird  furnished 
only  the  Region's  second  spring  record,  the  first  coming  from  the  Puget  Sound  in  April 
1 997.  Photograph  by  Troy  Guy. 


4 • This  year-old  Whooping  Crane  from  the  Wood  Buffalo  National  Park,  Canada  population 

frequented  a marshy  area  near  Niverville,  Manitoba  from  late  April  into  June  (here  15 
May)  2006.  Whereas  other  recent  sightings  have  usually  involved  migrating  individuals 
and  were  rarely  seen  by  more  than  one  or  two  people,  this  bird  attracted  over  200  birders 
during  its  long  stay.  Photograph  by  Christian  Artuso. 


5 • This  Yellow-crowned  Night-Heron  was  one  of  several  rarities  that  turned  up  at  Fort  Whyte  Centre,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba  in  May  (here  5 May)  2006;  it  was  about  the  20th  for  the  province. 

Photograph  by  Alfred  Aug. 


6 • This  male  Broad-tailed  Hummingbird  at  a feeder  in  Portage  la  Prairie,  Manitoba  16  (here  17)  through  at  least  29  May  2006  was  a first  for  the  Prairie  Provinces  region  and  attracted  birders 
from  far  and  wide.  The  same  feeder  had  hosted  a Rufous  Hummingbird  in  September  2004.  Photograph  by  Larry  de  March. 
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1 • European  Storm-Petrels  were  again  found  off  North  Carolina  this  spring,  this  one  being  off  of  Oregon  Inlet  29  May  2096  (one  of  two  seen  that  day).  Photograph  by  Michael  L.  Tomb. 

2 • This  Upland  Sandpiper,  one  of  two  found  it!  the  Southern  California  region  this  spring,  was  at  Galileo  Hill  Park  in  eastern  Kern  County,  here  photographed  on  the  first  day  of  its  five-day 
stay,  4-8  June  2006.  Photograph  by  Kelli  Heiadel-Levimm. 

3 • In  all  probability,  this  Greater  Pewee  in  Griffith  Park,  Los  Angeles  County,  California  17  April  2086  had  spent  the  winter  locally.  Photograph  by  Larry  Samone. 

4 • Furnishing  just  the  fourth  record  for  Guadeloupe,  this  Baltimore  Oriole  was  at  Desirade  Island  19-23  (here  19)  April  2006.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 

5 • The  highlight  of  the  season  in  Texas  was  this  Pacific  Goiden-Plover  in  transitional  plumage,  a bird  picked  out  among  hundreds  of  American  Golden-Plovers  near  Edna,  Jackson  County 
1 2 (here)  and  1 3 April  2006.  This  exceptiorjal  find  is  the  first  for  Texas.  Photograph  by  Martin  Reid 

6 • Marking  the  first  record  for  Guadeloupe,  a male  Garganey  (left)  was  with  Blue-winged  Teal  at  Le  Gosier  from  14  January  (here)  through  27  March  2006.  Photograph  by  Anthony  Levesque. 
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